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Zachary laughed.

The kids were always eager to take on tasks like this.

You could tell they sometimes had little disagreements while playing. It
reminded him of how he, Josh, and Duncan used to have their own conflicts,

but they always resolved them quickly without holding any grudges.

After the bodyguards unloaded the gifts from the car, Zachary led them toward
the yard.

Just then, Serenity stepped out of the house.

The couple paused and looked at each other.

As the saying goes, “Being apart for a day feels like three years.”
They hadn’t seen each other for quite a while, and it felt even longer.
Serenity was worried—about Zachary and Liberty.

Thankfully, everything was finally over, and they were safe.

“Seren,” Zachary said with a smile as he walked toward her.

Serenity quickly moved toward him, and the couple embraced each other
tightly before finally letting go.

“Zachary, you're finally back,” Serenity said.

‘I promised I'd come to take you and Sonny home, so of course, I'd come
back,” Zachary replied.

He gently pulled back to look at Serenity, relieved to see that she looked
healthy.

He then hugged her again before holding her hand. “| came back early
because | knew you were here, so | came to pick you up.”



“We were getting ready to head back to the city. Titus and Sonny told me you
were here, but | didn’t believe them,” Serenity said, smiling brightly.

Zachary’s early arrival filled her heart with happiness.

“Seren, Mr. York, please come in,” Jane said, smiling as she held her son.
Others also warmly welcomed Zachary inside.

Zachary politely greeted everyone as he entered the house.
He noticed Avah, who was being held by Grandma Murphy. Ben’s two
children had grown so much in such a short time, and they looked even more

adorable.

Seeing them, Zachary understood why his grandmother always wanted to
bring Avah home—she was simply too cute.

Then, Zachary’s eyes shifted to Serenity’s slightly rounded belly.

He looked away from the kids, feeling no need to envy Ben. In a few months,
he would be holding his own baby.

Whether they had a son or daughter, with his and Serenity’s good looks, their
child would surely be smart, cute, and beautiful. A son would be handsome,
and a daughter would be lovely.

He was confident their child wouldn’t be anything less than beautiful.

The bodyguard set the gifts on the table.

Jane said to Zachary, “Mr. York, you're too kind. You brought so many things;
my mother’s house already has everything.”

Whenever Jane visited her family, she always made sure to bring whatever
was needed. Often, her brother and sister-in-law would take care of it before
she even had the chance.

“It's my first time visiting, so | couldn’t come empty-handed,” Zachary said with
a smile. “My wife and nephew have been here for two days.”

Serenity added, “Auntie prepared a lot of farm produce for us to take back. It's
a nice exchange.”



The Murphy family knew Serenity would be returning to Wiltspoon soon, so
they packed plenty of farm products for her, just like they did for Jane.

Mrs. Murphy had a soft spot for Serenity and truly cared about her friend’s
daughter.

Fortunately, both Serenity and Liberty were in a much better place now,
happily married into good families.
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“Mr. York just got here. Why don’t we let him rest a bit and head back in the
evening?” Jane suggested.

Alannah agreed, “Yes, let’s leave in the evening. Seren can return to
Wiltspoon tomorrow or the day after. Mr. York must be tired from his business
trip, so let him relax at our place. Plus, tomorrow’s the weekend—perfect for
Ben to join us.”

Zachary smiled and said, “That sounds good, but | don’t want to impose.”

Alannah reassured him, “You’re not imposing at all. We'd love to have you
here. And I’'m sure Sonny isn’t ready to leave yet.”

She called Sonny over, pulling him into her arms, and asked, “Would you like
to stay and play a bit longer?”

Sonny replied, “I don’t mind. I'll go back when my aunt goes back. I'm staying
with her.”

Liberty hadn’t come back yet, so Sonny wasn’t in a rush.

Zachary said, “You're having so much fun, huh? Well, your mom will be back
soon. Uncle Duncan already went to Jensburg to pick her up.”

Sonny just nodded, “Oh.”

He knew about it but had jokingly complained that Duncan didn’t take him
along to see his mom.



Duncan explained that Sonny was having too much fun at FC Manor to leave,
and besides, Jensburg was far and cold. It was okay for a short visit, but not
for a long stay.

Sonny stopped complaining but playfully made Duncan promise to take him
along next time. Duncan just laughed, finding Sonny’s jealousy over his mom
amusing.

“Alright, let’s leave in the evening,” Serenity said.

Zachary agreed. Even if Serenity wanted to stay another night at the
Murphy’s, he’d gladly stay with her.

The Murphy family’s house had plenty of rooms, so staying there would be no
problem. Of course, staying at FC Manor would be even nicer—more space
and the chance to spend time with friends.

“Mr. York, have you eaten?” Jane asked suddenly.

Zachary replied, “We had a little something on the plane.”

“Are you still hungry?” Jane asked.

Zachary politely declined, saying he wasn’t hungry and didn’t want them to go
to the trouble of cooking again.

Serenity then led Zachary to the guest room to rest.

As soon as they entered and closed the door, Zachary wrapped his arms
around Serenity from behind, turning her to face him.

“Seren, | missed you so much,” he said, holding her tightly.
Serenity hugged him back, “I missed you too. Every free moment | had, | was
thinking of you and worrying about everyone. I'm just so relieved that you’re

all safe.”

‘I promise I'll always come home to you,” Zachary said, gently letting her go
and placing his hand on her growing belly.

The baby gave a little kick.



“Seren!” Zachary said softly, eyes wide with wonder. “The baby kicked! | just
felt it.”

Serenity laughed, giving him a playful look. “If the baby didn’t move, then we’'d
be worried. The kicks are stronger now, especially in the evenings. It's
amazing to feel.”

Zachary knelt down, resting his face gently against her belly, his hand placed
softly on it. He whispered, “Hey, baby, it's Daddy. I'm back from my trip, here
to take you and Mommy home.”
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The baby kicked again, and Zachary smiled. “Seren, our baby understands
us! They kicked again just now.”

Serenity replied, “Your hand’s on my belly, so the baby probably thinks you're
playing with them.”

“I really believe babies can understand,” Zachary said. “Books say they can
hear sounds while still in the womb. That's why we do prenatal education,
right?”

He continued, speaking softly to the baby, “Do you miss Daddy? From now
on, I'll be here with you and Mommy, watching you grow. Be good and don't
kick Mommy too hard; it might hurt her. Save your kicks for me when you’re
out. | can handle it.”

Serenity watched Zachary talk to their baby, her heart full of happiness.
Seeing his softer side made her feel like she had everything she needed in
the world. Zachary had changed for her, and his tenderness was reserved just
for her.

A few minutes later, Zachary stood up and lifted Serenity off her feet. She
instinctively wrapped her arms around his neck, giggling, “You didn’t even
warn me! You scared me.”

He carried her to the sofa and gently set her down. “I didn’t want you standing
for too long and getting tired. With me here, you don’t need to worry about
anything.”



He sat down next to her, and Serenity leaned her head on his shoulder. “|
missed you so much, hubby.”

“‘Me too,” Zachary said with a smile. “Don’t you miss me enough to show it?”
He teased, clearly expecting something.

Understanding what he wanted, Serenity stood up, wrapped her arms around
him, and gave him a gentle kiss on the lips. They held each other in a long
embrace, only pulling back reluctantly.

“If you weren’t pregnant, I'd take you to bed right now and show you how
much | love you,” Zachary said with a grin.

Serenity teased him, “Oh really? Thousands of times? Are you sure you can
manage that?”

Zachary hesitated and then laughed, “Okay, maybe that was a bit of an
exaggeration.”

“‘Hubby,” Serenity said softly.

“Yeah?”

“Zachary,” she called his name.

“What is it? Just call me ‘hubby.’ | love hearing you say it. It makes me feel so
good,” Zachary said, smiling as he placed his hand on her belly again. “After
the baby is born, I'll make sure to catch up on all the cuddling and kissing |

missed, with interest.”

Serenity’s cheeks turned red at his words. “Actually... if you're gentle, it
shouldn’t be a problem now,” she whispered, her blush deepening.

Zachary loved seeing her blush. He gently replied, “I'm worried about the
baby. It's okay, | can wait. When we’re back home, we can talk about it.”

He then changed the subject, “What do you think we should name our baby?”
‘I haven’t thought of any names yet,” Serenity said. “| know there’s still time,

but as my due date gets closer, | feel like it's coming so fast. Maybe we
should start thinking of a few good names now.”



Zachary nodded, “Yes, we have time. Let’'s come up with some names for a
baby girl too, just in case we’re blessed with one.”

He smiled as he thought about their friends’ children, saying, “Avah has grown
even cuter, and Enzo is adorable when he’s not crying. Their big, bright eyes
just melt my heart.”
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Zachary said, “I’'m a bit jealous of Ben. He suddenly has a son and a
daughter, and they’re both so adorable. | can see why my grandma’s face
lights up when she sees Avah and always wants to hold her.”

Serenity leaned on his shoulder. “Let’s be realistic about having a daughter.
Remember when we joined the pregnancy group during the checkup? They
said you can guess the baby’s gender based on how much they move. It’s not
always right, but it's something to consider. Our baby is 99% likely to be a
boy.”

“You should focus on picking a name for our son. You can think of names for
a daughter too, but we might not use them right now. Maybe in a few years,”
she said with a smile.

Twins, like Ben and Jane’s boy and girl, are rare and precious. They’re lucky
to have them.

Zachary hesitated, “I haven’t thought of a good name for her yet.”

“‘Don’t rush,” Serenity said. “If we ever have a daughter, maybe we can call
her something simple like Pannu. People sometimes give their kids funny
nicknames to bring good luck.”

Serenity gave him a disapproving look. Zachary quickly added, “Just as a
nickname, not a real name. They say nicknames bring kids good fortune and
keep them healthy.”

“You could call your baby something cute like Watermelon or Mango, but not
Pannu,” Serenity said, laughing. “If those names were really effective, you'd
be called Pannu York right now.”



She burst into laughter at the idea of Zachary being named Pannu York. “Why
don’t you change your name to Pannu York?” she teased.

“‘No way!” Zachary laughed. “My parents aren’t having any more kids, so it
wouldn’t matter anyway.”

“Okay, no ugly nicknames,” he agreed, realizing he didn’t want to give their
baby an embarrassing name.

Zachary then suggested, “How about we name the baby Hunt York? Your last
name is Hunt, and mine is York.”

Serenity paused, “Hunt York? That sounds a bit plain.”

“There’s no rush to decide,” she said thoughtfully. “Let’s choose the right
characters for the name when the baby’s born. We can consider their birth
date and time to find something meaningful.”

While Serenity preferred a more thoughtful name, Zachary liked the simplicity
of Hunt York. He thought it was a nice blend of both their last names.

“Do you really want to call him Hunt York?” Serenity asked, sensing that
Zachary was serious about it.

“‘Hunt York isn’t a bad name, but it's kind of ordinary,” she said after a
moment. “But as parents, all we really want is for our child to be safe and
healthy. It's okay if the name is simple. We're just regular people, so Hunt
York will do for now.”

“Let’s keep thinking about it over the next few months,” she added. “If we
come up with a better name before the baby is born, we can always change
it.”
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When Serenity mentioned it, Zachary could tell she still wasn’t happy with the
name Hunt York.

He replied, “We still have a few months to decide. Let’s take our time to think
of a nice name, maybe come up with a few options.”



He added, “I'm sure my parents and grandma will also suggest names for the
baby since he’s the first grandson and great-grandson.”

The first child always gets a lot of love and attention from everyone.

Serenity smiled and said, “I'll leave the naming to you. You can handle it
because I’'m not good at coming up with names.”

“Alright, don’t worry about it,” Zachary said, leaning in to kiss her cheek gently.
“l just want you to be happy and not stressed.”

Serenity replied, “With you around, | don’t even have the chance to get tired.
Do you want to rest, honey? You should take a break, and I'll go check on
Sonny and the others downstairs.”

Zachary said, “I'm not tired. | slept on the plane.”

“But if you rest with me, I'll feel more relaxed. You've been working hard
during the business trip, and you still have tasks to handle in Jensburg.”

“Sonny has Titus to play with, so there’s no need to watch them closely. Both
kids are smart and learning martial arts. They’re not easily picked on.”

Zachary stood up, carrying his wife to the bed, and sat down.
“‘Jane and the others are keeping an eye on them,” he said.

Jane had suggested that Serenity take Zachary upstairs for some alone time,
giving the couple a moment to relax and enjoy each other’'s company.

“Alright, let’s rest for an hour,” Serenity agreed, not wanting to be apart from
Zachary.

They lay down on the bed, still fully dressed.

Serenity rested her head on Zachary’s arm, turning to face him. She touched
her belly as she lay on her side.

“Are you uncomfortable?” Zachary asked, noticing her movement.



“No, it’s just that my belly’s getting bigger, and it's hard to lie on my back. |
feel better on my side, plus | get to look at you. You’re so handsome,” she
said, planting a couple of kisses on his cheek.

Zachary smiled.

He’d been called handsome many times, but when Serenity said it, it made
him feel like he could smile for days.

Pulling her closer, he said, “To me, you're the most beautiful woman in the
world.”

“‘Beauty is in the eye of the beholder,” Serenity said, feeling that his love made
her seem more beautiful than she really was.

“What’s been going on with your brothers recently?” she asked, enjoying their
lighthearted conversation.

Zachary replied, “Tatum has been busy with work and hasn’t had much
chance to connect with Elora yet. He says he already thinks of her as his
future wife, just like how Callum treated Camryn back then. Tatum even told
us he might not come home for the holidays and suggested we visit him in the
city where he works if we miss him.”

Zachary always kept an eye on his brother Tatum’s love life.
“I'd love to visit,” Serenity said, “but I'm pregnant now, and even if | could

handle the travel, you’'d never let me go. Once the baby’s born, we should
definitely plan a trip to meet my future sister-in-law.”



