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Sadly, Casper was unable to see Carmen because he was being pushed away by the
affectionate girls.

On the other hand, Flynn felt furious because she was still cheering for the other boy, so he
kept going against Casper.

However, Casper was a mixed race, so he was already at a height of 1.9 meter at the tender
age of 19. Not only that, Flynn's technical skills were not as good as his, so he was not a
match to Casper at all. After realizing that he could not defeat him, he suddenly stomped on
Casper's foot.

“Hey! What are you doing?”

Carmen immediately saw that Flynn was cheating, so she rushed up in a state of anger
toward him. As soon as Casper saw her coming, he cleverly hugged and lifted her up like he
usually did when she was a kid.

After spinning her for a few times, he placed her down while his peach-like eyes were full of
affection. “Carmen, long time no see. Do you miss me?”

The moment everyone saw their intimate interaction, the entire basketball court was in an
uproar. What's happening? They actually know each other?!

At that moment, Flynn felt that he was being completely cuckolded. | couldn’t even hug her
in such an intimate manner. I've been dating her for five months, but she still won't allow me
to hold her hand or kiss her. She has forbidden any intimacy with me, let alone spinning her
in circles! For some reason, I'm starting to feel like she is seeing me as her dad.
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“Cas, don't stop me. This guy is deliberately hurting you!” Carmen was agitated that she only

wanted to grab Flynn and avenge Casper’s shoe.



However, Casper did not seem to feel anything. “It's fine. Let it go.”

After being deliberately stepped on by someone, he was no longer in the mood to play
basketball as he only had Carmen in his eyes.

They had not seen each other for many years, so he wanted to talk to her.

After that, Nathan and Casper chatted with her while the three of them left the court.
“Carmen!”

Behind them, Flynn continued to howl.

He was panicking for the first time. Back then, he thought that he had occupied the more
assertive role when dating Carmen, but earlier, he witnessed the intimate interaction
between her and that strange boy. They seem to have known each other for a long time and
their relationship doesn'’t look ordinary. Also, that boy is much more handsome than me!

Sadly, Carmen did not seem to hear his screams at all as she left under the company of two
handsome guys.

After furiously smashing the basketball in his hands, Flynn also left the court.
Since all the hunks had left, the students also gradually dispersed.

Casper and Nathan were about to leave after having a chat with Carmen, so she watched as
they went to the washroom to wash their hands before leaving. Consequently, she turned to
return to her classroom.

In the evening, the campus was bathed in the golden sunlight while a burst of heat rose
from the ground, filling the entire campus with a breath of spring. Meanwhile, she stepped
on the damp ground as she walked to her classroom without any hurry.

Beside her was a little artificial lake with clear water and dazzling waves. Under the water,
the fishes swam in an agile manner while their tails broke the figure being reflected on the
surface of the lake.



After the figure was shattered into thousands of pieces, it was slowly restored into a
complete reflection.

Upon seeing that reflection, Carmen lifted her eyes and saw a man walking on the opposite
embankment of the lake.

The figure was far away for her to clearly see his face. Yet, she could roughly make out his
profound facial features while his blond hair danced in the night wind. His shadow was
stretched to the ground by the setting sun as he walked in a relaxed manner.

Although she could not see his face clearly, her eyes could not help but feel attracted to
him. Since the figure walked unhurriedly, she maintained the same speed as him.

In the spring evening, the heat of the day had not faded, but the cold of night was already
rising. She brushed away the obstructive branches of the willow tree and stared at the figure
on the other side with her eyes wide open. She tried to adjust her sight, but no matter what,
she was just unable to clearly see the other person’s face. That man really has a different
kind of arrogance and coldness to him. Is he a student in the school? He isn't wearing a
uniform and his blond hair will definitely cause him to be questioned by Theo if he enters
the school. There's only a few blond-haired biracial students in the school and | recognize all
of them.

Carmen tried to adjust her sight again, but after passing by a cultural wall, the figure
suddenly disappeared from the side of the lake. Eh?

She suddenly felt at loss, so she quickly walked a few steps ahead and took a short detour
to the direction of the figure earlier. As she looked around, she noticed that there was no
one and mumbled to herself, “Where is he..”

Surprisingly, she felt a weight on her shoulder as someone suddenly patted her. At the same
time, she could hear the deep voice of a man. “Are you looking for me?”

She turned and saw a man who rode a sports bike standing behind her. With one foot on the
ground and the other on the pedal, he wore a helmet that completely covered his face, but
through the helmet, she could see a pair of green eyes.

“Bailey?” Carmen exclaimed.



The man standing opposite her slowly removed his helmet and revealed a young dashing
face.

It was an absolutely perfect face with handsome features that were created by the Gods.
There was an unusual aura with two mysterious lights hidden in his deep green eyes, which
were specifically used to attract other people’s souls.

After not seeing each other for a decade, the two of them grew a lot.
The once adorable and innocent Carmen was now an emotional young woman.

Compared to his appearance 10 years ago, Bailey’s mannerism and looks did not seem to
have changed.

However when he first entered society a decade ago, he was always working with fear and
trepidation, causing him to be unable to sleep at night or lose his appetite. While facing the
unpredictable future and his painful past, he was full of worries and sorrows.

Now, he had built himself a business empire and gained power on the way. For the past 10
years, he experienced many difficulties and obstacles that his peers could never imagine.
He changed from a naive young president to an absolute leader with power and authority
who was in charge of an empire.

He matured faster than anyone else.
After 10 years, he finally met her again and he felt nothing but happiness.

However, he looked unfazed on the surface to the point where she could not even find the
slightest joy on his face after reuniting with her. Instead, he slightly nodded his head and
replied, “Hello.”

Bailey’s tone was calm and indifferent.

Since he was 10 years old, he had trained himself in the battlefield of adults and to protect
himself with spikes to the point where he had quickly forgotten how to speak to a person
gently.

His current tone was probably his gentlest.



Iu

“Ah, Bailey. It really is you!” Carmen jumped to him like she did when she was a kid before
lifting her head and cheered. “Oh my God. Bailey, you are lanky now!”

Bailey's green eyes were profound, but they did not reveal themselves to anyone at all. After
hearing her praise, he still nodded his head flatly. “Yes. I've grown up.”

His voice was only a little more gentle and a little less formal compared to the voice he used
for business meetings.

Yet, Carmen seemed to be used to his tone as she asked enthusiastically, “Why are you
here?”

He stoically answered, “I just happened to ride past here.”

But mainly, he was here to see someone.
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Of course, Bailey did not tell Carmen the truth because he was already used to concealing
his feelings.

He seemed to be taciturn like when he was a kid, but on the other hand, she was
loquacious. As a result, the two of them continued to chat while they walked together.

Bailey pushed his bike and Carmen followed beside him while talking about herself and
asking him questions.

“When | was studying at Eton College, one of my classmates was a relative of yours! |
wonder whether he greeted you for me. By the way, I've been paying attention to your
success for the past few years. Bailey, you really are brilliant. You are as brilliant as my
grandpa! What is your next step? You've already brought the Adams Insurance to this level
and | don’t think there is any possibility of improving it any better. Are you interested in
investing in artificial intelligence?”



She kept on rambling.

On the way to their destination, Carmen’s mouth just could not stop moving. Bailey only
answered her with a simple “Yes’, ‘| see’ and ‘I've seen that’, as if he was trying his best to
keep his words to a minimum.

Then, she skipped in front of him while he continued to push his bike with firm steps behind
her. As he gazed at her, the sunset helped to coat her tiny body with a layer of gold.

At that moment, her whole body was shining. She is still the angel in my memories.

Although he did not chat much with her and his attitude seemed alienating, he would gaze
at her every time she averted her eyes. | feel that silently looking at her is a kind of
happiness for me.

The two of them talked in tandem while they walked past the lake toward the educational
building. When they arrived near the building, Carmen suddenly patted her head. “Oh sh*t,
I’'m late!”

She actually forgot the time while chatting with Bailey. The moment she took a look at her
children’s wristwatch, she was shocked. “I'm doomed. The evening study started 15
minutes ago. Oh no!”

“Bailey, | need to leave now. I'm late for my evening study!”

After that, Carmen ran in a rush while Bailey watched her leave. As soon as he could no
longer see her, he rode his bike and wore his helmet before leaving.

While riding the bike, he thought, That children’s watch was given to her by her father, right?
Back then, after that incident with her parents, she kept on cherishing the last wristwatch
that her father gave her as a gift. To her, that watch has a significant meaning.

When he arrived at the school gate, he saw Nathan and Casper waiting for him in the guard
house.

“Bailey, where have you been? We've been waiting for you for so long!” Nathan asked as
soon as he saw Bailey.



However, Bailey did not stop as he replied in a monotonous tone, “l was lost.”
Nathan did not ask the second time.

It was impossible for Bailey to be lost on his way over there, but that was his personality. If
he did not want to talk about something, there was no point in asking him the second time.

Nathan and Bailey had known each other for more than 10 years. At that time, Bailey would
often visit Bayside University to play basketball, so they got together one day on the court;
after all, they were of the same age. Also, Nathan was a modest person, so he would
constantly ask Bailey for help in his academics.

Even though he used to help Michael to defeat Bailey, it did not seem to affect their gay-like
friendship afterward at all. Therefore, they would often hang out together to have a drink or
play basketball. Lately, they would even ride sports bikes together.

While they got on their bike and prepared to leave, Casper was drinking a cup of warm goji
berry that Theo gave him. When Casper saw that Nathan and Bailey were leaving, he
responded in a hurry, “Wait for me.”

Casper quickly went back to put the cup down. When Theo saw that they were leaving, he
said to Casper, “Cas, you should come more often and play with Carmen. She has been
heartbroken by love recently.”

Among the kids that grew up with Carmen, Theo still liked Casper the most. Sour Face’s
personality is too cold and arrogant, which most girls can’t stand. As for Ashton, he is
careless and doesn’t know how to take care of others. In the end, Casper is the best. Not
only is he handsome, he is also polite and knows how to take care of others. He’s much
better than that fake Taylor Murray. Although Casper and Carmen are relatives from the
Michel Family, their connection has been diluted after many generations, so it won’t matter.
Besides, the Michel Family also hopes that they can be together. If the two of them can be
together, that’'ll be perfect.

Naturally, Casper knew Theo’s intention, so he grinned. “Alright! ’'m now studying at
Bayside University, so I'll come to visit her more often in the future.”

After Theo nodded his head in relief, he seemed to remember something a second later and
halted Casper and reminded, “Um... Do you know about that... celebrity dance party?
Carmen has already received an invitation, so her mother has been preparing her dress for
the past few days!”



Casper immediately understood, so he made an ‘OK’ gesture to Theo. “Don’t worry. I’'m the
best at dancing. I'll return home and prepare my suit!”

Sophia entered the fashion industry more than a decade ago. In order to unite the entire
fashion industry in Bayside City to deal with the menacing Ronney Group, she founded the
Bayside City Fashion Society.

Starting from 10 years ago, the Bayside City Fashion Society would host a coming-of-age
party annually for the daughters of noble families who were stepping into society for the first
time.

The participants were all specifically chosen, so they needed to be the top ladies in Bayside
City who were transitioning to adulthood. For every young woman from noble families in
Bayside City, receiving the invitation to the Fashion Society’s dance party would be the
perfect coming-of-age present!

Based on Carmen’s background and personal requirements, it was no doubt that she would
be chosen for the party; it also helped that her mother was the chairwoman of the Fashion
Society.

However, the dance party only provided the venue, so the participants needed to bring their
own dresses and partners!

Sophia would be preparing the dress for Carmen. As for the partner... Theo was trying not
to be obvious.

After that, Casper happily rode away while feeling like a cheerful little bird. As soon as he
caught up to Nathan and Bailey at the front, he asked cheerfully, “Did you hear that?
Carmen is attending the dance party. She’ll definitely be the prettiest lady at the party!”

Sadly, no one answered him.

Nathan was feeling a little upset. | wonder if my beloved little sister will invite me to be her
dance partner? I’'m sure that the answer will be no because | don’t know how to dance!

When he was a young child, Sophia would hold his tiny hand and practice dancing with him,
but he was as stiff as a wooden puppet with strings.

As for Bailey, he remained silent with his lips pressed.



However, for some reason, Casper felt goosebumps all over his body, as if he was being
secretly targeted by someone.

When he remembered something, he asked Bailey, “When we were playing basketball, why
did you suddenly walk away alone?”

They initially planned to play basketball in the school and visit Carmen. She was now in her
senior year of high school and she was so busy that they could not even see her.

However, before even getting on the court, Bailey left without a word.

As expected, Casper did not receive any answers from him. He doesn’t seem to wear his
ears every time he comes outside. He always has this same attitude whenever we hang out
together.

The three of them rode their bikes and left.

On the way, Casper felt goosebumps all over him, as if a peerless monster was targeting
him.
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On the other side, the mathematics teacher caught hold of Carmen when she entered the
class. “Carmen, not only are you late, but you didn’t even hand in your assignment. | want
you to stand outside now!”

She looked at her mathematics teacher with a confused expression. | admit that I'm late,
but when did | not submit my assignment? | remember that | already handed it in.

Usually, the carefree Carmen would render the mathematics teacher speechless by refuting
him. Since he was furious and she did not want to argue with him, she decided to stand
outside as instructed.



As she calmly stood outside, she was met with many gloating eyes from the class.

Then, the mathematics teacher continued to explain the questions, which the class did
during the day. While feeling proud, he suddenly announced halfway through his lecture,
“Today, | want to praise two students—Flynn and Kimberly. These last two questions were
taken from a college entrance exam a few years ago. Back then, only a few people could
answer the question. | only changed the numbers in the questions, so it is still difficult, but
I'm surprised that they both were able to perfectly answer it! All their answers are absolutely
correct! They are the only two students in the class who solved the question! Give them a
round of applause!”

The whole class clapped their hands while Kimberly and Flynn gave a proud smile without
maintaining any modesty.

After the loud applause, Carmen, who was listening to class outside the door, casually said,
“Oh, they are so brilliant. Why don’t they come up and explain their answers to the class?”

The mathematics teacher quickly clapped his hands. “That'’s right. Come up! Kimberly, you
can explain the first question, and Flynn, you can explain the second one! Everyone, give
them another round of applause!”

Again, a loud applause was heard from the class, but this time, Kimberly and Flynn could not
smile as arrogantly as before. Quickly, their smiles faded while they became extremely
embarrassed.

“Teacher, m-my throat is feeling a little uncomfortable...” she stuttered as she tried to
swindle her way out of the situation. “I may not be able to speak..”

“I bet you copied the answers from somewhere!” Standing outside the door, Carmen spoke
directly. “How could two slackers like them answer such a difficult question? | really can't
believe it.”

Flynn immediately stood up and refuted, “Carmen, don’t you accuse us!”

She sneered in return. “Then, why don't you go up and explain? Flynn, didn’t you just win the
national mathematics competition for senior year high schoolers? Come—everyone, please



give a round of applause to the champion as he goes up the stage to explain the question to
everyone! | bet you have two ways to solve this question, so why don't you explain both?”

Carmen led everyone to clap their hands and stirred up the whole class. The math teacher
even stepped down from his position and said enthusiastically, “Come and explain. You
must have done something like this in the competition last time, so it must be easy for you.
Come up. I'll let you stand at my position. Kimberly has a sore throat, so why don't you
explain her question as well?”

Flynn did not even dare to move.

Only he knew how he won the competition. It was she who used a pinhole robot to take
pictures of the questions during the competition, so she could answer them outside the
venue before transmitting it inside to him by using high-tech communications. He even

copied the answers for the two questions today, which meant he knew nothing.

Amidst everyone’s applause, his face was visibly and rapidly getting darker.

In the end, there were three people standing in class for the whole evening study from
7.30PM to 9.30PM—one was punished for being late and not handing in her assignment
while the other two were punished for plagiarizing other people’s work.

The three of them stood outside class and enjoyed the gaze of the people walking past by.

At first, Flynn was still waiting for Carmen to talk to him on her own accord, but she kept on
standing in a daze—as if she did not want to talk to him at all. Her behavior was beginning
to make him feel anxious.

For her whole life, Kimberly had never been embarrassed like that before, so she felt
ashamed and angry as she gave Carmen a furious stare.

Unexpectedly, Flynn suddenly asked Carmen, “Who is that boy you met earlier?”

However, she kept her eyes closed and she was not in the mood to answer.

The veins on his forehead were starting to bulge and he suddenly went over to her and
grabbed her head. While gritting his teeth, he asked again, “Who is that boy you met earlier?”



Compared to the fact that she exposed him and Kimberly to the teacher for plagiarizing
other people’s assignments, he was more concerned about the identity of the boy that she
was intimate with earlier.

“Flynn?” Kimberly watched in disbelief. He's actually grabbing her hand.

However, Carmen immediately withdrew her hand and slowly opened her eyes. “It's none of
your f*cking business.”

“You..." Flynn stared at her, but he was panicking in his heart. The power and advantage that
he once thought he had was now completely gone for some reason because he finally
realized that he never truly understood the girl. “I can’t believe you've quickly found a new
boyfriend. Carmen, you really are a surprise to me!”

Even so, she still would not reply to him.

However, the more she ignored him, the angrier he became, so he lowered his voice and
threatened her fiercely. “If you are doing this just to get my attention, I'm telling you that it'll
only anger me. | won't let him go that easily!”

Carmen opened her eyes again and looked at him thoroughly without giving him an answer.
Instead, a breath of rage came out of her nostrils and she seemed to smile before
continuing to close her eyes.

On the sidelines, Kimberly was so furious that her nose and eyes were filled with blood. Who
do they think | am? Am | invisible to them? How dare he ‘flirt’ with her right in front of me!

Today, Flynn was determined to know who that boy was, so he stretched out his hand again
to grab her, but suddenly, he heard a voice. “Eh? Carmen, why are you here? Shouldn’t you be
in class right now?”

The three of them concurrently looked at the source of the voice and saw Casper on the
other end of the corridor. At that moment, he had already changed into casual clothes,
which was the popular men’s casual blue cotton shirt along with a plaid scarf, making his
appearance look clean and cheerful.

It's him!



As Casper walked toward them, Flynn instinctively wanted to stand between him and
Carmen. However, she had walked past him and headed toward Casper in surprise. “Cas,
why are you here?”

Casper dangled the car keys in his hand and replied, “Your grandpa said that he is getting
too old to guard the gates in the cold night, so he returned home first and asked me to pick
you up. My car is now parked in his spot.” Then, he asked again. “Why are you standing
outside? | thought your uncle, Hope, is your class teacher. Is he willing to punish you?”

She almost flew to him and covered his mouth because he had exposed all her secrets.
“What?” Flynn was the first to be shocked. “Our class teacher, Mr. Fletcher, is your uncle?!”

He always knew about Hope's background, but it was the first time he heard that their
teacher was actually Carmen’s uncle. That means she is a member of the Fletcher Family,
who is Bayside City’s military force... Does that mean Theo Fletcher, who is the security
guard at the gate, is actually Hope's brother? Who is her grandpa? H-How is this possible?

Coincidentally, the bell rang, which meant that school was over, so Carmen took the chance
to flee the scene. “Cas, wait for me here. I'll go and take my bag.”

She rushed to her class to grab her bag and wrap herself with her scarf before leaving with
Casper in a hurry.

Upon watching them leave, Flynn furiously followed them. Let’'s see who Cas actually is!
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Therefore, the two of them walked together in front while someone followed them from
behind. However, they had already noticed Flynn following them, so Casper turned and
glanced at him. “He is..”"

Carmen coldly answered, “My ex-boyfriend.”



Suddenly, he stopped and turned toward Flynn. Then, he removed his gloves to reveal his
hands. “You are Flynn, right? | know you—you are Carmen’s ex-boyfriend. Hello. I'm Casper,
Carmen’s current boyfriend and we grew up together. | just returned from Northern Europe.”

Current boyfriend? Casper? So, Cas is actually his nickname. She also has a friend in
Northern Europe whom she grew up with? Why don’t | know all of this? “Carmen Fletcher,
what else have you not told me?” Flynn felt as though he had been lied to for a long while, so
he was furious as he questioned her.

She angrily answered, “There’s a lot of things I've never told you! Cas, let's go!”

Carmen was not in the mood to correct Casper’s actions, so she held his hand before the
two of them went toward the open-space carpark. It's better for Flynn to know that | now
have an awesome boyfriend. Let’s see if he dares to bully me from now on!

Upon seeing them leaving while holding their hands, Flynn grew jealous as he followed them
in anger. | want to see what kind of car Casper drives. It's so obvious that this poor lad can't
afford a good car. | must mock him ruthlessly and tell him to get the hell out of here as soon
as possible.

After a few steps, they arrived at the open-space, but the lights were a bit dim, so they could
not figure out which vehicle was Capser’s car. Then, Casper took out his car keys and
pressed the button, which activated the fingerprint lock. With a beep, the car drove out of
the spot by itself.

A strange light rose in the car park as a sports car emerged from the light. Silently, the
gull-wing door car was activated. On the car logo, there was a ‘dragon’ symbol, which looked
gorgeous and smooth since it was the combination of both the art and the military
industries.

The Dragon Sports Car was a sports car that was jointly engineered by Ronney Group and
Michel Group. A genuine Dragon Sports Car had a gorgeous appearance that was produced
by Ronney Group and a powerful engine that was made by the Michel Military Enterprise.
Both its appearance and performance was top-notch, which was why many people were
crazy for it.



At that moment, Flynn was dumbfounded on the spot. This car... can’t be bought by an
ordinary person. What was even stranger to him was that Carmen did not seem to be
surprised by the sports car as she spoke casually, “Why did you choose this car? The
gull-wing doors aren’t even practical at all.”

While chatting, the two of them entered the car and the engine started as soon as the doors
were shut. A few seconds later, the car drove away and Flynn was no longer able to hear the
rest of their conversation.

“When you are 18, your mom will definitely give you an even prettier car.”

After Casper drove away in his car, Flynn was so furious that he kicked the air a few times
before leaving unsatisfyingly. It's just a lousy car... In the future, I'll definitely own a car like
that. | can’t believe Carmen is this sort of person. She is greedy and vain that she can just
walk away with someone in his sports car. What makes her different from those girls who
became a mistress at a young age?

However, in the dark, the whole scene was captured by a camera.

Carmen sat inside Casper’s car and left the school. He was a very particular person, so the
inside of the car was spotless. Not only was there an automatic vacuum cleaner, but he
even sprayed the whole place with a fragrant perfume. Just like his personality, the car was
fresh and clean. There was always a classical and mysterious smell lingering around him
that was exactly the same as his dad's.

“What is Mr. Psychic doing lately?” she suddenly asked him. | don't seem to recall seeing
Daniel recently.

He smiled and shook his head. “What else can he be doing? There are 365 days in a year.
For 100 days, he would remain in Reverie Mountain to deceive others. Then, he would spend
another 100 days scamming everyone in Bayside City before traveling around the globe for
another 100 days to con others. As for the remaining 56 days, he would stay with my
mother in Northern Europe to continue conning members of her family.”

The poor Casper was abandoned ever since he was a kid and he was left with a bunch of
younger siblings to take care of. Not only was he required to play the role as a parent, he
also needed to be a responsible big brother, so he became very independent and caring at a
young age.



Not long after leaving the school, Carmen saw a food stall beside the road that was selling
roasted sweet potatoes. She told Casper to stop the car before going down to buy two
sweet potatoes for them to eat.

The sweet and fragrant sweet potato was the same as the ones grown in the farm. As she
ate the delicious sweet potatoes with Casper in the car while enjoying the heater, she said to
him, “Cas, let me tell you something. Don’t simply tell others that you're my boyfriend. If my
mom knows about it, she'll think it's real. My grandpa may even chop you up to make
minced meat eggplants. Are you not going to eat this half? Then, give it to me. I'm ravished.”

Casper only ate half a sweet potato as he gave the remainder to her. Then, he supported his
chin with one arm while staring at her gleefully. “| always wanted to be your boyfriend,
though. When you were a kid, didn't you say that you wanted to marry me once we were
adults?”

Carmen resignedly replied, “At that time, | wanted to marry a lot of people. | even wanted to
marry Nicholas!”

He wiped his hands and revealed his clean fingers before rolling out his sandalwood
bracelet to set up his formation. “Come, let me predict your future to see if you'll marry me
in this life. Just wait till I'm done with my calculation. And don't interrupt...

“Cut it out..” Carmen opened his hands. “Casper, | know all about your father’s tricks. Back
then, he even sold my mom to my dad for 80,000. It’s all just a trick.”

However, Casper intended on carrying out his calculation. Carmen could not stop him, so
she let him be while he pretended to be serious, as if he was calculating something with his
fingers. Even without this, | already have an answer inside me.

Just when the answer was about to come out earnestly from Casper’s mouth, Carmen'’s
phone rang. Her ringtone was still a song from a traditional opera, ‘The Drunken Concubing’,
that her father sang.

The call was from an unregistered number.
“Hello. Who is this?”

On the other side, there was a sexy and mysterious voice of a man. “Your mother asked me
to come and pick you up.”



“Eh?” She then lifted her head and confusedly looked at Casper. Didn’t she already send
Casper to come pick me up? Why did she send another person? I'm not some precious
endangered animal, so do | really need many people to pick me up? “Who is this—"

Suddenly, someone knocked a few times on the window of Casper’s luxurious car. Knock!
Knock! Knock!

The sound was crisp and firm. As soon as the two people inside the car turned toward the
window at the same time, they realized that someone was already standing outside for a
while. The person was riding Theo's old bike, which he usually used to ride to work, with one
hand holding his phone while the other knocked on the car window.

That same person was now wearing Theo'’s military coat with a black scarf that covered his
neck and half of his face. With the military coat and ushanka hat, Carmen initially thought he
was Hope, but the voice was not the same. Also, the person had a pair of green eyes. His
green eyes flickered like two searchlights shining on the people inside the car.

As Carmen remembered the voice in the phone, she glanced at the person’s appearance and
his green eyes once more. At first, she thought that she had mistaken him for someone. She
knew someone with green eyes as well as someone with a military coat, but when she saw
the person with green eyes in a military coat, she was a little confused.
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Bailey wore a cold face outside the car and his eyes were almost void of warmth. He
reached out again to knock on the car window while speaking through the phone, “Come
down.”

At the same time, his voice was transmitted through the phone. “Come down.”

Carmen was totally startled. It really is Bailey!



While she was dumbfounded, she opened the door and exited the car. She could see that he
had placed his phone in the basket of the bicycle while wearing a military coat. Then, he had
climbed on the old bicycle with his imposing stature before he faced the rear end of the bike
toward her to show the cushion on the back of the seat. “Come on up.”

He was acting in a mysterious manner, so Carmen wanted to approach him and ask, Why is
he here? Why is he wearing a military coat and an ushanka hat while riding an old bicycle?
Why did he come to pick me up?

As she was about to rock up to Bailey, she could hear Casper calling from behind, “Carmen,
where are you going? Bailey, why are you here?”

Without answering Casper, Bailey repeated, “Come on up. Let’s go.”
He sounded like he was giving an order as if he would not accept any refusal.

Carmen responded to Casper in a hurry, “Cas, I'll be going home with Bailey.”

Immediately, Casper waved his hands and looked at the weather outside in disbelief. “Are
you sure? The temperature is below zero degrees out there! Are you two really going to ride
a bike home?”

However, she already sat on the back seat of Bailey’s bicycle as she tightly held onto his
military coat. Without saying a word, Bailey pedaled his bike away. Before leaving, he glared
at Casper and his sports car with his wolf-like green eyes.

“Hey, Bailey! What are you doing?”

Sadly, Casper could not hear their reply as Bailey rode the bike away with a creaking sound.
Bailey and Carmen soon disappeared in the dim street lights at the end of the street.

After that, they entered an alley, which was a much faster route to return home. Every day,
Theo would ride his bicycle through the alley to work and it only took him 10 to 20 minutes
to arrive there.



Casper followed resignedly in his car as he tried to catch up to them, but sadly, his sports
car was unable to squeeze into the small alley, so he could only head home first and wait
there.

While sitting on Bailey’s bike, Carmen could feel her heart racing. Why did Bailey show up
here in grandpa’s military coat? Why is he riding the bike through this alley?

It was obvious that he could not recognize the road because he had his phone in front of
him in the basket. The navigation was turned on as he rode carefully under the dim street
lights.

It was already 10PM and the temperature was extremely cold. Carmen used her scarf to

cover her mouth and neck while hiding behind Bailey to block herself from the blowing wind.
She had many questions to ask, but she seemed too embarrassed to give voice to it.

Although it was not that difficult to bring her along for the ride, his body was still covered in
a thin layer of sweat. From behind, she could see him panting while his white breath rose
from his mouth.

The night was so dark that they could only see themselves.

She thought that the atmosphere was weird yet warm. “Bailey, how did you know I'm here?
Did my mom ask you to come here?”

He simply answered, “Yes."

The children’s wrist watch that she was reluctant to throw away had a built-in tracker, which
allowed her mother to effortlessly locate her. It was no surprise that Bailey could find her
beside a sweet potato stall with such ease.

Carmen asked again, “How did you meet my mom? Did you visit our house?”
llYeS."
“Did you return with Nate?”

As usual, Bailey replied, “Yes.”

Carmen was rendered speechless. Can't you say something else?



It was obvious that Bailey was an extremely taciturn person.

In the middle of the night, the whole world fell into silence. The only thing left that could be
heard was their breath and the creaking sound of the bicycle.

Carmen touched the thick military coat that he was wearing before quietly placing her head
against her back. Maybe he won't notice since the coat is thick.

The bicycle shuttled through the alley in the silent night. Occasionally, one or two people
and dogs would show up.

The night was so dark that Carmen did not even realize that they were actually riding further
away from home. At first, she thought that it was an illusion, but as the surroundings around
her became more unfamiliar, she realized that they were heading in the wrong direction.

Finally, she realized the situation. “Bailey, stop. | think we are lost.”

Bailey stopped and picked up his phone to check the navigation system. He had a look at
the map and matched it with the direction that they were heading. | think we are really lost...

The alley extended to all directions and every route looked the same.

They went in the opposite direction at the intersection earlier, which caused them to ride
further away from home.

Upon seeing that they were even further away from home, Carmen felt upset as she let out a
sigh. “We are so far away from home.”

However, Bailey seemed to look guilty as he remained silent.
She lifted her head and looked at him. “Bailey, are you really bad at directions?”
Without saying a word, he nodded.

Carmen mumbled, “Then, our only option is to go back the way that we came from. It's not
that far. We'll be there in a minute.”

Bailey nodded silently while the night covered the mysterious smile hanging from the corner
of his lips.



Afterward, he pushed the bike while the two of them walked home. On the way, she
continued to talk to him.

“Bailey, how long will you be staying in Bayside City this time?”

Finally, he had more to say. ‘I predict that I'll be here for a while. I'll be focusing my work in
Bayside City for a period of time.”

“| see..”

The two of them went silent for a moment before she asked again, “Bailey, will you visit our
house often in the future? Are you working together with my mom again?”

The Ronney Group and Adams Group would often collaborate with each other—since Sophia
often bought insurance for her company’s luxurious products and it would usually be bulk
orders.

Bailey nodded. “I've bought a house near your home.”

“Eh?” Carmen was so shocked that she stopped in her tracks. “You've bought a house near
my home? Which one did you buy? Why would you buy a house in the old city area? Most of
the houses here are old!”

Bailey calmly answered, “I bought the one beside your family’s pigpen. I'm now neighbors
with your Uncle Callum.”

The pigpen... Back then, Sophia had bought her ex-boyfriend’s house to raise the pigs that
Carmen caught from the farm and she named it the pigpen. Afterward, Callum also bought a
house next to the pigpen. | can’t believe that Bailey knows all about this.

Upon the pigpen and her pigs being mentioned, she could not help but remember her father,
Michael. | really was reckless back then. When | wanted to raise pigs, he would actually
bring some pigs back for me. When | wanted a camel, he would also let me keep one. One
day, | said that | hoped that the most handsome prince would come to pick me up after
school. On that day itself, | immediately saw him dressed up as a prince to come and pick
me up as soon as | came out of kindergarten. There was one time that | wanted Doctor
Invincible to hold a parents meeting, so he brought his original costume from the crew and
wore makeup to hold a parents meeting. All of my friends in kindergarten were jealous of
me! | really have the world’s best father.



The moment she thought of Michael, the talkative Carmen seemed to have quietened down
as she walked silently with her head down and blankly stared at her feet.

Bailey probably noticed that he had said the wrong words, so he stopped delving deep into
the earlier subject. He also did not ask why she stopped talking about it. Instead, he
suddenly took something hot out of his hands while it was still steaming.

She exclaimed, “Ah! A roasted sweet potato! When did you buy it?”

“I bought it when | picked you up,” he answered while splitting the sweet potato into two
halves. He gave the bigger half to her while he ate the smaller half.



