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Scatteredaroundhim,werethecarcassesofthewhitewolvesfrom beforethathaddiedupon
impact.

Withhow toughGerald’sbodywas,itwasnowonderwhyhehadnotonlysurvived,buthe
barelysufferedanyinjuries!Duetothat,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeheslowlyawoke…

Checkingtoseeifhehadsufferedanyinjuries,Geraldwasdelightedtofindoutthathisbody
wasa-okay.

Afterhoppingoffthethickets,Geraldthenretrievedhissmallknifeandbeganslicingthe
meatoffthewhitewolves.Sincehedidn’tknow how muchlongerhewasgoingtoremain
stuckhere,Geraldknewthathehadtostockuponfoodwhilehecould.

Oncehehadgatheredenough,Geraldbeganwalkingaroundtogatherhisbearings.

Whathewasabletowitnesssoonafter,however,wasnothingshortofautopia.Staringin
amazement,itwasthefirsttimeGeraldhadeverseensuchabeautifulplace.Itwasso
beautiful,infact,thatGeraldsimplyknewthatsuchaplacecouldn’texistanyplaceelse.

Ashecontinuedwalkingaroundthefairyland-likeplace,Geraldwassurprisedtosuddenly
hearagentleandalmostetherealfemalevoicesaying,“Who’sthere?”

Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,Geraldwasimmediatelygreetedbythesightofa
woman—whohadawhite,muslindressonandalongswordinhand—hoveringoutfrom the
forest…

StoppingclosetoGerald,hethenwatchedasshepointedtheswordtowardhim.

Ratherthanbeingafraid,Geraldwasmorestunnedthananything.Tothinkthatsucha
flawless-lookingwomanwithsuchpuretemperamentwouldactuallybeinthisplace!

Afterstaringatherforawhilelonger,Geraldeventuallysnappedoutofitbeforereplying,“…I…
fellfrom theholymountainandsomehowwounduphere!”

Uponhearingthat,thecharmingwomanraisedaslightbrow.Lookingathim ratherdoubtfully,
shethenasked,“And…you’retellingmefallingallthewaydownheredidn’thurtyouatall?”

Shewasrighttofeeldoubtful.Afterall,Geraldlookedperfectlyfinedespitehisclaims!

“There’s a reason forthat!You see,I’m a person who’s training to attain spiritual
enlightenment!Duetothat,suchheightsaren’treallyabigdealtome!”explainedGerald.

“…Areyoureallysomeonewho’straining to attainspiritualenlightenment…?”askedthe
woman,almostasthoughshewantedtobeabsolutelysureofhisclaim…

Afterseeinghow determinedlyGeraldnoddedinresponse,thewomanfeltthathewas
probablytellingthetruth.Decidingtobelievehim fornow,shethenloweredherswordbefore
sheathingit…

Seeingthatshewasnowbeinglessvigilanttowardhim,Geraldtookthechancetoask,“…IfI
may,couldIknowwhoyouare?Also,whyareyouhere?Andwhatevenisthisplace…?”

“…MynameisJuneLovelybite,andI’m theguardianofMagicLand,theplaceyou’recurrently
in!”repliedJuneinacasualtone.

“…Ibegyourpardon,MagicLand…?”mutteredGerald,feelingutterlybewildered.Tothinkthat
suchaplaceexistedwithinJaellatra!



ItappearedthatJaellatrastillhadmanysecretsthathadyettobediscovered…Jaellatratruly
wasamysteriousplace…

Regardless,JunethenpromptedGeraldtofollow her.Afterflyingtogetherforabit,they
eventuallyarrivedatasecludedhouse…

“That’swhereIlive.I’llallowyoutoresthereforanight.Oncedawncomes,I’llleadyououtof
thisplace!”saidJune.

“How…longhaveyouevenbeenlivinghere,June…?”askedGerald.

From whathehadbeenabletogather,Junesimplydidn’tfeellikeahumanwhobelongedto
therealworld.Ifhewasgoingtobehonest,sheseemedmorelikesomeancientfairy…

“Twothousandyearsorso.”
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Thesecondheheardthat,Gerald’seyesimmediatelywidened.Thoughhethoughtthathehad
heardwrong,hequicklyrealizedthatthatwasn’tthecase.

Twothousandyears…Tothinkthatthisyoung-lookingwomanwasatleasttwothousand
yearsold…!How terrifying!Andtothinkthatshehadstayedhere—remainingcompletely
undiscovered—throughoutthatperiod!WhatkindofpersonevenwasJune…?

Hadhenotfallenintothevalley,Geraldcould’veverywellhavemissedheraswell…

SeeingthatGeraldhadnofurtherquestions,Junetookthechancetoask,“Nowthen…enough
aboutme.Whydidyoucometotheholymountain?”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldrecalledwhyNoriandtheothershadhikedupthemountaininthe
firstplace.Withthatinmind,Geraldthenreplied,“Icameheretolookforanancientherb
knownasthethousand-year-oldpanaxginseng!”

“You…cameherelookingforthatherb…?Whatdoyouneeditfor?Areyoutryingtocreatea
rejuvenatingpellet?”askedJuneasshefrownedslightlywhilelookingatGerald.

“Oh?Doyouknowanythingaboutit?”askedGeraldwhowasnowsurethatJuneknewmore
abouttheherbthanhedid.

“Thethousand-year-oldpanaxginsengisanextremelyvaluableherbinMagicLand…Afterall,
itonlygrowsonceeverythousandyears.Withthatinmind,it’scurrentlyabouttimeitgrew
again!”repliedJune.

Hearingthat,Geraldfounditalmostinconceivable!TothinkthattheherbNoriwaslookingso
hardforwasinMagicLandallalong!Nowondertheyweren’tabletofinditonholymountain!

“…Truthbetold,whatIsaidwasonlypartiallytrue.Yousee,Icamehereonarescuemission
tosaveafriendwhofoundherselfindangerwhilelookingforthatherb…Idon’treallyknow
muchaboutthatherb,andIjusthappenedtogettowhereIam bychance!”saidGerald,not
wantingJunetocontinuemisunderstandinghisreasonforbeinghere.

While Gerald could tellthatJune had only entered the First-soul-rank in the Sage
Realm—which meantthattherewasno wayshewasevergoing to beableto defeat
him—Geraldwasn’taviciousperson.Withthatinmind,therewasnowayhewasgoingto
attackJuneoverthatherb.

Whateverthecasewas,afterhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,Junegavehim alongstare



beforeturningaroundwhilestating,“…Comewithme!”

Doingassheinstructed,bothofthem soonarrivedataratherlargegarden…andwithinit,
severalflowersthathadpetalsresemblingicecrystalscouldbeseen…

Hiseyesnow widened,Geraldrealizedthatthegardenwasfilledwiththousand-year-old
panaxginsengs!

“Thosearetheherbsyouseek!”declaredJuneasGeraldcontinuedstaringatthebeautiful
flowersthatlookedexactlyliketheonethatNorihadshowedhim inherphoto.

Afterawhile,GeraldturnedtolookatJunebeforeasking,“…Couldyoutellmewhattheherb
isspecificallyusedfor…?Whyisitsovaluableinthefirstplace?”

Laughinginresponse,Junethenrevealedafaintsmilebeforeexplaining,“AsIsaidbefore,it’s
usedtomakerejuvenatingpellets,andtheycanbeusedtobringthedeadbacktolife!With
thatsaid,youtellmeifthey’revaluableornot!”

Hearingthat,GeraldnowrealizedthattherumorsNorihadheardweren’texaggeratedinthe
least.Byrefiningthousand-year-oldpanaxginsengs,rejuvenatingpelletscouldtrulybemade!

“Then…hasarejuvenatingpelleteverbeenmade…?”askedGerald.

Givingnoverbalreply,Juneinsteadtookoutascrollfrom oneofhersleevesbeforehandingit
toGerald.

Curious,Geraldopenedthescrollandslowlybeganscanningthroughit…onlytofindhimself
gettingincreasinglystunnedthemoreheread!

Thescrollrecordedeverysingletimerejuvenatingpelletshadbeencreatedaswellaswhere
theyweremade…Despitethereonlybeingthreepelletstohaveeverbeenmade,everytime
onewasbroughtintoexistence,majordisasterswerealwaysimminent!Withthatinmind,
rejuvenatingpelletsweredefinitelycategorizableasominousitems…
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Sothat’swhytheherbshadbeenkeptsowellhiddenfrom therestoftheworld…Junewas
evenheretoconstantlystandguardoverthethousand-year-oldpanaxginsengs!

“Nobodyshouldevergettheirhandsontheherbs…Otherwise,catastrophewillbesureto
follow!I’m sureyoucanunderstandthat,right?”saidJuneasshestaredatGerald.

Nowunderstandingtheconsequencesthatcouldhappen,Geraldsimplynoddedashereplied,
“Iunderstand.Don’tworry,Iwon’ttakeanyofthem!”

“I’m gladtohearthat.Regardless,I’llbegivingyousomethingtoexpressmygratitude!”said
Juneasshegracefullywavedherhand,promptingasmall,cubictreasureboxofsortsto
materializewithinherpalm…

Afterreceivingthetreasureboxfrom June,thecuriousGeraldwonderedwhatshehadjust
givenhim.Carefullypryingtheboxopen,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofasingletinypellet
inside…

LookingupatJune,Geraldthensaid,“…This…”

“That’sarejuvenatingpellet,andit’stheonlyoneIconstantlykeepwithme.Icansensehow
strongyouare,soI’llbeleavingthispillwithyou.Mayitbeusefultoyou!”repliedJune.



Geraldwashonestlyflabbergastedbythisturnofevents.Afterall,Junewasactuallywillingto
givehim suchaninvaluablething.Thiswastheonlyexistingrejuvenatingpelletforheaven’s
sake!

“I…Iappreciatethatyou’regivingmesuchapreciousgift…I…HowshouldIeventhankyou…?”
askedGerald,honestlyfeelingthathedidn’tdeservetobegivensuchaninvaluableitem out
oftheblue.

“There’snoneedtothankme!”repliedJunerathercasually.

Followingthat,sheledGeraldawayfrom hergardenandbacktoherhome…

Itwasn’tlongafterwhennightfell…

Despitehowdarktheskyhadgotten,theinsideofatemporarycamp—thathadbeensetup
quiteadistancefrom theholymountain—wasstillbrightlylit…

WhileQuestandtheothershadmadeitbacktothecampinonepiece—andwerecurrently
insidethattent—,everyonehadsolemnexpressionsontheirfaces.

AfterwitnessingwhathadhappenedtoGerald,everyonewaseitherabsent-mindedorfilled
withoverwhelminggriefatthemoment…

Noriherselfwassittingoutsidealone.Staringintentlyattheholymountain,shecouldonly
hopethatGeraldwouldsuddenlyappearinthedistanceandbeginrunningtowardher…

Atthatmoment,Yoshua’svoicecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“Nori!”

Rushingtowardhisdaughter,Yoshuafeltlikeamassiveloadhadjustbeenliftedoffhischest
whenherealizedthatshewasdoingfine.

StaringatYoshuawithtearyeyes,Norigottoherfeetandembracedherfatherbeforesaying,
“…Dad…Gerald…he…Hefellintothevalley…!”

“…What?Geraldfellintothevalley?Nori,pleasegivememoredetails!”repliedthenow
tremblingYoshuaashestaredwide-eyedathisdaughter.

IfGeraldwastrulygone…thenhowwashegoingtoexplainallthistoChaceandtheTalisman
Union…?

GeraldhadjustbecomeaFirst-rankTalismanMasterintheTalismanUniontoo!Thethought
ofhim dyingsosoonafterthat…Itwasshocking,tosaytheleast…
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Followingthat,Noribegantellingherfatherwhathadhappenedontheholymountain…Bythe
endofhertale,evenYoshuafoundtheturnofeventsslightlyhardtobelieve.

TothinkthatGeraldhadsacrificedhissafetyjusttoprotecttheadventureteam from those
whitewolves…Whatatrulyheroicact…

Pattinghisdaughter’sback,Yoshuathenconsoled,“Don’tworry,Nori.Geraldwilldefinitely
makeitbacksafely!”

Noddinginresponse,NorihopedwithallherheartthatGeraldwouldmakeasafereturnas
well…

MeanwhileinMagicLand,GeraldhimselfwashavingamealwhilechattingwithJune,



completelyoblivioustowhatwashappeningintheoutsideworld.

NotevenknowinghowanxiouslyNoriandtheotherswereawaitinghisreturn,Geraldtooka
sipofteabeforelookingtowardJuneandasking,“Speakingofwhich… Haveyoubeen
guardingthisplacethisentiretime?Coulditbethatyou’veneverleftthisplacebefore…?”

Shaking herhead in response,June then said,“I’d love to go outmyself,honestly…
Unfortunately,I’m simplyunabletodoso!”

“Whatdoyoumeanbythat?”

“Callita…barrierofsorts.Abarriermadejustforme…SinceI’vebeengiventheresponsibility
ofguardingMagicLand,I’m incapableofgoingpastthatbarrier…Nottoworrythough,anyone
asidefrom mecanstillgopastit…”repliedJuneasshesighed.

Livingherealoneforsolongwithouteventheslightestcontactwiththeoutsideworld…It
must’vebeenpainful…

WhileGeraldcouldn’tquitepinpointhowmuchpainJunewasinwhenshesaidthat,hecould
tellthatshereallywantedtoleavethisplace…

Evenso,GeraldpersonallyhopedthatJunewouldn’tentertheoutsideworld.Afterall,things
outthereweremuchmoredangerousandvilercomparedtotheconditionswithinMagicLand.
Whilethinkingaboutthat,Geraldalsofoundhimselfhopingthatotheroutsiderswouldn’tbe
abletofindthisplace.

Afterall,withsomanythousand-year-oldpanaxginsengshere,theirdiscoverybythepublic
woulddefinitelycauseamassiveuproar.Topreventallthatchaosinthefirstplace,itwas
bestthatsomethingsremainedunfoundandsubsequentlyunchanged…

Lateintothenight,Gerald—whohadbeenleaningagainsthischairforawhile—eventually
dozedoff…Itwasanice,calmingslumber,andGeraldhadn’tfeltthiscomfortableinquitea
while…

ItwasarounddawnwhenhewasawokenbyJune’svoicesaying,“Areyouawake…?”

Openinghiseyes,GeraldsawthatJunewassittingbeforehim.

“Iam now…You’requitetheearlybirdaswellIsee…”repliedGerald.

“Indeed.Regardless,sinceyou’realreadyawake,let’sgetyououtofthisplace…,”saidJune.

Havingnoobjectionstothat,itsuddenlycameacrossGerald’smindthathehadtechnically
been‘missing’fortheentirenighteversincehefellintothevalley.Withthatinmind,hewas
nowworriedabouthowanxiousNoriandtheothersmustbefeelingatthemoment.

Whateverthecasewas,oncetheywereoutsideJune’shouse,shetookhishandbefore
leapingtogetherwithhim,soaringhighintothesky…

Eventually,bothofthem landedbeforeasmallboulevardofsorts…

Pointingattheboulevard,Junethensaid,“Youcanleavebywalkingthroughhere.”

“Isee…Thankyouforeverything!”repliedGeraldinagratuitoustonebeforewalkingintothe
boulevard…

Ashewalkedon,thescenebeforehim seemedtosuddenlywarp…andallofasudden,he
realizedthathewasnolongerinMagicLand!Lookingaround,Geraldfoundthathewasnow
inaforestatthefootoftheholymountain…



Thoughmystified,Geraldknew thathehadtokeepthislocationasecretforaslongashe
lived…

Withthat,hethenbeganwalkingoutoftheforest.Itwasn’ttoolongafterwhenhearrived
beforethetemporarycamp.Surprisingly,theexitwasthisclosetothecamp!

Standingbeforethecamp,Geraldsaw thatQuestandtheotherswereseriouslydiscussing
somethinginside…

Ittookthem awhiletorealize,buteventually,Norifoundherselfcompelledtolookoutofthe
tent…andonceshedid,hereyesinstantlywidened.Gerald…hewasstandingthere…

Hewassafe…!
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Thesecondshemanagedtosnapoutofherstupefiedstate,Noriimmediatelyyelled,“G-
Gerald…!”

Nowteary-eyed,Norithenrushedoverandhuggedhim tightly.

RealizingthatGeraldwasinonepiece,Questandtheotherswereequallyasdelightedand
surprised.

Astheyranovertohim aswell,NoriwasalreadyscanningGeraldfrom headtotoewhile
asking,“A-areyoualrightGerald?Areyouhurtanywhere?”

Seeinghowworriedshewas,Geraldcouldonlysmilebeforereplying,“Don’tworry,I’m fine!”

Hearingthat,Noriwassorelievedthatshefoundherselfgentlyhittinghersmallhands
againsthischestwhilewhining,“You…Youreallyscaredmehalftodeaththistime…!”

Thesolaceshewasnowgettingafterwitnessingyesterday’seventswassimplytoomuch…

AsbothPatrickandQuestbeganpattingGerald’sshoulders,Questeventuallyfoundhimself
asking,“Regardless…Whathappenedafteryoufell?Thatwasaprettyhighfallyouknow?”

Laughinginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Iwasfortunateenoughtofallrightatopalarge
tree!Thatdefinitelyhelpedbreakmyfall!”

Naturally,Geraldcouldn’ttellthem aboutMagicLand,andthankfully,theothersseemedto
believehisstory.Afterall,theimportantthingtothem wasthatGeraldhadreturnedsafely…

Eitherway,nowthathewasback,theynolongerneededtolaunchanotherrescueeffort.With
thatinmind,everyonebeganpackinguptoreturntoEarthCapital…

UponarrivingattheZahnfamilymanor,Yoshua—whohadreturnedthenightbeforeafter
findingoutthathisdaughterwassafe—immediatelyheavedasighofreliefwhenhesaw
Geraldwiththerestofthegroup.

OncehewasbeforeYoshua,Geraldtookthechancetosay,“Apologies,MasterYoshua,and
Nori,butIhavetoreturntoearthforawhile!”

Uponhearingthat,Nori’smoodwasinstantlydampenedasshemuttered,“…Oh…You’re…
goingback…?”

AftergettingsousedtohavingGeraldbyhersidethisentiretime,shereallydidn’tlikethe
ideaofhim leaving…Thoughshedidn’tlikeit,sheknewshecouldn’treallystopGerald.



Whateverthecasewas,Yoshuathenasked,“Isee…Whenwillyoubereturninghere?”

“Probablyforquiteawhile.Afterall,I’vestayedhereforsometimeaswell.Istillneedtokeep
myotherfamilymemberscompanyandtellthem whatI’vebeendoing,”repliedGeraldwitha
slightsmile.

“Ah,Isee…Keepingtabswithyourfamilyisimportanttoo!Verywell,then.Regardless,know
thatwheneveryoureturntoJaellatra,thisisyourhome.We’llalwaysbewaitingforyouhere!”
declaredYoshawithafirm nod.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldfoundhimselffeelingslightlymoved.Asidefrom hismaster,Nori
andYoshuaweretheonlyotherpeoplewhotreatedhim sowellinJaellatra… Evenso,
remindedhimselfthathecouldn’tbewithNori.

Withthatinmind,GeraldthenbidfarewellbeforeleavingforEarth…

Whenhegotbacktoearth,heinstantlyfeltawelcomingwarmthandfamiliarity…Though
Jaellatrawasgreatinitsownway,earthwasstillhistruehome…

Regardless,Gerald’sfirststopwasnaturallytheSacrasolisPalace.Afterall,ithadbeenages
sincehehadlastmetMilaandhisfamilymembers,andhemissedthem dearly.

Uponarrivinghome,however,GeraldwassurprisedthatneitherMilanorhissisterwas
present…

Thankfully,hisparentswerethere,soGeraldthenasked,“Mom,dad,whereareMilaand
Jessica?”
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Hearingtheirson’squestion,Dylanthenreplied,“Ah,well,they’vebothgonetotheLaiross
State!From whatwe’vebeentold,Milaappearstohavefoundherbiologicalparentsthere!
Withthatinmind,she’spayingtheSmithfamilythereavisittoconfirm it!”

“What?TheLairossState?Herbiologicalparents?”mutteredGeraldinslightdisbelief.

Followingthat,GeraldleftsomeinstructionsforhisparentsbeforeleavingfortheLaiross
Statealone…

Meanwhile,bothMilaandJessicawerestandinginthehalloftheSmithfamilymanor.

TheSmithsintheLairossStatewereconsiderablypowerful—duetothem owningalarge
businesschain—andwereoneofthemoreprestigiousfamilieshere.

Whateverthecasewas,Mila’ssuddenarrivalwasdefinitelyunexpected,tosaytheleast.

“So…You’resayingthatyournameisMilaSmith?”askedaluxuriouslydressedwoman—with
heavymakeupon—asshestaredatMila.

“That’sright.IcameherelookingforZyreSmith,mybiologicalfather!”repliedMilawitha
determinedgaze.

“Humph!That’smyfather’sname,youknow?AndI’veneverheardhim mentioninghaving
anotherdaughter!Truthbetold,Ithinkyou’rejustheretocreatetrouble!”sneeredthewoman
asshepointedangrilyatMila.

HollieSmithwasthedaughterofZyre—themasteroftheSmithfamily—,andshewasalsothe
secondyoungladyoftheSmithfamily.



Uponhearingthat,Miladidn’ttakeherretortpersonallyandsimplysaid,“We’llfindoutifthat’s
trueonceyourfathermeetsupwithme!”

Afterlearningwhereherbiologicalparentswerefrom MasterGhost,Milahadcomeallthe
wayheretoseeifhispredictionwastrue.Worryingthatshewouldgetintotrouble,Jessica
hadfollowedheroveraswell.

Still,tothinkthattheywouldberejectedentryrightatthemanor’sdoor!Itwasthenwhenthey
bumpedintoHollie.

Eitherway,itwasn’tlong afterbefore a middle-aged man and a woman made their
appearance.

“What’swrong,Hollie?”askedtheman.

“Thankgodyou’rehere,dad!Thiswoman’sbeenpersistentlyaskingtomeetyou!Sheclaims
thatshe’syourdaughter!”explainedHollie.

BeforeZyrecouldevenreply,thewomanbesidehim instantlyretorted,“Ibegyourpardon?As
ifyoucouldeverhavetwofathers!”

TheangeredwomanwentbyChaneyLittlebury,andshewasHollie’smother.

Whateverthecasewas,Zyrefoundhimselffrowningslightlybythisturnofevents.Turningto
lookatthetwostrangers,hiseyesinstantlywidenedthesecondhesawMila.

RealizinghowmuchZyre’sappearanceresembledhers,Milastaredathim forawhilelonger
beforeasking,“…Are…youZyre?ThemasteroftheSmithfamily…?”

“…Iam indeed!Regardless,you…Youreallylooklikeyourmother…!”criedoutZyre.

Uponhearingthat,bothChaneyandHollie’sexpressionsdarkened.

“What?Whatdoyoumeanbythat,dad?Doyouhaveanotherwomanoutthere?”askedHollie
whilelookingherfatherintheeye.

ChaneyherselfwasalreadytuggingZyre’sarm assheangrilyadded,“That’swhatIwantto
knowaswell!Didyoucheatonme?Isthispersonreallyyourdaughter?!”

Momentarilyatalossofwheretoevenbegin,Zyreunderstoodthathecouldn’tkeepthisa
secretforever.Itwasfinallytimetofacethemusic…
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Uponhearingthat,Milabarelysaidaword.Instead,shesimplyheldontoJessica’sarm before
tuggingheraway.

Notevensurewhattodo,Zyrecouldonlywatchasthetwoofthem left…

Seeingthattheduowasgone,HollieandhermotherinstantlyyankedZyreintothehousewith
them.Aftersittinghim onacouch,theymadesuretoproperlyinterrogatehim.

Asitturnedout,Zyrehadapparentlymadeoutwithanotherwoman—whowentbythename
ofYviene Morish and wasMila’sbiologicalmother—before getting married to Chaney.
Unfortunately,Zyre’sfamilywasunwillingtoletthem betogether.Duetothat,afterMila’s
birth,Yvieneleftjustlikethat.

Thoughthememoryofherremainedforthemanyyearstocome,Zyrenevermentionedittoa



soul.WhilehehadthoughtofthepossibilityofYvieneappearingonedaywithMila,henever
thoughtthathewouldmeethisdaughteraloneundersuchcircumstances.

Regardless,ChaneyandHollieweregreatlyangeredafterhearingallthat.Thetruthwas,both
motheranddaughterwereassumingthatMilahadshowedherself—afterallthistime—with
theintenttosnatchthepropertiesoftheSmiths.

Despitetheirworry,however,thethoughthadneverevencrossedMila’smind.Regardless,
MilaandJessicasoonreturnedtotheirhotel…

Sittingalonebythewindow,Milafoundherselfsheddingtearsnotlongafter.Tothinkthather
biologicalfatherwassuchaperson…

Seeingthat,JessicaslowlywalkedovertoMila’ssidetoconsolethepoorgirl.Suchincidents
weresurelydifficulttojustaccept…

Gentlypattingherback,Jessicathensaid,“Don’tbesadanymore,Mila…Remember,youstill
haveGeraldandus!We’reyourfamilynow!”

Hearingthat,MilainstantlyhuggedJessicatightbeforewailingintears.Anyonewouldfeel
miserableuponhearingherexcruciatingcries…

Meanwhile,backattheSmithfamilymanor,HollieandChaneycouldbeseendiscussing
something…

“There’sdefinitelyareasonwhyshe’sshowingherselfnow,Hollie!Withthatinmind,let’shire
somepeopletogetridofherbeforeshegetstooclosetoyourfather!Onceshe’soutofthe
picture,wewon’thavetofearherthreateningusanymore!”declaredChaneyasawicked
smileformedonherface.

“Iknow right?She’sdefinitelyheretosnatchourfamily’sproperties!Ifwelether,I’m sure
she’salsogoingtostartdemandingtohaveaplacewithinourfamily!Withthatsaid,we
definitelycan’tallowhertohaveherway!”growledHollie,immensehatredinhertone.

Seeingthatherdaughtersaweyetoeyewithher,Chaneythenwhisperedsomethingintoher
ear…Bythetimeshewasdone,thesinistersmilesontheirfacesgrewwiderthanever…

Asthetwocontinuedperfectingtheirnastyplot,GeraldarrivedintheLairossState.

AftercontactingMilaandfindingoutwhereshewas,heimmediatelyrushedovertothehotel
room theywerecurrentlyin.

UponseeingGerald,Milainstantlythrewherselfintohisarms,lookingverymuchlikeapitiful
andfrightenedwhiterabbit…

Onceallthreeofthem wereseated,MilabegantellingGeraldaboutwhathadhappenedatthe
Smithfamilymanor…Bythetimeshewasdone,GeraldcametounderstandthatMila’sfather
hadhadtwowomenwithwhom hehadintercoursewith…

Withthatinmind,Geraldthensaid,“Honestly,Idon’tthinkyoushouldcontinuelookingfor
yourbiologicalfather.Afterall,notonlyhashealreadyformedanewfamily,buthe’salsoa
terriblefatherforstartinganotherfamilyafteryouwereborn!”

Hearingthat,MilahadtoagreewithGerald.

Atthatmoment,Mila’sphonemomentarilyrang…Lookingatherphone,Milasawthatshehad
receivedamessagefrom anunknowncontactnumber…

Chapter1656



‘Hello,Mila.ThisisHollie.I’dliketomeetupandhavealittlechatwithyou!’saidthemessage.

FindingitoddandsurprisingthatHolliewouldtaketheinitiativetoaskherout,Milathen
lookedatGeraldbeforesaying,“It’s…amessagefrom Hollie…Sheapparentlywantstomeet
me!”

“Oh?Let’sseewhatshewantsthen!I’llgowithyou!”repliedGerald,sensingthatHollie
definitelyhadulteriormotives.

UponrealizingthatGeraldwascomingwithher,Milawasgivenanextraboostinconfidence.
Evenifhehadn’tchosentocomealong,however,Milawasstillprettysurethatshewouldbe
abletotakeonanythingthatHolliethrewather.

Whateverthecasewas,afterdecidingameetinglocationwithHollie,MilaandGeraldthenleft
thehotel…

Themeetinglocationitselfwaswhatseemedtobeasecludedpark,andthoughGeraldcame
along,hechosetoremainintheshadowsforthetimebeing.

Bythetimetheygotthere,Holliewasalreadyatthepark.

Notwantingtobeataroundthebush,Milathensaid,“WhatcanIdoforyou?”

Chucklinginresponse,Holliethenreplied,“Ah,well,Isimplywantedtogettoknowyoualittle
better!Afterall,Inowknowthatyou’remyeldersister,andsistersshouldgetalongwitheach
other,right?”

DespitethebrightsmileonHollie’sface,sinisterthoughtsweretheonlythinginhermind.

Still,withhowdifferentlyHolliewasnowtreatinghercomparedtoearlier,Milacouldinstantly
tellthatsomethingwaswrong.Holliedefinitelyhadsomethingplannedforher…

“Look,justtellmewhatyouwantalready.Iknowhowmuchyouresentme,solet’snotwaste
eachother’stime,alright?”retortedMilainarathercoldtone.

StunnedthatMilahadseenthroughhersoeasily,Holliewasmomentarilyunabletosaya
word.

Quicklysnappingoutofit,Holliethenclappedafewtimes.IfMilawantedtogetstraightto
thepoint,sobeit!

Followingthoseclaps,Milawatchedasafewknife-wieldingmen—whowereobviouslyunder
Hollie—dashedoutfrom behindthesurroundingbushes!

IfMiladisappearedfrom theworld,thenshewouldn’tbeabletocompeteforaplacewithin
theSmithfamilyinthefirstplace!

Sneeringinresponse,Milathenaddedinacontemptuoustone,“From thelooksofit,I’m
assumingyouthoughtIshowedmyselftogetsomestatusinyourfamily,correct?Still,isthis
allyou’vegottostopme?”

“Isthatnotthetruth?Regardless,thisisyourfaultinthefirstplaceforcomingoveroutofthe
bluetothreatenmyposition!Gettingridofyouonceandforallistheonlyviablesolution!”
scoffedHollieassheglaredviciouslyatMila.

Thesecondhersentenceended,HolliethengesturedforhermentosurroundMila!

BeforeMilacouldevenmakeamove,asilhouetteofapersonsuddenlyflashedpasther!

Asplitsecondlater,anexplosivesoundwasheardasashockwavehitallofHollie’smen!



Eyesnow fullywidenedasshestaredatallthefreshcorpsesthathadjustfloppedtothe
ground,Holliefoundherselfquicklygoingpale.ShehaddisregardedthefactthatMilawould
haveherownmen!Whatafatalblunder!
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Withthosepeopleoutofthepicture,GeraldthenturnedtolookatthestupefiedHolliewho
wassoterrifiedthatshecouldn’tevenfindthestrengthtomove…

RealizingthatGeraldwasnowslowlywalkingtowardher,thequiveringHolliethenstuttered,
“Y-you…!Don’tcomethisway…!I-I’m from theSmithfamily…!”

Thefactthatshethoughtthatshecoulduseherfamilyasanactualthreattrulyshowedhow
idioticthisgirlreallywas…

Regardless,beforeanythingelsecouldhappen,MilaquicklyjoggedovertoGeraldbefore
tugginghissleeveasshesaid,“Let’sjustforgetabouther,Gerald…”

Intheend,notonlywasHolliestillawoman,butshewasalsothedaughterofMila’s
biologicalfather.Withthatinmind,Milafoundherselfratherreluctanttohaveanythingtoo
badhappentoHollie.

Hearingthat,Geraldthennoddedslightlybeforereplying,“…Fine.”

However,hestillwantedtogiveHollieaseverewarning,justsosheunderstoodthatmessing
withhim andMilawouldbringaboutdireconsequences.

“Hollie,right?Listenhere,ifyouortheotherSmithseverdaretolayafingeronMilaagain,I
guaranteethatyourfamilywillbecompletelywipedoffthefaceoftheearth!Justsoyou
know,I’m amanofmywords.DoImakemyselfclear?”scoffedGerald.

Notevendaringtosayaword,Holliesimplynoddedfrantically.

Seeingthat,GeraldthenledMilaaway…

Hewasn’treallyworriedaboutthecorpsessincehebelievedthatHollieandherfamilycould
easilydisposeofthem.Asfortheworryaboutexposinghim asamurderer,theyprobably
wouldn’tdaretodothateither.Afterall,thesehooliganswererecruitedbytheSmithsinthe
firstplace!

Whateverthe case was,Hollie only dared to callhermother—to update heron the
situation—onceMilaandGeraldwerecompletelyoutofsight…

Bythatpoint,GeraldandMilahadalreadyreunitedwithJessica,andfollowingthat,thetrio
quicklylefttheLairossState.Oncetheywereoutofthere,theSmithswouldsurelybeunable
todealwiththem anylonger.Whatmore,theywouldn’tbeabletohuntMiladowneithersince
Geraldmadesurenottoleavebehindanyoftheirtraces…

Eitherway,itwasafullnightanddaylaterwhenthethreefinallyreturnedtoSacrasolis
Palace…

Thesecondtheygotback,however,MasterGhostinstantlymetupwithGerald.

Seeinghowanxioushewas,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“Istheresomethingimportantyou
wishtodiscusswithmeabout?”

“Indeed!Yousee,alargeportaltoanotherworldhasjustopened!I’dliketoknow whether



you’llbeenteringit!”repliedMasterGhost.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasmomentarilystunnedsilent.Tothinkthatsuchabizarreevent
wouldoccur!

Aftersnappingoutofit,Geraldquicklyasked,“Whereexactlyisthisportal,MasterGhost?”

Hearingthat,MasterGhostthenmadeafewhandgestures…untilsuddenly,arayofbluelight
shotoutofoneofhisfingertips!

Withtherayoflightflyingtowardthesky,MasterGhostthensaid,“Theportalisatthe
SkyreachStoneTabletwithinJaellatra!However,donotethatbychoosingtoenterthatworld,
you’llhavetobepreparedtolosesomething!”

Chapter1658

Hearingthat,Geraldsimplynoddedinagreement…

Fastforwardtothenextday,GeraldmadesuretobidfarewelltoMilaandhisfamilybefore
headingoffforJaellatra’sSkyreachStoneTablet.

Bythatpoint,newsthattheSkyreachStoneTablethadopenedhadalreadyspreadacrossthe
entireJaellatra.Sincethiswasagreatopportunityforadventurethatonlypresenteditself
onceeveryfewdecades,severalpeoplewereapparentlyplanningtocrosstheportalaswell!

Regardless,onhiswayovertoJaellatra,GeraldmadeuseofasoundtalismantotellNori
abouthisplan.UponhearingthathewasheadingtotheSkyreachStoneTablet,Norifound
herselfinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,shewasplanningtoheadthereherself.Withthatinmind,
sheimmediatelysetofftowaitforhim there.

Itwasaroundnoonwhenbothofthem reunited.

Thoughithadonlybeenafewdayssincetheyhadlastmet,NorimissedGeraldgreatly.This
wasmadeevidentbyhow sheinstantlyleapedintohisarmsthesecondshesaw him,not
evenbotheringaboutthestaresfrom everyoneelsearoundthem.

GeraldhimselfwasalreadyusedtoNoridoingthisbythispoint.Therewassimplynowayof
stoppingthegirlfrom doingthis…

Whateverthecasewas,onceshecalmeddownabit,Norilookedathim rathercuriouslyas
sheasked,“HowdidyouevenfindoutthattheSkyreachStoneTablethadopened,Gerald?”

Hercuriositywaswarrantedsincepeopleonearthshouldn’thavebeenabletolearnofthis
event.Theonlyfeasibleanswerwouldbeifanotherpersonfrom Jaellatrahadtoldhim about
it…

Still,GeraldcouldprettymuchbeconsideredasalocaltoJaellatrabythispoint.Afterall,he
hadevenmasteredtheartofmakingsecrettechniquetalismans!

Eitherway,afterchucklinginresponse,Geraldsimplysmiledfaintlybeforereplying,“Let’sjust
saythatsomeonenotifiedmeaboutit!”

Atthatmoment,analmostetherealhum couldbeheardastheSkyreachStoneTabletbegan
shaking,preparingtoopen…

Shortlyafter,aswirlinghaloappearedaboveit!Slowly,thehalogrewlargerandlarger,andat
onepoint,thelightitemittedbecamesobrightthatitwasalmostblinding… Bythetime



everyoneopenedtheireyesagain,thehalohadstoppedandalargeportalhadappeared
beforethem…

Seeminglyleadingintosomekindofpassageway,everyonewatchedasafew strangely
dressedpeoplewalkedoutfrom theportal…

Thesepeopleweren’tfrom earthorJaellatra.Rather,theycamefrom anotherworldknownas
theLeicom Continent…

Theportal—thatonlyappearedonceeveryfew decades—servedto connecttheLeicom
Continentto Jaellatra,and onceitappeared,itwould remain open foran entireyear.
Throughoutthatyear,peoplewerefreetomovebetweenthetwoworlds,thoughstrangely
enough,onlythosefrom JaellatrawouldentertheLeicom Continentandnevertheotherway
around.Thishadalwaysbeenthecaseeverytimetheportalwasopened….

Whateverthecasewas,uponseeingsomanypeoplegatheredthere,oneofthepeoplefrom
theLeicom Continentthendeclared,“Ladiesandgentlemen,mynameisMilandKnott,andI’m
theguardianoftheLeicom Continent!WhiletodaymarksthedaytheLeicom Continentis
connectedwithJaellatraagain,therearesomenotablechangesthistime!Forone,not
everyoneisallowedtoentertheLeicom Continentthisyear!Asthenewrulestates,you’llfirst
needtopassatestinordertoqualifyforentry!”

Uponhearingthat,everyoneinstantlybegandiscussingthenew rule.Wasn’ttheLeicom
Continentbeingabittoostrictthistimearound?Afterall,everyonecouldenterandleaveas
theypleasedbeforethis!Whywasthatrulesuddenlyestablished?

Eitherway,aftersayingthat,Milandthenwavedhislarge,righthand,promptinganotherportal
toappearbesidetheonehehadexitedfrom.

“ThisportalleadstoaplacecalledtheChallengeoftheFairyland,andallofyouareonly
allowedtoenterintheform ofyourdivinesenses.Uponentry,youwon’tbeabletoleavethat
placetilleitheryourdivinesensesaredefeatedoryoumanagetogatherfivedivinestones.
Speakingofwhich,onlythosewhohavemanagedtogatherfivedivinestoneswillbequalified
toentertheLeicom Continent.Thestonesthemselvescanonlybeobtainedbydefeatingthe
otherparticipants’divinesenses!Withthatsaid,uponentry,you’llallbegivenhalfanhourto
prepareyourselves.Afterthatperiodoftime,theportalwillbeclosedandthechallengewill
officiallycommence!”explainedMiland.

Thesecondhisexplanationended,thecrowdinstantlyfellintoanuproar!Sinceeveryonewas
eagertoentertheLeicom Continent,theybarelygaveasecondthoughtastheybeganturning
intotheirdivinesenseformsbeforerushingthroughtheChallengeoftheFairylandportal…
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“Let’shurryinaswell,Gerald!Thegoodspotsmaygettakenbyothersifwedon’tgetamove
on!”exclaimedNori.

Noddinginagreement,bothofthem thentransformedintotheirdivinesenseformsbefore
goingthroughtheportalaswell.

Uponentering,theywereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofadenseforestthatfeltso
refreshingandcomfortablethatitgavetheimpressionthattheyreallyhadjustenteredsome
fairyland.Evenso,GeraldandNoriwerewellawarethatthiswasactuallyjustanillusory
space.Despitethatbeingthecase,theyalsoknewthatunknowndangerscouldbelurkingin
everycorner.

Whiletheydidn’tknowhowlargethisillusoryspacetrulywas,theyhadahunchthattheforest



theywerecurrentlyinwasn’ttheonlyterrainhere…

Andtheywereright.

Includingtheforest,therewereseveralotherterrainsintheChallengeoftheFairylandsuchas
thedesert,theancientcity,andthesnowfield.

Sincethedivinesensesappearedatrandom locations—aftergoingthroughtheportals—,the
factthatNoriandGeraldhadappearedtogetherwastrulyasignthattheywerefavoredby
God.

Regardless,sincetherewasstillaboutfifteenminutesbeforethechallengebegan,both
GeraldandNoridecidedtotakeastrollwhilechattingwitheachother.

“Sincewe’llneedtendivinestonestobothqualifytoentertheLeicom Continent,Iguesswe’ll
havetodefeattenpeople!”saidNoriwhilelookingatGerald.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“That’stheidea.Still,Ifindthisruletobeslightly
surprising…TothinkthatentryintotheLeicom Continentwouldbecontrolledsostrictly!”

“Thisishonestlythefirsttimethishashappened!Beforethis,justaboutanyonewasallowed
tofreelytraversebetweentheLeicom ContinentandJaellatra!”explainedNoriassheshook
herhead.

“Well,whateverthecaseis,Ibelievethatasidefrom us,severalothersmusthavealready
begunforminggroupsoftheirown,eventhestrongerones.Thenagain,Jaellatraalreadyhas
a greatnumberofstrong people!”replied Gerald ashecarefullybegan inspecting his
surroundings.

SinceGeraldwastheonlyparticipantfrom earth,herealizedthatgettingthroughallthiswas
goingtobeagoodexperienceforhim ingeneral.Afterall,justashehadsaid,therewere
manypowerfulpeopleinJaellatra,andtheyallseemedtohavehiddenthemselvesratherwell.

Unfortunatelyforanyonetheybumpedinto,however,GeraldandNoriweren’tweakeither.In
fact,aslongastheydidn’tbumpintosomecrazystrongpersonwhohadenteredtheSeventh-
soulrankoftheSageRealm ortheAvatarrealm,bothofthem wereprettymuchgoodtogo.

Atthatmoment,Miland’svoicebeganboomingallacrossthesky.

“Everyoneparticipating!Thechallengebeginsinten!Nine!Eight…”

As Miland’s countgotnearto zero,Gerald and Noriglanced ateach otherbefore
simultaneouslyleapingatopatalltreebeforethem.

Standingontreebranches,bothofthem thenusedtheleavesaroundthem toconceal
themselves.Unlesstheywerebeingparticularlylookedfor,itwouldbeincrediblydifficultfor
anyonetoevenspotthem.

Bothofthem hadfiguredthatsincetheydidn’tknowwhatdangerswerelurkingaroundyet,
theirbestoptionwastowaitpatientlyfortherightmomenttostrike.Itcertainlybeatthe
thoughtofjustrashlyrunningaroundtolookforpeopletodefeat.

Allinall,therewereaboutathousandparticipantsinthechallenge.Inotherwords,thoughthe
illusoryspacewasratherlarge,theprobabilityofbumpingintosomeoneelsewasstillrather
high.

“Thecountdownisover!Letthechallengebegin!”announcedMilandsecondslater.

Followingthat,theentireareawentdeadsilent.Withnovoicesorevenhintsofshuffling
around,theonlysoundsthatcouldbeheardweretherustlingofleavesbeingblownbythe



wind…

However,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeseveralpeoplegotswiftlytakenout!Mostofthosewho
weredisqualifiedweren’tthatstronginthefirstplace,andtheothersjustweren’tthatgoodat
hidingthemselves.Withthatinmind,theyhadbeentargetedthesecondtheyenteredthis
place,whichexplainedwhytheyhadbeentakenoutsoquicklyandeasily.

Afterawhile,Noricouldn’thelpbutmutter,“…Simplyhidinghereisn’tgoingtodousanygood,
youknow?Allow metoremindyouthatwe’reprettystrongtoo!Withthatsaid,weshould
definitelytaketheinitiativetohuntdowntheweakerpeoplewhoarestillinthechallenge
whilewecan!”
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AppearingratherdistressedasshestaredatGerald,Norifelttheneedtoremindhim thatin
theend,bothofthem hadalreadyenteredtheSageRealm.

Hearingthat,Geraldfeltthatshehadapoint.Withthat,hethenreplied,“…Well,alrightthen!
Let’staketheinitiativetoattackthen!Thesoonerwegathertherequireddivinestones,the
soonerwe’llbeabletocompletethechallenge!”

Withthatsaid,bothofthem thenhoppedoffthetreetogether…

However,thesecondtheduolanded,severalarrowssuddenlyshotoutatthem from within
thebushes!

Thankfully,bothofthem reactedextremelyquickly,andtheywereabletoeasilydodgethe
arrows.Thearrowsthemselvesendeduppiercingafewtreesthatwerebehindthem…

Followingthat,threepeoplewieldingcrossbowsrushedoutfrom thebushes,encircling
GeraldandNoriinnotime!

“Tothinkthatwe’dbumpintopreysosoon!Whatluck,boss!”saidabaldmanashesmiled
sinisterlywhilelookingatthescar-facedmanstandingbesidehim.

Thetriohadearlierbeensilentlymovingaboutwhentheysuddenlysaw GeraldandNori
hoppingofffrom thattree.Knowingthatthiswastheirchance,allofthem hadswiftlymade
theirmoveswithouttheslightesthesitation.

“Luckyousay…Intheend,there’sstillonlytwoofthem!Howarewegoingtodistributethe
divinestonesamongourselves?”repliedthescar-facedmanwithasnortasherevealedhis
ownfrigidsmile.

“Iknowright?Bothofuswon’thavethatproblem,however!Afterall,bythetimewe’redone
withyou,we’llhavethreedivinestonestosharebetweenourselves!”repliedGeraldashe
smiledslyly.

Beforeeitherofthemencouldreply,anaurabladesuddenlymanifested,andjustlikethat,all
threeofthem weretakenoutinasingleswipe!

Thesecondtheircorpsesfelltotheground,theirbodiesinstantlytransformedintothree
separatedivinestones…

Pickingthem up,GeraldkeptoneforhimselfbeforehandingtheothertwotoNoriwhile
saying,“Here,takethese!They’reforyou!”

Momentarilyshockedsilent,Nori—whohadn’texpectedtobegiventwodivinestonesjustlike
that—eventuallysnappedoutofitbeforequicklyreplying,“…Youweretheonewhodefeated
them,Gerald!Withthatinmind,youshouldbetheonetokeepallthreeofthem!”



Truetoherwords,Norihadn’treallydoneanything,andthatledhertobelievethatshedidn’t
deservethestones.ThesewereGerald’sspoils!

However,Geraldsimplysaid,“It’sfine,I’lljustgetmorelater.Justtakethem!”

Seeingthathewasn’tgoingtotakenoforananswer,Norihadnochoicebuttoacceptthe
twodivinestones.Whileshedidn’texplicitlyshow it,Noriwasextremelymovedbyhis
generosity.

Geraldhimselfdidn’treallythinkmuchofit.Afterall,thetriofrom earlierwasprettymuchjust
sittingduckswaitingtobetakenoutbyeitherhim orNori.

Therewasasayingstating‘notacceptingofferedthingswasdisgraceful’,andsincethose
threemenweremakingthemselvessucheasypickings,Geraldwould’vecertainlybeenafool
nottotakethem outwhilehecould.

Regardless,NoriandGeraldthencontinuedmovingforwardtolookfortheirnextprey.

Oddlyenough,evenafterwalkingaroundforanentirehour,neitherofthem bumpedintoa
singleperson!Itwasstrange,tosaytheleast,andthepossibilityofeveryoneelsealready
beingdefeateddidn’tsoundsofarfetchednow…

Even so,the challenge had juststarted… Whatmore,there were atleasta thousand
participants!Thechallengecouldn’tbeoversosoon,right…?

Alittlewhilelater,theduocameacrossariver.Itwasonlythenwhentheyfinallydecidedto
takeabreakfrom theirhunt…
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Now sittingbytheriverside,Noricouldn’thelpbutask,“…It’sstrangethatwehaven’tcome
acrossanyothersevenafterwalkingaroundforsolong,right…?”

“Ittrulyis… Itmakesmewonderifwe’realittletoofarofffrom theothers,”muttered
Gerald—whowasalsofindingtheentireexperiencetoberatherperplexing—inresponse.

Thesecondhissentenceended,ablastofwatersuddenlyshotoutfrom theriver…andthe
duofoundthemselvesstaringwide-eyedatthegreendragonthathadjustleapedoutofthe
water!

Nowhoveringintheair,thedragonglaredatNoriandGeraldbeforereleasingamightyroar
thatresonatedacrossthearea!

Neitherofthem couldhaveanticipatedthatsuchacreaturewaslivinginthatriver!

However,now wasn’tthetimetoponderaboutthat.Afterall,thegreendragonsuddenly
begandivingtowardGeraldandNoriwithoutwarning!

“Watchyourself!”shoutedGeraldasbothheandNorileapedtothesidetoavoidtheattack!

Whiletheywerefortunateenoughtododgetheattack,thefactthattheareatheyhadbeen
sittingonhadcompletelycrumbledprovedjusthowpowerfulthedragonwas.Hadtheyfailed
toavoidtheattack,theywould’vesurelydiedonthespot…

“Whythehellisthereadragonallofasudden?!Aren’twesupposedtoonlybefighting
againstotherpeople?!”askedtheshockedNori.

Basedonthecurrentturnofevents,Geraldfeltthatthedragonwasjustanotherkindof



magicalchallengewithinthisillusoryspace…

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenshouted,“Gohidefirst,Nori!I’lldealwiththedragon!”

Followingthat,hesummonedJadeInfusedBladeandturneditintoasword.Aftertightening
hisstance,Geraldthenbeganchargingtowardthedragon!

Foramoment,thedragonalmostappearedexcitedasitbegandivingtowardGeraldaswell!

“SlayingSurgeofTurmoil!”roaredGeraldashisaurabladeflaredredandflew towardthe
dragon,piercingrightthroughit!

Roaringinpain,thedragonattemptedtostruggleforawhile…untilitseyeseventuallyturned
greyanditsmassivebodycamecrashingdownintotheriver…

Withthedragonnowslaughtered,Geraldraisedabrowwhenhesawthattwoshiningitems
hadappearedonthesurfaceoftheriver.

Headingovertoinspectthem,theitemsstoppedglowingoncehegotcloseenough.Thefirst
item wasajadecharm whereasthesecondappearedtobeadragonegg…

Aftertakingthetwoitemsforhimself,GeraldthenreturnedtoNori.

Now thatthingshadcalmeddown,bothofthem beganinspectingthetwocuriousitems.
Neitherofthem hadexpectedtoberewardedforslayingthatdragon,andthatonlyservedto
provehowmagicalthisillusoryspacewas…

Awhilelater,Geraldslippedthejadecharm intohispocketandcarefullyplacedthedragon
egginhisbackpack.

Bothofthem hadbeenunabletoguesswhatthosetwoitemscouldbeusedfor,soGerald
madeamentalnotetostudythem properlyoncethechallengewasover.Whateverthecase
was,Geraldwassurethatbothoftheitemshadtobeextremelyvaluable,eitherintermsof
usageorthefactthattheycouldbehidingsecretswithinthem…

Gerald’strainofthoughtwascutshortwhenhesuddenlyheardNoriasking,“Cometothinkof
it,whatwasthatmoveyouusedearlier?Itwassuperpowerful!”

Noricouldstillrememberhow amazedshehadfeltwhenshesaw Gerald’sredaurablade
earlier…

“Well…Quitefrankly,Ihavenoideaeither!Itjustsortofhappened!”repliedGeraldashe
shrugged.Hewasn’tbluffingwhenhesaidthat.

Afterall,theonewhohadearlierlaunchedtheattackwasJadeInfusedBlade.Withthatin
mind,itexplainedwhyGeraldwasn’tabletoanswerNori’squestion.
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Regardless,bothofthem soonpackedupandlefttheriverside…

Itwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenbothofthem heardtheclashesofafiercebattle…

TurningtolookatGerald,Norithensaid,“Itappearsthatthere’sanintensefighthappeningup
front!Let’shurryoverandhavealook!”

GeraldagreedwithNori’sstatement.Afterall,ifthefighterswerealreadybattered,thenthere
wasdefinitelyachancethatbothofthem couldobtainsomethingwithoutanyeffort.What
more,ifthefightersweretakingonsomethingparticularlydangerous,GeraldandNoricould
alwaysstepinoncetheyweretakenout.



Withthatinmind,bothofthem thenswiftlyproceededforwardbeforemasterfullyconcealing
themselvesbehindalargerock.

Staringaheadatthesmallforestbeforethem,bothofthem weregreetedbythesightof
severalblack-robedmenattackingayouthinwhiteclothes.Sincetheshoulderareasofhis
clothesweredyedred,itwasonlyfairtoassumethathehadbeeninjuredthere.

Despitehisinjuriesandbeingseverelyoutnumbered,theyouthstillfoughtvigilantly.

Evenso,Geraldknewforafactthattheyouthwasfightingalosingbattle.Thenagain,why
werethosefourpeoplesoinsistentontakinghim down?Therehadtobeareasonfortheir
actions…

“Thosefourmenareclearlybullyingthatpooryouth,Gerald!Let’sstepinandgivehim ahand!”
grumbledNoriassheglaredatthesituationwithresentfuleyes.

Ofcourse,Geraldsawnoissuewiththat.Itwasavirtuetoplaythewhiteknight,afterall.

Meanwhile,intheforestitself,oneoftheblack-robedmenfoundhimselfsneering,“Comeon
Zelig!Stopplayingsohardtogetandgiveusyourdivinestonealready!”

“Overmydeadbody!”scoffedZeliginresponse,clearlystillhavingquiteabitoffightleftin
him.

“Ifyouinsist!”roaredthemaninangerashegesturedfortheotherthreetoattackZeligatthe
sametime!

SecondsbeforeZeligwashit,arayofgoldenlightsuddenlyengulfedZelig,shockingtheother
fourmenenoughtomomentarilyretreat!

Followingthat,slightrustlingcouldbeheard,andthenextthingeveryoneknew,twopeople
werealreadystandingguardbeforeZelig!

“Howvillainousforfourofyoutotakeonasingleperson!”scoffedGeraldashestaredatthe
fourpeoplewithcontemptuouseyes.

Hearingthat,allfourofthem tookturnsexchangingglanceswitheachother.Theyhadn’t
expectedtobeinterferedwithhalfwaythroughwhattheyweredoing.

Shortlyafter,whatseemedtobetheleaderofthegroupthenglaredatGeraldbeforewarning,
“Look,buddy.Beatitandleaveustoouraffairs.Otherwise,don’tblamemeforkillingyoutoo!”

“Hah!I’dliketoseeyoutry!”retortedGeraldashiseyessuddenlybeganglintingmurderously.

Beforeanyoftheblack-robed men wereeven ableto reply,Gerald tossed two secret
techniquetalismans—thathehadearlierhiddeninsidehissleeves—towardthemen!

Appearingtoburnupjustinchesawayfrom thetalismans’targets,theduothatGeraldhad
attackedfoundthemselvesbeingengulfedinflamesbeforetheywereevenabletoreact!And
justlikethat,thetwoblack-robedmenhadbeenburnedtodeath…

“…W-what…?!”shoutedthetworemainingmen,momentarilyunabletoprocesswhathadjust
happened.

Quicklysnappingoutofit,theshockedleaderofthatgroupthenshouted,“You…You’rea
TalismanMaster!”

TothinkthattheywouldactuallybumpintoaTalismanMasterhereofallplaces!Withthatin
mind,thetwomeninstantlyattemptedtoboltoff.



‘Boldofyoutoevenattemptescape!’Geraldthoughttohimself.Itwasevidentthatthey
weren’tgoingtobeleavingalive!

Withthat,Geraldthentossedanothertwosecrettechniquetalismans!Uponcollisionwiththe
escapingduo’sbodies,wereinstantlyensnaredbyvinesthatappearedoutofnowhere!

Fullybound,theduofloppedtotheground,utterlyterrifiedastheywatchedGeraldslowly
walktowardthem.

Staringbackatthem,Geraldthencasuallysaidinafrigidtone,“Wellthen,thanksforgivingus
yourdivinestones!”

Withthat,Geraldsummonedhisswordbeforeswiftlyendingtheremainingtwomen…

TherewasnomercyinhisattacksinceGeraldwaswellawarethatnotbeingcrueltohis
enemieswouldmeanthathewasbeingcrueltohimself…
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Regardless,Geraldthentookallfouroftheirdivinestonesbeforeslippingthem intohis
pocket.Geraldnowhadfiveofthem.

Eitherway,hethenturnedtolookatZeligbeforeasking,“Areyoualright?”

Shakinghishead,Zeligthenrepliedinagratuitousvoice,“I’m fine,thankstoyousavingme!
Also,wherearemymanners!MynameisZeligLear!”

Uponhearingthat,Norifoundherselfmomentarilystunned.

“Wait,you’re…ZeligLear?ThesecondyoungmasteroftheLearsofJaellatra?”askedNori.

Lookingather,Zelig—whoclearlyhadn’texpectedhertoknow whohewas—foundhimself
raisingaslightbrowashecuriouslyreplied,“…Iam.Andyouare…?”

“Ah,I’m Norifrom theZahnfamily!Ididn’tthinkI’dbumpintothesecondyoungmasterofthe
Learfamilyhere!Whatanhonor!”saidNoriasshesmiledsubtly.

TheLearswereanextremelystrongfamilyinJaellatra,andmanyofitsmemberswereso
strongthatsomehadevenmanagedtoentertheAvatarRealm!

Zeligunderstoodhow stronghisfamilywasaswell.Withthatinmind,tothinkthathehad
beencaughtintheprocessoffailingtodefendhimselfagainstonlyfourassailants…Itwas
ratherembarrassing,tosaytheleast.

Chucklingratherbitterly,Zeligthensighedbeforereplying,“You’reexaggeratingit,YoungLady
Zahn!I’m justagood-for-nothingwho’sbeenleftbehindbytheotherLears!”

ThoughZeligwasthesecondyoungmasterofhisfamily,histrainingwashonestlyratherlow
incomparison.Afterall,hehadonlymanagedtoentertheNinth-rankintheRuneRealm.The
factthathecouldn’tevenbreachtheSageRealm hadcausedhisfamilytocollectivelylabel
him asbeinguseless.Withthatinmind,Zeligwasn’texaggeratingeitherwhenhesaidthat
therestoftheLearshadabandonedhim.

AfterstaringatZelig’sbodyforawhileGeraldfrownedslightlyashesaid,“…Icansensethat
duetosomeoddreasons,youhaven’tbeenabletoprogresspasttheNinth-rankoftheRune
Realm.”

Noddinginresponse,Zeligthenreplied,“You’reratherinsightful,sir!Whatyousaidistrueand



from whatI’vemanagedtogather,thereseemstobeastrangeaurawithinmybodythat’s
keepingmyelixir-of-lifefieldsealed.That’sthereasonwhyIhaven’tbeenabletomakeany
progressatall!”

“Isee…Well,it’snotlikeyoursituationisincurable.Youjusthaven’tbeenusingtheright
methodstoproperlytackleit!”explainedGerald.

Thesecondheheardthat,Zeligwasinstantlysurprisedthoughjoyquicklyovertookthat
feeling.ThefactthatGeraldwasabletosaythatdefinitelymeantthatGeraldhadawayof
helpinghim!

“…Isee!Butbeforethat,wherearemymannersindeed!How shouldIaddressyou?”asked
Zelig.

“YoucanjustcallmeGerald.GeraldCrawford!”

“Verywell,Mr.Crawford!Gettingstraighttothepoint,ifyoutrulyhaveawaytohelpme,then
I’llbewillingtoofferyoumyentirelifeinexchange!I’llbethereforyouatyoureverybeckand
call!”repliedZelig.Withhowexcitedhelooked,Zeligbarelyhadthetemperamentofayoung
masterofsuchapowerfulfamily…

However,thatdidshow how sincereZelig’swordswere.AddingthattothefactthatZelig
wasn’tevenclosetofeelinglikeavillainouscharacter,Geralddecidedthathewasn’tagainst
helpinghim out.

“WhileI’m finewithhelpingyou,youshouldfocusongatheringfivedivinestonesfirst.Wecan
talkaboutthisinmoredetailonceweleavethisillusoryspace!”repliedGerald.

Afterall,thoughGeraldalreadypossessedfivedivinestonesandNorihadtwo,Zelighadn’t
managedtogatherasinglestone.Withthatinmind,theyneededeightmorestones,which
meantthateightmorepeopleneededtobedefeated…

Chapter1664

“You’reright,Mr.Crawford!”repliedZeligasheinstantlybegantendingtohisearlierwounds.

Oncehewasdone,hethensetofftogetherwithGeraldandNori.

Thankfully,thesubsequentpeopletheybumpedintowereratherweak,soinnotimeatall,the
triomanagedtogathertheremainingeightdivinestones…

Withthatdone,theyquicklyrushedbacktotheexittogetthemselvesauthenticated.Once
thatwassuccessfullydone,theythenlefttheillusoryspace.

Uponreturningtotherealworld,theywereeachgivenawoodentoken.Thetokenswereproof
thattheyhadpassedthechallengeandservedas‘passes’ofsortsthatgrantedthem entry
intotheLeicom Continent.Naturally,thismeantthatpeoplewhodidn’townthewooden
tokenswouldn’tbeallowedaccessintotheotherworld.

Regardless,sincetheyhadbeenwaitingtoentertheLeicom Continentforquiteawhilenow,
thetriothen—ratherimpatiently—wentthroughtheinitialportal…

Shieldingtheireyesfrom brightraysofwhitelight,theyeventuallymadeitintotheLeicom
Continentwithoutahitch.

SincethiswasGerald’sfirsttimehere,hewasmomentarilytakenabackbyhowbeautifulthis
placewas.Notonlydideverythinglookmarveling,buttheentireareaseemedtobefilledwith
floatingcontinentsaswell!



Regardless,Geraldfoundhimselfsnappingoutofitwhenhesuddenlyheardsomeonejeering,
“Well,well,well!Ifitisn’tYoungMasterLear!”

Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,thetriowasgreetedbythesightofayouth—whohad
adarkgreenrobeon—walkingtowardthem.

“LevBayfield!”scowledZeligashefrowned.

LevwastheyoungmasteroftheBayfieldfamilyinJaellatra,andhehadmanagedtoenterthe
First-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm.

“TothinkthattheuselesssecondyoungmasteroftheLearfamilywouldbeabletomakeit
pastthatchallenge!Someonemust’vehelpedyou,right?”scoffedLevashelookedatZelig
mockinglybeforeturningtosizeupGerald,aglintofinterestinhiseyes.

ItwasclearasdaythatLevwaslookingdownonZeligforhavingtorelyonotherstofightfor
him,butbeforeZeligcouldevenreply,Levhadalreadyturnedtoleave,laughingmockingly
throughouttheprocess.

“…Ihadpreviouslyonlyheardtalesofhow sharpLev’stonguecouldbe.Now thatI’ve
witnessed itfirst-hand,Ican safely agree with those rumors!”scowled Norirather
contemptuouslyassheglaredatLev’sback.

From whatshehadsaid,itwasclearthatthoughshehadn’tmetLevbefore,shehaddefinitely
heardofhim.

Eitherway,uponfindingahoteltostayin,thetrioquicklyrealizedthattheLeicom Continent’s
currencywasratherdifferentfrom theirs!Sincetheyweren’tgoingtobeabletouseearthor
Jaellatra’scurrencyhere,allthreeofthem knew thattheyhadtostartthinkingofwaysto
obtainmoney.

Afteraskingaround,theyfoundoutthatgoldcoinswerethemainform ofcurrencyhere.They
alsocametorealizethattherewasafamousauctionhouseherethatwentbythenameof
theAurum AuctionHouse.Thatwasdefinitelygoingtobetheirbestshotofquicklyobtaining
thisforeignland’scurrency.

Withthat,thethreepeoplethenswiftlyheadedofffortheauctionhouse…

Uponarriving,thetriorealizedthatalmosteveryonetryingtoauctionthingstherecamefrom
Jaellatra.Withthatinmind,thecrowdwasmassive,tosaytheleast.

Itwasquiteeasytotellapartwhocamefrom Jaellatraandwhowasalocaltooduetohow
differentthe two cultures looked.Ifthatwasn’talreadyenough,manyofthe Leicom
Continent’sresidentsappearedtoresentthosefrom Jaellatra…
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Regardless,afterwaitingashortwhile,Geraldandtheothertwofinallygottheirchanceto
revealtheirauctionitem totheappraiser.

Uponrevealingthejadecharm tohim,thetriowatchedastheappraiser’seyesmomentarily
widenedinshock.

Aftercarefullyobservingitforawhile,theappraiserthensaid,“…Comewithme!Allthreeof
you!”



Hearingthat,thetriothenfollowedhim deeperintotheAurum AuctionHouse…

Onceinside,theyweresoongreetedbythesightofanoldmanwhohadagoldencrownon
hishead.

Aftertheappraiserhandedthejadecharm totheoldman,hethenwhisperedsomethinginto
hisear,promptingtheelderlymantoappearslightlysurprised.

StaringatGeraldforawhile,theoldmanthenasked,“Howdidyouobtainthejadecharm of
thegreendragon?”

Whileslightlyhesitanttorevealtheinformation,Geraldeventuallyreplied,“IobtaineditafterI
slaughteredagreendragonthatIcameacrossduringtheChallengeoftheFairyland!”

Uponhearingthat,theoldman’sinitialsurprisequicklyturnedintodelight.

“Tothinkthatyouwereabletoslaughterthegreendragon!Justsoyouknow,thisjadecharm
isincrediblyvaluablesincetheonlywaytoobtainitisbydefeatingthatdragon!Nobodyelse
hasbeenabletodoitbutyou!Howexceedinglypowerfulyoumustbe!”praisedtheoldman.

Nowrealizinghowvaluablethejadecharm was,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“Howvaluable
arewetalkingabouthere…?”

Boomingwithlaughterinresponse,theoldmanthenreplied,“HowdoIevensaythis…Ican
sayforsurethatevenifyouauctionitforafew milliongoldcoins,you’dstillfindabuyer!
That’show valuableitis!Now thatyouknow how muchit’sworth,pleasetellmewhether
you’dstillliketoauctionit!”

Hearingthatthejadecharm wasworththatmuch,Geraldandtheothertwoinstantlyfound
themselvesgettingexcited.Afterthinkingaboutitforalittlelonger,Geraldfinallydeclared,
“Verywell!I’m agreeingtohaveitauctioned!”

Intheend,nomatterhow valuablethejadecharm was,moneywasstilltheprioritysince
withoutany,theywouldn’tbeabletosurvivelongintheLeicom Continent.

“I’m gladtohearthat!However,donotethattheAurum AuctionHousewillgetashareof
thirtypercentoffthefinalauctionedprice.Doyouaccept?”askedthecrownedoldman.

TurningtolookatNoriandZelig,theydidn’tappeartoobjecttotheidea.Withthat,Gerald
thennoddedinagreement.

“Verywell,then!Pleasecomewithmetothewaitingarea!We’llbeauctioningthejadecharm
ofthegreendragonverysoon!”saidtheauctioneerasheledthetriotoanareawherethe
othersellerswere.Withhowtheareawaspositioned,thesellersweregivenaclearviewof
theiritemsgettingauctioned.

Whateverthecasewas,uponarriving,Geraldandthetwootherssatsidebysideasthey
waitedfortheauctiontobegin.

Itwasonlyafewminuteslaterwhentheysawthecrownedoldmanwalkupthestage.The
auctionwasfinallybeginning!

Clearing his throat,the elderlyman then declared “Ladies and gentlemen!We have a
wonderfularrayofvaluableauctionitemstodayaswell!Withoutfurtherado,herecomesthe
firstitem,thePhoenixFan!”

Followingthat,theoldmanthenpulledtheredclothoffthefirstauctionitem,revealinga
goldenfan!Sincethefeathersonthefanweresupposedlyphoenixfeathers,theitem was
definitelyanexquisiteone.
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“We’llbeginthebidatahundredthousandgoldcoins!Asareminder,eachbid’sincrement
hastoexceedfiftythousandgoldcoins!”explainedthecrownedoldman.

Nowthatthebiddingprocesshadofficiallybegun,thecrowdinstantlywentintoanuproar!

“Twohundredthousandgoldcoins!”shoutedawealthy-lookingman.Sincehehadincreased
thebidbyahundredthousandgoldcoinsrightoffthebat,itwasonlyfairtoassumethathe
wasfilthyrich.

However,rightafterthat,afatman—whowassittingoppositeofthepreviousbidder—stood
upbeforeshouting,“Threehundredthousandgoldcoins!”

Truthbetold,Geraldandtheothertwofeltthattheoldhandfanwasn’treallyworththatmuch.
Evenso,whoweretheytojudge?Thesepeoplewerefilthyrich,sotheycoulddoanythingthey
wantedwiththeirmoney.

Eventually,thehandfanwassold—tothebusinessmanfrom beforewhohadstartedthe
bid—forawhoppingsixhundredthousandgoldcoins!

Followingthat,ittookabouttwomorehoursforthenexttwoitemstobeauctionedoff.

SinceGerald’sjadecharm ofthegreendragonwasthefourthandlastitem tobeauctioned
fortheday,thetriohadtopatientlywaitthroughoutthebiddingprocess.

Now thatthesecond-lastitem hadbeenauctionedoff,allthreeofthem instantlybegan
focusingontheauctionagainasthecrownedoldmanremovedtheredclothcovering
Gerald’sjadecharm…

Clearinghisthroat,theoldmanthendeclared,“Forourlastitem fortoday,wehavethejade
charm ofthegreendragon!I’m sureIdon’tneedtoelaborateonhow rarethistreasureis!
Withthatsaid,thebidstartswiththreemilliongoldcoins,andanyfurtherincrementmust
exceedamilliongoldcoins!Withoutfurtherado,letthebiddingbegin!”

Thesecondhissentenceended,someoneimmediatelyshouted,“Fivemilliongoldcoins!”

“Giveitup!I’m payingsixmilliongoldcoins!”

“Sevenmilliongoldcoins!It’smine!”

Withhowrapidlythebidderswereincreasingthefinalpriceofthejadecharm,itwasn’tlong
beforethebidamountwentovertenmilliongoldcoins…Eventhen,thepricejustkepton
rising!

Eventually,thefinalbidamountedtoawhoppingtwentymilliongoldcoins!Bythatpoint,the
crowdhadquieteddown,andnobodydaredtofurtherincreasethealreadyoutrageousbid
amount.Afterall,twentymilliongoldcoinswasalreadyfarbeyondwhatanyonecouldhave
anticipatedthefinalpricetobe.

Withthatinmind,thecrownedoldmanthenhammeredonthepodium beforelookingatthe
finalbidder—ayoungmanwearingaroyal-lookingoutfitwhowasseatedatthefront-most
row—anddeclaring,“PrinceSeverinhasbidtwentymilliongoldcoins!Evenifanyoneelse
wishestocompeteagainstthat,I’vedecidedthatPrinceSeverinwillbetherightfulownerof
thejadecharm!Withthatsaid,congratulations,PrinceSeverin!Thejadecharm ofthegreen
dragonisnowyours!”

SincePrinceSeverinwastheprinceoftheLeicom Continent’sroyalfamily,thatamountwas



nothingmuchtohim.

Tothetrio,however,itwasasthoughtheyhadhitthejackpot.

Noriherselfwassoexcitedthatshecouldn’tholdherselfbackfrom exclaiming,“Bygod!
Twentymilliongoldcoins!You’redefinitelymadeafortunethistime,Gerald!”

Geraldhimselfhadn’texpectedthejadecharm tofetchsuchahighprice.Ifthejadecharm of
thegreendragonalonecouldbesoldforthismuch,thenthedragoneggwouldsurelysellfor
billions,right…?

Despitethethought,Geralddidn’treallywantotherstoknowthathehadtheeggyet.Besides,
itwasn’tasthoughhewaspoorintheseforeignlandsanymore.

Regardless,soonaftertheauctionended,thetriowatchedasthecrownedoldmanordered
hismentocarrythreehugechestsfilledwithgoldcoinsover…

Thoughhewasextremelywealthyonearth,Geraldhimselfhadneverseensomanygold
coinsatonce!Duetothat,allthreeofthem foundthemselvesmomentarilyshockedbywhat
theysaw…
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Eventuallysnappingoutofit,NorithenturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“…That’s…quite
alot.Howoneartharewegoingtocarryallthisaround,Gerald…?”

Thoughitwastruethattherewerethreechestsandthetriocouldtechnicallycarryoneeach,
itwasgoingtobefartoomuchofahassleinthelongterm.Whatmore,oncepeoplesawall
thatgold,theywouldsurelybetemptedtorobthem…

RealizingthatGeraldwasstressedoverhowtobringallthatmoneyaround,thecrownedold
manthenhandedasmallringtohim.

Slightlystartledtosuddenlybegivenaring,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“…I’m sorry,but
what’sthisringabout…?”

“It’sastorageringwithaparticularlyhugestoragespace!Youcankeepyourgoldinthatso
youwon’thavetofretaboutcarryingitabout!”explainedtheoldmanwithanamiablesmile.

“That…Ican’tjustacceptsomethinglikethisforfree!Howaboutthis?I’llbuythisringoffyou
foramilliongoldcoins!Isthatacceptable?”askedGeraldwhosimplywasn’tthekindof
persontowillinglytakeafreemealfornothing.

Seeinghow sensibleGeraldwas,theoldmanchosenottorefuse.Andjustlikethat,the
moneywastradedforthering.

Afterslippingtheringon,Geraldgentlytappedit,promptingapocketspacetosuddenly
appearbeforehim!

Uponseeinghow spaciousitwasinside,Geraldquicklyplacedtheremainingmoneywithin
thatspace,makingsuretoputhisbackpackinsideaswell.

Withhow convenientthestorageringwas,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutconsiderittobea
treasure.

Regardless,nowthatthatissuehadbeensolved,GeraldwasjustabouttoleavewithNoriand
Zeligwhentheoldmansuddenlycalledout,“Pleasewaitforamoment!There’ssomeone
whowishestomeetyou!”

Hearingthat,thetriowasinstantlypuzzled.Afterall,theyhadjustarrivedattheLeicom



Continent.Whoonearthcouldbewantingtomeetthem?

Nowthathehadtheirattention,theoldmanthenledthem toaguesthallattheback.

Uponarriving,theyweresurprisedtoseethattheonewhohadwantedtomeetupwiththem
wasnoneotherthanPrinceSeverin!

Beingthebuyerofthejadecharm ofthegreendragon,PrinceSeverinhadbeenkeenon
meetingthepersonwhohadevenconsideredsellingtheprecioustreasureinthefirstplace.

Eitherway,nowthattheywerehere,theoldmanbowedrespectfullybeforetheprincebefore
saying,“Ladyandgents,thisyoungmangoesbythenameofPrinceSeverin,andhecomes
from theroyalfamilyoftheLeicom Continent!He’salsotheonewhoboughtthejadecharm
ofthegreendragon!”

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutstareattheprinceforawhile.Thoughhedidn’treally
knowhowtogreetaprince,Geraldwasatleastsurethathehadtoberespectful.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthengreeted,“It’sanhonortomeetyou,PrinceSeverin!”

StaringbackatGeraldwithacuriousgaze,theprincethenreplied,“…You’retheonewhosold
thejadecharm,correct?”
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Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“That’sright.MycompanionsandIcamefrom
Jaellatra,yousee,andsincewehadnomoney,Idecidedtosellthejadecharm!”

“…You…Doyounotknow how preciousthejadecharm ofthegreendragonis…?”muttered
theconfusedPrinceSeverin.

Gerald,forone,honestlyhadnoclue.

Truthbetold,washenotindireneedofmoney,hewouldn’thavesoldoffthejadecharm.
Afterall,hehadn’tevenstudiedityet.Evenso,PrinceSeverin’stonealonewasenoughtotell
Geraldhowextraordinaryatreasurethejadecharm actuallywas…

Now getting increasinglycurious,Gerald shookhishead beforeasking,“I’m afraid I’m
clueless,PrinceSeverin.Doenlightenme!”

“…Verywell!Yousee,thejadecharm yousoldmeisthesymbolofthegreendragon,andthe
personwhoownsitwillbegrantedthepowersofthegreendragon!Incaseyoudidn’tknow,
amongthefourDivineBeasts,thegreendragonisthestrongestamongthem!”explained
Severin.

Uponhearingthat,thetrioinstantlyfoundthemselvessurprised.Tothinkthatthejade
pendantwasthisuseful!Now thatheknew whatthejadependantwascapableof,Gerald
beganslightlyregrettinghischoiceofsellingit…

Evenso,whatwasdone,wasdone.Hecouldn’tjusttakeitbacknowthatithadofficiallybeen
sold.Whatmore,thebuyerofthejadependantwastheprinceofthiscontinent!Withthatin
mind,gettingitbackwasonlygoingtobeevenmoredifficult!

Understandingthatitwasbestifhejustgaveuponreobtainingit,Geraldthensaidina
slightlyresignedtone,“…Isee.Iappreciateyoutellingmemoreaboutit,PrinceSeverin…
Regardless,thejadependantisnow yours,soyoudon’tneedtoworryaboutmetryingto
reclaim it!”

StaringintoGerald’seyes,theprincecouldsensethatGeraldwasn’tlyingtohim.Withthat,he



thenreplied,“…Wellsaid.Itrustinyou!”

Followingthat,thetwopartiestalkedforawhilelongerbeforegoingtheirseparateways…

AstheylefttheAurum AuctionHouse,Geraldkeptremindinghimselfthatitwasnousecrying
overspilledmilk.Thefactthattheynow ownedafortunedefinitelyhelpedGeraldconvince
himselfthatthisoutcomewasn’tallthatbad.Afterall,itwasbetterthanhavingnothingatall.

Byroughestimation,allthatmoneywasmorethanenoughforallthreeofthem toliveforan
entireyearintheLeicom Continentworry-free.

Withthatinmind,thetriomadesuretonotonlyfindabetterplacetostayin,buttoalso
celebratebyhavingaheartydinnertogether…

Fastforwardtonighttime,Geraldendeduphavingtosharearoom withNoriwhileZeligslept
inanotherroom.

WhileGeraldwasnaturallyreluctanttohavetosharearoom withher,Norikeptinsistingthat
shestayedwithhim withtheexcusethatshewasafraidofbeingalone.Withhow things
currentlywere,itwasobviousthatNoriwonintheend.

Whateverthecasewas,nowthattheywereinaprivateroom,Geraldfinallytookthechance
totakethegreendragon’seggoutfrom hisbackpack.

Carefullyplacingitonthetable,Geraldthenbeganobservingtheegg,wonderingifanother
greendragonwouldactuallyhatchfrom it.

WalkingovertoGerald’sside,Norithensatbesidehim.Lookingattheeggwithherown
curiousgaze,shethenfoundherselfasking,“…Doyouthinkanothergreendragonwillhatch
from this…?”

“It’spossible.Evenifthat’sthecase,wedon’treallyknowwhenit’sgoingtohatchanyway,”
repliedGeraldrathercalmly.

Thesecondhissentenceended,however,acrispcrackcouldbeheardfrom theegg…

Staringwide-eyedassmallcracksbeganracingdownthedragonegg,GeraldandNoriwere
momentarilyleftspeechlesswhenagreendragoneventuallypeekedoutfrom withinthenow
crackedegg!

WitheyesthatwerethesizeofGerald’sthumbs,thebabydragonsimplystaredbackat
GeraldandNoriuntilNorieventuallysnappedoutofit.

Withhowcuteitwas,Noriwasimmediatelycaptivatedandshefoundherselfsquealing,“It’s…
It’sanadorablebabygreendragon!”
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Justasshewasabouttotouchit,however,thebabydragoninstantlyrespondedwithatiny
roar!Thoughthesmalldragonwasevenbearingitstwotinyfangs,itsactionsonlymade
Nori’sheartmeltevenfurther.

“Oh…?AreyoubeingmeantomeeventhoughI’m treatingyousokindly,littlefella?”scowled
Noriinaplayfultone.

Seeminglyunderstandingthatitwasbeingscolded,thebabydragonquicklycurledupintoa
ball…

Seeingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmile.



Reachingouthisarm,Geraldthenliftedthebabydragonbeforeplacingitinhispalm…
ContrarytoitsinitialreactiontowardNori,thedragonappearedtotrustGeraldcompletely,
andthiswasmadeevidentbyhowmuchitkeptrubbingitscheekagainsthispalm.

Seeinghow comfortablethedragonwasaroundGerald,Noriaddedinacheerfultone,“It
seemsthatthelittlefellatrustsyoualot!Itdidn’tevenattempttobemeantoyouwhenyou
firsttouchedit!”

Thetruthwas,thebabywasonlybehavingthiswaysinceitwasfamiliarwithGerald’sscent.
Afterall,hehadbeencarryingtheeggaroundthisentiretime.Withthatinmind,itwasonly
naturalthatthedragontrustedGeraldthemost.

Regardless,thetwothenproceededtoplayaroundwiththebabydragonlateintothenight…

Bythatpoint,thebabydragonhadalreadyfamiliarizeditselfwithNori,soitnolongersawher
asanenemy.ToNori’sdelight,itwasevenwillingtoletherholdhim!

Eventually,thethreethenheadedtobed…

Whenmorningcame,GeraldandNoriwereabruptlyawokenbythebabydragon’shisses!

Seeingthatitkepthissingwhilehoppingatoptheirbodies,Noriquicklyrealizedwhatwasup,
promptinghertosay,“…Ithinkit’shungry,Gerald!”

Whiletheynowhadonemysterysolved,anotheronewasinstantlyposed.Whatshouldthey
feedit?Foralltheyknew,dragonsprobablyhaddifferentdietscomparedtohumans…

Unsurewheretoevenbegin,Geraldthenplacedthedragonintothestorageringbefore
leavingthehotelwithNoriandZeliginsearchoffood…

Eventually,theymanagedtofindarestaurantandtheymadesuretoorderallsortsof
delicious-smellingfoods.

Oncethefoodarrived,Geraldslippedsomemeatintothestoragering,hopingthatthedragon
wouldlikeit.

Tohisdismay,allitdidwaslayonitsstomach!ItbarelyhadanyinterestinthefoodGerald
hadprovided!

“Itdoesn’teatmeat…?Thenwhatdoesiteat?”mumbledtheperplexedGerald.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldeventuallydecidedthatitwasbestifthetriofedthemselves
firstbeforeworryingaboutthebabydragon.

Aftertheirmealwasover,thetriothencontinuedwalkingaround,hopingthattheywould
somehowcomeacrosssomethingthatthebabygreendragonwaswillingtoeat.

Astheywerepassingbyamagnificent-lookingmanor,thebabydragonsuddenlyappearedto
grow excitedwithinthestoragering!Findingitsreactiontobeodd,Geraldthenreleasedit
from thepocketspacetoseewhatwasup.

Theseconditwasfreed,however,thedragonboltedrightintothemanor,appearingtobe
drawnbysomethinginside!

Unabletoreactfastenoughtorecaptureit,Geraldthencalledout,“Hey,comeback!”

Leapingoverthemanor’sfence,thetriothenquicklybeganchasingafterthedragon…

Bythetimetheycaughtuptoit,thebabydragonwasalreadymunchingonsomething



underneathatree…

Seeingbitsoffoodallaroundit,Noriraisedaslightbrowasshecuriouslyasked,“Whatisit
eveneating…?”

Allthreeofthem wereequallycurioussincethedragonappearedtobeeatingsocontently
eventhoughitbarelyhadanyinterestinthemeatthatGeraldfeditearlier.

Squattingbesidethedragon,Geraldtookacloserlookatthebitsoffoodbeforesaying,“…It
seemstobeeatingsomekindoffruit…Sinceitlikesitsomuch,it’sonlyfairtoassumethat
whateverit’seatingisthekingoffruits!”


