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However,thiscontestwasnotthatsimple.

Theacademywouldholdthiseventeveryyearaftertheenrollmentofnewstudents.Thiswasalsoto

testthestudents’trueability.Itwouldbecarriedoutintheformofaduelbetweenstudentsfromthe

beginnertotheeliteclasses.

Soon,twodayshadpassed.

AndtodaywastheverydayofthecontestatLeicomAcademy.

Everyoneintheacademygatheredinthesquare.Thebeginnerclasssatintheeastcorner,the

intermediateinthewestcorner,andtheeliteclassinthesouthcorner.

AsforGerald,hesatbesideDeanSumeru.

SeeingGeraldsittingbesideSumeru,everyonewasinshock.Theywerecuriousaboutwhathisstatus

wassomuchsothathewasreceivingsuchgoodtreatment.

“Fellowstudents,todayistheannualmartialartscontestofouracademyaftertheenrollmentofthe

newstudents.Asalways,thestudentsfromthreedifferentlevelswilljointhecontestandduelwith

eachother!”

Afterthat,MasterYkinkcameforwardandexplainedtheflowoftheeventtothestudents.

“Next,letmeintroduceyoutooneperson.He’sthestudentofourdean,GeraldCrawford.Hewilljoin

thiscontestaswell.Youwillhavethechancetoduelwithhimlater!”MasterYkinkintroducedGeraldto

theotherstudents.



Thewholecrowdwasstirredupatoncewithallthepeopletalkingaboutthesamething.

WhowouldhavethoughtthatGeraldwouldbecomeastudentofthedean?Asfarastheyknew,the

deanhadnevertakenastudentunderhisguidance.Andnow,Geraldhadbecomethefirstone.This

madethemwonderhowstrongGeraldwas.

“MasterYkink,Ihaveaquestion.Ifwebeathim,doesthatmeanthatwewillalsobecomethedean’s

student?”

Suddenly,astudentfromtheeliteclassstoodupandaskedMasterYkink.

MasterYkinkwasstunnedafterhearingthequestion.HeturnedandlookedatDeanSumeru.

Sumeruponderedforamomentbeforestandingupandsaying,“Dearstudents,anyonewhocandefeat

himwillbecomemystudent!”

Uponhiswords,itonceagaincausedastiramongthestudentsdownthestage.Itwasclearlyarare

opportunityforallofthem.Thinkingofbecomingthedean’sstudentsjustbydefeatingGerald,they

wereverymuchwillingtodoit.

However,itwouldnotbethateasy,asitwasimpossibleforthemtodefeatGerald.

“Great.Next,let’sstartwiththefirstduelbetweenabeginnerstudentandanintermediatestudent.I

shallinvitethetwoclassestosendouttheirrespectivestudentstothecentreofthesquare!”Master

Ykinksaidtothestudentsimmediately.

Havingsaidthat,astudentfromeachoftheclasseswalkedtothecentreofthesquare.

Itwasabattlebetweenabeginnerandanintermediaterightinthefirstround.Althoughthecontest



mightseemunfair,itwasn’t.Intruth,thedistributionofthestudentsofdifferentstrengthsvaried

amongthethreelevels,sotheremightbesomestrongandpowerfulcharactersinthebeginnerclass.

Soon,theduelbetweenthetwostudentsatthecentreofthesquarestarted.

Itwasworthmentioningthatthestudentfromtheintermediateclasswasquitesatisfactory.Whetherit

washisattackskillsorspeed,hewasmoreexcellentthanthebeginnerstudent.

Evenso,thebeginnerstudentwasnoteasytodealwitheither,andhedidn’tgetdefeatedtoosoon.

Thetwostudentsfoughtforafewroundsbeforetheintermediatestudentfinallydefeatedthebeginner

studentandwonthebattle.

Regardless,thebeginnerstudent’sperformancewasconsideredquitegood.Itwasjustthattherewas

stillasmallgapbetweenhisabilityandhisopponent’s.

“Well,thevictoryofthefirstroundgoestotheintermediatestudent!Next,forthesecondround,let’s

welcomeabeginnerstudentandanelitestudent!”

Withthefirstduelended,MasterYkinkannouncedthesecondmatch.

Abeginnerstudentactuallyhadtofightagainstanelitestudentinthesecondround.Itseemedtobe

toodemanding.

Naturally,nobodyfromthebeginnerclassdaredtostepforward.“Iwilldoit!”

Suddenly,avoicerangoutfromamongthebeginnerstudents.



Geraldfoundthevoiceveryfamiliar,sohelookedinthedirectionofthevoiceimmediately.

ItturnedouttobeZelig.

Geralddidn’texpectthatZeligwoulddaretocomeforward,knowingthatthismatchwasbetweena

beginnerandanelite,whoselevelofstrengthswouldbeapparentlywide.

“What’syourname?”MasterYkinklookedatZeligandasked.

“ZeligLear!”Heblurtedouthisname.

Then,astudentfromtheelitesidecameout.HewasnoneotherthanLevBayfield,whohadrecently

joinedtheeliteclass.

LevBayfieldandZeligLearwerebothfromJaellatra,butLevwasslightlystrongerthanZelig.

ZeligwascurrentlyintheRuneRealm,whereasLevhadalreadybrokenintotheSageRealm.Hence,

therewasabiggapbetweenthemintermsofpower.

Lev’slipscurledupwardintoawrysmile,thinkingthathehadfinallygottenthechancetotortureZelig.

AlthoughtheywerebothpeoplefromJaellatra,theLearfamilywasmoreinfluentialthantheBayfield

family.ThiswasalsoanotherreasonLevlookeddownuponZelig,ashefeltthatitwasabsurdforthe

youngmasteroftheLearfamilytobesoweak.

“Yo,YoungMasterLear,wefinallymeetagain.Butbecareful,don’tblamemeforshowingnomercy!”



LevwalkedforwardandstoodinfrontofZeligashespoke,lookingathimwithagrimsmile.

ZeligignoredwhatLevsaid.HeknewwhatLevwasthinkinginhismind.Hemusthaveseenhim,sohe

haddeliberatelysteppedforwardtofightwithhim.Hehadtobeplanningtohumiliatehimsincehehad

gottenthechance.

EventhoughZeligknewhisabilitywasweaker,hewouldnotretreatnorfeelscared.Hewouldresist

Lev’sattackswithallhismight.

“Getready,thematchisabouttostart!

MasterYkinkcuedZeligandLev.

ZeligandLevgotbacktotheirrespectivesides,formingaten-meterdistancebetweenthemsothat

bothofthemwouldhaveachancetoreact.

Meanwhile,Geraldwaslookingatthemfromabove.Hecouldn’thelpbutstartworrying.

GeraldwasawareofZelig’sstrength.ThismatchwouldmostprobablyendwithZelig’sdefeatsinceLev

wasastrongopponentintheSageRealm.

However,Geraldcouldnotinterveneandstopitsincethiswastheruleofthecontest.

So,GeraldcouldonlyhopethatZeligwouldbeabletowithstandtheattacksandnotlosetooterribly.

“Anditstartsnow!”



Afterthat,thesecondmatchstartedofficiallywithMasterYkink’sannouncement.

Levleapedforwardimmediately,headingtowardZeligattopspeed.

LevwasinfrontofZeligintheblinkofaneye,drawingouthisswordandstabbingitatZelig.

ThespeedofaSagewas,ofcourse,fasterthanaChakraKing.

Butluckily,Zelighadbeenhighlyalertsincejustnow.Hetookafewstepsbackwardimmediatelyand

dodgedLev’sfirstattack.

“Huh.Itlookslikeyourreactionisfastenough!”

LevsmirkedandsmileddisdainfullyashemockedZelig.

Havingsaidthat,Levleapedintotheskyandrotatedhisbodyonehundredandeightydegrees.Then,

swingingtheswordinhishandsofastthatitformedaflower-likeshadow,heattackedZelig.Zelig

immediatelyshonehisswordtoshieldhimself.

“Cascadingpetals!”Levyelled.

ThiswasthenameofLev’smove,andthesword’sshadowscascadedeverywherefromtheskylike

flowerpetals,renderingZeligunabletodeterminewhichonewastherealsword.

Afterafewseconds,Zelig’sshirtwasalreadytornandrippedupwithmarksfromtheswordeverywhere,

andheseemedtobeextremelybatteredandconfused.



Atthismoment,itwasalreadyknownwhohadwonandlost—itwasobviousthatLevhadwonthis

round.

“Alright,bothofyoucanstopnow.Wealreadyhaveawinner!”

MasterYkinkinstantlyyelledandannouncedtheresultofthebattle.

“LevBayfieldfromtheeliteclasswonthesecondround!”

AlthoughZeligwasunsettledandunwillingtoadmitdefeat,hisabilitywasindeednotasgoodasLev’s,

sohecouldonlyaccepttheresult.

“Hmph.ZeligLear,I’mtellingyou,you’regoingtolosetomeforever,so,fromnowon,you’dbetter

scramwheneveryouseemearoundtheacademy.Otherwise,I’llbeatyouupeverytimeIseeyou!”

LevwarnedZeligcoldlyashepointedhisfingerathimbeforeeveryoneelseatthescene.

Hiswordscausedasurgeamongstthecrowdagain.WhowouldhaveexpectedthatLevwouldbeso

recklesstoannouncesuchruthlesswordsinfrontofeveryone,nottomentiontheheadmasterand

greatmasterswerethereaswell.

However,thesewereallnormalhappenings.DeanSumeruandtheothergreatmasterswouldn’tcare

thatmuchasthecompetitionwasreallystronghere.Afterall,studentsfromtheeliteclassindeedhad

higherstatusesthanthosefromthebeginnerclass.

Still,Geralddidn’tthinkthesamewayasthem.HefeltthatLevwastooarrogantandruthlessforhis

owngood,andthismadeGeraldabitenraged.

Zeligwashisfriend,andLevwasobviouslyinsultinghisfriend.Naturally,thismadeGeraldfeelunsettled,



andhedecidedtoavengeZelig’sdignityandjustice.

“Okay,forthethirdround,itwillbetheeliteclassversusthedean’sselectedstudent—GeraldCrawford.

Iwouldliketheeliteclasstoselectsomeoneamongyourselvestofight,andforGeraldtowaitpatiently

inthecenterofthesquare!”

ThebattlewascontinuedwithmasterKarsten’sannouncementofthethirdbattle.

Geraldknewhischancewashere,andhestoodupinstantly,leapingrighttowardthecenterofthe

squareswiftly,becomingthecenterofeveryone’sattention.

EveryonewantedtoseehowincredibleGerald’sabilitywas.

Now,thestudentsintheeliteclasswereallchatteringandhavingacommotion.Alotofthemwanted

tofightagainstGeraldastheywerealltemptedbythereward.

“Deanandfellowgrandmasters,Ihavearequest!”

Atthatmoment,Geraldyelledashestaredrightattheheadmasterandthefourgrandmasters.

“Gerald,pleaseletusknow!”

DeanSumeruaskedinstantly.

“CanIchoosesomeonefromtheeliteclassforthebattle!”Geraldmadearequest.

Hiswordsimmediatelymadestudentsfromtheeliteclassunsatisfied,andtheyfeltasthoughGerald



wastooarrogant.Thissimplymeantthathedidn’treallyvalueanyoftheirabilitiesatall.

“Okay,then.Tellme,whodoyouwishtochoose?”

Afterall,hewasstillthedean’sownselectedstudent,soofcoursehewouldtreathimslightlymore

special.HethenswiftlyaskedGerald.

“Him!LevBayfield!He’stheoneIwishtochoose!”

RightafterSumeru’ssentencehadended,Geraldimmediatelyannouncedanameashepointedrightat

Lev,whohadjustsatdown.

Rightatthatinstant,everyone’seyeswereonLev.NoneofthemhadexpectedthatGeraldwould

actuallychooseLevashisopponent,andthismadethemastounded.

Lev,ontheotherhand,wasexcitedandfeltasifhischancewasfinallyhere.Afterall,ifhebeatGerald,

hewouldbethedean’sselectedstudenthimself.

Undereveryone’sgaze,Levstoodupslowly.

LevwalkedrighttowardGeraldinfrontofeveryone.

“Whowouldhavethoughtthatyouwouldchooseme.Lookslikethepositionasthedean’sselected

studentwillbemineforsure!”

LevridiculedGeraldwithutmostconfidence.



Theyhadn’tevenstartedthebattle,andLevwasalreadyactingsoarrogantly.

Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasn’treallybotheredbyit.Inhiseyes,Levwasjustabuffoon,sohedidn’t

reallyhavetocareabouthisarrogance.

Thestrongonesalwaysheldalowprofileinsteadofshowingoffinahigh-keyway.Ifnot,thatwouldbe

stupid,andthatreferredtononeotherthanLevhimself.

“Bothsides,pleasegetready!”

MasterYkinkspokeupandsignalledatGeraldandLev.

HearingMasterYkink’sinstructions,Levimmediatelyenteredafightingstance,waitingtoattack

anytime.Oncethestartwasannounced,hewouldimmediatelyattackGerald.

Geraldwasascalmandcomposedashehadeverbeenwithhiseyesclosedwhilestandingatthesame

place,withoutevenaslightchangeinhisexpression.

SeeingGerald’saction,everyonearoundthemwonderedwhetherthismeantthatitwasasignthat

Geraldwassurrendering?

“Thebattlestartsnow!”

Afterafewseconds,MasterYkinkannounced.

Assoonasthosewordsfell,Levtookactioninstantlyasheshovedhisswordoutandjettedrighttoward

Gerald.



Gerald,ontheotherhand,wasstillstandingatthesameplacecalmlywithoutmovingatall.Itwas

almostasifhewaswaitingforLevtostabhim.

JustaseveryonethoughtthatGeraldwasgoingtoloseforsure,Geraldopenedhiseyessuddenlyand

extendedtwofingersasheheldLev’sswordinbetweenthemalmostinstantly.

ThesharpheadoftheswordwasjustafewmillimetresfromGerald’seyes!Whatamoverightatthat

juncture!

“What?!”

Levwasextremelyastounded.

Hewantedtotakebackhisswordbutsuddenlyrealizedthathecouldn’ttakeitbackatall.Itwasas

thoughtheswordwasfrozeninmid-air.

Immediatelyafter,GeraldbentandsnappedLev’sswordwithhisfingers.

WithoutwaitingforLevtoreact,GeraldsmackedLev’schestwithhisotherpalm.

Levflewbackwardimmediatelyinanarcacrosstheskybeforecrashingontotheground,bloodleaking

fromhislips.

Geralddidn’tintendtotakeLev’slifewithhispalm.Afterall,thiswasabattletestanditshouldbelight,

notlife-and-deathinanyway.Therefore,Geraldheldback,otherwise,Levwouldbeanice-coldcorpse

bynow.

“Geraldhaswon!”



MasterYkinkannouncedloudly.

Rightatthismoment,DeanSuneruhadasatisfiedsmileonhisfaceashestartedclapping.

Seeinghowthedeanwasclappinghishands,thefourgrandmastersandotherstudentsstartedtoclap

aswell.Instantly,thunderousapplausecouldbeheardfromthescene.

Geraldhadwonwithoutateenyhintofsuspense.

Now,everyoneknewthatGeraldtrulyhadstrongabilities,anditwasnotjustarumor.Hewasindeed

worthyenoughtobethedean’sselectedstudent.

“I’mnotsatisfied.Iwanttocompeteagainsthim!”

Rightatthatmoment,adeepvoicewasheardfromtheeliteclass.

“It’sMasterRay!”

“MasterRayisgoingtofight,lookslikethere’llbeagoodbattletowatch!”

“Yeah!MasterRayisincredible,ofcoursehewon’tacceptthiswillingly!”

Afterdiscoveringtheownerofthevoice,anuproarappearedamongstthecrowdagain.

ThemanwhowasbeingdiscussedbyeveryonewasRayLeighton,thebeststudentintheeliteclass.His

abilityhadreachedtheSeventh-soul-rankintheSageRealm.



RaygotupandwalkedoutofthecirclecoldlytowardthecenterofthesquaretostandbeforeGerald,

andhepointedatGeraldicilyashesaid,“I,RayLeighton,wanttochallengeyou.Ifyouwin,Iwill

willinglylistenandfollowyou.IfIwin,youhavetoscramfromthispositionofyoursandbemy

underling!”

Ray’swordswereextremelyarrogantwithadominantvibe.

Afterlisteningtohim,Geraldwasn’tangryatall.Onthecontrary,hethoughtthatRaywasvery

interesting.

SomeonelikeRaywasdirectandstraightforward,andhewouldexpresshisdissatisfactionoutright

insteadofdoingsomethingdirtybehindone’sback.Thisdeservedother’srespect.

“Okay,Iaccept!”

Geralddidn’trejecthimandaccepteditimmediately.

WithoutwaitingforMasterYkinktoannouncethestartofthebattle,RaychargedrighttowardGerald

likeaferocioustigerwithacrushingforcelikeatornado.

Rayhadabuffyphysiqueandmuscularbody,andhecrashedhisfistrighttowardGeraldheavily.

Ray,whohadreachedtheSeventh-soul-rankintheSageRealm,alreadyhadstrongpower.Ifonereally

gothitbyhisfist,hisboneswouldbecrushedintopiecesforsure.

However,Geraldlikedfightingagainstopponentslikethis.Thiswasbecausehecouldtesthisbody’s

strengthatthesametime.



Thenextmoment,Geraldthrusthisfistoutaswell.

GeraldmatchedhisfistwithRay.

Rightinthatinstant,thesandaroundthesquarefleweverywhere,andheatwaveswerecreated,

surroundingthetwoinbetween.

Thegroundbeneathbothofthemwasalreadycrackedandcollapsed,numerousrocksflyingupintothe

air.Itcouldbealreadybeseenhowpowerfultheaftereffectofthemclashingagainsteachotherwas.

Afterthat,dustandthesanddissipated.

EveryonesawGeraldandRaybothstandinginthesamespot,butRayseemedtobeabitsick.

Iftheywerenearer,itcouldbeseenhowRay’spurlicuewasalreadytornwithbloodstreamingoutof

thewoundendlessly,drippingontothecrackedground.

Withjustonemove,thewinnerandlosercouldalreadybedetermined.

ThetwostoodstillforafewsecondsfacingeachotherbeforeRayfinallyretractedhisfistslowly.

“I’velost!”

Hiswordsmadeeveryoneturnsilent.

Everyonewasstillinsurpriseanddisbelief.



Rayhadactuallysurrendered?!

Thisresultwasn’tsomethingthatcouldbeexpectedbyanyone.OneshouldknowthatRaywasthe

strongestmaninLeicomAcademy,andnow,hehadactuallylosttoGerald,whichhehadadmitted

himselfwillingly.Whatastonishingnews!

“You’rereallypowerful!Youhavemyrespect!”

RaysmiledandtoldGerald.

“You’renotbadyourself.Ihopewecanbefriends!”

GeraldsmiledbackpolitelyasherepliedtoRay,stretchingouthishand.

“Ofcourse.Itwouldbemyhonortobefriendswithyou!”Raystretchedhishandoutforahandshake

withGeraldwithoutthinkingtwice.

Atthatmoment,thetwowerelikethestrongonessympathizingwitheachother.Thetrulystrongones

werealwaysrespectedbyeveryone.

GeraldfeltthatRaywouldbeaworthyfriend.TherewerenotmanypeopleasmagnanimousasRay

anymore.

“Okay,that’stheendofourbattletesttoday.TomorrowwillbethepracticetestinHeavenTower,I

hopeeveryonecangetagoodresttonight!”

Aftertheendoftheday,theskyhadbeguntoturndarkbythetimeMasterYkinkmadethis

announcement.



Then,everyoneleftthescene.

HeavenTowerwasthemostpowerfulchallengeinLeicomAcademy,andthereweretwentylevels.

Upuntilnow,noonehadbeenabletoreachthetopsuccessfully.EvenDeanSumeruhadbeenhaltedat

theeighteenthlevelwhilethefourgrandmastershadstoppedattheseventeenth.

Everyfloorhaddifferentchallengesfordifferentpeople,sonooneknewexactlywhatkindofchallenge

wouldbegivenbyHeavenTower.Hence,nooneknewhowtoevencheat.

Thatnight,GeraldwascalledtoSumeru’sbedroom.

“Dean,youwantedtoseeme?”

GeraldenteredtheroomrespectfullyasheaskedSumeru,whowasmeditatingonthemeditationdeck.

SumeruopenedhiseyesslowlyandlookedatGeraldwithasmileonhisface.

“Gerald,youdidwellthisafternoon.I’mverysatisfiedasyourteacher,butareyoupreparedforthe

challengetomorrowatHeavenTower?”

AfterpraisingGerald,thedeanaskedGeraldwithconcern.

“Dean,I’velistenedtoMasterYkinkintroduceHeavenTowerinasimpleway,butI’mcurious,whatkind

ofchallengesarethereinside?Pleaseteachmeaboutthis,teacher!”



GeraldinstantlyaskedDeanSumerucuriously.

“Hoho!”Sumeruchuckledlightly.

“HeavenTowerwascreatedbytheancientgodofAstralTravelerinLeicomAcademy.Afterthegodof

AstralTravelersteppedintothehumanworld,HeavenTowerbecamethemostsymbolicfeatureofthe

LeicomAcademy.EveryscholarwhoentersLeicomAcademyhastopassthechallengeofHeavenTower.

OnlythencantheybedeemedasstudentsofLeicomAcademy!”

“Aboutthechallengesinside,Ican’ttellyouanything.HeavenTowerisfascinating,andthechallengesit

offersvaryfrompersontoperson.You’llonlyknowwhenyougoinsideyourself!”

Sumerudidn’tanswerGerald’squestionandinsteadtoldhimthegeneralinformationaboutHeaven

Tower.

“Dean,IheardfromMasterYkinkthatyoustoppedattheeighteenthfloor,right?”

GeraldaskedSumerucarefully.

“That’sright.ItgetsharderasyouproceedfurtherupHeavenTower.ItwastensofyearsagowhenI

reachedtheeighteenthlevel.Fromthenonward,IneverwentintoHeavenToweranymore!”Dean

Sumerunoddedandanswered.

Sumeru’swordsmadeGeraldmoreandmorecuriousashetoldhimselfthathewouldsurpasstheoldin

thefutureasanewgeneration.

NowthatevenSumerucouldonlystopattheeighteenthlevelofHeavenTower,hehimselfhadto

surpassSumeruandreachthetopofHeavenTowertoprovehimself.



Iftheoldergenerationcouldn’tmakeit,itdidn’tnecessarilymeanthatthenewgenerationcouldn’tdo

itaswell.Afterall,timeswerealwayschanging.

Subsequently,SumerutookoutasachetfromhissleeveandpassedittoGerald.

“Dean,what’sthis?”

Geraldaskedcuriously.

“ThisisasachetIgotfromHeavenTowerbackthen,butIhaveneveropeneditbefore.Now,Iwantto

givethistoyou.MaybethiscanhelpyouwhenyouenterHeavenTower,butyoucanonlyopenanduse

itatthemostcriticalandurgentmoment.Youmustremembermywords!”SumeruremindedGerald

seriously.

“Yes.I’llkeepthatinmind,Dean!”

Geraldnoddedautomaticallyandpromisedhim.

Aftertheirchat,GeraldleftSumeru’sroom.

AfterGeraldhadlefttheroomforawhile,Sumeruwavedhisarm,andastarryskymapappearedright

infrontofhiseyesinstantly.

Thestarlightshonebrightlyonthemap,butonecouldn’tseeanythingbeneaththosestarlights.

“Messystarrymapanddiminishingstarlight—lookslikethecatastropheofLeicomContinentisboundto

arrivesoon!”



Sighingafterthrowingalastlookatthemap,Sumeru’sexpressionturnedcomplicatedandsad.

Butrightatthatmoment,abrightwhitestarlightappearedoutoftheblueinthestarrymap,shining

brightlyandeye-catchingly.“CoulditbethatGeraldwillbethesaintwhowillsaveourLeicom

Continent?!”

Uponseeingthestarlight,Sumerucouldn’thelpbutbecomeastonished.

***

Notlongafter,GeraldreturnedtotheSouthPavilion.

“BrotherGerald!”

Justashereachedthedoor,afamiliarvoicewasheardfrombehindhim.

TheownerofthatvoicewasnoneotherthanRayLeighton,themanwhohadfoughthimthisafternoon.

“BrotherRay,anythingyouneedatthislatehour?”

WhenhesawthatitwasRay,Geraldbecamepuzzledasheasked,notexpectingRaytocometofind

him.

“Hoho!BrotherGerald,I’mheretohaveacasualchat.Wouldyouliketohaveadrink?”

Raychuckledlightlyasheshookthebeerbottleinhishand.



Geraldsmiledunderstandinglyandnodded.“Sure.Comein,then!”

Afterthat,GeraldledRayinsidethepavilion.

Whentheyenteredthepavilion,Noriandthetwoothersweresittinginside.

“Gerald,you’reback!”

SeeingGeraldarrive,Noristoodupandgreetedhim.

“Hmm?Isn’tthisSeniorRay?”

WhentheysawRay,theyallbecamesurprised.

“Gooddaytoyouall!”

RaygreetedNoriandthetwopolitely.

Then,thefewpeoplesatdownastheydrankandchatted.

Beerwas,afterall,somethingtobondpeopletogetherandmakefriendswithoutmucheffort.Gerald

andthethreeweresoongoodfriendswithRay,andthefivewerehappytomeeteachotherasthey

talkedwhilelaughing,makingitseemasiftheyhadknowneachotherforalongtimealready.

Itwasonlyuntillateatnightbeforetheyfinallyfellasleepinthepavilion.



Thenextmorning,witharayofsunshineshiningintothepavilion,Geraldandthefourwokeup.

TodaywasthedayofHeavenTower’spracticetest,andallnewbiesofLeicomAcademyhadto

participateinthepracticetest.

Ofcourse,Geraldwastheonetobearthebrunt.

Asthedean’sselectedstudent,ofcourseGeraldhadtobetheonekickstartingthis.

At9.15am,allthetraineeshadgatheredbelowHeavenTower.

HeavenTowerstoodtallamongsttheclouds,strikingandelegant.

“TodayisthedaywherethenewtraineeswillenterHeavenTowerforthepracticetest.Everynewbie

hastoenterandacceptthetraining.Regardlessoftheresult,onlythosewhoacceptedthetrainingof

HeavenTowerwillbeworthyenoughtobestudentsofourLeicomAcademy!”

MasterYkinkwalkedoutandannouncedtothecrowdbeneath.

“Thedean’sselectedstudent,GeraldCrawford,willbethefirsttoenterHeavenTowerforthepractice

training!”

Afterreceivingtheinstruction,GeraldstoodupandwalkedtowardthedoorofHeavenTowertowait.

Atthatinstant,thedoorofHeavenToweropened,followedbyaloudnoise,thepitch-black

environmentinsidedisplayedtoeveryone.Noonecouldseewhatitlookedlikeinside.



Geralddidn’tsayanotherwordashetookasteptoenterHeavenTower.

FollowingGerald’sentrance,thetowerdoorwasshutinstantly.

Asthetower’sdoorswerelowered,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlookaround,attemptingtogatherhis

bearings.However,thepitchdarknessmadeitimpossibletoseeathing…

JustasGeraldwaswonderingwhattodonext,abeamoflightsuddenlyappearedfromthetower!With

howincreasinglybrightitwasgetting,thelight’sradiancewasreminiscentofaragingbonfire…

Regardless,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeamandonningwhiteclotheswalkedoutfromthelight…

Seeingthat,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“…Andyouare?”

“IamthegodofAstralTravelerintheLeicomContinent,andtheformthatyou’recurrentlyseeingisthe

finalprimordialspiritthatI’veleftbehindintheHeavenTower.Iwassummonedbyyourarrival!”

explainedtheprimordialspiritasitstaredatGerald.

“You’rethegodofAstralTraveler?Andwhatdoyoumeanmyarrivalsummonedyou?”repliedGerald,

stunnedbythesuddenturnofevents.Forone,hedefinitelyhadn’texpectedthepersonbeforehimto

bethelegendaryancientgodofAstralTraveler…

Chucklingwhenheheardthat,thegodofAstralTravelersimplyextendedhishand…beforesnappinghis

fingers.

Andjustlikethat,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofcountlessstars!Whileitwasmostprobablyjusta

manifestedillusion,ittrulyfeltlikehewascurrentlystandinginthemiddleofspace…

Apparentlynotdoneyet,thegodofAstralTravelerthenwavedhishand…Revealinganothersceneto



Gerald.Agreatlyunsettlingone…

Thecontinentwasinruins,completeshambles!Withcountlessbonesscatteredacrossthelandsandthe

skylayeredwithablanketofdarkclouds,Geraldfeltashiverrundownhisspinejustfromlookingatall

that…

‘Whatthehellhappenedhere…?’Geraldthoughttohimself.

Nowcuriousoutofhismind,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“What…onearthhappenedhere,godof

AstralTraveler…?’

Thesecondhisquestionended,anethereal‘whir’couldbeheard,promptingGeraldtolookatthe

sourceofthesound…andprojectedthere,wasthenumber,‘threehundred’.

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldbeganwondering,‘Threehundred?Whatdoesthatsignify?Isitasecret

codeofsomesort…?’

Afteraslightpause,thegodofAstralTravelerthenreplied,“…This…isthefateoftheworldinexactly

threehundreddays…”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldwasrightfullyshocked.Eyeswidenedandfilledwithincredulity,Geraldthen

asked,“…What?Theworld’sfallingintocompleteruinbythen?”

“Indeed.Onthethreehundredthday,Masrus,thedemonicgodwillberevived…Followingthat,he’ll

surelytakeovertheentireworld!Ifhe’sallowedtodothat,thennotonlywilltheLeicomContinentfall

underhisrule,butJaellatraandtheothercontinentswillsharethatfateaswell!”explainedthegodof

AstralTravelerinasolemntone.

ThoughGeraldfeltthattheclaimwassomewhatreminiscentofsomelegendaryfairytale,heknewthat

thegodofAstralTraveler—ofallpeople—wouldn’tlietohim.Withthatinmind,thatmeantthatthe



world’sfatewastrulylookinggrim…

“…Isee.GodofAstralTraveler,I’massumingyou’reshowingmeallthisforareason.CoulditbethatI’m

capableofpreventingallthissuffering?”askedGerald.

Afterall,theGodofAstralTowersurelywouldn’thaveshownhimallthiswithoutaproperreason.

Couldhebesomeprophesiedsaviorforthenewgeneration…?

“Yourassumptioniscorrect.OnlyyouhavethepowertogoagainstMasrus,andshouldyousucceed,

you’llsurelybecomethesavioroftheworld!”repliedthegodofAstraTravelerashegaveGeralda

determinedlook.

Utterlyshockedbythissuddenrevelation,Geraldcouldonlythink,‘…But…WhywasIchosentobethe

savioroutoftheblue…?’Hesimplyfounditweirdhowtheworld’sfatesuddenlyconcernedhim.

“…Alright,but…Whyme?”askedGerald.

“It’sbecausethereexistsanancientwillhiddenwithinyourbody.Ifyoumanagetoproperlydevelop

thatwill,thenyou’llsurelybeabletoresistMasrus!Withthatinmind,youtrulyaretheworld’sfinal

hope!”explainedthegodofAstralTravelerinapatienttone.

Seeingtherelevanceofhiswords,Geraldthenreplied,“…AndhowdoIdevelopthatwill?”

Hearingthat,thegodofAstralTravelerthencuppedhishandstogether,causingascrollofsortsto

materializethereshortlyafter…

Afterbeinghandedthescroll,Geraldnoticedthattherewasaslotofsortsonit.Itwasquiteapparent

thatsomethingneededtobefittedinsideittoopenthescroll…



“ThatthereistheScrollofStars…Inordertounlockitssecrets,you’llfirsthavetoobtainanitemknown

astheScintillatingGem.Whileyou’llbeabletobegindevelopingthewillinyourbodyafteryouopen

thescroll,knowthatnobody’severbeenabletoobtainorevenlocatethegemfromthedayitcame

intoexistence!”explainedthegodofAstralTravelerashelookedatGeraldwithaseriousgaze.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlookatthescrollforalittlelongerbeforestoringitwithin

hisstoragering.

Withthatdone,GeraldthenturnedtofacethegodofAstralTravelerbeforeasking,“…Well,thataside,

whatexactlyisthetrialoftheHeavenTower?”

‘Icametoparticipateinatrial,no?WhodoInowfeellikeI’mheretoreceiveamissioninstead?’Gerald

thoughttohimself.

“IestablishedthetrialsofHeavenToweronlyasafront.Mygoalhadalwaysbeentoawaitthearrivalof

thedestinedindividual,andyou’vefinallycometoday.Withthatinmind,younaturallydon’thavetogo

throughthetrial.Afterall,allthetrialshereareuselessforyou.Timeisoftheessence,soI’llbesending

youtothetopofthetowerimmediately!”repliedthegodofAstralTraveler.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldonlyraiseaslightbrowasheboundedupthetowerwithextremespeed…

Secondslater,someonefromtheoutsidecouldsuddenlybeheardshouting,“…H-hey!Lookupthere!

Thetopofthetowerisshining!”

Realizingthatwhatthepersonhadsaidwastrue,Sumeruandthefourgreatmastersinstantly

expressedgreatshock.Afterall,thelight—thateveryonewasnowseeing—wouldonlybeginshining

whensomeonemanagedtoreachthetopofthetower…Withthatinmind,Geraldmusthavebeenable

toachievethat!Howunexpected!

Eversincethetrialswereestablishedhundredsofyearsago,nobodyhadbeenabletofullyscalethe

tower…Untiltoday.



MovingbacktoGerald,uponarrivingatthetopofthetower,Geraldwasgreetedbythesightofasword

thatwasemittingawhitelight.

Walkingclosertothesword,Geraldwatchedasitinstantlybeganquiveringinplace.Inasense,italmost

seemedlikeitwasbehavingthatwayduetosometelepathiclinkithadwithGerald…

Beforehecouldgettooclose,thegodofAstralTravelerappearedbeforeGeraldagainbeforesaying,

“ThatthereistheAstrabyssSword,andit’llfunctionasyourspecialweaponfromtodayonward.Beside

it,isabookthatcontainsalltheskillsyoucanperformwiththesword.Ihopeyou’lluseitwiselyand

masteralltheAstrabyss’sskills.Ifyoudo,you’lldefinitelygetmuchstronger!”

Thatwasneedlesstosay,ofcourse,soGeraldsimplynoddedbeforecontinuingtowalktowardthe

sword.

Nowbeforethesword,GeraldheardasthegodofAstralTravelershouted,“Outstretchyourhandand

pullitout!”

MomentarilystunnedbyhowcommandingthegodofAstralTravelersuddenlywas,Geraldquickly

shookoutofitbeforefirmlygraspingthesword’shilt…Onlytoinstantlyfeelaslightpainonhispalm!

UnbeknownsttoGerald,theswordhadcausedatinycuttoformonhispalm,resultinginasingledrop

ofhisbloodcomingintocontactwiththesword’shilt…

Thesecondthathappened,theAstrabyssSwordimmediatelyemittedanetherealring…

Releasingthehiltandtakingastepback,Geraldthenwatchedastheswordquicklybeganflailingwildly!

ItonlytooktheAstrabyssafewsecondstobreakfromitsrestraints,andtheseconditwasfreed,it



instantlyflewintoGerald’shand!

Instinctivelyholdingontothesword’shilttightly,Geraldimmediatelybeganfeelingastrongforce

surgingintohiselixir-of-lifefieldfromhispalm…Thisfeeling…

Hewasabouttomakeabreakthrough!

Feelingtheimmensepowercontinuesurgingintohiselixir-of-lifefield,Geraldquicklysatonthefloor

andbeganmeditating.Withhiseyesnowclosed,Geraldactivelyattemptedtotametheimmensepower

inhisbody…

Tohisdismay,hewasn’tabletodoit!

Momentarilyfeelinganxious,anideasuddenlycametoGeraldashethought,‘Wait,don’tIhaveplenty

ofHeaven’sapples?’

Quicklyretrievingonefromhisstoragering,Geraldthenbitintoit.

Thesecondhedid,hisentirebodyinstantlyfeltcoolandrefreshed!Asforthesurgingpowerfrom

earlier,itwasnolongerpulsingwildlythroughhim…

Inotherwords,GeraldhadsuccessfullybreachedtheNinth-soul-rankoftheSageRealm!Hewasnow

finallyatthefirstrankoftheAvatarRealm!

Withhisbodynowbrimmingwithpower,Geraldcouldtellthathewasmuch,muchstrongerthan

before.

“CongratulationsforbreachingintotheAvatarRealm,Gerald.YounowpossessthepowertoenterGod

Transformationmode,astatewhereyoumomentarilygrowinhumanlystrong!Evenso,you’llonlybe



abletouseitwhenfacingextremesituations.Consideritasalastresorttoremainalive!”explainedthe

godofAstralTraveler.

AsthegodofAstralTravelerhadsaid,GodTransformationwasaskillthatthosefromtheAvatarRealm

couldusetodefendthemselvesneardeath.Atextbookexampleofhowusefulthisabilitywas,wasby

usingGodTransformationtosuddenlygainamassiveboostinstrengthtohopefullyturnthetables

duringalosingbattle.

Ofcourse,therewereprosandconstoeverything.

WhilethepowerofGodTransformationwascertainlynothingtoscoffat,theuserwouldgofeeblefora

ratherlongtimeafterusingit.Withthatinmind,itwaswisetoonlyusethetacticasafinalresort.

“Iappreciatetheadvice,godofAstralTraveler.Regardless,Idefinitelywon’tdisappointyou!”replied

Geraldinagratuitoustoneashebowed.

SeeminglysatisfiedwithGerald’sresponseashelaughed,thegodofAstralTravelerthensaid,

“Remember,you’retheworld’sonlyhope!Usethenextthreehundreddayswisely!”

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,thegodofAstralTraveler’sprimordialspiritinstantlydisappeared.Now

thatitsfinalmissionhadbeenfulfilled,thegodofAstralTravelercouldfinallyrestinpeace…

Andjustlikethat,theburdenoftheworldhadbeenplacedonGerald’sshoulders,andhewastheonly

onewhoknewaboutit…

Shortlyafter,theHeavenTower’sentrancewasreopened,andeveryonewatchedasGeraldslowly

madehiswayout…

Bythispoint,hisaurawasimmenselypressuring,andmanyfromwithinthecrowdhadtoshieldtheir

eyesfromthewavesofdustthatrepelledthemselvesfromGerald!



Sumeruhimself—whowasseatedattheseatofhonor—couldonlyrevealasatisfiedsmilewhenhesaw

that.Geraldhaddefinitelysucceeded…

Whennooncame,GeraldcouldbeseenstandinginthemiddleofLeicomAcademy’slargehall.Naturally,

Sumeruwasonceagainseatedattheseatofhonorwhilethefourmajorgreatmasterssatattheside.

BeamingsubtlyashelookedatGerald,Sumerudeclared,“Congratulationsforbeingthefirstpersonto

everfullyscaleHeavenTower!Withthatinmind,I’msureyounowknowwhyallthetrialswereheld

thereinthefirstplace.”

“Ido,Master,andfourgreatmasters!Thisisabouttheeventthatwillbetakingplaceinthreehundred

days,correct?”repliedGeraldasheslowlylookedatallfiveofthem.

Hearingthat,thefourmastersthenturnedtolookatSumeruasthedeannoddedinresponse.

“So,youtrulydoknoweverythingnow…Isupposethatmeansthatyoureallyarethedestinedperson!

Withthatinmind,areyoureadytoholdthatresponsibility,Gerald?”askedSumeruashestaredclosely

atGerald.

“Iam!Aftersomethought,IfeelthatlocatingtheScintillatingGemshouldbeprioritized!”replied

Geraldinaresolutetone.

Hewasplacingpriorityonthegemsincewithit,hewouldbeabletoopentheScrollofStars.Following

that,Geraldwouldhopefullybeabletoquicklydevelopthehiddenwillinhisbodyinordertostanda

chanceagainstMasruswhenthedemonicgodappearedthreehundreddayslater.

“Whileyou’refreetodothingsinwhicheverorderyouplease,pleaserememberthattheclockis

constantlyticking.Ifyoucan’tlocatethegembythetimethethreehundreddaysareup,theonlything

thatawaitsourworldisruin!”repliedSumeruwithoutmincinganywords.



“Iunderstand,master!Also,inordertohastenthesearch,I’mthinkingofbandingtogetherasmallteam!

Whatdoyouthinkofthat,master?”askedGerald.

Gerald,forone,feltthatdoingthingsonhisownagainwouldsurelymakehimfeellonely.Withthatin

mind,GeraldwasplanningtobringNoriandthefourothersalonginsearchoftheScintillatingGem.

“Iseenoissuewiththat.Goonaheadandselectthemembersyouseefittobepartofyourteam!”

repliedSumeru.

Hearingthat,GeraldthenbadefarewelltoSumeruandthefourgreatmastersbeforeleavingthelarge

halltobeginmakinghispreparations.

OncetheyweresurethatGeraldhadleft,Jizocouldn’thelpbutlookratherworriedlyatSumeruashe

asked,“…Doyoureallythinkhe’llbeabletodoit,dean?”

Withthefateoftheworldonhisshoulders,Geraldwasmostprobablyfeelingimmensepressureatthe

moment…

“…Wesimplyhavetobelieveinhimandgivehimallthesupportheneeds.Otherwise,theworldwill

surelyendinruin!”repliedSumeruinafirmtonewithoutgivingJizoadirectanswer.Evenso,whathe

meantwasclearasday.

Withthat,allfourofthemajorgreatmastersnoddedinunderstanding,promptingnofurtherquestions

tobeasked…

Sometimelater,GeraldreturnedtotheSouthpavilion.Uponentering,hesawthatNoriandtheother

threewererestinginsidewhilechattingamongthemselves.



UponrealizingthatGeraldhadreturned,thefourofthemimmediatelysmiledathimbeforepraising,

“You’rejustwaytoopowerful,Gerald!Tothinkthatyou’dactuallybeabletogettotheverytopofthe

tower!Becauseofthatfeat,you’renowimmenselyfamouswithintheacademy,andmanyarenow

lookinguptoyou!”

Despitehearingthat,Geraldreallycouldn’tbebotheredaboutsuchtrivialfame.Afterall,therewere

muchmoreimportantaffairstodealwithatthemoment.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenstoodbeforethefourpeopleandstraightenedhisbackbeforesaying,

“Alright,puttingallthataside…PleaselistencarefullytowhatI’mabouttosaynext.I’llbeleavingthe

academyassoonaspossibletostartlocatinganitemcalledtheScintillatingGem.Withthatinmind,I

waswonderingifallofyouwouldbewillingtocomewithmeandhelplookforthegem.Don’tworry,

I’vealreadygainedthedeanandthefourmajorgreatmasters’permission.Whatdoyousay?”

Hearingthat,Noriandtheothersweremomentarilystunned.Afterall,itwasalottotakein.

Afterashortwhile,Zeligsnappedoutofitbeforeaskinginaslightlypuzzledtone,“The…Scintillating

Gem?Whatexactlyisthat…?Andwhydoweneedtoleavetheacademyallofasuddentolookforit?”

“I’mafraidIcan’tsharethedetailswithyoujustyet.However,I’lldefinitelydosooneday.Regardless,

myquestionremains.Areyouwillingtojoinmeinmysearch?Donotethatwemaybefacingalotof

troublesanddangersthroughoutthejourney,soifyou’rereluctant,IunderstandandIwon’ttrytoforce

youtocomealong.I’mcompletelyfinewithgoingalone!”repliedGeraldasheretainedhisseriousgaze.

Withhowseriousthisaffairwas,Geraldwasn’tevenplanningtomakeajoketolightenupthemood.

SeeingthatGeraldmeantbusiness,Noriandtheothersfoundthemselvesmomentarilyexchanging

glanceswitheachother……I’mwillingtojoinyourteam,Gerald!I’llfollowyouwhereveryougo!”

declaredNoriafterabriefmoment’sthought.

“Countmeinaswell,Mr.Crawford!”



“We’reallwillingtobepartofthis!”

SeeingthatNorihadtakenherstand,Zelig,Cyril,andRayfelttheurgetodothesame.

Uponhearingtheirenthusiasticreplies,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeeltouched.

Inallhonesty,hehadalreadyfactoredinthechancethatnoneofthemwouldgowithhim.Afterall,the

fourpeopleweren’tevenlong-timeacquaintancesofhis.Withthatinmind,Geraldknewthatitwas

alreadyaskingalotforthemtorisktheirlivesjusttohelphim.

Nowthatallofthemwereagreeingwithoutsomuchasasecondthought,however,itshowedGerald

thattheytrulysawhimasafriend.Infact,italsodisplayedhowmuchtheytrustedinhim.

“…Thankyou…Allofyou.WhileI’dliketohaveasentimentalmoment,theresimplyisn’tanytimeto

waste.Withthatsaid,dohurryandstartpackingup!Weleaveintwohours!”declaredGerald.

Sincetimewasoftheessence,thefastertheypackeduptheiressentialsandheadedout,thesooner

theycouldhopefullylocatetheScintillatingGem.

Whilethreehundreddaysmayhavesoundedalot,Geraldwaswellawarethatthedaystheywould

spendsearchingforthegemwouldcomeandgoextremelyquickly.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthathedidn’t

evenhaveanycluesastowherethegemcouldbe.Withthatinmind,thefastertheyacted,thehigher

thechancesofthemactuallysucceedinginfindingthegemintime…

Regardless,afterhearingGerald’sorder,allfourofthemhurriedofftodoastheyweretold.

Thankfully,exactlytwohourslater,allfourofthemregroupedwithGerald,fullyprepared.



Followingthat,thefivepeoplemadesuretobidgoodbyetoSumeruandthefourmajorgreatmasters

beforefinallyleavingtheLeicomAcademy.

Immediatelyafterleavingtheacademy,Geraldandtheothersmadesuretostockuponfoodanddrinks.

Notknowinghowlongtheirjourneywasgoingtotake,themorepreparationstheymade,thebetter.

Oncetheygoteverythingrelevantthattheycouldthinkof,theirhuntforthegemofficiallybegan.

“…Speakingofwhich,whereareweheadedtofirst…?”askedNori.

SinceGeraldhadn’teventoldthemwheretobeginlooking,thefourofthemwerefeelingrightfully

curious.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldopenedupthemapandbeganinspectingit.Ittookhimawhile,buthe

eventuallypointedatanareaonthemapbeforedeclaring,“We’regoingtostartlookinghere!The

SouthWastelands!”

TheSouthWastelandswasadesolatearealocatedsouthoftheLeicomContinent.Literallynobody

inhabitedthatplace,andfewdaredtoventurethere…

However,sinceGeraldhadmadehischoice,Noriandtheotherssimplyagreed.Withthelocation

settled,allfiveofthemimmediatelysetofffortheSouthWastelands…

Ittookthemhalfaday,buttheyeventuallyarrivedattheborderoftheSouthWastelandsbyevening.

UponleavingtheLeicomContinent,thefivefoundthattheplacewasasdesolateastherumorshad

claimed.Nobuildingsandnotevenasinglesoul…Thefactthateveningwasquicklyturningtonight

definitelyamplifiedthecreepinessofthearea.



Evenso,thefivesimplycontinuedwalkingon.Afterall,Geraldwasn’tafraidofsuchthings.

AfterwalkingforawhilewithintheSouthWastelands,thegroupcameacrossaloesswallanddecided

thatitwashightimeforthemtotakeatemporaryrest.

Bythatpoint,itwascompletelydark…Alittletoodark…

Raisingabrow,Noriturnedtolookatthemooninthesky…Onlytohaveajawdrop.

“….H-hey!Lookatthemoon!ItsshinestopsrightattheborderoftheLeicomContinent!Themoon’s

rayscan’treachushereatall!”shoutedNoriasshepointedatthebrightmooninthedistance.

Realizingthatwhatshehadsaidwastrue,theothergroupmembersinstantlyfoundthatfacttobe

rathermysteriousandstrange…TheSouthWastelandstrulywasanextraordinaryplace…Tothinkthat

themoon’sshinecouldn’tgetinhere!Howutterlyperplexing!Evenso,itwasn’tasthoughtheycould

doanythingaboutit.

Withthatinmind,Geraldandtheotherscouldonlycontinuesittingthereastheystaredatthebright

andbeautifulmoon…

Sometimelater,Raywasscanningthroughtheareawhenhesuddenlyshouted,“…Mr.Crawford,come

quick!There’ssomekindofstonetablethere!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandtheotherthreeimmediatelyranovertowhereRaywas.Truetohis

words,allofthemnowsawanerectstonetabletbeforethem…

Wipingthethicklayerofdustoffthetabletwithhishand,Geraldnoticedthatafewwordshadbeen

carvedontoit.



Squintinghiseyestogetacloserlook,Geraldthendeclared,“TheSouthBeastoftheWastelands!”

ImmediatelyafterGeraldreadthatout,anangeredandear-piercingroarcouldsuddenlybeheard

comingfromabovethem!Astheroarcontinuedresonatingacrossthebarrenwastelands,anexplosive

soundwasheard!

Followingthat,everyonecouldonlywatchwide-eyedasamassiveblackfigureleapedoutofthestone

tablet!

Uponlandingrightbeforethefiveindividuals,thecreature’sinhumanlystronglandingcausedthe

groundaroundthemtoquiversomuchthatitwasdifficulttoevenmaintaintheirbalance!What

terrifyingstrength!

“W-whatthehellisthatthing…?”stutteredNoriasshelookedatGeraldslightlyfearfully.

“…Iguessthat’sourSouthBeast!”repliedGeraldashestaredatthehumongousfigurethatsomewhat

resembledalion.

Tothinkthatsimplyreadingthetextonthetabletwouldsummonit!Judgingfromhowangryitseemed,

theymusthaveawokenitfromitsnap!

“D*mnit,weneedaproperlightsource!Wecan’tevenseeitproperlynow!”grumbledZeligashe

frowned.Sincethemoon’srayswereunabletopierceintoSouthWastelands,theirvisionwasseverely

limitedtoonlyafewfeetinfrontofthem!

“Don’tworry,Ihaveasolution!”repliedGeraldashesummonedhistalismanpaperandbrushfromhis

storagering.

Afterswiftlypaintingatalisman,hethentosseditintotheair,promptingthetalismanstoburstintoa

hugeballoffire!



Underthenewlyilluminatedlightsource,everyonecouldnowseethebeastbeforetheminfulldetail.

Withahuge,goldenmane,themassivemalelion’sopenjawsexposeditsextremelysharpteethforall

tosee.Fuminginanger,thelioncontinuedglaringwithitsrage-filledeyesatallfiveofthem…Thoughit

didn’tappeartobeinanattackingstance.

Findingthatfacttobeslightlypuzzling,Zeligwaspromptedtoask,“…Why…isn’titattackingus…?”

Toeveryone’sdismay,thesecondhesaidthat,thelioninstantlybeganrushingtowardthem!

“Youandyourbigmouth!”grumbledCyril.

“Allofyou,hurryandrun!I’lldealwithit!”OrderedGeraldasheboltedtowardthelionwithlightning

speed.

ContinuingtoroarasitchargedstraightforGerald,thelionthenleaped,clearlytryingtoslamitsweight

downontheincomingyouth!

Naturally,Geraldwasn’tabouttograntitthatopportunity!

Slidingrightunderthelion,Geraldexpertlystruckthebeast’sbellywithhispalm,instantlystunningit

andsendingtheoversizedlionflying!

Watchingasitsoaredquiteadistanceaway,Geraldhadalreadysummarizedthatthoughthelionwas

massive,itwasboggeddownbyitsweight.Withthatinmind,therewasnowayitwasevergoingtobe

abletomatchGerald’sspeed.

Regardless,Geraldwasn’tparticularlytryingtoendthelion’slife.Onthecontrary,hewasthinkingof

tamingit.Afterall,Geraldwascertainlynotagainsttheideaofhavingsuchalargelionunderhiscontrol.



Movingbacktothelion,thesecondithittheground,itendeduprollingafewtimesbeforefinally

comingtoastop.Shakingitsbodyasitcrawledbacktoitsfeet,itthenturnedtofaceGerald,glaringand

growlingfiercelyathim.

Thoughitwasabeast,itwasn’tstupid.Itwaswellawarethatitwasn’tgoingtobeabletotakeon

Gerald,whichwaswhyitwasrefrainingfromrashlyattackinghimagain.

Seeingthat,Geraldthentookafewstepsforwardbeforepointingatthelionandshouting,“Youhave

twochoices.Thefirstistocomealongwithmeandobedientlyallowmetobeyourmaster.Ifyourefuse,

theonlyotherchoiceyouhaveistogetkilled,cooked,theneaten!Justsoyouknow,I’venevertasted

lionbefore,andI’mquitekeenontrying!Regardless,stateyourchoice!”

Beingadivinebeast,thesupernaturallioncouldnaturallyunderstandhumanspeech.Withthatinmind,

uponhearingGerald’sproposal,thelionappearedtocalmdownabit,seeminglyfallingdeepinto

thought…

Afterabriefmoment,thelionemittedalowgrowl.

“Areyouserious?You’drathergeteatenthanbeundermycontrol?Surelyyouaren’tstupidenoughto

believethatyoucanevencomeclosetodefeatingme!”tauntedGeraldashesnortedcontemptuously

atthelion’sbehavior.

Quitefrankly,ifhehadwantedtoendthelion’slife,Geraldcould’vedonesoextremelyeasily.Giving

thelionachoicetobeunderhimwasalreadyGerald’swayofshowingmercy.

Still,ifthelionwasgoingtocontinuebeingstubborn,Geraldtrulysawnoreasontokeepitalive.He

wouldratherjustdealwithitdecisively.

Eitherway,inresponse,thelionsimplysassilylayonitsbellybeforeturningtolooktothesidewitha

grunt,completelyrefusingtoevenlookatGerald.Howarrogant!



“Aww…DidIpissofftheprincess?”scoffedGerald,seeinghowchildishlythelionwasbehaving.

Allofasudden,somethingflewoutfromGerald’sdirectionbeforelandingrightinfrontofthelion!

Uponseeingit,thelioninstantlywhimperedasitgottoitsfeetandlowereditsheadbeforethetiny

figure…

Ofcourse,thefigureinquestionwasnoneotherthanthesmallgreendragon!

Nowappearingtobemuchtamer,itwasevidentthatthelionwasfeelingintimidatedbythetinydragon.

Tothinkthattheaggressivebeastwouldbethisterrifiedofamerebaby!Itwasshockingtothegroupof

five,tosaytheleast.Whowould’veguessedthatthetinygreendragonwouldactuallybepowerful

enoughtoscarethatlargelion!

“Thatdragonmusthaveanimmenselyprestigiousidentity!Afterall,it’sabletointimidatethatlion

despitebeingsotiny!”saidRayashewalkedtowardGerald’sside.

Followingthat,theywatchedasthedragonletoutatinycrybeforeflyingbacktoGerald,staringathim

whileswayingitsbody.Realizingthatitwastryingtoaskhimforsomething,Geraldeasilyputtwoand

twotogether.

Shakinghishead,Geraldcouldonlysayinresignation,“Igetit,youwantaHeaven’sapple,don’tyou?

Fine,I’llgiveonetoyou!”

Withthat,GeraldretrievedasingleHeaven’sapplefromhisstorageringbeforehandingittothedragon.

However,thedragondidn’tappeartobecontentwithonlyasingleapple.Swayingitsbodyevenmore,

thedragonthencontinuallyalternateditsgazebetweenGeraldandthelion.



UnderstandingthatthedragonwantedhimtogivethelionaHeaven’sappleaswell,Geraldwasslightly

hesitant.Evenso,hehadcometoadorethebabydragon.Withthatinmind,intheend,hecouldn’thelp

buthandasecondappletoit.

Satisfied,thesmalldragon—thatwasholdingthetwoappleswithinitsjaws—thenquicklyflewoverto

thelion.Afterplacinganapplerightbeforethelion,thedragonthenswalloweditsownapplewitha

singlegulp.

Seeingthat,thelionraisedabrowbeforealternatingitsgazebetweenGeraldandtheappleinfrontofit.

Uponconfirmingthatnothingwasamiss,thelionquicklyswallowedtheapplewhole,seeminglyworried

thatsomeonewouldstealtheapplefromit.

Theseconditatetheapple,thelioninstantlyappearedmuchhappier.Asidefromitstemperament

clearlybecomingmuchgentler,thelionalsobeganshrinkingtoaboutthesamesizeasGeraldandthe

others.

Followingthat,thelionthenwalkeduptoGeraldbeforelyingdownandrubbingitscheekagainsthisleg.

Itwasevidentthatthiswasitswayofshowingitssubmissiontohim.

“SoIcould’vebribedyouoverwithjustasingleHeaven’sapple?IfIhadknown,Iwouldn’thavewasted

myenergytryingtofightyouinthefirstplace!”saidGeraldwithachuckleseeinghowdifferentlythe

lionwasnowbehavingtowardhim.

Still,nowthatthelionwasobedienttohim,itmeantthathehadanewpettotakecareof.Withthatin

mind,GeraldthentookanothertwoHeaven’sapplesouttofeedhispets.

ItwasatthatmomentwhenherememberedhowpreciousHeaven’sappleswere.Itpainedhimslightly

toknowthathewasgoingtoloseevenmoreapplesatafasterratenow.

Geraldcouldonlyhopethattheliondidn’tneedtoeatasmanyHeaven’sapplesasthebabydragondid.

Ifthatwasn’tthecase,thenhisapplesupplywouldsurelydepletetonothingsoonenough…



“IfImay,waswhatyoujustfedthelionthelegendaryHeaven’sapple,Mr.Crawford?”askedRayashe

lookedatGeraldinsurprise.

RayhadheardaboutthelegendaryHeaven’sappleforalongtimenow,anditcertainlyhadn’toccurred

tohimthatGeraldwouldactuallypossesstheholyfruit.Truthbetold,itmadehimjealousthatGerald

hadaccesstosuchresources.

Regardless,Geraldsimplysmiledinresponseashereplied,“Bingo!”

NowthattheyknewabouthisstashofHeaven’sapples,Geraldfelttheneedtosharethemamonghis

companions.Withthat,heretrievedfourmoreapplesandhandedthemtoNoriandtheothers.

“Goon,haveoneeach!Withanyluck,yourstrengthcouldimproveafteringestingthem!”addedGerald.

Sincethefourofthemwerenowgoodfriendsofhisandtheywereevenwillingtofollowhiminhis

searchfortheScintillatingGem,Geraldfeltthatitwasonlyrightforthemtoberewardedwiththe

Heaven’sapples.

UponseeingGerald’sgenerosity,thedelightedfourquicklytookanappleeachandbeganmunching

downonthem.

Afterconsumingthem,thegroupoffourinstantlymadebreakthroughsintheirstrength!

ZeligfinallymanagedtoentertheSageRealmwhileNoriwasabletoentertheSecond-soul-rankofthe

Sagerealm.CyrilhimselflandedintheFourth-soul-rankoftheSagerealmwhileRayenteredtheSage

realm’sEight-soul-rank…Regardless,afterthelionwastamed,therestofthenightwasratherquietand

uneventful.Withthatinmind,Geraldandthefourotherswerewell-restedbythetimemorningcame.



SincetheSouthWastelandswasn’texactlyanareaonecouldcallsafe,thegroupoffivedecidedtoset

offasearlyaspossible.Naturally,Geraldmadesuretoopenthemapfirsttofindoutwheretheywere

headednextbeforeactuallystartingtheirjourney.

Shortlyafter,hedeclaredthattheywereheadedtoDragonbloodCitynext.Withanyluck,they’dbeable

tofindthegemthere…

ThereweremanyrumorssurroundingtheancientDragonbloodCity,themostfamousonebeingabout

theexistenceofanancientBloodDragonwithinthecity’sgrounds.Withinsaiddragon,wassupposedly

anobjectknownastheDragonbloodBall,andwhoevermanagedtoobtaintheitemwassaidtobeable

togainthepowersoftheBloodDragon.

Whilethetalewascertainlycompelling,Geraldwasn’tgoingthereinsearchoftheDragonbloodBall.He

wasstrictlygoingaftertheScintillatingGem,whichwaswhyheshowedlittleinterestinobtainingthe

DragonbloodBall.

Eitherway,GeraldandhisgroupoffriendsfinallyarrivedatDragonbloodCityafterwalkingtheentire

morning.

However,justastheywereenteringthecity’sgrounds,thegroupoffivewatchedasseveralaggressive-

lookingpeoplebeganridingtheirhorsespastthecity’sgates!Haditnotbeenfortheirquickreactions,

they’dsurelyhaveendedupgettingtrampledbythosehorses!

Staringattheriders,eachofthemseemedtohaveimmenselymurderousauraswhichonlyservedto

amplifyhowdemonicthosepeoplewere.Whileterrifying,itcertainlysetupthepremisethatthey

weren’tordinarypeoplewhocouldbetrifledwith.

Regardless,thefactthattheyhadjustbarelyavoidedgettinghurtpromptedZeligtoscowl,“Whothe

hellwerethosebrutes?!”

Uponhearingthatquestion,Rayinstantlyreplied,“They’refromtheHulkeroicUnion!”



AseveryoneturnedtolookatRay—unsurehowheevenknewaboutsuchagroup—Geraldcouldn’t

helpbutask,“TheHulkeroicUnion…?”

UnderstandingthatGeraldandtheotherswouldn’tknowabouttheHulkeroicUnionsincetheywere

newtotheLeicomContinent,Raythenexplained,“They’reapowerfulforcewithinDragonbloodCity…”

“…Isee.Callitagutfeeling,butIfeelliketheyaren’tverynicepeople!”repliedGeraldinadecisivetone.

Reisimplyshruggedwithoutsayinganotherword,hissilenceaclearsignthatwhatGeraldhadstated

wasright.

Trueenough,theHulkeroicUnionwasinfamousfordoingallkindsofoutrageousandlawbreaking

activitieswithinDragonbloodCity.Thefactthattheforcewassostrongonlyservedtomakeits

membersmoreviolentduringtheirrampantactsofsavagery.

Withthatinmind,localsofthecityknewthatitwasbesttojuststayawayfromthem.Afterall,

offendingthemwouldonlybringunnecessarytroubletothemselves…

Eitherway,thegroupthencontinuedstrollingaroundDragonbloodCity.Thecity,forone,wasvastly

differentcomparedtotheareaaroundLeicomAcademy…

Astheywerewalkingon,thegroupsuddenlyheardawomanscreaming!

Afterexchangingglanceswitheachother,allfiveofthemthenhurriedovertothesourceofthesound…

Bythetimetheygotthere,theywitnessedfourmendraggingayoungwomanintoanalleyway!Someof

themhadevenbeguntearingherclothesoff!Tothinkthatsuchheinousactivitieswouldoccur,evenin

broaddaylight!



Duringtimeslikethese,someoneneededtoplaytheroleofawhiteknight.Thankfullyenough,Gerald

wasbestatdoingthat.

Withthat,thegroupimmediatelychargedintothealleywaytogether…

Bythetimetheygottothemouthofthealley,thegroupwasjustintimetoseethefourmenshredding

thewoman’sclothestobits!Whatsavages!

Witnessingthat,everyonewasinstantlyinfuriated!

Geraldhatedsuchpeoplewithapassion,andhecouldn’thelpbutpointattheassailantsbeforeroaring,

“Ceasethatatonce!”

UponhearingGerald’sshouts,themensimplyraisedtheirbrowsastheyturnedtoglareattheyouth.

“Scram,youmeddlesomebrat!Thisdoesn’tconcernyou!”scowledoneofthemen.

“YoubetterdoashesaysorI’llendyouwithasingleslice!”growledanotherasheunsheathedhislong

swordtoscareGeraldandhispartymembersaway.

“Youb*stardsaredoingsuchheinouscrimesagainstthiswomaninbroaddaylight!It’dbeasintonot

takecareofscumlikeyou!”retortedGerald,hisexpressioncontortedbyhisfury.

“What’sthat?Idon’tthinkyouknowwhoyou’redealingwith,kid!We’refromtheHulkeroicUnion,you

know?!Offendusanymoreandyouwon’tbeleavingthiscityalive!”scoffedthemanwieldingthesword.

Sneeringinresponse,Geraldsimplyrebuked,“Whoyouaredoesn’tmattertome!I’monlygoingto



warnyouoncesolistenup!Ifyouknowwhat’sbestforyou,releasethatwoman!Otherwise,don’t

blamemeforyourdeaths!”

SeeinghowunafraidanddaringGeraldwas,thefourassailantsweregreatlyinfuriated.Tothinkthatthis

youngmanwouldactuallydaretothreatenthem!Hewasn’tevenintimidatedbythefactthattheywere

partoftheHulkeroicUnion!

“D*mnthisrudekid!Fine,ifyouwanttodiesomuch,beourguest!”roaredanothermanfromthat

groupastheotherthreedrewtheirlongswordsaswell!

AsthegroupoffourchargedstraightforGerald’sgroup,Geraldcalmlyturnedtofacehisownparty

beforeinstructing,“Don’tmoveamuscle.I’mdealingwiththempersonally!”

Hispartynaturallydidn’thaveanyobjectionstothat.Afterall,theyeachknewhowstronghewas.The

opposingpartywasgoingtobeapieceofcakeforhim.

Followingthat,NoriandtheotherswereabletocatchamomentaryglimpseofhowfrigidGerald’sgaze

becameasheturnedbacktofacetheincomingattackers.

Notevenmakingamoveuntiltheywereinchesawayfromhim,Geraldsimplywaitedpatientlyforthem

toswingtheirswords…Butwhentheirbladescamedown,Geraldwasnolongerbeforethem!

Utterlyshockedbythat,theywerejustabouttostartlookingforhimwhenGeraldsuddenlyreappeared

behindthem!However,thistime,Geraldalreadyhadhisaurabladedrawn!

Withaswiftswipe,therewasmomentarysilence…andthenextthingeveryoneknew,bloodwas

alreadygushingoutofthefourassailants’exposednecks!

Withasinglemove,Geraldhaddecapitatedallfourofthemwithbarelyanyeffortneeded.SinceGerald

hadalreadyenteredtheAvatarRealm,therewassimplytoolargeagapbetweentheirstrengthlevels…



Regardless,nowthatthescumwasdealtwith,Geraldwalkedovertotheyoungwomanbeforehelping

herup.Retrievingacoatfromhisstoragering,hethenplaceditonher.

NowfeelingmuchwarmerandpleasedwithhowconsiderateGeraldwasbeing,thewomanwas

compelledtodeclare,“T-thankyou,mybenefactor…!I…Idon’thavemuchtooffer,butI’mwillingto

followyoutilltheendsoftheearth!”

Uponhearingthatshewaswillingtobeunderhim,Geraldsimplyrevealedagentlesmilebefore

replying,“There’snoneedforallthat.Ifyoureallywishtothankme,thenbemorecarefulfromnowon.

Also,takethesegoldcoins.Makesureyouleavethisplacesafelywiththem!”

Aftersayingthat,Geraldthentookahandfulofgoldcoinsfromhisstorageringbeforehandingthemto

thewoman.Oncethatwassaid,Gerladandtheothersthenturnedtoleave…

Staringastheyslowlywalkedoffinthedistance,itwasquiteawhilelaterbeforethewomanclutched

thegoldcoinsinherhandsbeforeleavingaswell.

Fastforwardtoevening,Geraldandtheothershadmanagedtofindasuitablehoteltostaythenightin.

Sinceallfiveofthemweregoingtosharearoomtonight,everyonebeganrelaxingoncetheyweredone

unpacking.

Afterashortwhile,Ray—whowassittingononeofthebedsbythispoint—couldn’thelpbutsay,

“…Honestly,Mr.Crawford,IthinkweshouldleaveDragonbloodCityassoonaspossible.Afterall,the

HulkeroicUnionisdefinitelycomingafterourheadsafterwhatwe’vedone!”

SincetheHulkeroicUnionwassopowerfulinDragonbloodCity,itwasonlynaturalthattheywould

quicklyrealizethatfouroftheirdiscipleshadbeenslaughtered,anditwasexactlybecauseofthatthat

Raywassoworried.



Understandingthatitwouldbedisadvantageousforthemtolingertoolongwithinenemyterritory,

Geraldthennoddedashereplied,“Iseeyourpoint.We’lljuststayhereforthenightandleavethecity

earlytomorrowmorningthen!”

Geraldhimselfdidn’twanttowastetoomuchtimeandenergyontheHulkeroicUnion.Afterall,getting

entangledwiththatgroupwouldcertainlydelayhisimportantmission.Withthatinmind,thesooner

theyleftthisplace,thebettertheirchancesofavoidingtrouble.

Atthatmoment,theshatteringofglasscouldbeheardwithintheHulkeroicUnion’slair…

ThesoundhadstemmedfromanowshatteredteacupthathadbeenthrowntothegroundbyTiger

Layfield,themasteroftheHulkeroicUnion.

Glaringattheporcelainshardslyingatopthespilledtea,Tigergrittedhisteethbeforeferallyroaring,

“Howdaretheykillfourdisciplesofmyunion!I’mnotlettingthemoffifit’sthelastthingIdo!”

“Fromwhatwe’vegathered,thepersoninchargeofkillingourmenisratheryoung!Healsohasfour

companionswithhim!Ifmysourcesarecorrect,thentheyshouldstillbeinDragonbloodCity!”reported

ascarfedmanwhowentbyXuioCurticeashelookedatTiger.Hewasthesecondmasterofthe

HulkeroicUnion.

Uponhearingthat,Tigerthengrowled,“Isee!Sendourmenoutimmediatelytosearcheverycornerof

DragonbloodCity!Iwanttheculpritsbroughtbacktome,deadoralive!Nobodymesseswiththe

HulkeroicUnionandgetsawaywithit!”

NoneinthecityhadeverdaredtopissoffthosefromtheHulkeroicUnion.Nowthatfouroftheunion’s

discipleshadbeenmurdered,itdefinitelyfeltlikeadirectchallengeofauthority,atleasttoTiger.It

certainlyexplainedwhyhewassoangered.

Whateverthecasewas,XuiofoundnoissuewithTiger’scommand.Heknewbetterthantofurtherpiss



offthealreadyfuriousTiger.Withthatinmind,hethenrespectfullyexcusedhimselfbeforeleavingthe

hall.Thenightwasdefinitelygoingtobeachaoticone…

Aftergatheringseveraloftheunion’smen,XuioledallofthemaroundDragonbloodCity.Ridingatop

horsestohastentheirhunt,themensearchedeveryhouseholdfromtoptobottom,withorwithout

permissionfromtheresidentslivingthere.

Witheverycornerofthecitybrightlylit,thelocalsweren’ttheonlyonesaffectedbythechaos.

Outsidersofthecity,inparticular,weremercilesslyinterrogatedandmistreatedbythosefromthe

HulkeroicUnion.TheyweregoingtofindGeraldandhispartynomatterwhat!

Duetoallthehullabaloooutside,Geraldandtheothers—whowerealreadyasleepintheirroombythis

point—werenaturallyawoken.

Peekingoutthewindow,Raywasimmediatelygreetedbythesightofagroupofpeoplethoroughly

inspectingthearea.

NoticinghowpaleRayhadgone,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“What’swrong?”

“I-it’sthepeopleoftheHulkeroicUnion…!They’remostprobablyhereforyou!”repliedRayashe

turnedtofaceGerald.

“H-huh…?Then…Whatshouldwedonow…?”UponseeinghowworriedNoriwaswhensheaskedthat

question,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrown.TothinkthatthosefromtheHulkeroicUnionwouldbethis

quicktoact.

Afterabriefpause,Geraldthenobeyed,“…Packup.We’reheadinguptotherooffornow!”

Uponhearingthat,theothersquicklydidastheywereinstructed.Shortlyafter,allfiveofthemthen

leapedontotherooffromthehotel’swindow.Theplannowwastoliedownthereandobservehowthe



situationplayedout…

ItwasbarelyevensecondsaftertheyhadgottenontotheroofwhenXuioandhismenbeganbarging

intothehotel.

Afterinterrogatingthehotel’sowner,Xuiolearnedthattheonestheywerehuntingforwerehere.With

that,XuioinstantlyorderedthehotelownertoleadthemtoGerald’sroom.

Uponarrivingatthedoor,Xuiokickeditopenwithaloud‘bang’beforeinstructinghismentorushin!

However,theyquicklyrealizedthattheroomwasdeserted!

Raisingabrow,Xuiothenglaredatthehotelownerbeforegrowling,“Wherearethey?Yousaidthey

werestayingthenighthere,didn’tyou?”

“I-Ihavenoidea!Thefiveofthemreallyarestayinginthisroom…!Iassureyouthatnoneofthemleft

throughthefrontdooreither,Mr.Curtice!Please,believeme!”whimperedthehotelownerashe

lookedfearfullyatXuio.

Seeinghowterrifiedthehotelownerwas,Xuiowasprettysurethathewouldn’tdarelietohim.

Noticingtheopenwindow,hethenlookedoutbeforeshouting,“…Theymusthaveescapedthroughthe

window!Wemustpursuethemimmediately!”

Withthat,Xuioandhismenrushedoutandquicklyrodetheirhorsesawayfromthehotel.

Unfortunatelyforthem,Geraldandhispartyhadneverleftthehotel.Theywereontheroofthisentire

time!

AftermakingsurethatXuioandhismenhadleft,Geraldandtheothersthencamedownfromtheroof



andre-enteredtheirroomthroughthewindow.

Thesecondtheygotinside,theysawthehotelownerstandingthereinadaze.

Surprisedtoseethehotelownerinsuchaterrifiedstate,Geraldwasinstantlypromptedtowalkoverto

him.

However,thesecondthehotelownersawhimclosingin,hequicklytookafewstepsbackbefore

runningovertoacornerandcurlingupbeforewhimpering,“P-pleasesir…!Pleasedon’tkillme!Idon’t

knowanything!”

“…Kill?Boss,I’mthinkingofnosuchthing!Iwasjustwalkingtowardyoutotellyounottotellanyone

elsethatwe’restillhere!Also,takethis.Considerittobeextracompensation!”repliedGeraldashe

tookoutahandfulofgoldcoinsbeforehandingthemtothehotelowner.

Asthesayingwent,themostdangerousplaceswereusuallyalsothesafest,andthatsayingdefinitely

appliednow.SinceXuiohadalreadyraidedtheplace,heandhismendefinitelydidn’thaveanyreason

toreturn.Withthatinmind,Geraldandhispartycouldcontinuehidinghere,atleastforthemoment.

Regardless,afterrealizingthatGeraldwasn’tafterhislife,thehotelownergladlyagreedwithhiswish.

SeeingthatGeraldwasevenhandinghimsuchalargesumofmoney,thatprettymuchsealedthedeal

thathewasn’tgoingtobemakingthingsdifficultforGeraldanytimesoon.

Afterthehotelownerleft,Geraldandhispartythenremainedhidingthereforanentireday.

Itwasonlyaftertheupheavaldieddownontheseconddaywhenthegroupoffivedaredtoleavethe

hotel…

Thesecondtheydid,however,theywereinstantlygreetedbyafemalevoicecallingout,“My

benefactor!”



Turningtofacethesourceofthevoice,thegrouprealizedthatitwasthewomanGeraldhadsavedthe

otherday!

“Whyareyoustillinthecity?”askedGeraldwithaslightlyraisedbrow.

“Puttingthataside,Iknowyou’reintrouble,benefactor!Withthatinmind,pleasecomewithme!I’ll

leadyoutoasafeplacewheretheydefinitelywon’tbeabletofindyou!”repliedthewomanwitha

seriousexpressiononherface.

Exchangingglanceswitheachother,allofthemappearedtounanimouslybelieveinher.Withthatin

mind,thepartyoffivethenbeganfollowingherlead…

Afterwalkingforquiteawhile,thepartysuddenlyheardsomeonecallout,“Hmm?Ifitisn’tMissZorn!”

Uponhearingthat,allsixofthemstoppedintheirtracksbeforeturningtolookatwhohadsaidthat…

“…Oh,it’syou.TowhatdoIowethispleasure,youngmasteroftheWroefamily?”repliedthewoman

withasnort.

Justfromherreplyalone,itwasevidentthatshedidn’thaveagoodimpressionoftheyouth.Geraldand

theothersdidn’thaveahardtimeimaginingwhy.Afterall,asingleglancewasallittookforthemto

registerthathewasahedonisticchildwhohadrichparents.

TheyouthwentbyQuaanWroe,andjustasthewomanhadsaid,hewastheyoungmasteroftheWroe

family.TheWroesthemselveswerefamousfortheirstrength,particularlywithinDragonbloodCity.

FromwhatGeraldcouldsee,QuaanhadalreadyenteredtheThird-soul-rankwithintheSageRealm,

whichdefinitelyprovedthattheWroefamily’sstrengthwasnoexaggeration.



“Oh,don’tbesocold,MissZorn!Regardless,Iheardthatyoureldersisterwasdefeatedinthatmartial

artscompetition.IguessthatjustshowshowincapabletheZornsarenow!Addingthattothefactthat

youdon’tevenpossessanymartialartsskills,Iguessit’sfairtosaythatyou’rethemosthumiliating

aspectofyourfamily!”mockedQuaan,hiswordsfilledwithcontempt.

Thewoman’struenamewasMeilaniZorn,andshewastheseconddaughterintheZornfamily.Asfor

hersister,shewentbyJuno,andshehadgottentotheSecond-soul-rankintheSageRealm.

TruetoQuuan’swords,Meilanididn’thaveanymartialartsskills.Asaresult,herfamilyneverhada

goodimpressionofher,causinghersistertousuallybetheprioritizedonebetweenthetwo.

“Itappearsthatmysisterhasn’ttaughtyoualessonforabittoolong,seeingthatyou’refreeenoughto

waitaroundjustforthesakeofmockingme!”grumbledMeilaniassheglaredatthecockyperson.

Laughinginresponse,Quaanthenreplied,“Youmisunderstandme,Meilani!WhyonearthwouldImock

you?No,I’mjustheretoaskwhodefeatedyoureldersister!Youknow,justincaseIbumpintothemon

thestreets!IfIdo,I’llsurelydoyoursisterjusticebyteachingthemagoodlesson!”

SeeinghowshamelesslyQuaanwasbragging,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutchuckleinhismind.Hownaïve

andamusingforapersonwho’sonlyintheThird-soul-rankoftheSageRealmtobethiscocky!

“…Hmm?Youaren’tpullingmylegareyou?”askedMeilani,hermoodswitchingfromgrumpytocurious

inaflash.Ifonepaidcloseenoughattention,theywouldbeabletoseethegearsinMeilani’shead

grinding…

“Butofcourse!I’mamanofmyword,afterall!IfIevercatchthatperson,they’reasgoodasdead!”

repliedQuaanconfidentlyashepattedhischestbeforeMeilani.

Uponhearingthat,MeilaniturnedtolookatGeraldforamoment…beforefinallysaying,“Well,ifyou

sayso!Thepersonyou’relookingforisrighthere!”



WatchingasMeilanithenpointedatGerald,Quaanfoundhimselfmomentarilystupefied.Tothinkthat

apersonasunnoteworthy-lookingasGeraldwouldbetheculprit!

Geraldhimselfwasequallyasstunnedashethought,‘Whothehellevenishersister?Don’tusemeas

anexcuse!’

“You’rekidding,right,Meilani?Asifthisscrawnyguycouldeverbeatyoursister!”repliedQuaanashe

brieflylookedatGeraldratherdisdainfullybeforeturningbacktolookatMeilani.

“AsifI’djokeaboutsuchaseriousmatter!Though,seeinghowhesitantyou’rebeing,Iwonderifyou’re

justafraid…”tauntedMeilani.

Beingasnaïveashewas,Quaaninstantlytookthebait.Grumblingangrily,Quaanthenpointedat

Geraldbeforeyelling,“Youandme,one-on-one!Doyouacceptmychallenge?!”

“Yousure?”askedGeraldinacasualtone.

“Ofcourse,Iam!Unlessyou’retoochickentoaccept!”scoffedQuaan.

“Ohno,I’mjustworriedthatyou’llloseabittooterriblyforyourtaste!”repliedGeraldcalmlyina

confidenttone.

Still,tothinkthatMeilaniwouldactuallygivehimtrouble…Thewaythingsweregoing,itwasclearthat

hewouldn’tbeabletoeasilywalkoutofthisanyway.

BeforeGeraldcouldsayanythingelse,Meilanisecretlywinkedathimbeforewhispering,“Pleaseteach

himalessonforme,Gerald!Thisguyjustlovespesteringme!”



“AllowmetoremindyouthatI’mnotyourhiredthug!”

“I’msorryifImadeitsoundthatway,butplease,pleasehelpmeout…!Don’tworry,ifanything

happens,I’llbesuretotakeresponsibilityforit!”pleadedMeilaniasshemadepuppydogeyes.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldonlysighasheagreedtoherrequest.

“Heykid,youmust’vecheatedtodefeatJuno,right?Youcouldn’tpossiblyhavetakenherdownanyway

else!Withthatinmind,Ihopeyou’rereadytoreceiveagoodpummelling!”scoffedQuaanashe

pointedconfidentlyatGerald.

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,Quaanbegandashingtowardhim!

However,QuaanwassopitifullyslowthatGeraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelsorryforhim.Comparedto

Meilani—whodidn’tevenhaveanymartialartstraining—,Quaanwasprobablyhalfasslowasshewas!

NowseeingtheunderwhelmingextentofQuaan’sstrength,Geraldfeltthatitwasdisdainfultoeven

makeamoveonthecockyyouth.Evenso,sincethingshadcometothis,hestillneededtodefeat

Quaanintheend.

Whilehedidfeelslightlysorryfortheweakling,Geraldwasn’tagainsttheideaofhavingabitoffun

withQuaanfirstbeforedefeatinghim.

Regardless,GeraldeasilydodgedQuaan’spunchjustbymovingslightlytotheside.

Seeingthathisattackmissed,Quaaninstantlyrespondedwithaclawingattack!

Naturally,Geraldwasquicktorespond,andheraisedhisarmtoblockQuaan’sattack!



WhenQuaan’sattackmanagedtoshredGerald’ssleevetopieces,Geraldfoundhimselfslightly

surprised.Uponcloserinspection,theattackappearedtobetheDragonClaw…Soevensomeonelike

Quaanwasabletousethattechnique!

“Notbad…So,you’vemasteredtheDragonClawattack!Nowthingsaregettingslightlyinteresting!”

saidGeraldashetookastepbackwhilelookingatQuaanwithadevilishsmile.

“So,thisistheextentofyourpower,kid?Hah!IreallyhavenocluehowyouevenmanagedtotakeJuno

down!”scoffedQuaaninreturn,stillbrimmingwithconfidence.Afterall,tohim,Geraldhadnowayof

fightingbackatall.

Meilani,ontheotherhand,knewexactlywhatwasgoingoninGerald’smind.Standingattheside,she

couldeasilytellthatGeraldwassimplytoyingaroundwithQuaan.WithhowstrongGeraldwas,using

actualskillsonQuaanwouldonlybeawasteofenergy!

“Now,now,youhaven’tevendefeatedmeyet!Tillyoudo,don’tyouthinkit’sabitshamelesstobeso

overconfident?”retortedGerald,notevenfindingtheneedtobeangrytowardsuchaweakperson.

“Hah!Fine,then!Herecomesyourfinishingblow!”declaredQuaanbeforeleapingandaimingakick

rightforGerald!

Inresponse,however,thecalmGeraldsimplykickedtheincomingyouthrightintheside!

Unabletoevenblocktheattackintime,Quaanfoundhimselfflyingseveraldozenfeetaway!

Hittingthegroundextremelyforcefully,Quaancouldn’tevenfindtheenergytocrawlbackup.Thatjust

showedhowtrulypowerfulGerald’ssimplekickhadbeen…



ThedelightedMeilanicouldn’thelpbutsmilewhenshesawQuaangettingdestroyedlikethat.Toher,

hewasfinallyreapingwhathesowed,andhedeservedallthathadjusthappenedtohim.

Regardless,whathappenedtohimnextwasoflittleconcerntoher.Withthatinmind,Meilanithenled

Geraldandtheothersawayfromthere…

Itwasn’ttoolongaftertheyleftwhenQuaan—whohadfaintedfromallthepain—slowlyregainedhis

consciousness…

Uponcrawlingtohisknees,heinstantlyplacedhishandagainsthischestwhenhefeltanacutepain

there!Itappearedthathehadsufferedsomeinternalinjuries…

LookingaroundtoseewhereMeilaniandGeraldwere,hequicklyrealizedthattheywerelonggone.

Withanothersurgeofexcruciatingpain,Quaanwasunabletoremainconsciousandendedupflopping

tothegroundagain,completelydevoidofenergy…

Shortlyafter,GeraldandhispartyarrivedattheZornfamily’sresidenceunderMeilani’sguide.

“Ican’tbelievehowmeanyouwereearlier,Gerald!Youcould’veclearlytakenhimoutmuchearlierbut

youmadesuretohumiliatehimfirst!”teasedMeilani.

“Wellexcuseme,princess…You’retheonewhoputmeinthatpositioninthefirstplace!Ican’tjustend

aduelwithinseconds!Also,whilewe’reonthetopic,don’tusemetogetthingsdoneeveragain…”

grumbledGeraldslightlyawkwardly.

HeparticularlymadesuretomakethisclearsothatMeilaniwouldn’tkeepdoingthesamething.After

all,ifshecontinuedusinghimlikeshejusthad,thenGeraldwasfairlycertainthatitwouldn’ttakeher

longtolandhiminevenmoretroublesomeaffairs.

AsidefromtheHulkeroicUnion,henowhadQuaanasanenemyaswell.Geraldwassimplyfacing



dilemmaafterdilemma…

Eitherway,afterhearingthat,Meilaniquicklynoddedbeforereplying,“Gotit!Don’tworry,Ijust

wantedtogetridofhimearlier!Ipromisethattherewon’tbeanothertime!”

Honestly,shewasalreadyverypleasedthatGeraldwaswillingtohelpherteachQuaanalessoninthe

firstplace.

Regardless,whileGeraldandtheotherswerenowattheZornfamily’sresidence,Quaanhimselfwas

soonfoundbythoseunderhim.AfterbeingcarriedtotheWroefamily’sresidence,itwasquicklymade

evidentthatQuaan’smartialartsskillshadbeensealed.Withevenhismotorfunctionsinshambles,

Quaanwasunabletomoveonhisownanymore…

Fastforwardtoafewdayslater,threeelderlymendonninglongrobescouldbeseenstandingaround

Quaan’sbedinthedeadofnight…

QuaanhadremainedlyinginbedeversincehisduelwithGeraldruinedhim.Thefactthatheneeded

helpfromhisservantstodoeventhemostbasicofdailyactivitiessuchasdrinking,eating,andeven

usingthewashroom,broughtimmensehumiliationtohim.

Evenso,QuidWroewasn’thesitantintheslightesttospendmassiveamountsofmoneytocurehisson.

Withthatinmind,hehadpaidnosmallsumtohirethethreeoldmenfromGlenpawaMountain—who

eachhadextraordinarymartialartsskills—tohopefullyhelphissonrecover…

Eitherway,aftersittingbyQuaan’ssideforawhiletocheckhiscondition,oneoftheelderlymen

eventuallysaid,“…Hmm…YoungMasterWroe’sconditionisreallyserious!”

“Howseriousarewetalkingabouthere,Mr.Quarles?”askedQuidinaworriedtone.

AsQuidhadstated,theoldpersonwentbyLidornQuarles,andhehadalreadyenteredtheThirdrankin



theAvatarRealm.

“Extremely,MasterWroe.Afterall,fromtheinjuriessustainedalone,Icanalreadytellthattheperson

whodidthistohimwasimmenselystrong.Theassailant’sattackwasbothfierceanddecisive,andwith

howmuchdamagethatprecisestrikedid,I’mafraiditwon’tbeeasytocuretheyoungmaster,”replied

Lidornasheshookhisheadandsighedinresignation.

Uponhearingthat,Quidcouldn’thelpbutfrownasangersurgedthroughhim.

Well,thiswasjustperfect!Nowthatheknewthattheassailantwasimmenselypowerful,Quid

definitelywasn’tgoingtobeabletotakerevengeonhisson’sbehalf!

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthattheZornsweretheonlytruerivalsoftheWroefamilyinDragonbloodCity.

Withhisson’sconditionlikethis,fallingoutwiththeZornswasthelastthinghewantedatthemoment.

However,QuidhadpaidcloseattentiontoLidorn’schoiceofwordsearlier.Hopingforasilverlining,he

thenasked,“…Yousaidcuringhimwouldbedifficult…However,thatmeanshecanstillbecured,

correct?”

Hearingthat,LidornturnedtolookatQuidbeforenoddingslowly…“Indeed.Whilecuringaperson

whosemartialartsskillshavebeenannihilatedhasbeenimmenselydifficultfromthedawnoftime,

thereisawaytogetitdone…Yoursoncandefinitelybehealedifwemanagetoobtainanancient

secretmedicinecalledtheGuddegella!Oncetheyoungmasteringestsit,he’llsurelybeabletoregain

theabilitytousemartialarts!”explainedQuid.

“AndhowdoIobtainthismedicine?”askedQuideagerly.

Ofcourse,obtainingsuchpreciousmedicinewasnevergoingtobeeasy.

“Well,accordingtothelegend,theGuddegellacanbefoundatthecrisscrossofvastriversandstreams



intheTreholmHighlands.Withthatsaid,it’snoteasilyobtained.Asproofofthat,theGuddegellahas

onlybeensuccessfullyacquiredtwicethroughouthistory!”repliedLidorn.

Whilethatwascertainlydishearteningtohear,itwasbetterthanhavingnocureatall.Attheveryleast

thereexistedachanceforhissontofunctionnormallyagain…

“Don’tyouworry,Mr.Quarles!I’lldefinitelyobtaintheGuddegellaonewayoranother!”declaredQuid

asheconfidentlylookedatLidorn.

“Verywell,then.Speakingofwhich,IwonderifthepersonwhowoundedYoungMasterWroeisstill

withinDragobloodCity…Sincewe’renowhereanyway,wemayaswellseekrevengeonbehalfofyour

son!”saidLidorn.

SinceQuidhadpaidthemsowell,theleasttheycoulddowasseekrevengeforhisson’sbehalf.

Naturally,Quidwasinstantlyoverjoyedtohearthat.Geraldandhispartyweredefinitelygoingtomeet

aterribleendnowthatthesethreeweresteppingin!

Evenso,Quidwaspromptedtosay,“…Areyousure,Mr.Quarles?Yousaidityourselfthatthekidwas

extremelystrong!”

Laughinginresponse,Lidornthenconfidentlyreplied,“Worrynot.Withourpowerscombined,thethree

ofuswilldefinitelybeabletotakehimon!Now,withoutfurtherado,we’llbeonourwaytoseek

revengeonbehalfofYoungMasterWroe!Tillwemeetagain!”

BeforeQuidcouldevenreply,allthreeoftheelderlymenhadalreadyleapedintotheshadows,their

destinationtheWroefamily’sresidence…

Meanwhile,GeraldandMeilaniweresittinginthebackgardenoftheWroefamily’shome.Meilani

herselfseemedparticularlyhappytobeabletositandtalkidlylikethiswithGerald.Afterall,shehad



starteddevelopingfeelingsforhimeversincehesavedher…

Regardless,GeraldandhispartymembershadremainedsafewiththeZornfamily’sresidencethisentire

timesinceMeilani’sfamilywasquiteinfluentialandpowerfulwithinDragonbloodCity.Withthatin

mind,nobodydaredtobehaverashlytowardtheminfearofoffendingtheZorns.

Eitherway,asMeilanicontinuedtalkinghappily,Gerald’skeensensessuddenlydetectedaswordbeing

throwntowardthem!

“Careful!”shoutedGeraldasheimmediatelytuggedMeilanitowardhim,allowingbothofthemto

dodgetheincomingsword!

Staringattheswordthatwasnowlodgedintheground,bothoftheminstantlygrewvigilant.

Astheywerescanningthearea,theduowitnessedasthreepeopledonninggreyrobesleapedoverthe

fencebeforelandingrightinfrontofGeraldandMeilani.

GlaringatGerald,Lidornshouted,“I’mfinishingyouofftoday,kid!”

“Whoevenareyou?Idon’trememberbearinganygrudgesagainstyou!What’syourpurposeofkilling

me?”retortedGeraldashefrowned.

“Cutthecr*pandjustgiveupyourlifealready!”scoffedLidornashesnorted,unwillingtorevealhis

identity…“Goseekshelter,Meilani!I’lldealwiththem!”instructedGerald.

UnderstandingthatstayingherewouldonlygiveGeraldmoretrouble—sinceshedidn’tknowany

martialarts—,Meilanisimplynoddedbeforerunningoff.Attheveryleast,shecouldlookforhelp…

Oncehewassurethatshehadleft,Geraldturnedtolookatthethreeelderlymenagain…andwiththat,



theirbattlecommenced!

FacinganonslaughtofattacksfromthreepeoplewhohadalreadyenteredtheAvatarRealm,itquickly

becameincreasinglystrenuousforGeraldtodealwiththem.Withthatinmind,Geraldcouldonlystall

fortimeandlookforgapsforhimtostrike…

Eventually,however,threeononewasalittletoomuchforhim,andLidornfinallymanagedtolanda

blowonGerald!

Uponimpact,Geraldwasinstantlyflungbackwardasbloodspurtedoutofhismouth!Landinghardon

theground,GeraldwaswellawarethatLidorn’sstrikehadundoubtedlycausedmassivedamagetohis

innerbreathingshield.

StaringatGerald’spatheticstate,Lidornthensneered,“Tothinkthatyou’vemanagedtoenterthe

AvatarRealmatyourage,kid!Whileyoutrulyareamartialartsgenius,you’veunfortunatelyoffended

someoneyoushouldn’thave!Withthatsaid,it’sapity,butyourlifeendstoday!”

Lidornreallymeantitwhenhesaidthat.Afterall,fewwereabletoentertheAvatarRealmatGerald’s

age.Thosewhomadeittothisrealmwereusuallyelderswhohadtrainedhardformany,manyyears…

Whatapitythatthismartialartsgeniushadtogo…

Shakingthethoughtoff,Lidornthenraisedhissword,aimingitatGerald…

Uponseeingthat,Geraldknewhewasdonefor.Withthat,hesimplyclosedhiseyestight,awaiting

death.

However,justsecondsbeforetheswordpiercedhisheart,Geraldsuddenlyrememberedthesilkbag

thatSumeruhadgivenhim.Withthat,heimmediatelygrabbedthesilkbagandopenedit!

ImmediatelyafterGeralddidthat,thebagreleasedagoldenlightthatlituptheentirebackgarden!Due



tohowblindingitwas,Lidornandtheothertwoelderswereforcedtobackawayalittlesincethey

couldn’tseeathing.

Thenextthingeveryoneknew,afigurecouldbeseenleapingofftheroof…andlandingrightbetween

thetwoparties.

BeforeLidorncouldevenreact,hewasgreetedbyaswiftforcepalmfromthefigure!

WatchingasLidornflewbackward,Geraldwasoverjoyedwhenherealizedthatthepersonbeforehim

wasnoneotherthanSumeru!

“M-master…!”calledoutGeraldinaweakvoicebeforefinallyblackingout.

Seeingtheterriblestatehisbelovedstudentwasin,Sumeruwasinstantlyinfuriated!

Leapingbacktohisinitialposition,LidornthenglaredatSumerubeforescoffing,“I’massumingyou’re

thatkid’smaster!Sinceyou’vedecidedtostepin,we’lljustgetridofyoufirst!”

Withthatsaid,allthreeofthembeganchargingtowardSumeru!

Sumeru,however,didn’tbudgefromhisspot.Instead,hesimplystoodthereextremelycalmlyashe

unsheathedhissword…

Andwithanexpressionlessface,hedrewtherestofhisbladeoutinaflashofaneye.Sumeru’sslash

wassofastthatLidornandhismendidn’tevenknowwhathehaddone…

Untiltheyfeltbloodtricklingdowntheirnecks.



EyeswidenedastheystaredatSumeru,allthreeofthemheldontotheirnecksbeforefinallyfalling

lifelesslytotheground…

Lyingintheslowlygrowingpuddleofblood,noneofthemcouldhaveanticipatedthatSumeruwouldbe

thisstrong…!Tothinkthatithadbarelytakenhimasecondtofinishthemoff!

Sumeruhimselfsimplygrowledatthethreecorpses.Theyneverhadachanceagainsthim…Itwas

aroundthenwhenMeilanireturnedtothescenetogetherwithNoriandtheothers.

UponrealizingthatGerald’smasterhadkilledoffthethreeelderlyassailants,Meilaniwasinstantly

shocked.Tothinkthathewasthispowerful…Havingsuchastrongmaster,itnowmadesensewhy

Geraldwasabletobeasstrongashecurrentlywas!

QuicklysnappingoutofitandreturningherattentiontoGerald,Meilanithenrushedovertotheinjured

youthwhilecallingout,“Gerald…!”

Callasshemight,Geraldwasalreadyunconscious…

Withthethreeoldmendealtwith,SumeruthensheathedhisswordbeforeheadingovertoGerald’s

sideandinspectinghiswounds.

“…Hisinnerbreathingstructureisinamess…Ineedtotreathimimmediately!”declaredSumeruafter

checkingforGerald’spulsethroughtheyouth’swrist.

Followingthat,heliftedGeraldinhisarmsandran—underMeilani’sguidance—allthewaytoGerald’s

room.

AfterplacingtheunconsciousGeraldonhisbed,Sumeruthenyelled,“Allofyou,getout!Don’tbother

measIcurehiswounds!”



ThoughMeilaniwantedtostay,intheend,shequicklygaveuptryingtoprotest.

AsMeilaniclosedthedoorbehindherandleanedagainstit—planningtowaittheretillGerald’smaster

wasdonecuringhim—,shewatchedasherfatherrushedtowardher.

“Whatonearthhappened,Meilani?”askedYeurquinZorninananxioustone.

“Threepowerfulpeoplesuddenlyattackedus,declaringthattheywantedtokillGerald!Whilehe’s

terriblyinjured,he’sthankfullystillalive!”explainedMeilaniwhilelookingatherfather.

“What?Howpreposterous!Tothinkthatsomeonewoulddarehurtourfamily’sbenefactor,andwithin

ourresidencenoless!Imustgettothebottomofthis!”growledYeurquin.

Whilehewasgreatlyangered,theprioritynowwasstilltoensurethatGerald’sinjurieswere

successfullycured.Meilaniwasevenmoreanxiousaboutthatthanhewas,andshetrulyhopedthat

Geraldwouldturnoutfineintheend…

“…Speakingofwhich,whereisGerald?Andwhat’shiscondition?”askedYeurquinashelookedathis

daughter.

“…Well…Gerald’smasteriscurrentlytreatinghisinjuries…”mumbledMeilanibeforedraggingher

fatheralittlefurtherfromthedoor.

Raisingaslightbrow,Yeurquincouldn’thelpbutask,“…What’swrong,Meilani?Whysosecretive?”

“W-well,yousee,Gerald’smasterisextremelypowerful!Fromhowcleanthecutswereonthecorpses,

it’sevidentthathekilledallthreeofthosemightyassailantswithasingleslash!”whisperedMeilanias

shelookedatherfatherinherbewilderment.



“…And?Isthatwhyyou’rebeingsosecretive?Mychild,you,ofallpeople,shouldknowhowstrong

Geraldis.Withthatinmind,hismastermustdefinitelybestrongerthanhim!”repliedYeurquinina

calmtone.

YeurquinhadcaughtaglimpseofSumeruearlier—asthedeanwasrushingtobringGeraldtohis

room—,andevenfromthatmoment,hecouldalreadytellthatSumeruwasanextraordinaryperson.

NowthatherealizedthatSumeruwasGerald’smaster,Yeurquinwasabletoconfirmthatassumption.

Tohim,Sumeruwasthekindofpersonwhowouldn’ttakeactionifotherscoulddoso.Afterall,asingle

movefromSumeruwouldcertainlyamazetheworld…

HistrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenheheardMeilaniask,“Say,doyouthinkGerald’smasterwould

takemeashisdiscipleaswell,dad…?”

Raisingabrow,Yeurquinthenretorted,“Asifhe’ddothat,Meilani!Youcan’tjustaskhimtobeyour

master!Besides,healreadyhasGeraldashisdisciple.Whatmakesyousosurehe’llevenwant

another?”

Hearingthat,Meilaniinstantlyzippedhermouth.WhileshealreadyknewthatbeingSumeru’sdisciple

wasnear-impossible,agirlcoulddream…

Atthatmoment,bothofthemheardadoorcreakingopen…Turningtofacethesound,theywatchedas

SumeruwalkedoutfromGerald’sroom…Seeingthat,bothYeurquinandMeilanihurriedovertohim.

“How’sGerald’scondition,master?”askedYeurquininaconcernedtone.

“He’sfinefornow,thoughhe’llneedtorecuperateproperlyforthenextfewdays.Untilthen,dotake

careofhim.WhileI’dlovetostay,Imustleavenowtodealwithsomeaffairs,”repliedSumerubefore

leapingoffanddisappearingalmostinstantaneously.



WhileSumeruhadn’tspecifiedwhatexactlyheneededtodo,Yeurquinandhisdaughterhadahunch

thathewasgoingtoavengeGerald.

Whateverthecasewas,bothofthemthenquicklyheadedintotheroomtocheckonGerald.

Sittingbyhisbed,theycouldn’thelpbutworrywhentheysawhowpaleandfeeblehenowlooked.

Afterall,hehadsufferedfromterribleinternalinjuries.

Thankfully,SumeruhadsuccessfullyrepairedGerald’sinternalbreathingshield,andtheonlyminor

drawbacktothisincidentwasthefactthatheneededafewdaystoproperlyrecuperate…

AlittlewhilelaterintheWroefamily’sresidence,Quidcouldbeseensittinganxiouslyasheawaitedthe

threeelders’return.

Shortlyafter,oneofthefamily’sbutlerscameburstinginwhilenervouslyshouting,“T-thisisbad,

master!Something’sterriblywrong!”

“Whatisit?Calmyourself!”retortedQuidasheglaredattheflusteredbutler.

“M-master…Mr.Quarlesandtheothertwoelders…they…they’redead…!”stutteredthequivering

butler.

“What?!”yelledQuid,momentarilystupefied.

Thethreeoldmenwereincrediblystrong!HowhadGeraldmanagedtotakeonthem…?!

Nowstartingtopanic,Quid—whowasstillindisbelief—waspromptedtoask,“…Areyoureallysureof



that?”

“Iswearonmylife,master!Sinceyoutoldmetokeepaneyeontheirprogress,Iwasabletowitnessall

threeofthemgettingdecapitatedinasingleslash!”repliedtheterrifiedbutlerasherecalledwhathe

hadearlierwitnessed.

Uponhearingthat,Quid’sterrorinstantlybegansinkingin.IfthemurdererwasonGerald’sside…then

he’dsurelyfindoutsoonenoughthatQuidwastheoneorchestratingallthis!

Histrainofthoughtwascutshortwhenanexplosivesoundwassuddenlyheard!

Dodgingjustintimetoavoidgettingsquashedbyaflyingdoor,bothQuidandhisbutlercouldonlystare

wide-eyedatthefigurethathadjustappearedbeforethem…

Snappingoutofit,Quidinstantlyattemptedtocallforhisguards…onlytorealizethathecouldn’tmake

asound!

Placinghishandonhisneck,bothQuidandthebutlerquicklyrealizedthatastreamofbloodwas

alreadyflowingdowntheirnecks…

Andjustlikethat,thetwomenfloppedontoanencroachingpuddleoftheirownblood,dead.

Nowthatbothofthemweredealtwith,thefiguremadeanotherleapbeforevanishingwithoutatrace…

BythetimetheotherWroesgottothescene,theywereinstantlygreetedbythesightofQuidandthe

butler’scorpseslyinginapooloftheirownblood…Naturally,thiscausedamajoruproaramongthe

Wroefamilymembers,andtheladyoftheWroefamilyevenblackedout.

FortheWroes,itwasanightofchaosandgreatconfusion…WhenGeraldawokethenextday,hewas



greetedbythesightofhismaster—whohadhiseyesclosed—sittingbyhisbed.

Attemptingtogetup,Geraldimmediatelyrealizedthathisentirebodywasaching…Hecouldn’tevensit

up!

Atthatmoment,Sumerusuddenlyopenedhiseyes.RealizingthatGeraldhadregainedconsciousness,

heinstantlysmiledashesaid,“Gerald!You’reawake!”

“Master,I…”

“Don’tworry,you’llbefine.You’rejustsufferingfromsomeinternalinjuriesatthemoment.You’llbeas

fitasafiddlesoonenoughaslongasyourecuperateproperlyforthenextfewdays!”repliedSumeru

beforeGeraldwasevenabletofinishhisquestion.

Hearingthat,Geraldfellsilent…

Shortlyafter,knockingcouldbeheardfromhisroom’sdoor.

Walkingovertoopenit,SumerusawthatitwasMeilaniwhowasheretobringGeraldhisbreakfast.

Afterenteringtheroom,MeilaniplacedGerald’sbreakfastonhistablebeforeaskinginaconcerned

tone,“Howdoyoufeel,Gerald?Anydiscomfortanywhere…?”

Smilingsubtlyinresponse,Geraldthenshookhisheadbeforeweaklyreplying,“I’mfine…Ijustneedto

recuperateforawhile…”

SeeingthatMeilaniwasgoingtocareforGerald,Sumeruthenlefttheroom.



Uponseeingthat,Meilanithentookthechancetowhisper,“Say,Ihavesomegoodnews,Gerald!The

masteroftheWroefamilywaskilledinhisownhouseyesterday!”

Appearingmomentarilystunned,itwasmadeevidentthatGeraldhadn’texpectedsuchaneventto

happenoutoftheblue.

Ashortpauselater,Meilanithenadded,“…Also,youmaynotknowthis,butyourmasterwentoff

someplacelastnightto,‘attendtosomething’,ashesaid…”

RaisingaslightbrowasheponderedonMeilani’sobvioushint,Geraldstaredatherforawhilebefore

replying,“You…thinkmymasterdidit…?”

“Ifyouneedfurtherproof,IwentovertolookatQuid’scorpsetoday…Thegashinhisneckwassimilar

totheonesonthethreeeldersyourmasterkilledyesterday!”explainedMeilani.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldbeganthinking,‘Ifwhatshe’ssayingistrue,thenIguessmasterhasalready

avengedme…’

“…Well,eitherway,there’snoneedtoworrytoomuchaboutit,Gerald.Afterall,theWroesdon’tseem

toknowthatyourmasterwasbehindallthis.Whatmore,sincetheWroesattackedyouyesterday,their

familyprobablywon’tbetookeenonmakingthiseventpublic,”saidMeilani.

Aftersufferingtwomajorlossesforattemptingtooutwittheirenemy,theWroesweredefinitelygoing

toplayitmuchsaferafterthis…

Notlongafter,NoriandtherestofGerald’spartyenteredtheroomaswell.

Sittingbythefootofhisbed,theconcernedNoricouldn’thelpbutask,“Howareyoufeeling,Gerald…?”



AfterseeinghowterribleGerald’sstatewasthedaybefore,Norihadbeenfrightenedhalftodeath,

fearingthatGeraldwasn’tgoingtobeabletorecover.

“Don’tworry,I’mfeelingmuchbetternow!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“That’sgreattohear,Mr.Crawford!Dorestupinthenextfewdayssothatwecanresumeourjourney

onceyou’refullycured!”saidRay.

Inhiscurrentstate,therewasnowaythattheyweregoingtobeabletocontinuetheirjourneyattheir

initialrate.Withthatinmind,thebestcourseofactionnowwastowaitforGeraldtogetbetter.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldwentsilentforawhilebeforeeventuallyturningtolookathispartyand

asking,“Speakingofwhich,wheredidmastergo?”

“Ah,thedean’salreadyleft!Hetoldustotakegoodcareofyou,andhealsoinstructedustotellyou

thathe’sresolvedeverythingforyou.WiththeWroefamilycurrentlyindisarray,itwon’tbelongbefore

theyruinthemselves!”explainedRay.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldrestassured.Despitethegoodnews,however,therewasanagging

feelingwithinhim…

Thefactthathewasstillbeatenupthatterriblythedaybeforemeantthathestillwasn’tpowerful

enough…“Eitherway,makesureyourestupproperlyinthecomingdays!Youcanleavehandling

anythingelsetous!”addedNori.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldunderstoodthathedidn’treallyhaveanyotherchoicebuttoobey.Withthat,

helaybackdowntorecuperate…

Earlyinthemorningafewdayslater,Juno—Meilani’seldersister—couldbeseenknockingonGerald’s

doorbeforeasking,“Gerald?Areyouawake…?”



Afterwaitingforquiteawhileandgettingnoresponse,Junocouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowasshe

openedthedoor…onlytofindthathewasn’teveninside!

‘Wherecouldhehavegone?Hecouldn’thavejustleft,couldhe?’Junothoughttoherselfin

bewilderment.

Frowningslightly,shehadanideaofwhereelseGeraldcouldpossiblybe…Withthatinmind,she

quicklyheadedtothebackgardentoseeifhewasthere.

Justasshehadthought,JunowasinstantlygreetedbythesightofGeraldandLeitQuerymeditatingon

stonebenchesuponarrivingatthebackgarden.Withtheireyesclosed,bothofthemappearedrather

content…

Rollinghereyes,Junocouldn’thelpbutsigh.Nowonderhisroomwasempty!Thetwohadwokenup

earlyinthemorningtotrainthemselves!

Afteraslightpause,JunothenwalkedovertoGerald’ssidebeforewhispering,“Gerald…!”

Hearinghisname,Geraldthenopenedhiseyesbeforesmilingashereplied,“Ah,YoungLadyZorn!

You’reupearly!Areyouheretotrainaswell?”

MomentarilydisregardingGerald’squestion,JunotookapeekatLeitwhowassittingbesidehim…

Seeingthathehadbarelymovedandtherewerelittletonochangesinhisexpressions,Junocouldonly

sigh.ShewaswellawarethatLeitwasn’tsomeonetobetrifledwith,andshewashonestlyslightlyafraid

thathewouldbeangeredsinceshehadcomelookingforGerald…

Regardless,whenhesensedJuno’sgazeonhim,Leitopenedaneyebeforegettingupandleaping



straightoutofthebackgarden…

Uponseeingthat,GeraldwasslightlypleasedbyLeit’sabilitytoreadthemood.HewassurethatLeit

hadonlyleftsincehedidn’twanttodisturbGeraldandJuno’smoment.

JunoherselfwashappythatLeitgotthehint.Eitherway,nowthathewasgone,Junoquicklyturnedher

attentionbackonGeraldassheasked,“Whyonearthdidyouwakeupsoearly,Gerald?”

“I’mjustusedtowakingupearly!”repliedGerald.

Geraldhaddevelopedthishabiteversincehewasachild,andithadsurprisinglyhelpedhimimprove

bothhisbody’scapabilitiesaswellashismartialartsskillsinlateryears.

“…Isee.Anyway,ifyou’redonemeditating,followme!I’llbringyousomeplace!”saidJunoasshe

instantlygrabbedGerald’shandandbegantugginghimoutofherhomewithoutevenwaitingforhimto

reply…

Seeingthatshehadhermindmadeup,Geraldsimplyallowedhimselftobepulledalong…

Eventually,theyarrivedatabakeryofsorts…

“Breakfastisgoingtobemytreattoday,Gerald!Justsoyouknow,Icomeheredailybecausethebread

theymakeisjustwaytoodelicious!”

Followingthat,shedraggedhimintothebakerybeforeshouting,“Waiter!Threetraysofbread,please!”

SinceJunowasaregular,henaturallyknewherandprioritizedherorder.



Withthatinmind,ittooklessthanaminuteforthewaitertocarrythreetraysfilledwithdelicious-

smellingbreadovertoGeraldandJuno’stable.

“Goon,don’tbeshy!Trysome!”urgedJunoasshepushedoneoftheloavesovertoGerald.

Notevenwaitingforhimtoreply,Junothenbeganstuffingbreadintohermouthwithoutcaringabout

herimageatall.

Juno’sappetitewas…astounding,tosaytheleast.

WhileGeraldwasfullfromjustasingletrayofbread,Junomanagedtofinishthebreadfromthe

remainingtwotrayssheordered!

“…Arathervoraciousappetiteyouhavethere,LadyZorn…”mutteredGeraldinaslightlysurprisedtone

asherestedhispalmagainsthisforehead…Uponhearingthat,JunosimplyturnedtolookatGerald

beforebluntlyreplying,“Whatofit?Iwasjustbornwithabigappetite!”

Shakinghishead,Geraldsimplyzippedhismouth,worriedthatJunowouldflipthetableoverifhe

pressedon.

Regardless,theduothenheadedtoDragonbloodCity’strainingcourtafterfinishingtheirbreakfast.

IntheLeicomContinent,eachcityhaditsowntrainingcourt,andsuchplaceswereusedtohostallsorts

ofyearlycompetitions.Ofcourse,trainingcourtswerealsousedasformalplacesforthoseproficientin

martialartstotrainandbattle.

Eitherway,bythetimetheygottothetrainingcourt,manypeoplewerealreadysparringagainsteach

other.



UponrealizingJuno’spresence,everyonethereinstantlydisplayedrespectfulexpressions,evengoingso

farastoofferJunotheirsparringareas.

Fromthatalone,itwasevidentthatJunostillhadaprettylargeinfluenceinDragonbloodCity.Afterall,

powerfulpeoplewerealwaysrespectedbyothers,regardlessofgender.

Turningdowntheiroffers,JunosimplyselectedasecludedareabeforelookingatGeraldandsaying,

“Allowmetochallengeyoutoaduel,Gerald!”

“Iaccept!”repliedGeraldwithouttheslightesthesitation.

Afterall,hehadpreviouslypromisedtoteachJunosomemartialartsskills,andwhatbetterwaytolearn

suchskillsthantobrawlagainsteachother.Themoretheysparred,themorerapidJuno’smartialarts

skillswouldimprove.

Withthatinmind,bothofthemstoodatoppositeends…

LookingatGerald,shethenasked,“Areyouready?”

“Readyasever!”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Hearingthat,JunowastednotimeandinstantlybeganchargingtowardGerald!Beingquitefast,it

barelytookasecondforherfisttogetinchesawayfromGerald’sface!

Whileshewasdefinitelystrong,Junowassimplyusingthesameattackshealwaysdid.Withthatin

mind,Geraldeasilyavoidedherhitbeforegrabbingontoherarmandyankingittowardtheground!

Duetothesuddenshift,Junolostherbalanceandalmostfellfacefirst!Thankfully,Geraldquicklypulled

herbackuptosaveherthehumiliation.



Whateverthecasewas,uponwitnessingallthat,everyoneelseatthesceneinstantlyrevealedsurprised

expressions.

They,ofallpeople,knewhowstrongJunowas.Afterall,shekeptchallengingtheminthepast,andafter

continuouslygettingpummelledtimeandagain,nobodydaredtoinitiatechallengeswithheranymore.

Shewassimplytoostrongforthem!

WhentheyhadseenGeraldearlier,theythoughtthatshehadjustpulledsomepoorsaptoduelwith

hersinceshehadn’tbeenabletoduelanyoneinawhile.Theycertainlyhadn’texpectedthatyoungman

tobeabletodefeatherthateasily!Itwastrulyastupefyingthingtowitness…

Shortlyafter,Juno—whodefinitelywasn’tgoingtoadmitdefeatsoeasily—thengotonherfeetagain

beforeshouting,“Again!”

Shewassurethatshecouldeventuallybeabletoatleastlaunchmoremovesbeforegettingdisengaged

byGerald.

“Holdonasecond,YoungLadyZorn!”yelledGeraldinreturn.

Raisingaslightbrow,Junothenasked,“Whatisit?”

“Asuggestion…Youmayneedtoconsiderchangingyourattackingstyle.Ifyoukeepcomingatmewith

thesamemove,I’llbeabletodisengageyouinasinglemoveregardlessofhowmanytimesyouattack

me!”repliedGeraldashesharedhisanalysiswithher.

“There’s…aproblemwithmyattackstyle?”askedthepuzzledJuno.

Shehadbeenusingthisattackstyleherentirelife!Junodidn’tfeellikeitneededchanging.Withthatin



mind,whatwasGerald’sreasonforsuggestingthat…?


