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Thomas drew his sword immediately. 

Thea took a step forward just in time, stopping him, and said, “Sir Caden, I’ll go with 
them. They said they won’t give me a hard time. I believe that members of the Void Sect 
are not the kind of people who would break their word.” 

Thea knew how powerful the Void Sect was. Even Tobias and Lucjan were defeated by 
them with a single attack. Moreover, the ones who defeated the two were merely Kaj’s 
subordinates. 

Kaj would definitely be a difficult person to deal with. He was undoubtedly a ninth-rank 
grandmaster. If they fought, Thomas might be no match for him. 

“But, Thea…” Thomas’ expression showed hesitation. He said, “Your due date is 
approaching. During this time, you should get plenty of rest.” 

Kaj said nonchalantly, “You don’t have to worry about that. The Void Sect has midwives 
too. Nothing bad will happen to Thea at the Void Sect.” 

After saying that, he extended his hand in welcome. 

Thea walked over. They then turned around and left. 

“Thomas, go back and tell James that we’ll be fighting at Mount Bane in Sol in a week.” 

He had already left, but his voice could still be heard. 

Right then, Sky walked over. Looking at Thomas, he said with a smile, ‘This is 
unexpected. James has actually offended members of the Void Sect.” 

Sky laughed. He had captured Thea to force James to deal with the Void Sect. Now that 
the Void Sect had taken Thea, he had achieved his goal. Without saying a word, 
Thomas gave Sky a cold stare before turning around and leaving with Tobias and 
Lucjan. 

After they left, Lucjan asked, “Your Majesty, what should we do now?” 

Thomas instructed, ‘The Void Sect is too powerful. More and more powerhouses are 
emerging. It’s getting fun. You two should head back immediately and take the Dragon 
Essence. In the shortest amount of time, get to the ninth rank. I’ll go see James in 
person.” 



“Yes.” They both nodded at the same time. Then, they left. 

Sky, on the other hand, was looking at the ruins of the palace with a sorrowful 
expression on his face. Although it was haphazardly constructed, it was still his domain. 

“Curse you, Maxine.” He clenched his fist. 

This time, he lost because he listened to Maxine. 

He then pressed his hand against his chest, a hint of pain visible on his face. “Why is 
the Prince of Orchid Mountain so powerful?” 

Clack, clack, clack. 

The sound of high heels on the ground could be heard. 

A gorgeous woman was approaching. 

Sky raised his head to look and saw Maxine walking over. His face darkened and he 
asked coldly, “You still dare to show up?” 

Maxine looked at Sky, who was injured and said, “I didn’t expect the Prince of Orchid 
Mountain to appear. I didn’t expect Tobias to come running over here either. In any 
case, none of that matters anymore. Thea was taken by the Void Sect. James will 
definitely go and save her. Now, we’ll just have to sit back and enjoy the show.” 

Sky took a deep breath. Looking at Maxine, he asked, ‘Tell me, where did the Void Sect 
come from? Why do they have so many skilled martial artists? Two of them appeared 
and defeated the two war gods of Japura, just like that. They are both ninth-rank 
grandmasters, yet they were defeated in a single round.” 

Maxine looked puzzled as well. “How would I know that? If you’re curious, go and ask 
the Omniscient Deity. He works in intelligence. He definitely knows the Void Sect’s 
history.” 

“What should we do now?” asked Sky. 

Maxine pondered for a moment and said, “Right now, things are a bit chaotic. The 
ancient martial arts world has been shaken up by the Void Sect. I think we shouldn’t get 
involved right now. Instead, we should seize this opportunity to further develop the 
country.” 

Sky asked, “What brilliant plan do you have in mind?” 

Maxine said, ‘Tacriyrus currently doesn’t have enough territory. If I were you, I’d expand 
the country’s territory as quickly as possible. Right now, Tacriyrus’ neighbors are all 



relatively small countries. They’ll be easy to control. If they aren’t, send an army to 
attack them and take over the other countries by force. 

“Besides that, Tacriyrus is too poor. Money is needed to develop it. 

Tacriyrus has yet to establish a currency, so it should introduce currencies from other 
countries.” 

Maxine began to make suggestions to Sky. 
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In a small mountain village… 

For the past few days, James had been meditating in seclusion. 

After eating the mysterious fruit that contained a tremendous amount of Empyrean 
Spiritual Energy, he was obsessively absorbing the Empyrean Spiritual Energy. His 
True Energy was growing stronger by the second. 

In the blink of an eye, five days had passed. 

James had been meditating in seclusion for five days. 

Five days later, Thomas appeared at the small mountain village. 

When he arrived, he saw James sitting in the courtyard in a lotus position, his entire 
body glowing with a brilliant light that alternated between black and white. He was about 
to walk over to James to inform him. 

Callan stopped him in time and said, “James is in closed-door meditation. If you need to 
talk to him, wait until his meditation is over.” 

Thomas glanced at Callan and said, “I need to speak with him about something very 
important.” 

Suddenly, he became aware of James’ extremely powerful aura. He exclaimed, slightly 
taken aback, “H-He’s trying to break into the ninth rank?” 

Callan nodded and said, “Mhm. He ate a mysterious fruit and has been meditating in 
seclusion for several days.” 



Only then did Thomas leave him alone. After all, the Void Sect had given them a week. 
He had only taken a day to get here from Tacriyrus. There were still six days left. It 
would be fine to wait a few more days. 

Currently, the Empyrean Spiritual Energy in the mysterious fruit was almost completely 
absorbed. James’ True Energy had reached new heights. 

In his world, an illusory Skyward Stairway materialized in front of his eyes. He strode up 
the Skyward Stairway, one step at a time, and soon arrived at the Skyward Stairway’s 
Ninth Stair. 

When he appeared on Skyward Stairway’s Ninth Stair, he immediately threw a powerful 
punch. 

Boom! 

As the punch connected, a terrifying force swept through. The grey barrier above the 
Skyward Stairway’s Ninth Stair was instantly shattered. A faint ray of bright light shone 
down from the sky. 

At the same time, Thomas and Callan noticed a brilliant ray of light suddenly falling from 
the sky. This brilliant light completely enveloped James, and his aura soared in this 
instance. 

‘This brat… He actually broke through.” 

Thomas watched what was happening with a hint of joy on his face. He never imagined 
James would be the first member of the Caden family to reach the ninth rank. 

After James smashed the barrier of the Skyward Stairway’s Ninth Stair, a brilliant light 
descended from the sky. 

He felt that the world was different. 

After James broke through the barrier, he could sense the boundless Empyrean 
Spiritual Energy in the earth and the sky. He had never felt anything like this before. 

Before, he could only sense it as day turned into night. 

Now, though it was still daytime, he could feel the boundless Spiritual Energy of the 
world. He took a very deep breath using the breathing method. A huge amount of 
Spiritual Energy entered his body with the air, nourishing him from head to toe. 

This feeling was fantastic. He did not realize how amazing the ninth rank was until he 
reached it. 



Right now, James was able to comprehend the strength of the Omniscient Deity, the 
Prince of Orchid Mountain, and the others. 

After years of being in the ninth rank and mastering the cultivation method, even if one 
rarely cultivated, their True Energy would still reach unfathomable heights. 

At this moment, James could feel everything in his body, from head to toe. He could 
look inside his own body. He could even see his blood flowing through his body, and he 
could see the pulsing of his cells. 

His cells and blood were both full of vitality. He felt incredibly powerful. 

“Phew!” 

He breathed in deeply. Then, he contained his aura and opened his eyes. 

As soon as he opened his eyes, he noticed Thomas and Callan nearby. He stood up 
and walked over. 

‘Callan, Grandfather.” 
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Callan looked at James hopefully and asked, “Did you break into the ninth rank?” 
“Mhm.” James nodded, a hint of a smile on his face. 

Thomas, on the other hand, said with a solemn expression, “Something happened.” 

“What is it?” James looked at Thomas, puzzled. 

Thomas answered, “Thea was taken by members of the Void Sect.” 

“What?” James was stunned, and a wave of rage swept through him. He stifled his rage 
and asked, “What happened? How did Thea get taken by the Void Sect?” 

Thomas gave a brief account of everything that had occurred. 

“Sky wanted to deal with the Void Sect, but he wasn’t sure he’d be successful. In order 
to make you deal with the Void Sect, he captured Thea. He intended to use Thea to 
threaten you. The Callahan family tried calling you, but no one picked up.” 

After hearing that, James took out his phone. There were indeed a lot of missed calls, 
as well as messages from Lex. 



Thomas continued, “Maxine came to see me and told me that Sky was going to attack 
Thea. By the time I rushed over to the Callahans’ villa, Thea had already been taken 
away. When I hurried over to Tacriyrus and was about to fight Sky, the Prince of Orchid 
Mountain appeared and defeated Sky. Sky was afraid of the consequences, so he 
decided to let her go. 

“We were going to leave as well after the Prince of Orchid Mountain had left, but the 
Void Sect showed up. 

“Kaj, the senior disciple of the Void Sect, claimed that you defeated a Void Sect disciple, 
and said that it was a disgrace to the Void Sect. So, they took Thea away and wanted 
you to go to Mount Bane for a fight after a week.” 

Hearing that, James waved his hand casually. The Primordial Dragon Blade 
immediately flew over from not far away. He held onto the sword and was about to 
leave. 

Thomas grabbed him in time and said, ‘There’s no need to be anxious. The fight is still a 
few days away.” 

“How can I not be anxious?” With a face filled with worry, James said,” Thea is going to 
give birth soon. If anything happens to her, I…” 

With a small wave of his hand, Thomas cut James off and said, ‘The Void Sect only 
wants to fight you. They promised not to give Thea a hard time and that as long as you 
arrive on time for the fight, they will let Thea go regardless of the outcome.” 

James exhaled a sigh of relief. 

Thomas continued, “Lately, the Void Sect has been going around challenging and 
defeating many martial artists. The Void Sect’s origins are still a mystery. I think you 
should head over to Mount Jade right now and ask the Omniscient Deity about it. It’s 
been said that the key to success is to know both your enemy and yourself.” 

“Is Mount Bane where the Void Sect and I will fight as promised?” 

“Yes.” 

“Alright, I’ll go to Mount Jade now and ask the Omniscient Deity where the Void Sect 
came from. Once I learn more about the Void Sect’s history, I’ll head straight to Mount 
Bane.” 

While holding the Primordial Dragon Blade, James turned around and left the small 
mountain village. 



He was extremely worried about Thea, even though the Void Sect had stated that they 
would not give Thea a hard time. Thea was going to give birth soon. If something were 
to happen now, he would be haunted by regret for the rest of his life. 

A day later, James appeared at the entrance of the Jade Sect. 

In front of the entrance, many disciples were patrolling. 

As soon as James appeared, he caught their attention. Once they realized he was 
James, a Jade Sect disciple came up to him and said with a respectful face, “So it’s Mr. 
Caden. The Omniscient Deity has already told us that whenever you come to visit, you 
can go straight to the back mountain to find him.” 

“Hm?” James was stunned. He asked, “Did Lord Omniscient know I’d come to visit 
him?” 

The Jade Sect disciple replied, ‘That I wouldn’t know.” 

“Many thanks.” 

James entered the Jade Sect and continued straight to the Jade Sect’s back mountain. 

At the back mountain and in front of a cliff, the Omniscient Deity was sitting on a rock, 
dressed entirely in white, with a blade of grass between his lips. 

“You’re here.” Without even turning his head, he felt James’ presence the moment he 
arrived. 

“Mhm.” James walked over and sat on a rock beside the Omniscient Deity. ‘This time, 
I’m here to ask you some questions.” 

“You know the rules.” The Omniscient Deity gave James a quick glance, then 
immediately sensed that James’ aura was different from before. He could not help but 
be surprised and exclaimed, “Y-You broke through?” 
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When James first appeared, the Omniscient Deity did not sense it. 

Now, he could feel it. 

James’ aura was different from before. Right now, his aura was restrained. Only his soft 
breathing could be detected, not the undulation of his True Energy. In an instant, he 
realized James had broken through. 



The Omniscient Deity stood up in shock. He fixed his gaze on James. 

“Mhm.” James nodded gently. 

The Omniscient Deity took a deep breath. 

It was too fast. About two weeks ago, James was still asking him about the ninth rank. 
He never expected that in just two weeks, he would advance to the ninth rank. 

His own journey to the ninth rank came to mind. It was embarrassing. 

However, he was also relieved, since James was the only person after him who had 
made it through on his own. 

Whether it was the Prince of Orchid Mountain or Sky, they all had to rely on something 
else to get to the ninth rank. Despite gaining the power of the ninth rank, it would take 
them a very long time to reach the true ninth rank. 

After his shock, the Omniscient Deity sat down once again. “I assumed you came to me 
this time to inquire about the cultivation method. Now that you’ve broken into the ninth 
rank, you seem to have already mastered that. What brought you here to see me this 
time?” 

“I want to learn about the Void Sect.” 

When the Omniscient Deity heard that, his face became solemn. 

‘The Void Sect…” he muttered, repeating these three words. 

James said, “You’ve lived for over two thousand years, Lord Omniscient. I’m sure 
you’ve heard of them and know a lot about them. Currently, the Void Sect is constantly 
challenging the martial artists in Sol. The majority of Sol’s martial artists were defeated. 
Aside from that, the Void Sect kidnapped my wife and demanded that I fight them on 
Mount Bane.” 

The Omniscient Deity worked in intelligence. Needless to say, he knew about this. At 
the time, word of this incident had already spread. Martial artists all over the world knew 
that the Void Sect had taken away Thea and was going to fight James on Mount Bane. 

After some muttering and mumbling, the Omniscient Deity exhaled a deep sigh and 
said, “Initially, due to your lack of strength, you were not qualified to know these things. 
Since you’ve now crossed into the ninth rank, and you’ve even done so by your own 
efforts, I’ll share some secrets with you.” 

James held his breath in anticipation. Previously, he had been told by the Omniscient 
Deity that the world he was familiar with was just the tip of the iceberg. 



The Omniscient Deity said, ‘This world… is not as simple as you think. Did you think the 
ninth rank was the end point of martial arts? If I tell you right now that it’s only the 
beginning, will you be shocked?” 

“Only the beginning?” James was astonished. 

He was definitely shocked. In fact, he did believe that the ninth rank was the end point 
of martial arts since the ninth rank was too powerful. 

Right now, the Omniscient Deity was telling him that this was only the beginning. How 
could he not be shocked? How could he not be baffled? 

“Mhm. It’s only the beginning.” The Omniscient Deity said, “Earth is a world that has 
been sealed. The Earth’s surface is vast, but for some reason, it has been sealed. The 
Earth you’re familiar with is the one after it was sealed.” 

“Sealed?” James had a bewildered look on his face. 

“Actually, I don’t know much about it either.” The Omniscient Deity wore a casual 
expression. “I also heard it from my teacher. And my teacher is not an earthling.” 
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“Not an earthling?” James was shocked once more. 

“Actually, they are. Kind of.” James was stunned. 

‘What is the meaning of not an earthling, but kind of an earthling?’ 

“My teacher was from the Sealed Realm.” 

Slowly, the Omniscient Deity began to talk and revealed a secret. 

James took a deep breath, forcing himself to stay calm, and asked, “What’s the Sealed 
Realm?” 

The Omniscient Deity said, “I don’t know much about it either. Back then, my teacher 
told me that the Sealed Realm is, strictly speaking, on Earth. However, its space has 
been sealed off, and we’re unable to enter. When my teacher was leaving, they said 
that in less than a thousand years, the Sealed Realm would be released. 

“Once the seal is broken, martial artists from the Sealed Realm will be able to appear on 
Earth. At that time, the Earth will experience shocking and significant changes. As to 
how things will turn out in the end, I’m not sure either.” 



‘Then what about the Void Sect?” James asked tentatively, “Did the Void Sect come 
from the Sealed Realm?” 

The Omniscient Deity nodded softly and said, “Probably. Given that I’ve been living on 
Earth for nearly two thousand years, I’m aware of almost everything that happens on 
Earth. Even when the Prince of Orchid 

Mountain faked his death back then, he couldn’t fool me. However, I’ve not heard of the 
Void Sect. It really did appear out of nowhere. There’s only one explanation, and that is 
the Void Sect came from the Sealed Realm.” 

Right now, James was still a little perplexed. 

“Lord Omniscient, what does this so-called Sealed Realm actually mean?” 

After giving it some thought, the Omniscient Deity pulled out a sheet of white paper. He 
then crushed it and rolled it into a ball. 

James watched with confusion on his face. Immediately after, the Omniscient Deity 
spread out the white paper. 

“It’s similar to this piece of paper. When rolled up, it is our world. The inside is actually 
hidden. Once it is unfolded, its internal space will be released. Of course, this is only an 
analogy. I don’t know much about the details.” 

James did not really understand it. 

The Omniscient Deity continued, “If the Void Sect is indeed from the 

Sealed Realm, it means that the Sealed Realm is already opening up and some martial 
artists have emerged. My teacher left me a message at the time, saying that if the seal 
weakens, I should gather the four seals as soon as possible.” 

James was listening intently. When he heard this, he had to ask, “What four seals?” 

The Omniscient Deity explained, “According to my teacher, they were from many years 
ago. The seal can only be released properly once all four seals have been gathered. 
When that happens, the Earth will undergo a remarkable transformation. When the seal 
is released, the sealed Spiritual Energy, or Primordial Energy, will be released 
completely. The Earth will then be brimming with life. After you reached the ninth rank, 
did you sense the huge amount of Spiritual Energy in the earth and the sky?” 

“Yes, I did,” James said, “I couldn’t feel it before, except when the days were 
transitioning into nights. Isn’t it because I’ve reached the ninth rank that I’m able to 
sense it?” 



“No,” the Omniscient Deity corrected, “It’s not because of that. The Empyrean Spiritual 
Energy appeared only after the Void Sect showed up. 

This supports my theory that the Void Sect originates from the Sealed Realm. The 
Earth’s seal is already weakening.” 

Phew! 

James took a deep breath. What the Omniscient Deity had said was too unfathomable. 

“And Mount Bane is exactly where the seal is located.” The Omniscient Deity began 
again. 

“Mount Bane?” James was startled. 

The Omniscient Deity nodded. “Mhm. At Mount Bane. Before my teacher left, they told 
me that as soon as the seal began to come loose, I should gather the four seals, head 
to Mount Bane, and completely open the seal.” 

‘This is both a disaster and a blessing for humanity.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“When the seal is released, the Empyrean Spiritual Energy will be released. Everything 
will change. Even wildlife will undergo mutations and become extremely powerful. This 
is a disaster for humans, who are at the top of the food chain. At the same time, it’s also 
a blessing for humans. Since various plants will mutate, a large amount of fruit 
containing the Empyrean 

Spiritual Energy will appear. When people consume them, their strength will increase 
dramatically.” 

“So that’s why.” 

James understood now. 

The small mysterious plant he had come across sometime ago was born as a result of 
the changes in the world. 

In that case, he was quite lucky to have acquired the small plant containing Spiritual 
Energy before the world began to change completely. 

 


