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Suddenly, Mitchel was reminded of her clear eyes, charming look, and soft voice begging him every time
they made love. This made him realize she had no reason to suddenly cheat on him while he was
working abroad.

Besides, they had a wild night as soon as he came back from the business trip. He knew that she didn’t
have sex with any other man.

It reminded him that day was in her safe period, so he didn’t use any contraceptives. And they had sex
several times. Therefore, Raegan must have said those words probably only to irritate him.

But why did she have to say such things? Did she really not love him anymore?

Was it only because he couldn’t come back to see her grandmother for the last time?
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The more Mitchel thought about it, the more his head hurt. Before he knew it, he had already fallen
asleep on the sofa.

Even in his sleep, he murmured, “Raegan, you are not allowed to leave me. You are not allowed to leave
me for any reason...” Luis looked at Mitchel and sighed. Then he called Matteo to pick Mitchel up.

Mitchel woke up when he was already in the car. He told Matteo to take him to a hotel. Since he was
under the influence of alcohol, he feared he might do something irrational if he returned to the villa.

The next day, Tessa woke up feeling uneasy. She had been worried since she came back from the
church. Worse still, Kenia was badly injured. Kenia was brought back by an ambulance, and she was still
lying in bed at the moment.



Tessa and Kenia had already reported this matter to Tessa’s father, who was so busy with his work that
he completely ignored them.

Besides, he relied on the Dixon family now. There was no way he would go against the Dixon family for
such a trivial matter. Even if the people involved were his own family members.

At this moment, Tessa leaned over and whispered in Kenia’s ear, “It's been a few days. Mitchel must
have forgotten about it, right?”

Kenia nodded.

“You're right. It must be okay now. That bastard even kicked me out of the church. | am his aunt. How
can he be so rude to me?” Tessa glanced at Kenia.

“If you are capable enough, why don’t you find a better husband? In that case, | don’t have to be bullied
by other people all the time. You are useless. First, you married a gambler. Now, you found a playboy.
He is already in his sixties, but he still takes drugs and messes up with those whores.”

Kenia rolled her eyes at Tessa. “What are you talking about? That gambler is my ex-husband, and that
playboy is my current husband.

They had been a father to you, too. So, don’t talk nonsense.”
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“My stepfather is almost the same age as my grandfather. Do you still want me to call him dad?”

Kenia sighed and said, “l am too old to find someone better. You are young and beautiful, so you must
find a good man to marry. Of course, his background can’t be lower than the Lloyd family. How about
that young man you met at the banquet last time? Have you had a good conversation with him? He
seems to come from a wealthy family. You must seize the opportunity. Do you understand?”

Tessa smiled and said, “Mom, don’t worry. | know he likes me, and | am sure he will fall for me soon.”
Suddenly, they heard a loud bang.



Kenia and Tessa were both startled when the door was kicked open.

The person who came in was Tessa’s stepfather, Jacob.

Since Tessa knew she had no one to rely on except Jacob, she pretended to be a good daughter. She
stood up, walked up to him, and asked with a smile, “Dad, are you here to see mom?”

But unexpectedly, two crisp slap sounds echoed in the room. Tessa was slapped by Jacob hard. The
impact was so strong that Tessa fell to the floor, and one of her teeth was broken.

Tessa’s face was red and swollen, and the corner of her mouth bled.

She covered her cheek and asked aggrievedly, “Dad... Why did you hit me?”

Jacob snorted coldly.

ANGELA''sLIBRARY

“That’s just a small lesson for you. Pack your things and get out of my house right now!”

When Kenia saw that Tessa was being beaten, she felt so sorry for Tessa that she stopped pretending to
be sick. She jumped out of bed and shouted, “Jacob, what is wrong with you? Why do you hit my
daughter as soon as you come back? Have you forgotten that | am a member of the Lloyd family?”

This was Kenia’s usual trick. Every time she had a fight with Jacob, she would use the name of the Lloyd
family to suppress him.

Jacob’s company was not as big as that of the Lloyd family, and he even relied on the Lloyd family in
order to get some projects sometimes.



But this time, Kenia’s trick didn’t seem to work anymore. Jacob lifted his foot and kicked Kenia crazily.

Kenia was unprepared. As a result, she was kicked away, and her body hit the wall with a bang.

Her old injury had not recovered yet. And now, she had gotten another injury. Kenia was so hurt that
she cried hard. When Tessa saw that Jacob didn’t care about Kenia at all, she cried out, “Dad, what's the
matter with you?”

But suddenly, Jacob spat on Tessa’s face and threw a stack of Newspapers at her.

“Look at what you've done! You are so disgraceful!”

Tessa held the newspaper in her hand and looked at it. On the front page, there was a piece of eye-
catching news.

“One secret in Ardlens was revealed. A fake socialite lives a shameless life.”
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It wasn’t a long article. But Tessa’s full name was written in bold letters, and her background was
mentioned in detail. The article had dug up all the dissoluteness of her life when she was young and
studying abroad. The most ridiculous thing was that such a well-known newspaper company only
blurred Tessa’s hair.

Her face was clearly exposed. And each photo seemed especially chosen for the article. Aside from all
kinds of postures, there was also one photo of her at a party with three men. She Looked very dissolute
in the photo. She was wilder than those pornographic stars in movies and magazines.

Tessa’s face turned red in anger. She said through clenched teeth, “What kind of newspaper company is
this? How dare they publish something like this! I'll sue them for invading my privacy.”

Jacob sneered, “Really? Fine! Go ahead and file a lawsuit. Let’s see what you can do. Don’t you know
that those articles and photos on the Internet are more exciting than these? | am even surprised. |
really didn’t expect you to be wilder than me. Three men on one occasion? You are really something.”



The expression on Tessa’s face drastically changed upon hearing Jacob's words.

There were even more photos on the Internet?

She immediately took out her phone and checked. Sure enough, she was number one on the hot
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Indeed, there were more photos of her on the Internet, and they were more vulgar than those in the
newspapers. “Oh, my God! Socialites like her are very arrogant in public. | didn’t expect her to be so
slutty in her private life.”

“Socialite? This bitch named Tessa? Dude, look at her! Many parts of her body, including her breasts, are
fake. Besides, her mother is the daughter of a nanny who is also a mistress. No one in the upper- class
circle thinks highly of Tessa and her mother. How can she be a socialite?”

“] have more photos of her. Anyone interested? Just send me a private message. It’s all for free.”

This comment had more than eight thousand replies. It only meant that many people were interested to
see more photos of her. This was driving Tessa nuts.

Her slutty postures in those photos looked ugly. Just looking at them could already give her a heart
attack.

“Ah! Why are they doing this to me? What did | do wrong to them?”

Tessa was so angry that she almost went crazy.

Kenia, who had been silent since Jacob kicked her, was also confused.

Who on earth did this to Tessa? She hurriedly called the Lloyd family to ask for help, but she couldn't get
through. It turned out her number had been blocked.



At this moment, Tessa’s phone rang. It was the young man she met at the party and had been dating.

Tessa immediately answered it and said in a sweet voice, “Honey, let me explain. It’s all fake...”

“You bitch! Don’t play tricks on me anymore. I’'m in the hospital for a checkup now. If there’s anything
wrong with me, I’'m telling you.

Even if you hide in the sewer, I'll dig you out and break your Limbs.”

“Honey, it’s not like that...” Tears streamed down Tessa’s face. She wanted to explain. However, the
man had already hung up.
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All she could hear from the other end of the line was a beeping sound.

Tessa logged in to her social media account, only to find that even her circle of friends had shared her
photos and videos on their newsfeeds. She felt like a giant hand clenched her heart, and she couldn’t
breathe. To vent her emotions, she screamed with all her might. However, the fear in her heart could
not be dispelled.

She was doomed this time.

No one could save her.

Suddenly, Jacob’s angry voice rang out in the room.

“You sluts! Get out of my house with your filthy stuff now!”

Jacob no longer cared about Kenia’s and Tessa’s feelings. All his friends now knew he had such a
shameless stepdaughter, making him a laughingstock.



Upon hearing Jacob’s thunderous voice, the servants moved quickly and started throwing Kenia’s and
Tessa’s things out of the house.

When Kenia saw that only some of her clothes were on the ground, she hurriedly asked, “What about
my jewelry?” “| bought all your jewelry with my money. Don’t even think about taking it away. Fuck
offl”
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Kenia got angry at once.

“Jacob, are you out of your mind? Have you forgotten that we are related to the Lloyd family and the
Dixon family? Are you sure you can afford to offend them?”

Kenia’s words only infuriated Jacob even more. After all, he had been ignored by the Dixon family from
the very beginning. As for the Lloyd family, they would only assign several small projects to him every
now and then.

But just this morning, the Lloyd family abruptly terminated their cooperation with him. He went to the
Lloyd family’s residence to figure out what was wrong. However, they simply said they didn’t know him
and drove him away.

He mentioned Kenia’s name, hoping they would let him in. But the security guard only said there was no
Kenia in the Lloyd family.

Actually, Kenia’s father had divorced Sariah. With this scandal, Sariah, Kenia, and Tessa were instantly
disowned by the Lloyd family. It only meant that none of these three women was a good person. The
Lloyd family had severed the ties with them for good.

Jacob was a snobbish man who had been relying on the Lloyd family for the sake of money. Now that
the Lloyd family had cut ties with Kenia, why would he still keep the shameless Kenia and Tessa?



Kenia and Tessa were cast out of Jacob’s place. They had no place to go except for the Lloyd family’s
residence. However, no matter how hard they begged for mercy, they were only shut out by the security
guards.

Then, they went to the Dixon family’s mansion. But they were directly driven away by two big dogs at
the door.

Tessa was now in despair. They had nowhere else to go, so they decided to go to the hotel. But to their
dismay, all their cards were frozen.

Kenia was kicked by Jacob, so her body still hurt. She didn’t want to walk any longer. So, she had no
choice but to pawn her earrings to pay for a motel.
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Tessa looked around the cramped room and frowned disgustedly. She had never stayed in such a shabby
place in her life. She couldn’t imagine living here for a few more days, so she had to find another way
out.

She walked around the motel, trying to call everyone in the phonebook for help. But unfortunately, she
couldn’t contact any of them. Her last resort was Lauren.

At this moment, Lauren’s phone vibrated on the desk. When Jocelyn checked it and saw who was
calling, she asked Lauren, “My lady, do you want to answer it?”

Lauren had just come back from outside, and she was still wearing a mask. She was in a good mood, so
she said, “Give me the phone.”
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Jocelyn hesitated for a moment and said, “Miss Lloyd is in the doghouse. You'd better not get involved
with her anymore, lest Mr. Dixon finds out the secrets between you two.”



But Lauren said, “It's okay. Put her on speaker.” Jocelyn obediently followed Lauren’s instructions. Then,
Tessa’s miserable cry sounded from the other end of the line.

“Lauren, can you lend me some money? All my cards are frozen now. | don’t have cash with me at the
moment. | promise you | will pay you back as soon as possible.”

“Tessa, | really want to help you. But how can | send you money if your bank account is frozen? I’'m out
of the country now.” “You are out of the country?” Tessa murmured absent-mindedly.

“Yes. And | might stay here for a while.”

At this moment, the doorbell rang.

Jocelyn went to the front door and looked at the peephole. And she was stunned when she saw Tessa
standing outside the door. Tessa raised her hand and knocked. Then she said, “Lauren, open the door. |
saw you come in just now.”

Accold light flashed across Lauren’s eyes when she heard Tessa’s words on the phone. She hung up and
asked Jocelyn to open the door.

Tessa looked terrible at the moment. And as soon as she stepped into Lauren’s house, she cried
hysterically, “Lauren, | have nothing now.

Are you going to abandon me, too? We both know what | have done is for you. I've helped you a lot. |
did many things for you,

remember?”

Lauren had cried a lot in front of Tessa, slandering Raegan over and over again. Moreover, Lauren had
promised Tessa a large amount of money after marrying Mitchel. Because of these, Tessa did many
nasty things to Raegan and Raegan’s grandmother under Lauren's instructions.



Lauren comforted Tessa softly, “Tessa, calm down. You are a member of the Lloyd family. Your
grandparents won't leave you alone.”

However, Tessa became even more emotional when she heard this. “They don’t care about me
anymore! They stopped giving me money. | can’t even enter the Lloyd family’s house now.” Tears
streamed down her face.

“Lauren, you are the only one who can help me now. | can’t stay in the country anymore. Please lend
me some money. | want to go abroad for a while.”
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The young man Tessa was dating was diagnosed with an infectious disease. He had been looking for her,
threatening to kill her. Tessa was now like a rat crossing the street. She had nowhere to hide. She
couldn't help trembling every time she thought of this.

“Lauren, it was you who told me that Raegan was pregnant and asked me to get rid of her baby for you.
You must help me this. time.”

As soon as these words came out of Tessa’s mouth, the expression on Lauren’s face instantly changed.
There was an unspoken threat in Tessa’s words.

Meanwhile, a glint of malice flashed in Lauren’s eyes. It was then that she realized Tessa was of no use
to her. At this time, Jocelyn jumped in and cut Tessa off.

“Miss Lloyd, that’s not true. Did she explicitly ask you to work against Raegan?

No, she simply shared her suspicions about Raegan being pregnant because she deemed you as a close
friend. She never asked you to hurt anyone, especially not a child yet to be born.”
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However, it got her thinking. Hadn’t Lauren's constant grumbling and insinuations set the stage for her
animosity toward Raegan?

“Don't say that, Jocelyn,” Lauren chimed in. “I've always considered Tessa as family, and | feel it’s my
duty to help her when she’s going through a rough patch.”

After saying these words, Lauren winked at Jocelyn, who went inside for a moment. And when Jocelyn
returned, she had several bundles of cash.

Lauren grasped Tessa’s hand and said, “It’s not that | don’t want to help you. Mitchel has made it clear
that anyone who helps you is going against the Dixon Group. But | feel terrible seeing you Like this.
Here’s 6@ thousand dollars. It should help you get by for now.

Truth is, I've invested most of my money in portfolios over the years. But I'll find a way to send you
more, | promise.”

Tessa’s face drained of color when she heard the amount. Sixty thousand dollars would not even cover
expenses for her and her mom in their home country, much less fees for going abroad.

“| also heard from a friend who works at the nursing house that Raegan’s grandmother had been in
poor condition for quite some time,”

Lauren continued.

“But | never thought Raegan would go so far as to blame you for her grandmother’s death and even
push Mitchel to come after you.”

As she said this, Lauren made a show of wiping away the tears had gathered at the corner of her eye.
“Tessa, | really want to help you.

But now, Mitchel is so obsessed with Raegan that he’s not Listening to anyone else. | have to say, we've
underestimated her.”
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Tessa’s eyes welled up with tears. And when she spoke, her voice was thick with loathing.

“You're right. It’s all because of that bitch!

If she hadn’t come into the picture, | wouldn’t be in this mess. As long as I'm around, she won't know
peace!” Lauren feigned concern.

“Tessa, | advise you to not provoke her again.

Look at what you’ve already lost because of her.”

Lauren's words were a slap in Tessa’s face and a reminder of everything she had lost. Even her
reputation had gone down the drain.

In other words, she now had nothing to lose. Tessa gritted her teeth and swore, “I'll make sure that bitch
regrets every moment of her life!” After saying these words, Tessa grabbed the money and made her
way to the door.

Asinister smile crawled across Lauren's face. Before Tessa walked out the door, Lauren added, “Tessa,
even if | can’t support you with money, please remember I’'m always on your side.”

“Thank you, Lauren,” Tessa responded, feeling a warmth spread through her.

Once the door closed behind Tessa, Jocelyn let out a sigh of relief and turned to Lauren.

“My lady, you did well just now.”

The two of them shared a cunning and knowing smile. They were like two peas in one manipulative pod.
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Lauren's words were deliberately said to irritate Tessa and make the latter go against Raegan again.

Now, Tessa was like a cornered animal with no way out. Sooner or later, she would for sure do
something reckless.

All they had to do was sit back and enjoy the chaos that was sure to unfold.

Lauren's eyes turned venomous like a snake sizing up its prey. She could not help but think how lovely it
would be if Tessa could kill Raegan and the baby in her belly.

After all, Lauren had zero interest in dealing with Raegan herself, fearing being caught by Mitchel. Now,
Lauren drifted off into her fantasies as Mitchel’s doting wife.

At the Serenity Villa, Raegan was effectively cut off from the outside world. Mitchel had smashed her
phone, so she had no idea whether he had confronted Henley or not.

Henley had been her knight in shining armor more than once. The thought that his life and career could
be finished because of her left her tied up in knots.

Therefore, she was sleepless the entire night, gnawing on the fear that Mitchel might lash out at Henley.

The maid noticed Raegan’s dwindling appetite and kept persuading her to eat more. In just a few days,
Raegan had lost noticeable weight.
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Unable to take the anxiety any longer, Raegan finally asked the maid, “Could | borrow your phone for a
moment?” The maid hesitated. Mitchel had made it clear that Raegan was not allowed to leave or
contact anyone.

But as Raegan had been in low spirits in the past two days, the maid figured that one phone call would
not hurt, especially since it could cheer Raegan up.



With that, she handed over her phone and retreated to the kitchen.

Raegan could not recall Henley’s number, but Nicole’s was etched in her memory. After a chat with
Nicole, who was at the hospital with her dad, Raegan was relieved to learn that Henley was alright.

Nicole had just found out about the death of Raegan’s grandmother, and the news had hit her hard. She
was already grappling with her father’s illness, and this added another layer of sadness.

“Raegan, why didn’t you tell me? Are we still best friends?”
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Raegan bit her lower lip and responded, “I’'m sorry, Nicole. It happened so fast | couldn’t bring myself to
inform anyone.” Nicole sighed. She could not really stay angry at Raegan.

“Look, what kills me is the idea of you going through all of this alone. | should've been there with you. It
hurts to even think about it.”

Raegan nodded. “| know.” They had been friends for years. She understood what Nicole was getting at.

After the phone call, Raegan felt so much better. The maid served her a bowl of soup, which she
finished. Then, she went upstairs to get some rest.

Later in the day, as the sky dimmed into twilight, Mitchel arrived after being away for two days. It was
plain as day that he was in a bad mood. Without a word, he stormed up to the second floor. With a swift
kick, he flung the bedroom door open.

Raegan jumped at the sound. Before she could gather her thoughts, he yanked her by the collar and
pulled her out of bed.

Raegan almost fell down to the floor, so she gripped Mitchel’s hand and snapped, “What’s your
problem?” Mitchel looked at her, his face dark and gloomy. Raegan felt a shiver crawl down her spine.



“How dare you Lie to me, Raegan!”

Raegan’s heart raced. She wondered if Mitchel had found out the baby was his.

She quickly masked her panic and fired back, “What are you talking about?”

In response, Mitchel hurled a stack of photos at her.
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The photos showed Henley and Raegan at the hospital, including footage from the gynecology and
obstetrics department. Everything that happened was caught by the surveillance cameras.

According to Matteo’s investigation, the hospital doctors had also confirmed that Henley was
accompanying his wife for her prenatal check-ups.

The “wife in question was Raegan.

When Mitchel learned this, he felt like he had been hurled into the abyss.

Hadn’t he treated Raegan well enough?

How could she betray him like this?

Mitchel gritted his teeth and questioned, “What do you have to say for yourself now?”

Raegan’s face went as white as a sheet, and she hurriedly explained, “Mitchel, you've got it all wrong.
Let me explain...” “Alright. Go ahead. Isn’t that you in the photos?”

Raegan took a deep breath and admitted, “Yes, it’s me. But it was just a coincidence...”



She could not deny that the woman in the video was her. However, it was purely a coincidence that
Henley had taken her to the hospital twice.

“Coincidence?” Mitchel let out a scornful laugh.

“Coincidental enough for the doctors to assume you two are husband and wife?”

Despite struggling to find the right words, Raegan explained in desperation, “The doctor just
misunderstood the situation.” ninjanovel.com

“Can you even believe that yourself?” Mitchel, without even looking at her, grabbed Raegan’s hand and
started descending the stairs.

Flustered, Raegan squirmed in his grip and questioned in a_ shaky voice, “Where are you taking me?”
Mitchel paused and stared at her with an icy gaze.

“I'm taking you to the hospital. You're getting rid of this bastard.”

Raegan’s face turned pale upon hearing this. She clutched the hem of her clothes tightly to calm herself
down. Although her baby was not welcomed, it was definitely not a bastard.

“Mitchel, don’t you have anything nice to say?”

Raegan wanted to tell Mitchel the truth. The baby in her belly was his child.

If he couldn’t accept and love it, she hoped he wouldn't hurt it.

But, of course, she didn’t dare to say it. She was afraid that if she did, he would take her baby away, and
she would lose custody of it.
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Mitchel’s eyes turned cold. His grip on Raegan’s wrist tightened, and he said cruelly, “Getting rid of this
baby is the best thing to do.”

For him, this baby was a stain on his name. He would never allow it to come to this world. After saying
this, he carried Raegan on his shoulder and went downstairs. He walked to the car and threw her inside.

Then Mitchel got in the driver’s seat, started the car, and sped away. The force of inertia was so strong
that Raegan felt a violent push on her back, and her whole body was pulled back.

Raegan was so scared that she asked in a trembling voice, “Mitchel, where are you taking me?”
However, there was no answers from him. It was so silent inside the car that all she could hear was the
howling of the wind.

Soon, the car stopped. When Raegan looked out of the window, she found that they were outside a
high-end private hospital. Before she could react, Mitchel had already pulled her out.

Raegan finally realized why Mitchel brought her here, and her face turned deathly pale.

She thought that if she told Mitchel that the baby was not his, he would find it unacceptable. And he
would definitely divorce her. ninjanovel.com

But it turned out she was wrong all along. She didn’t expect that Mitchel would choose to make her
abort the baby.

She was so angry that she shouted, “Mitchel, | don’t agree! This is my baby. You have no right to abort
my baby!”

Mitchel just sneered, “Did you think of that when you cheated on me?

Do you think I can just accept this bastard and let it live?”



“My baby didn’t do anything wrong. It’s innocent.” Raegan grabbed Mitchel’s wrist tightly with both
hands and begged, “Mitchel, please don’t do this. Don’t make me go through an abortion. Please...”

Mitchel’s expression became even colder. He wasn’t moved at all. He looked ahead and ordered, “Take
her in.”

The nurse at the door walked over and held Raegan’s wrist to pull her in.

However, Raegan held Mitchel’s arm even tighter and cried hard.

“Mitchel, | have never begged you before. But this time... Please, spare my baby. Don’t do anything to
my baby...”

With tears streaming down her face, Raegan begged Mitchel over and over again. Her hoarse voice
sounded particularly harsh in the quiet night.

Her heart-wrenching cry was like a sharp knife that stabbed Mitchel’s chest. His heart ached.

Just thinking that she was carrying someone else’s child in her belly, he wanted to tear her apart.

But he wouldn't. He didn’t even have the heart to hit her.

He clearly knew that he could never let Raegan go. She only belonged to him. But he couldn’t let her
keep the child. He had to get rid of it.

The baby in her belly was like a time bomb.



