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Uponhearingthatcommand,theduocouldonlyexchangeglances.

Knowingthatitwouldn’tdothemanygoodtocauseascene,bothofthemsimplyfollowedthe

phantomsoldiers’lead…

Eventually,theyarrivedatwhatappearedtobeapalaceofsortswithinthecity…

Afterbeingledin,thetwosoonsawanarmor-cladghostsittingatopathrone,lookingallhighand

mighty…

Unbeknownsttothem,theghostwentbythenameofYohrGod,andhewastherulerofPhantomCity.

“Yourhighness!Wecapturedthesetwoforeignersinourcity’stown!”reportedoneofthephantom

soldiersastwoothersledGeraldandReyforward.

Uponhearingthat,YohrgottohisfeetbeforesquintinghiseyesatGerald…

Afterawhile,Yohrwaspromptedtosay,“…You’requitethespecialone!”

“Thankyou,though…Whoareyouagain…?”askedGeraldinacomposedtone.

Boomingwithlaughter,Yohrthenreplied,“You…don’tevenknowwhoIam?Youtrulyhavesomenerve

cominghereifyoudon’tevenrecognizeme!”



“He’sourcity’smagnificentking,YohrGod!”snappedoneofthephantomsoldiersstandingattheside.

Hearingthat,GeraldandReycouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlysurprised.Tothinkthattherewouldactually

beaghostkinghere!

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldfeltthatitwasbestnottoimmediatelyoffendthesepeople.Itwas

honestlyamusinghowGeraldwastheonetryingtobereasonablewithactualghostsinsteadofthe

otherwayaround.

Regardless,Geraldthensaid,“Justsoyouknow,we’renotheretocauseanytrouble!We’resimply

passingthroughthemostfeminineplace!”

“Passingthrough?Whereexactlyareyouheadedto?”askedYohrinamuchsternervoicenow.

“I’mofftoseekthePhangrottomClan!”declaredGerald,seeingnoreasontolie.

Evenso,uponhearingGerald’sanswer,Yohr’sexpressioninstantlygrewgloomyashesaid,“Youcan’t

beserious.Incaseyoudidn’tknow,anyonewhobargesintotheirterritorywilldefinitelysufferaterrible

fate!Doyouhonestlythinkyoucanmakeitbackinonepiecewithjustthetwoofyou?Howutterly

ridiculous!”

WatchingasYohrthensnorteddisdainfullywhileglaringatthem,Geraldsimplychuckledbeforesmiling

ashereplied,“ButofcourseI’mserious.Whywouldn’tIheadtherewhenevenyoucalledmea‘special

one’?”

“Areyoutalkingbacktome?Areyoutryingtocourtdeathorsomething?!”growledYohrasheinstantly



transformedintoadarkfogthatboltedtowardGerald!

Inbarelyasplitsecond,YohrwasalreadystandinginchesawayfromGerald’sfeet,hiseyesglaring

straightintotheyouth’s.

“Aren’tyouafraidofdeathatall?”scoffedYohrashecontinuedstaringatGerald.

“Hah!AsifI’dcomehereinthefirstplaceifIwasafraidofdying!Regardless,perhapsthiswillanswer

yourquestion!”retortedGeraldwithasnortasheseparatedhisspiritfromhisbody!

StaringatGerald’sghostform,thesurprisedYohrcouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“…Soyou’reacultivator

who’shalfhumanandghost?Colormesurprised!”

WhileYohrwaswellawarethatthereexistedotherhalfhumanandghostcultivatorslikeGerald,healso

knewthatthesehybridcultivatorsweregenerallymuchstrongerandhadwaymorecapabilitiesthan

fullyhumanones.

Withthatinmind,Yohrthenturnedtofacehisphantomsoldiersbeforeordering,“…Untiethem!”

AfterwatchingthesoldiersdoYohr’sbidding,Geraldthenreturnedtohisbody.

Reyhimselfhadbeenshockedsilentthisentiretime.Basedonwhathehadjustwitnessed,henow

knewhowthatinnkeeperhadendedupgettingalltieduptheotherday.Afterall,justlikewhathad

happenedmomentsago,Gerald’sphysicalbodyhadgoneunconsciouswhilehewasinhisghostform.If

Reyrememberedcorrectly,thiswassimilartohavinganout-of-bodyexperience!
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“…Leaveusbe!Allofyou!”orderedYohrathissoldiers,promptingthephantomsoldierstoquickly

leavetheroom…

Oncetheyweregone,YohrimmediatelygesturedforGeraldandReytotakeaseatbeforelookingat

Geraldandasking,“Nowthen…IwonderhowIshouldaddress,goodsir?”

“IgobyGeraldCrawford!”

Noddinginresponse,YohrthenturnedtolookatRey,cueingtheboytoadd,“YoucanjustcallmeRey!”

“Isee,Isee…Apleasuretomeetbothofyou,GeraldandRey.IadmitthatImayhavebeenabit

offensiveearlier…Withthatinmind,Idohopethatyoudon’ttakethattoheart!”saidYohrina

respectfultoneashesmiledsubtly.

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandReywererightfullyconfused.Afterall,Yohr’sattitudetowardthemhad

justtakenacompleteone-eighty!

“…Wedon’t.Regardless,wereallyarejusthopingtopassthroughPhantomCitytoaccomplish

somethingimportantelsewhere!Withthatinmind,Ihopeyou’lljustletusgo!”repliedGerald,not

wantingtowasteanymoretimethanheneededtohere.Everysecondcountedwhenitcameto

obtainingthePhangrottomTalisman…

“Ofcourse,ofcourse…Butbeforethat,IdohaveafavorI’dliketoaskfromyou!”saidYohr.



“…Afavor?”askedGeraldinreturn.

“Indeed!Essentially,Ihopethatyou’llbringaPhangrottomJadebackonceyou’redonewithyour

mission!”saidYohrasheretrievedasheetofpaperfromunderhisarmorbeforehandingittoGerald.

AftertakingthepaperandlookingatthesketchofthePhangrottomJade,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,

“…Andwhydoyouneedthisjade?”

“That…I’mafraidIcan’ttellyouaboutthatforthetimebeing…However,I’lldefinitelytellyoumore

aboutitonceyoubringitback!”repliedYohrinanalmostpleadingtone.

“…Fine.Consideritdone!”saidGeraldsincehejustwantedtoleavethisplacealready.

“Iappreciateit,GeraldandRey!I’llgetmymentoescortyououtrightthisinstant!”declaredYohrwith

awidesmileonhisfaceasheorderedforhissoldierstore-entertheroom.

Escortedbythephantomsoldiers,GeraldandReythenleftPhantomCityrathereasily…andsoonafter,

theygottoQuayWaves.

QuayWavesitselfwasalargeoceanthatseparatedthePhantomCityfromtheterritoryofthe

PhangrottomClan.Withthatinmind,theduowouldhavetoscaletheoceaninordertogettotheir

destination.However,howweretheygoingtodoit?

“…Aretherenoboatstoridetocrossthisocean?”askedGeraldashelookedatoneofthephantom

soldiers.

“Negative.We’veneverbeenthereeither,soevenifwehadboats,wewouldn’tknowhowtogetthere.



Regardless,thisiswhereourescortends.Therestisuptoyou,”repliedthephantomsoldierastherest

ofthemnoddedbeforequicklyridingbacktothecity…

Watchingasthesoldiersleft,GeraldandReycouldn’thelpbutfeelthattheyhadjustbeendeserted.

“…Well…Whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford…?”askedRey.

Geraldhimselfappearedratherperplexed.Tothinkthatthisoceanwouldbethelargesthurdleoftheir

journeyyet!

Lookingaround,Geraldsawthattherereallyweren’tanyboatsaround.Didtheyactuallyhavetoresort

toswimming…?Thenagain,Geraldknewbetterthantoactuallyattempttoscaleanoceanjustby

swimming…
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“…I’msurethere’sawayacross!Itjusthasn’tshownitselfyet!”declaredGeraldasheimmediately

begansearchingforwaystocrossthelargeoceans.

Seeingthat,Reybegandoingthesame.However,evenafterquiteawhilehadpassed,theywereunable

tofindanysuitablemodesoftransportation.

Withthat,theduocouldonlysitbythebeach,hopingforamiracletoappear…

“…Say,Mr.Crawford…?Doyoureallythinkthatashipwillcomeifwejustwaitaround…?”mutteredRey

ashelookedatthesky.



“Ibelieveinmiracles,soyes.Yes,Ido,”repliedGeraldinaconfidenttone.

Thesecondhissentenceended,alowrumblecouldsuddenlybeheardcomingfromtheocean…

Gettingtotheirfeet,theduowatchedwide-eyedastheoceanbeganbubblingandthewavesbeganto

part…!Withinseconds,whatappearedtobeasolidifiedwaterypathappearedrightatoptheocean’s

surface!

Exchangingglanceswitheachother,thedelightedGeraldcouldn’thelpbutsay,“See?Miraclesdo

exist!”

BeforeReycouldevenreply,Geraldwasalreadyrushingovertothewaterypath…anduponsteppingon

it,Geraldfeltthatthepath—thatwasformedbyseawater—wassofttowalkon,almostasthoughhe

waswalkingonanaircushion…

Seeingthatitwassafetowalkon,ReyquicklyranafterGerald…Andafterrealizingthathetoocould

walkonwater,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“How…Howtrulymagical,Mr.Crawford…!”

ThiswasnaturallyafirstforRey,whichexplainedwhyhewassoshocked.Still,tothinkthathewouldbe

abletoactuallyexperiencewalkingonwaterinhislifetime!Suchsceneswereusuallyreservedfor

televisiondramas!

Whateverthecasewas,bothofthemquicklybeganproceedingacrossthewaterypath…andafter

walkingforabouttenminutes,theduowasfinallyabletoseethesolepieceoflandattheendofQuay



Waves…

Theland,ofcourse,wastheterritoryofthePhangrottomClan,andasidefromGeraldandRey,only

sevenotherspiritexplorershadevermanagedtocomethisfar…

Eitherway,thesecondtheysteppedonland,thewaterypathbehindthemquicklydisappeared…

Noticingthepresenceofastonetablettotheirleft,theduowalkedoverandsawthatthewords,

‘PhangrottomClan’hadbeencarvedintoit.Besidethetablet,wasagiganticstonestatuethatwas

modeledafteroneofthepastrulersofthePhangrottomClan.Fromhowgranditlooked,itwasevident

thatthestatuesymbolizedhowsupremetherulerwas…

Regardless,uponconfirmingthattheywereattherightplace,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“We’re

finallyhere,Mr.Crawford!Tothinkthatwe’dmakeithereinonepiece!”

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenretrievedthekeytothelargeentranceofthePhangrottomClan’s

territory—thathehadobtainedfromTorme—beforeinsertingitintothedoor…

Afterturningit,aloudrumblecouldbeheardasthelargeentrancebeganshakingratherviolently…and

withinseconds,theentrancetothePhangrottomClan’sterritorywasopened.

Thefirstsightthatgreetedthemwasseveralstatuesthatappearedtobemodeledafterindividualsfrom

thePhangrottomClan.Forsomereason,Geraldfeltthatthestatueshadbeenplacedtherefora

reason…

Eitherway,thankstohowperceptiveGeraldwas,hewasabletorealizeintimethatavolleyofarrows

hadjustbeenshottowardthemfrominside!



“Duck!”yelledGeraldasheimmediatelypushedReytothesideoftheentrance.

Geraldhimselfwasjustintimetohavehisbackagainsttheoppositesideoftheentranceashundredsof

arrowsbeganshootingout!

HadGeraldreactedanyslower,bothofthemwould’vesurelyendedupbecomingarrow-filledcorpses

bynow…!
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Asitturnedout,thereweretrapslitteredallovertheplaceheretopreventintrudersfromentering…

Eitherway,itwasonlyafewminuteslaterbeforearrowsfinallystoppedshootingout…

Oncetheyweresurethatthecoastwasclear,theduothencautiouslypeekedbeyondthedooragain…

Turningtolookatthecountlessarrowslitteredontheground,Reycouldn’thelpbutgulpashe

muttered,“…Thankgodyoureactedsoquickly,Mr.Crawford…Otherwise,wewould’vesurelybeen

piercedtohighheaven!”

“Indeed…I’massumingevenmoretrapsawaitusinside.Withthatinmind,dobecarefulandstickclose

tome!Neverwalkaroundrandomly,understand?”repliedGerald.



“Youdon’thavetotellmetwice,Mr.Crawford…!”repliedthestillslightlyrattledRey.

EvenifGeraldhadn’tsaidthat,Reywould’vestilldonethesame.Asifhe’ddaretoevenmovefivefeet

awayfromGeraldafterwitnessingallthat!

Regardless,theduothencautiouslybeganenteringthearea…

Meanwhile,backintherealworld,JunoandYrsaweresimplywaitingfortheduo’sreturnatMr.Bate’s

place.SincetheyhadnoideawhenGeraldandReywouldreturn,alltheycoulddoatthemomentwas

waitthere.

“Howmuchlongerwilltheyremaininthere,Mr.Bates…?”askedJuno.

“IwishIcouldanswerthat…Afterall,evenIdon’tknowwhatcouldhappenthere…Wecanonlyhope

thattheirfortuneprotectsthemthere…”repliedMr.Bates.

Whilehisreplywasvague,Junoreallycouldn’tbebotheredaboutit.Afterall,inhermind,sheonly

hopedthatthetwowouldmakeasafereturn…

Itwasatthatmomentwhenallthreeofthemsuddenlyheardwhisperscomingfromwithinthenearby

forests…

Raisingabrow,Junoturnedtolookatthesourceofthevoices…andtohershock,thespeakers

appearedtobetheSoulHuntersfrombefore!Tothinkthattheyhadmanagedtosurvivetheincident

thathadbefallenthembackatthewoodenbridge!



“Mr.Bates!It’stheSoulHunters!”saidJuno.

Snortinginresponse,Mr.Batesthenreplied,“Theyjustdon’tknowwhentogiveup,dothey?”

Uponhearingthat,JunoandYrsaweremomentarilystunned.TothinkthatMr.Batesknewabout

them…

“Leavefromthebackandfindsomeplacetohide.I’llbedealingwiththem,anduntilIsayit’ssafeto

comeout,remainhidden!”orderedMr.Bates.

“Gotit!Becareful,Mr.Bates!”repliedJunoasshequicklyheldontoYrsa’shandbeforeleadingherout

thebackdoor…

Barelyevensecondsaftertheyleft,thecloakedmancouldbeseenbargingintoMr.Bate’scourtyard

withseveralSoulHunters.

Seeingthat,Mr.Bateswalkedoutandsimplystaredatthecloakedmanrightintheeye…

Smilingsubtly,thecloakedmanthenstaredbackatMr.Batesbeforesaying,“Beenquiteawhile,Mr.

Bates!”

“Howhaveyoustillnotgivenup,Leandro?”repliedMr.Bateswithoutbeatingaroundthebush.

ThemanMr.BateswassquintingatwentbyLeandroZaborowski,andhewastheleaderoftheSoul

Hunters…



LaughingaloudafterhearingMr.Bate’sstatement,Leandrothenshamelesslydeclared,“ButofcourseI

haven’t!Iwon’tstopuntilI’veobtainedthePhangrottomTalisman!OnceIfinallyhaveit,I’llbeableto

ruleovertheghostworldandmakeeveryonethereobeyme!”

“Hah!Andthat’sexactlywhyyou’llneverbeabletoobtainit,Leandro!”sneeredMr.Bates.
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Uponhearingthat,murderousintentinstantlyflashedacrossLeandro’seyes!Withinasplitsecond,

Leandro’spalmwasalreadyinchesawayfromMr.Bate’schest!

However,Mr.Bateshadanticipatedtheattack!Withthat,theirtwopalmsclashed,sendingpowerful

shockwavesflyingallovertheplace!Howabsolutelypowerful…!

Naturally,thetwoweren’tabouttostopthere,andtheduocontinuedexchangingblowafterblow!

Witnessingallthisfromafar,JunoandYrsacouldn’thelpbutfeelstunned.TothinkthatMr.Bates

possessedsuchpowerfulmartialartsskills!Afterall,hewasabletobeonparwithLeandro’sstrength!

Withhowthingsweregoing,however,itwashonestlyquitehardtoseewhowasmorepowerful…

NotlongafterJunohadthatthought,Mr.BatesfailedtoreactintimetooneofLeandro’sattacks,

causinghiseyestowidenasLeandro’spalmhithimsquareinthechest!

SnortingcontemptuouslyashewatchedMr.Batesspurtbloodouthismouth,Leandrothensneered,

“Boldofyoutothinkthatyoucanstillhandleyoungpeople,youoldb*stard!”



Followingthat,LeandrokickedMr.Batesrightinhisstomach,sendingtheoldmanflyingbackward!

Landingquiteadistanceaway,Mr.Bates—whowasnowlyingontheground—wasunabletoevencrawl

backupanymore…

Sadly,hisagewasthefactorthatdisallowedtheoldmanfromwinningagainstLeandro.Therewas

simplynocompetingagainstayoungerperson’sspeed…

Regardless,Juno’sfuryinstantlyflaredupwhenshesawwhathadjusthappened.Whileshewantedto

gosavehim,sheknewthatifsherevealedherself,notonlywouldsheexposeYrsaandherselftodanger,

butshewouldalsoletMr.Batesdown.

Bitingherlowerlip,allsheandYrsacoulddowascontinuetohelplesslywatchasMr.Batescontinued

gettingbeatenupbyLeandro…

However,shortlyafter,aSoulHunterdonningpurpleattirecamerunningovertoreport,“Leader!

We’vefoundquiteanumberoffootstepsintheforestnearby!”

“Oh?”repliedLeandroasheimmediatelydraggedMr.Batestohisfeet.

“Tellme…Didfourindividualscomelookingforyou?Didyouopentheportalforthem,youold

b*stard?”interrogatedLeandroasheglaredatMr.Bates.

Inresponse,however,theinfuriatedMr.BatessimplyspatatLeandro’sfacebeforeyelling,“LikeI’dtell

youthat!”

“Youmother*cker…!Justperishthen!”roaredLeandrobeforeinstantlysnappingMr.Bates’sneck!



Witnessingthat,JunoandYrsacouldonlyclosetheireyesastearsbeganrollingdowntheircheeks…To

thinkthatMr.Bateshaddiedjusttoprotectthem…

“Leadmetothefootstepsandwe’llfollowthemwherevertheylead!Also,bringthisb*stard’scorpse

along!”instructedLeandroashissubordinatesimmediatelydidastheyweretold.

Followingthat,itwasn’tlongafterbeforethegrouparrivedattheStonehengelookalike…Uponseeing

that,Leandrocouldinstantlytellthatthiswaswheretheportaltothemostfeminineplacecouldbe

opened.

Takingacloserlookatthestonepillarinthecenterofthestructure,Leandrofoundthattherewere

bloodstainsleftbehind.Puttingtwoandtwotogether,hethenreturnedtoMr.Bates’scorpseandlifted

theoldman’shand…Andtrueenough,therewasaratherrecentcutmarkthere…

Whileallthiswashappening,unbeknownsttoLeandroandhismen,JunoandYrsahadsecretlybeen

tailingthem…
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Regardless,LeandrothenorderedhismentoslitMr.Bates’sneck.Withhowfreshthecorpsewas,blood

immediatelybeganflowingout…

Asitturnedout,theywereunwillingtoletMr.Batesrestinpeaceevenaftermercilesslykillinghim…

Howabsolutelyinhumane…

Evenso,thisperfectlyexplainedwhyMr.BateshadbeensoreluctanttohelpLeandroandhis

subordinates.Withthatinmind,itmadesensewhytheoldmanhadchosentodieratherthan

compromisewithsuchaperson.

ThoughLeandrothoughthewassmartbyobtainingMr.Bates’sbloodtoactivatetheStonehenge

lookalike,hequicklyfoundoutthatitwasn’taseasyasheimagined.

Afterall,evenafterheorderedhissubordinatestopourMr.Bates’sbloodontothestonepillar,nothing

happened.

“D*mnit!”scowledtheangryLeandroashisfuryraisedevenfurther.

Unabletocontainhisanger,heretrievedaknifebeforeslowlywalkingovertoMr.Bates’scorpse…and

torelievehiswrath,hebeganslicingthecorpseup!Howunbearablycruel!

EventheotherSoulHunterscouldonlyquiverinfearastheywatchedtheirleadercommitthose

heinousacts.Noneofthemevendaredtomakeasoundforfearthathewouldventhisangerouton

themnext.

Oncehecalmeddownalittle,Leandroglaredathissubordinatesbeforeordering,“Setupcamphere!

We’rewaitingforthemtoreturn!”



Sincehewasn’tgoingtobeabletoenterthatplace,allhecoulddowaswaitforGeraldandhispartyto

return…

Whateverthecasewas,theotherSoulHuntersimmediatelygottowork,notdaringtowasteanytime

forfearthatLeandro’sangerwouldsparkagain.Fearwasapparentlyagreatmotivatorsincethemen

wereabletosetupatemporaryencampmentaroundtheStonehengelookalikeinnotimeatall…

Leandro’splanwastoambushGeraldandhispartythesecondtheyreturned.Whatatrulywickedplot…

Meanwhile,GeraldandReythemselveswerequietlyexploringthePhangrottomClan’sterritory,careful

witheachstepsothattheywouldn’taccidentallytriggeranotherdeathtrap.

Naturally,theyhadnowayofknowingthatMr.Bateswasnowdead.Still,onceGeraldeventuallyfound

outthatnotonlyhadMr.Batesbeenkilled,buthisbodyhadbeendesecratedsovilelyaswell,hewould

surelyflyintoarage.Leandroandhissubordinatesweredefinitelygoingtohavehelltopayoncehe

finallyreturned…

Theystilldidnotknowwhathadhappenedoutthere,andtheywerealsounawareoftheresultinwhich

Mr.Bates’scorpsewasbeingdismemberedjusttoprotectthem.

IfGeraldlearnedaboutthat,hewoulddefinitelybedeeplyfurious.HewouldcertainlynotletLeandro

andhissubordinatesoff.HewouldalsogainjusticeforMr.Bates,makingLeandroandhissubordinates

payaheavyandhorribleprice.

ButthosethingswouldonlyhappenafterGeraldgainedthePhangrottomTalisman.



GeraldbroughtReyalongandwalkedintotheterritoryofthePhangrottomClan.

Regardless,astheduomadetheirwaytothecentermostpartoftheterritory,theyinstantlybecame

vigilantwhenthetorchesaroundthemstartedlightingup!

Followingthat,adeepandspine-chillingvoicecalledout,“Whogoesthere?”

ForgetRey,evenGeraldcouldn’thelpfeelingafraidwhenheheardthatvoice!

Beingascaredy-cat,thepale-facedReywasalreadyhyperventilatingasGeraldreplied,“I’macultivator!

IgobyGeraldCrawford!”

Secondsafterheshoutedthat,bothGeraldandRey’simmensefearfinallydieddown.

Nowthathecouldbreatheproperlyagain,thestillfearfulReycouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldashe

exclaimed,“W-whatthehellwasallthatabout,Mr.Crawford…?!”

“Canit!”snappedGerald.
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Uponhearingthat,Reywentsilent,notevendaringtobreathetooloudly…Andasplitsecondlater,a

blackfiguresuddenlyappearedbeforethem!

Wieldingascepter,theindividualhadacrownmadeofbonesatophishead,andhismaskboretwo

sharpfangs…Inotherwords,thepersonlookedutterlyterrifying…

Staringatthetwo,theindividualthenreplied,“…AndIgobytheGrimPhantom.I’mtherulerofthe

PhangrottomClan!Whyhaveyoucome?”

EachwordtheGrimPhantomsaidfeltdomineeringandpressuringatthesametime,andwithhow

immenselyimposingtheGrimPhantom’saurawasalone,Geraldcouldalreadytellthattherewasno

wayinhellhewouldbeabletowinagainsttheGrimPhantominbattle.

TheGrimPhantom’spowerwasprobablywaypasttheThousandSoulsRealm…!Geraldcouldn’teven

beginfathominghowtrulypowerfultheGrimPhantomwas!

Afterdoinghisbesttoshakesomeofthefearoff,Geraldclearedhisthroatbeforerespectfullysaying,

“…Goodday,sir.Yousee,I’mahalfhumanandhalfghostcultivatorwho’scometoborrowthe

PhangrottomTalismaninordertosaveallthesoulsintheworld…Theanacondahasdied,yousee,

whichmeansthatthelargeentranceoftheghostworldisnowopen…”

“Hah!Everythingissimplygoingaccordingtodestiny!Withthatinmind,nothingwillchangeevenifyou

dotakemyscepter!Regardless,sincetheentranceoftheghostworldisnowopen,I’msurethatvast

changeshavealreadytakenplaceintheworld.Perhapsyou’llevenfindeverythingtobeforeignonce

youreturn!”sneeredGrimPhantomashelookedstraightintoGerald’seyes.

“Evenifthat’sthecase,I’dstillliketotry!Attheveryleast,knowthatI’llstrivetomaketheresidentsof

boththehumanandtheghostworldliveharmoniously!Afterall,I’msurenoneofuswishformass

sufferingandpaintooccur!”repliedGeraldinadeterminedtone.



Hearingthat,theGrimPhantomcouldn’thelpbutseeGeraldinanewlight.Asitturnedout,Gerald

trulywasthinkingofthebenefitforallthesoulsintheworld.

Understandingthat,theGrimPhantomcouldn’thelpbutsighashedeclared,“…Fine,then!Takeit!”

WhilethisdefinitelysurprisedGeraldandRey,theywereequallydelightedtohearthat.Afterall,

neitherofthemhadanticipatedthattheGrimPhantomwouldhandthetalismanoverthateasily!

Regardless,evenaftertheGrimPhantomhadhandedthePhangrottomTalismantoGerald,theyouth

honestlyfoundallthishardtobelieve…

Evenso,heforcedhimselftosnapoutofitbeforesaying,“Thankyou,GrimPhantom…!”

“You’reverywelcome.Keeptoyourwordanddon’tmakemeregrethandingthetalismantoyou!Make

suretosaveallthesoulsintheworld!”repliedtheGrimPhantominaslightlymorecasualtone.

“Definitely!”repliedGeraldashenodded.

GeraldknewthattheGrimPhantomtrustedhimgreatly.Otherwise,whyelsewouldhehandthe

talismantothemthateasily?Whateverthecasewas,sincetheGrimPhantomwasplacingthatmuch

trustinhim,therewasnowayGeraldwasgoingtowillinglydisappointthegreatindividual.Hewould

definitelysaveallthesoulsintheworld!

Eitherway,justasGeraldwasabouttoleavewithRey,theduoheardtheGrimPhantomshout,“Hold

it!”



Turningaround,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“…Is…somethingthematter,sir…?”

WhileGeraldwonderediftheGrimPhantomwasabouttogobackonhisword,heimmediatelyshook

thethoughtoff.Therewasnowaysuchasuperiorindividualwouldevergobackonhisword!Then…
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“Youcan’tleavethewayyoucamein.I’llbefrankandsaythattherearepeoplewaitingtoambushyou

ifyoureturnthesameway!”explainedtheGrimPhantom.

Feelingslightlystartledbythatclaim,Geraldthenasked,“Are…yousure,sir…?”

BeforeReycouldchimein,theGrimPhantomsimplywavedhishand,summoningwhatappearedtobe

aviewingportal…

Staringwide-eyedatit,GeraldandReyrealizedthattheareashownintheportalwasnoneotherthan

theStonehengelookalikethattheyhadusedtoenterthisplace!Evenmoreshockingwasthefactthat

notonlywereseveraltentsnowpitchedaroundthatarea,buttherewerealsomultipleSoulHunters

patrollingthegrounds!

Asitturnedout,GrimPhantomhadbeentellingthetruth!TothinkthattheSoulHunterswouldsimply

waittheretoambushthemassoonastheyreturned!

“…Mr.Crawford…DoyouthinkthatMr.Bates,MissZorn,andYrsaare…?”mutteredthestunnedRey.

“…Don’tworry,theydon’tappeartobeanywhereinthearea.Withthatinmind,I’msuretheyhaven’t

beencaptured!”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.



Evenso,hisdeductionwasonlypartiallycorrect,thoughGeralddidn’tknowaboutthat…

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenturnedtolookattheGrimPhantombeforeasking,“Doyouknow

anyotherwaysoutofthisplace,sir?”

Noddingslightly,theGrimPhantomthenwavedhishandagain…andjustlikethat,another

portal—similartotheonetheduohadusedtocomehere—appearedbeforethem…

“Youcanusethisexit.CallitasecretexitofthePhangrottomClan,ifyousowish.Nowhurryandleave!”

repliedtheGrimPhantom.

“Thankyou,GrimPhantom!”yelledGeraldasheimmediatelyledReyintotheportal…

Thesecondtheduowereontheotherside,theportalinstantlyclosedbehindthem!

Stumblingtogathertheirbearings,GeraldandReybeganlookingaround…onlytorealizethattheywere

inaforestofsorts.

Beforethem,wasaratherfamiliar-lookinghouse…

“…Say…Isn’tthathouse…?”askedRey.

“Itis!It’sMr.Bates’shouse!”exclaimedGeraldwithanod.

TothinkthatthesecretexitofthePhangrottomClanwouldleadstraightbehindMr.Bates’shome!



“…Youknow,IfeelthatMr.Batestrulyhasanextraordinaryidentity…He’sdefinitelyrelatedtothe

PhangrottomClan!”declaredRey.

Afterall,notonlydidthesecretexitleadstraighttothebackofhishome,butaportalleadingtothe

mostfeminineplacecouldbeopenedbymerelyusinghisblood!Therewassimplynodoubtingthefact

thatMr.BateshadadeeprelationshipwiththePhangrottomClan!

“Whateverthecaseis,let’sgocheckonthem!”repliedGeraldastheduoquicklyheadedintohis

home…

However,uponentering,theysoonrealizedthatMr.Bates,Juno,andYrsawerenowheretobeseen.

Themoreworryingthing,however,wasthefactthattheinsidesofthehouselookedalltopsy-turvy!

Withsuchahugemessbeforethem,GeraldandReyinstantlyrevealedsolemnexpressions…Asit

turnedout,theSoulHuntershadalreadybeenhere!

Atthatmoment,severalsoulhuntersdonningpurpleclothessuddenlyboltedoutfromnowhere!

Aftersuccessfullysurroundingtheduo,theleaderofthatgroup—whowastheonlyonewearinggrey

clothes,evidentlysignifyingthathewasthestrongestamongthem—sneered,“We’vebeenwaitingfor

youtwoforages,youknow?”
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RealizingthattheSoulHuntershadbeenlyinginwaitforthemeveninMr.Bates’shome,Gerald

couldn’thelpbutfrownashesneered,“YouSoulHuntersjustdon’tknowwhentoquit,doyou?”

“Quitthecr*pandhandoverthePhangrottomTalismanalready!Youronlyotheroptionistoreceivea

one-waytickettohell!”warnedthegreySoulHunterinafrigidtone.Onceheretrievedthe

PhangrottomTalisman,thentheirmissionwouldsurelyendinsuccess!

“Hah!Dreamon!”scoffedthefearlessGeraldasheexudedanimposingaura.

Furioustohearthat,thegreysoulhunterthenyelled,“YouonlyhaveyourselftoblameforwhatI’m

abouttodotoyouthen!Men!Afterthem!”

Uponhearingthat,theotherSoulHuntersimmediatelybeganboltingtowardGeraldandRey!

Atthatmoment,aglintofmurderousintentflashedacrossGerald’seyesastheyouthretrievedthe

PhangrottomTalisman!

Onceitwasinhisgrasp,thetalismanimmediatelybeganemittingadarkpurplelight…thatsoon

releasedanimmensewaveofenergy!Thenextthinganyoneknew,countlessghosts—whoappearedto

bewarriorsofthePhangrottomClan—suddenlymanifested!

TheSoulHuntersdidn’tevenhavetimetoregisterwhatwashappeningbeforetheyweremercilessly

attackedbytheghosts…!Withinseconds,theonlythingthatremainedoftheSoulHunterswerepools



ofblood…

“H-Holysh*t…!”exclaimedtheshockedReyasheimmediatelybeganrubbinghiseyesindisbelief.

“T-tothinkthatthePhangrottomTalismanwasthispowerful…Howabsolutelyterrifying…!”addedRey,

anincredulousexpressiononhisface.

Geraldhimselfsimplysmiledsubtlyashehidhistalismanagainbeforecalmlysaying,“That’sthetrue

powerofthePhangrottomTalisman!”

SincethePhangrottomTalismancouldbeusedtocontrolallthespiritsintheworld,itwasn’treallyall

thatshockingtoknowthatitheldsuchimmensepower.

“Regardless,let’shurryandleavethisplacealready!WestillneedtolocateMissZornandYrsa!”added

Gerald.

Followingthat,theduoleftMr.Bates’shouseandbeganwalkingintotheforestdepths…anditwasn’t

longafterbeforeafaintcrycaughtboththeirattention.

Theyrecognizedthatvoiceanywhere…ItwasdefinitelyJuno!

Swiftlymakingtheirwaytothesourceofthesound,theduosoonfoundthetwogirls—whohadslightly

stretchedtheirheadsouttomakefindingthemeasier—hidingbehindalargestone.

“Juno!”yelledGeraldthesecondhereunitedwiththetwogirls.



ImmediatelythrowingherselfintoGerald’sembrace,Junocouldonlybawlhereyesoutasshecriedout,

“I-I’msorry,Gerald…Mr.Bates…He’s…He’sdead…!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldandReyinstantlywentpalefromshock.

However,GeraldquicklysnappedoutofitbeforegentlypattingJuno’sbackasheconsoled,“…Don’t

worry,we’rebacknow…NothingelsewillhappennowthatI’mhere…!”

Aftercalmingdownalittle,JunothentoldGeraldeverythingthathadhappened…andbytheendofit,

Geraldwassofuriousthathecouldbarelyholdhimselfbackfromroaringinanger…!

Leandroandhissubordinates…Theyweredefinitelygoingtopayaheavypriceforwhattheyhaddone

toMr.Bates…!
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HadMr.Batesnothelpedthem,Geraldwould’vebeenunabletoobtainthePhangrottomTalismanin

thefirstplace…

Withthatinmind,sinceMr.Bateshaddiedsovaliantlyforthem,Geralddefinitelyhadtoavengetheold

man!NotdoingsowouldsimplymeanhewaslettingMr.Batesdown!

“WedefinitelyhavetoavengeMr.Bates…!”growledReyinindignation.



“IagreewithRey…!Mr.Bates…HediedtoprotectJunoandI…Wecan’tletthevillainsdoastheyplease

anyfurther…!”addedtheuncharacteristicallyangryYrsa.

“Worrynow,I’mdefinitelynotlettingthosescoundrelsgo…!”declaredGeraldinafrigidtone.

Followingthat,Geraldgottohisfeetbeforesaying,“Allofyou,stayhere.I’mdealingwiththemright

thisinstant!”

“Alright!Also,please,becareful!”repliedtheconcernedJunowhowasn’tabouttostopGerald.

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenturnedaroundandswiftlybeganmakinghiswaytotheStonehenge

lookalikewheretheSoulHuntershadsetupcamp…

GeraldwasdeterminedtocompletelyobliteratetheSoulHuntersoffthefaceoftheplanetonthatvery

day.Allofthemneededtopayfortheirsins,especiallytheirb*stardofaleader,Leandro…!

SinceLeandrohaddefiledMr.Bates’scorpsesomuch,Geraldwasn’tabouttoholdanythingback

againstthatscoundrel.HewantedLeandrotobeutterlyterrifiedofhimbytheendofallthis,andeven

then,Geraldwasstillgoingtomakehimsufferapunishmentwayworsethanwhathismenwereabout

toface.

Totopitalloff,Geraldwasn’tgoingtoallowLeandrotoreincarnateeither…

Regardless,uponarrivingattheencampment’sentrance,twoSoulHunters—whowerestandingguard

there—immediatelyfixedtheirgazesonGerald.



However,beforetheycouldevensayaword,theireyeswidenedastheyfeltasuddenacutepainon

boththeirnecks.Lookingdown,thelastthingtheysawwerehugegashesontheirnecks…beforethey

eventuallyfloppedlifelesslytotheground…

Withthosetwooutoftheway,Geraldthencasuallycontinuedwalkingintothecampsite…

Atthatmoment,Geraldappearedverymuchlikethemanifestationofthegodofdeathhimself…After

all,everywherehepassedbyendeduppoolingupwithblood…

NoneoftheSoulHuntersweregoingtomakeitoutalivetoday…!

Reachingthecenteroftheencampment,GeralddrewhisAstrabyssSwordoutwhenhesawoverten

SoulHuntersrushingtowardhim…Ofcourse,Geraldmadeshortworkofthem.Theywerebarelyeven

noteworthytohim.

Rightnow,Geraldwasnolongeramerecultivator…HewasatrueSoulHunter.

Bythatpoint,Leandrohadrealizedthatsomethingwaswrong,soheimmediatelyrushedoutofhis

tent…OnlytoseethatGeraldhadkilledsomanyofhissubordinates…!WhileLeandrowasshocked,he

wasalsofumingwithanger!

“Leandro!IheardyoumercilesslykilledMr.Bates!Forthat,I’mmakingyoupaytheultimateprice!”

yelledGeraldinafuriousvoice.

Ignoringhisstatement,Leandrothenordered,“Men!Gethim!”



Uponhearingthat,alltheremainingSoulHuntersimmediatelydashedtowardGerald…Butofcourse,

theywerenowherenearhismatch.Asifsuchminorcharacterswouldeverstandachanceagainsta

protagonist!

WithasingleslashoftheAstrabyssSword,alloftheassaultingmensimplytoppledtotheground,dead!

SeeinghowstrongGeraldtrulywas,Leandrocouldn’thelpbutwidenhiseyes.Whilehewasnowslightly

worried,hewasn’tabouttoretreat.Afterall,hewasmuchstrongerthantherestofhissubordinates!

Withthatinmind,heretrievedhisownswordandbeganchargingtowardGerald…!Withamightyleap,

LeandrothenattemptedtodecapitateGerald!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttolethimdothat.

Takingastepbacktoavoidtheattack,Geraldthenscoffed,“Giveitup,Leandro,you’renomatch

againstme!Killingyouwouldbeaseasyasslaughteringachicken!”
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GlaringatLeandroallthewhilehesaidthat,GeraldthensheathedtheAstrabyssSword…Beforefishing

outthePhangrottomTalismanandshowingittoLeandroasheadded,“I’massumingyouknowwhat

thisis?”

Eyesnowwidened,Leandrocouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“The…ThePhangrottomTalisman!You’ve

actuallymanagedtoobtainit…!”

NowthatheknewthatthetalismanwaswithGerald,Leandrowasmoredeterminedthanevertokill

him!Oncethatwasdone,hewouldsurelyobtainthetalisman!



Hisexpressionnowtwistedwithgreed,LeandroglaredatGeraldbeforeyelling,“OnceIfinishyouoff,

thetalismanwillbemine!”

Followingthat,hebeganswinginghislongswordtowardGerald…!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttoletthevillainhavehisway.BeforeLeandrowasevenabletohithim,

Geraldsimplywavedhishand…andoutshotapurpleblastofenergy!

Unabletododgetheattack,Leandroendedupbeingflungtotheground!Asifthatwasn’tenough,his

longswordshatteredtopiecesuponimpact!

NotgivingLeandroachancetorecover,GeraldboltedforwardbeforesteppingrightonLeandro’sback

whileshouting,“You’llpaytheultimatepricetoday,Leandro!ForkillinganddefilingMr.Bates,I’m

takingawayyourrighttobereincarnated!”

WatchingasGeraldthenaimedthetalismanathim,Leandrocouldonlyyell,“No…!”

WhatfollowedwerescreamsofagonyasLeandro’sbodyinstantlygotengulfedindarkpurpleflames…!

Backingawayfromtheburningbody,Geraldwatchedastheflamescompletelyengulfedthesinful

man…andbytheendofitall,allthatremainedofLeandroweresmokeandashes…

Naturally,afterwitnessingallthat,theotherSoulHunterswereterrifiedbeyondwords.Droppingall

theirweaponsandequipment,allofthemimmediatelybeganfleeing!



ThoughGeraldsawthis,heleftthemalone.Afterall,sincehehadofficiallyavengedMr.Batesand

Leandrowasnowdead,theSoulHunterOrganizationwassuretocrumblesoonanyway.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldquicklycalledtherestofhispartyoversinceallthiswasfinallyover.

Aftersearchingaroundforabit,GeraldeventuallyfoundMr.Bates’sdismemberedbody…

UponseeingwhatLeandrohaddonetohim,Gerald’sfuryinstantlyflaredupagain.Nowthathethought

aboutit,perhapshehadletLeandroofftooeasily…

Allofasudden,Geraldsuddenlythoughtofsomething.TakingthePhangrottomTalismanout,Gerald

thenstaredatitforawhile…

TheTalismanwasextremelypowerful,right?Sincethatwasthecase,maybehecoulduseittorepairMr.

Bates’sbody…Whileheknewhecouldn’tresurrectMr.Bates,attheveryleast,hewantedMr.Bates’s

bodytobeintactsothattheoldmancouldrestinpeace…

Afterthinkingaboutitforquiteawhile,GeraldthenaimedthetalismanatMr.Bates’sbody,making

suretoconcentratehisthoughtsonthereconstructionoftheoldman’sbody…

Surprisingly,thetalismanreactedtoGerald’sthoughts,andafteremittingabrightlight,Mr.Bates’s

bodypartsbeganmergingtogetheragain!

Ofcourse,thismadeGeraldveryhappy.TothinkthatthePhangrottomTalismanwasevencapableof

restoringbodies!



Eitherway,afterconnectingMr.Bates’sbodyagain,Geraldandhispartyeventuallyfoundaproperspot

togivehimagoodburial…

StandingbeforeMr.Bates’snewgravestone,Geraldthensolemnlybowedashesaid,“Thankyoufor

everythingthatyou’vedoneforus,Mr.Bates…!I’veavengedyousoyoucanrestinpeacenow…!”

“Pleaserestinpeace,Mr.Bates…!”addedJunoashereyesbegantearingupagain.

Haditnotbeenforhimtryingtoprotectthem,hecouldhaveprobablysurvived…Evenso,death

eventuallycametoall,andmaybehisfatewassimplypredetermined…

Regardless,afterbiddingtheirfinalfarewells,Geraldandthethreethensetofftoreturntothecity…

Afterall,thoughGeraldhadfinallyobtainedthePhangrottomTalisman,therewasstillmuchtodo.To

thinkthatexperiencingallthatonlymarkedthebeginningofsomethingelse…
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Afterflyingforanentiredayandnight,Geraldandhispartyfinallyarrivedattheircity.

Throughouttheflight,thefourhadsleptsoundly.Afterall,ithadbeenagessincetheyhadlastbeen

abletosleepsocomfortably.

Regardless,afterdisembarking,thefourtookacabbacktotheSacrasolisPalace.



Oncetheyarrivedhalfanhourlater,Reyimmediatelysighedashestretchedwhilesaying,“We’refinally

back,brotherGerald…!Itfeelsgreattofinallybebackinthecity!”

Rey,forone,wassimplypleasedthathedidn’thavetosleepintheopenagain.Thatwasenoughliving

outinthewildernessforawhilenow…

“Speakingofwhich…Doyouhaveanyplacetostay,Rey?”askedGerald.

Hearingthat,Reyfrownedslightlyashereplied,“I…don’t,actually.Afterall,Isetoffwithyouinahurry

aftercomingherelasttime…”

“Isee.Well,howaboutthis?Whydon’tyoulivetogetherwithJunoandI?AndI’msureYrsawould

prefertolivewithustoo.Don’tworryaboutspace,there’salotofemptyroomsatourplace.What

more,it’llalsobemoreconvenientforustotakecareofeachotherifwelivetogether,”suggested

Gerald.

“Iaccept!”exclaimedbothReyandYrsaatthesametime.Afterall,itwasgoodenoughforthemaslong

astheyhadaroofovertheirheads.

“Thenit’ssettled!Iguesswe’llbetakingyoutoyournewhomenow!Also,dorestuptoday.We’re

goingtogetbusyagainwhentomorrowcomes!”repliedGerald.

Followingthat,GeraldandJunoledthemtotheirhome…

Gerald’shomewasaluxuriousvillathatwasn’tallthatfarfromtheSacrasolisPalace.Naturally,this



shockedbothReyandYrsathesecondtheyarrivedatthevilla.

“H-holycr*p!Ididn’tknowyoulivedinsuchamagnificentvilla,brotherGerald!”exclaimedReywho

hadneverevenstayedinavillabefore.Withthatinmind,knowingthathewouldbestayingherenow

naturallymadehimverypleased.

Shakinghisheadinresignation,GeraldandJunothenledtheduototheirrespectivenewrooms…

Uponentering,ReyandYrsawereimmediatelyatalossforwords.Afterall,theirroomsweresimply

wonderful!Happycouldn’tevenbegindescribingtheemotiontheywerecurrentlyfeeling.

“Alright,restwell,youtwo.Youdeservethisrestafterworkingsohardthepastfewdays.Also,once

you’veunpackedyourthings,comedownandwe’llhaveanicedinnertogethertonight!”saidGerald.

Afterseeingthemnodinagreement,everyonethendispersedtogettheirownthingsdone.

Geraldhimselfsimplyreturnedtohisroom.

However,itwasn’tlongafterbeforehisphonebeganringing…

Checkingtoseewhowascalling,Geraldrealizedthatitwasanunfamiliarnumber.WhileGeraldcould

certainlytellthatitwasalocalcall,theinitialunitsofthephonenumberwerequitespecial,tosaythe

least.ThatalonewasenoughtotellGeraldthatthecallerwasn’tanordinaryperson.

Afterbrieflyhesitating,Geraldeventuallydecidedtopickthecallupashecalmlyasked,“Hello?MayI

knowwho’sspeaking?”



“Beforethat,isthisMr.GeraldCrawfordI’mspeakingto?”askedamalevoicefromtheotherendofthe

call.

“Thatwouldbeme,yes.Whoisthis?”repliedGerald,feelingsslightlymorecuriousnow.

“Ah,apleasuretofinallygettospeakwithyou,Mr.GeraldCrawford.MynameisHaroldLee,andI’m

theoneinchargeoftheGreatCouncilofJhanglumCityinDragenott.I’mcurrentlyinvestigatingarather

perplexingpsychiccase,yousee,andI’mhopingtoseekyourhelp!”saidHarold.

Asitturnedout,thecallerwassomeonefromtheGreatCouncilofJhanglumCity…
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NowthatheknewthatthecallerwastheoneinchargeoftheGreatCouncilthere,Geraldknewitwas

bestifhegaveHaroldfaceandhelpedhimout.

“…Alright,I’llbeatyourofficetomorrowmorning!”repliedGerald.

“Gladtohearit.Itrulyappreciateyourhelp,Mr.Crawford.I’llbewaitingforyourarrivaltomorrow!”

saidHaroldinarespectfultonebeforefinallyhangingup.

Gerald’sSacrasolisPalacehadalwaysbeenreputable,evenwhenitwasfirstfounded.Whatbetter

proofofthatstatementthanthefactthatGeraldwasthefirstpersonHaroldhadcontactedinorderto

solvethispsychiccase.ItwasevidentthatGerald’scapabilitieswerewellknownfarandwide…

Whateverthecasewas,restcamefirst,andthefourofthemenjoyedawell-deservedsleep…



Earlythenextmorning,GeraldwokeReyupandtoldhimthattheywereheadingtotheGreatCouncil.

ItwasonlyoncetheywereinthecarwhenReycuriouslyasked,“Whyexactlyareweheadingtothe

GreatCounciltoday,brotherGerald?”

“You’llfindoutoncewegetthere!”repliedGerald,promptingReytoremainsilent.Whateverthe

reasonwas,attheveryleast,Reywassurethatsomethingmusthavehappened…

ItwasabouttwentyminuteslaterwhentheyarrivedattheGreatCouncilbuilding.

Upongettingoutofthecar,thetwowereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofMr.Haroldwhohad

alreadybeenwaitingforthemattheentrance.

Seeingthetwo,Haroldquicklywalkedtowardthembeforewelcomingthemwithawarmsmileand

saying,“Apleasuretomeetyou,Mr.Crawford!”

“Likewise,Mr.Lee.I’vebroughtalongmydisciple,Rey,ifyouwerewonderingwhothisis,”replied

Geraldinapolitetoneasheshookhandswiththeman.

Hearinghisnamebeingcalledout,Reyquicklyadded,“It’sanhonortomeetyou,Mr.Lee.IgobyRey!”

“Thesamegoesforme!Regardless,let’sheadinbeforewecontinuetalking,shallwe?”repliedHarold

whowasstillsmiling.Itappearedthathetrulyfeltrelievedwiththeduo’spresence…



Regardless,aftertheyenteredtheGreatCouncilbuilding,thetwowereledtoabigmeetingroom…

Inside,manysubordinatescouldbeseenworkinghardtocrackthecase.However,thesecondthey

noticedHarold,Gerald,andRey,theyimmediatelyfellsilent.

Clearinghisthroat,Haroldthenyelled,“Alright,listenup,everyone!Allowmetointroduceallofyouto

Mr.GeraldCrawfordandhisdisciple,Rey!They’reheretohelpussolvethecase,solet’sgivethema

warmwelcome!”

Uponhearingthat,allthesubordinatesimmediatelygottotheirfeetandbeganclappingexcitedlyto

welcometheduo.Naturally,allofthemhadheardaboutGeraldbefore,andnowthattherealdealwas

beforethem,theyweredefinitelyoverjoyed!

Nowthatthatwasoutoftheway,HaroldthengesturedforGeraldandReytotaketheirseatsbefore

saying,“Nowthen…Withoutfurtherado,letthemeetingcommence!”

Withthatsaid,hissubordinatesinstantlyresumeddiscussingthecase.

AfteroneofthemcameforwardwithafileandplaceditonthetablebeforeGerald,Haroldsmiledashe

said,“Pleasehavealookattheinformationwe’vegatheredaboutthecase.”

Noddingashereturnedasubtlesmile,Geraldthenbeganreadingthroughthedocuments…
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Afterreadingthroughit,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowasheasked,“Whoexactlyisthis,

LordVanTage…?”



“Ah,he’sapersonwhoclaimstobeabletoseethepast,andalsopredictaperson’sfuture.Quitea

numberofpeoplebelievethathetrulyhasthepowertoreadthesetime-basedevents,soit’sno

wonderwhyhe’sbecomequitepopularoflate.I’mhonestlysurprisedthatyouhaven’theardofhim

before,Mr.Crawford,”repliedHarold.

Withhowbusyhehadbeen,itreallywasnowonderwhyGeraldhadn’theardaboutthatmanbefore.

LeaningclosertoGerald,Reythenwhispered,“Iknowabouthim,brotherGerald…I’vereadthrough

manyofhisarticlesandevenseenvideosofhimbefore.Thetruthis,Ithinkhe’sjustaphony…”

“Phonyornot,we’llbeabletotelloncewe’rethere!”repliedGeraldinacalmtone.

SinceGeraldwasn’treallyabletogathermuchfromtheinformationinthefile,heknewthattheirnext

bestbetwouldbetoheadstraightforthecrimescene…

Afteraslightpause,Geraldthenclosedthefilebeforeasking,“Canweheadtothecrimescenenow,Mr.

Lee?”

“Ofcourse!”repliedHaroldwithouttheslightesthesitation.

Withthat,Haroldimmediately—andpersonally—ledtheduotothecrimescene…

ThecrimesceneitselfwasastudioapartmentlocatedinJhanglumCity’sLotusBay.Thevictimwasa

womaninherlatetwentieswhowentbythenameofFayWest.



Shehadapparentlydiedinhersleepthenightbefore,andwhilethatwasalreadyconcerningenough,

therealshockercamefromtwoblackhandprintsontheceilingrightatopherhead!

Itdidn’thelpthatasidefromFayherself,nobodyelsehadenteredherhomethatnight,asprovedby

hersurveillancecamera’sfootage.Whiletheinvestigatorsdidgothroughthefootageofthecamera

acrossherapartmentforextrameasure,theendresultwassimplythesame…Onlyshehadenteredher

homebeforeherdeath.

Whatmore,afterdoinganautopsyonFay’sbody,nosignsofwhathadkilledherwerefound!Notan

injuryonherbody,norwerethereanytracesofpoison.Ittrulywasperplexing…

Afteranentiredayofinvestigatingandgainingnonewinformationabouttheunusualdeath,Harold

finallydecidedtobringinthebigguns,whichpromptedhimtocallGeraldthenightbefore…

SinceGeraldwasquitefamousfordealingwiththeparanormal,Haroldbelievedthathewastheperfect

persontohelpthemcrackthecase…

Regardless,thetriosoonfoundthemselvessteppingfootintoFay’sstudioapartment.

Uponslowlyentering,Gerald’sexpressioninstantlywentsour.Anoverwhelmingfeminineaurahad

completelyenvelopedtheinsidesofthestudioapartment…

Sincethehumanbodynaturallyconsistedofmasculineaura,immensefeminineauraslikethiswould

surelytriggerarepellingfeeling…

NoticingthechangeinGerald’sexpression,Haroldimmediatelyasked,“…Didyoumanagetofind

something,Mr.Crawford?”



Shakinghishead,Geraldthenmonotonouslyreplied,“Notyet,thoughImustsay,thisplacehasan

overwhelmingfeminineaura…”

Followingthat,GeraldheadedtoFey’sbedbeforelyingdown…Trueenough,thereweretwodistinct,

blackhandprintsrightabovehim…

Naturally,thissurprisedHaroldandhismen,thoughGeraldpaidthemnoheed.

Instead,hesimplyclosedhiseyes…andwhenhereopenedthem,awomanwaslyingrightnexttohim…

Ofcourse,shewasnoneotherthanFayWestherself.

“Findanything?”askedFayinacurioustone.

Turningtolookather,Geraldthenasked,“…WhydidyouchoosetobelieveinLordVanTage?”

Simplygigglinginresponse,Faythenturnedtolookattheblackhandprintsontheceiling…

JustasGeralddidthesame,hewassuddenlyjoltedawayfromthescenewhenRey’svoicecalledout,“B

-brotherGerald!Areyoualright?!”

Openinghiseyes,hecouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowashelookedatReywhileasking,“What’s

wrong?”
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“W-wethoughtyouwerepossessed!Afterall,youdidn’trespondtousnomatterhowmuchwecalled

outtoyou!Youscaredushalftodeath,youknow?”repliedthestunnedRey.

ChoosingtoignoreRey’sstatement,Geraldthenhoppedoffthebedbeforesaying,“Regardless,I’vejust

discoveredsomethingimportant!”

Immediatelydrawingeveryone’sattentionintheroom,Haroldthenquicklywalkedoverbeforeasking,

“Whatexactlyhaveyoudiscovered?”

Pointingatthehandprintsontheceiling,Geraldthenreplied,“There’ssomethingwrongwiththose

blackhandprints!”

Confused,Haroldthenasked,“…I’mnotquitesureifIfollow…”

“Thinkaboutit.Whywouldakillerleavesuchobvioushandprintsafterdoingthedeed?”repliedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Haroldfoundhimselffrowning.Afterthinkingforawhile,hethenreplied,“…Areyou

sayingthatthekilleristryingtomisleadus?”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“Bingo.Regardless,bringLordVanTageinforquestioning.I

haveasneakingsuspicionthatFay’sdeathisrelatedtohim!”

Notevenquestioninganyfurther,Haroldthenturnedtolookathissubordinatesbeforeordering,“Send

someofourmenouttobringLordVanTageinforquestioningrightthisinstant!”



WatchingasHarold’ssubordinatesranofftodoastheywereinstructed,Reytheninchedcloserto

Geraldbeforesaying,“…Don’tyoufeelthatallthisissimplytoobizarre,brotherGerald…?”

“Itis.Afterall,Ibelievethatinsteadofhumans,ghostsarethetrueperpetratorsofthiscrime!I’m

actuallytellingthemtobringLordVanTagebacktotheofficetoprotecthim!”whisperedGeraldin

response.

Afterhearingthat,Reyfinallysawthebiggerpicture.

Sincenothingelsecouldbedonehereatthemoment,Geraldthensaid,“Alright,let’sheadbacktothe

GreatCouncilbuildingfornow!”

Withthat,everyonedidasGeraldtold…

Ontheirwaybacktothebuilding,however,Harold’sphonebeganringing.

Answeringthecallwithhisotherhand,Haroldthensaid,“Yes?”

“Badnews,sir!LordVanTageisdead…!”repliedhissubordinate.

Uponhearingthat,thescreechingoftirescouldinstantlybeheardasHaroldslammedonthebrakes.

“What?Dead?!”exclaimedtheshockedHarold.



FromHarold’sreactionalone,Geraldcouldalreadytellthattheyweretoolate.

“So…I’massumingthatthedeadmanisLordVanTage?”saidGeraldwithasighjustasHaroldwas

turningtolookathim.

SurprisedthatGeraldcouldreadhismind,Haroldquicklysnappedoutofitbeforenodding.

“Isee…Thenlet’sheadtothecrimesceneimmediately!”declaredGerald.
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Noddinginresponse,Haroldthenhungupbeforesteppingonthegasastheyspedtothecrimescene.

AsGeraldhadearliertoldRey,insteadofbeingtheperpetrator,LordVanTagewassimplyanother

victim.Fromwhathecouldcurrentlydeduce,LordVanTagemusthaveencounteredsomethingterrible

withFaywhichledtobothofthembeingtargetedandeventuallykilled…

WhileGeraldhadsuccessfullypredictedthatLordVanTagewouldendupdyingnext,hewas

unfortunatelyabittoolatetopreventhisdeath…

Regardless,thetriosoonarrivedatLordVanTage’shome…TheElysianLabyrinth.



SinceitwaswellknownthatthiswasLordVanTage’shomeandhealreadyhadacultfollowing,itwas

nosurprisethatseveralpeoplewerealreadythere,lookingimmenselyshocked.Afterall,hoveringright

underoneofthehouse’sbeams,wasLordVanTage’slifelessbody!

Forabitofbackstory,aftergraduatingfromuniversity,LordVanTagehaddedicatedhislifeto

researchingthefieldofpsychology.Whilehisrisetofamewassimplybychance,oncepeoplestarted

comingtohimforconsultationsandtests,theyneverstoppedseekinghishelp.Andjustlikethat,he

becameacelebrityonsocialmedia.

Aftergettingsousedtohispresence,ittrulywasshockingtofindoutthatLordVanTagewouldendup

dyinginhisownhomeofallplaces…

MovingbacktoGeraldandhisparty,afterapproachingthecrimescene,Haroldturnedtolookathis

subordinate—whohadjustwalkeduptothetrio—beforeaskingwithaserioustone,“What’sthe

situationlike?”

“Well,accordingtothewitness’descriptions,LordVanTagehadsimplybeenconductinganotherofhis

manyconsultationsearlierwhenallofasudden,hebeganfloating!Thewitnessescouldonlystarein

horrorashesqueezedhisownnecktillheeventuallydiedofstrangulation!”reportedthesubordinate.

Haroldwasrightfullystunnedafterhearingthat.Tothinkthatsomethingthatterrifyingcouldhappenin

therealworld…!

AsforGerald,hewentaheadandstoodrightbeneaththehoveringcorpsebeforelookingaround…Even

so,hesimplycouldn’tseeanythingoutoftheordinary.



“Findanything,brotherGerald…?”askedtheconfusedRey.

“…Well,forstarters,thisplaceisbrimmingwithfeminineaura,justlikeFay’splace.Inotherwords,I’m

prettysuretheculpritisthesameindividual,”repliedGerald.

“Isee…Still,don’tyoufindallthisabittoobizarre,brotherGerald…?Whointherightmindwould

stranglethemselvestodeath…?”mutteredthebewilderedRey.

Frowningslightlyashenarrowedhiseyes,Geraldthenreplied,“Nothim,that’sforsure.I’llbefrankand

saythatfromwhatIcangather,aghostmusthavepossessedhim!Howandwhyelsewouldhestrangle

himselftodeath!Still,noordinaryghostcould’vedonethis!”

Feelingachillrundownhisspine,Reythenquicklyheldontohisneckbeforefearfullystuttering,“A-are

yousayingthatthatveryghostcouldbeobservingusatthismoment…?”

“Negative.Ican’tsenseitspresence,”comfortedGerald,promptingReytobreatheasighofrelief.Still,

Reycouldn’thelpbutfeelgoosebumpsalloverwhenhethoughtabouthowghostscouldsecretlybe

observinghimatalltimes…

Shortlyafter,Haroldwalkedovertotheduobeforeasking,“Findanythingoutoftheordinary,Mr.

Crawford?”
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“FromwhatI’vemanagedtogatheruptillthispoint,thekillerwasneverahuman,butinstead,a

grudgefulghost!”

“…Comeagain?Agrudgefulghost?Areyouabsolutelysure,Mr.Crawford?Thisisn’texactlyaminor



case,”repliedHaroldinaslightlydoubtfultone.

Truthbetold,Harolddidn’treallybelieveinghosts.However,withsomanysupernaturaloccurrences

happeningbeforehisveryeyes,whatotherchoicedidhehavebuttobelieve?

“Sinceyou’vehiredmetosolvethecase,you’lljusthavetotrustme,Mr.Lee.Regardless,Ipromiseyou

thatI,GeraldCrawford,neverlieaboutthingslikethis!Ifyoustillrefusetobelieveme,however,then

let’snotcontinuewastingeachother’stime,”repliedGeraldasheimmediatelyturnedaroundtoleave.

Ifhisjudgmentwasn’tgoingtobetrusted,thenhemayaswelljustleave.

QuicklystoppingGeraldfromleaving,Haroldthensighedbeforesaying,“Youmisunderstandme,Mr.

Crawford!I’mnotdoubtingyourcapabilitiesatall!However,dokeepinmindthatthiscaseisgettinga

bitoutofhandnow.Ineedsomethingalittlemore…Convincingtocalmeveryone,ifyouknowwhatI

mean…”

“Mr.Lee,Iassureyouonehundredpercentthatghostsareamongus.Regardless,ifI’mstayingthen

let’snotwasteanytimearguingabouttheirexistence.Themainfocusnowshouldbetocapturethe

grudgefulghostbeforeitcausesanymoretrouble!”declaredGeraldinaserioustone.

“…Yes,yes…You’reabsolutelyright!Finethen,Iplacemytrustinyou,Mr.Crawford!Withthatsaid…

Whatshouldwedonext?”askedHarold.

“Fornow,IsuggestthatyouandyourmenheadbackfirstwhileIremainherewithmydisciple.Callita

hunch,butIbelievethatthegrudgefulghoststillhassomeunfinishedbusinesshere.Withthatinmind,

itwillsurelyreturntonight!”repliedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Haroldsimplyagreed.SincehehadchosentotrustGerald,hebelievedthatGerald



hadaplan.Besides,Geraldwastheexpertinthesupernaturalhere,sowhowashetoquestionhis

decisions?

Withthat,Haroldandhismensoonleftthebuilding…

Bythatpoint,thecrowdfrombeforehaddispersed—sinceitwasn’tliketherewasanyonetogivethem

adviceanymoreanyway—,andtheElysianLabyrinthwaspromptlycordonedoff…

Topassthetime,GeraldandReysimplyremainedintheircaroutsidethedeadman’shome.

Oncenightcame,Reycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Areyoureallysurethatwe’llseetheghosttonight,

brotherGerald…?”

“Puttingitsimply,allghostsinstinctuallyfeeltheneedtoreturntocrimescenesinvolvingthem.Adding

thattothefactthatnightisusuallythemostactivetimeforghosts,I’mprettysurethatthegrudgeful

ghostwillmakeareturn!”repliedGerald.

WithhowconfidentGeraldsounded,ReywasinclinedtobelievethatGeraldmustberight.

SeeingthatReyhadasked,Geraldtookhisphoneouttocheckthetime…Apparently,itwasalreadyten.

Noddingasheslidhisphonebackintohispocket,Geraldthensaid,“Alright,let’smakeourmove!”

Followingthat,theduoleftthecarbeforestealthilymakingtheirwaytotheElysianLabyrinth’s

entrance…



JustasReywasabouttoopenthedoor,however,Geraldsuddenlycalledoutinahushedtone,“Hold

it!”

AsReyturnedaroundtolookatGerald,wonderingwhatwaswrong,hecouldn’thelpbutfurrowhis

browsasGeraldplacedhishandonRey’sforehead.

Thetruthwas,GeraldwascurrentlytransmittingsomepowerintoRey…
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“…What…exactlyareyoudoing,brotherGerald…?”askedtheconfusedRey.

“I’mtransferringsomepowerintoyousothatyou’llbeabletoseeghostslikemefromnowon.

However,bewarnedthattheseevilspiritscanbemuchscarierandmoreviciousthanyoucouldever

imagine.Withthatinmind,Iadviseyoutosteelyourwill!”explainedGerald.

SincethiswasgoingtobeRey’sfirsttimeseeingarealevilspirit,Geraldknewthattheexperiencecould

bequiteunnerving.Withthat,hemadesuretotellReytopreparehimselfinhopesthathisdisciple

wouldn’tendupjustwettinghispantsandfaintingonthespot…

“Gotit,brotherGerald!I’llbesuretokeepmyselfincheck!”repliedRey,determinationinhiseyes.



Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenledthewayintotheElysianLabyrinth…

Onceinside,GeraldquicklysummonedtheAstrabyssSwordbeforesaying,“SpiritSummoningSpell!”

Followingthat,hebeganchanginganincantationofsortstosummonanynearbyghosts.Oncethespell

wassuccessfullycompleted,anyspiritslingeringaroundwouldinstantlybecompelledtoheadtothe

ElysianLabyrinth…

ThiswasalsothereasonwhyGeraldhademphasizedsomuchonReysteelinghisspiritearlier.Afterall,

neitherofthemknewwhatkindsofghostswouldshowup.

Regardless,withthecompletionofthespell,GeraldandReythenwaitedthereinsilence…

However,itwasn’tlongbeforeachillingbreezeblewonthebackofRey’sneck,causingshiverstorun

downhisentirebody!

“B-brotherGerald…”whimperedRey.

Uponhearingthat,GeraldinstantlyswungtheAstrabyssSwordattheevilspiritthathadmanifested

rightbehindRey!

ReyhimselfquicklyturnedbacktolookatwhatGeraldwasattacking…onlytofindhiseyeswideningin

shockwhenhesawanevilspiritwithatinyfaceglaringathim!Whilethetinyfaceglowedadarkblue,



thespirit’seyeswereabloodyred,makingtheevilspiritallthemoreterrifyingtolookat!

RealizingthatReywassoscaredthathecouldn’tevenbreatheright,Geraldquicklyyankedhisdisciple

tohisbackbeforeyelling,“Staybehindme!I’lldealwithit!”

NowthatReywasinasafeposition,Geraldleapedforwardtostrikeatthespiritagain!

Evenso,theevilspiritwasn’tabouttoallowitselftogethitthateasily.Quicklymorphingintoablack

miasma,itimmediatelybegantryingtoescape!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttogiveitthatchance.Extendinghisarm,Geraldthenyelled,“Soul

Chain!”

Andjustlikethat,hisSoulChainwassummonedanditquicklywrappedaroundtheevilspirit!

“Pull!”instructedGerald,resultinginthechainforcefullydraggingthenowangeredandroaringspirit

rightbeforeGerald…

“Didyouhonestlythinkyouweregoingtobeabletoescapeacultivator’sgrasp,evilspirit?”mocked

Geraldinadisdainfultone.

Uponrealizingthatthespirithadbeencaptured,Rey—whohadjustcalmeddown—quicklywalkedover

toGerald’sside…onlytofeelhisheartskipabeatoncemorewhenhesawhowtrulyhorrifyingtheevil

spiritlookedup-close!

“Don’tworry,itcan’tattackyounowthatI’veboundit!Speakingofwhich,ifyou’restillfeeling

intimidated,don’tworrytoomuchaboutit.Afterall,thisisjustthefirstofmany,andthemorespirits



yousee,thelessthreateningthey’lleventuallyseem!”comfortedGerald,knowingthatReywasfinding

ithardtoacceptallthis.

Geraldknewforafactthatmanypeoplewould’vealreadywetthemselvesuponseeingthisevilspiritfor

thefirsttime.WhileReywasinitiallyscared,heeventuallybecametoughenoughtohandlethismuch,

andthatmadeGeraldfeelrathersatisfied.Afterall,heofallpeopleknewthatadaptingtosuch

horrifyingspiritstooktime,soGeraldwasn’tabouttoforceReytoadapttothemthatquickly.

Regardless,afternoddinginresponse,Reythenmuttered,“Um…BrotherGerald…aboutthatevil

spirit…”
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RealizingthatReywaslookingattheevilspirit,Geraldthenreplied,“I’llbeexterminatingitsothatit

can’tcauseanyfurtherharm!”

Followingthat,GeraldtookthePhangrottomTalismanout…anduponwavingitbeforetheevilspirit,it

instantlyletoutamightyroar!

However,thelongeritroared,thefeebleritsounded,untileventually,itwasreducedintonothingbut

ash…Andjustlikethat,Geraldhaddefeatedtheevilspirit!

ThankstothePhangrottomTalisman,dealingwithspiritswasnolongeramajorissueforGerald.

ReyhimselfcouldonlystaredumbfoundedbyhoweasilyGeraldhadexorcisedtheevilspirit.Tothink

thatthePhangrottomTalismanwasthatpowerful!



“Thetalismanistrulyincredible,brotherGerald!”exclaimedRey.

“Indeed.WhyelsedoyouthinkthePhangrottomClanseeitasaworthytreasure?”repliedGerald.

IfeventhePhangrottomClantreasuredit,itwasundoubtedlyapowerfulitem…Itcertainlyexplained

whypeopleevenriskedtheirlivesjusttoobtainthetalisman.Evenso,intheend,thetalismancould

onlyeverbelongtoGerald….

Regardless,nowthattheissuehadbeendealtwith,Geraldwaspromptedtosay,“Alright,we’redone

here!Let’sheadtotheGreatCouncil!”

Withthat,theduolefttheElysianLabyrinth,andnottoolongafter,theircarcametoahaltbeforethe

GreatCouncilbuilding…

Despitethefactthatitwasalreadymidnightthere,theentirebuildingwasstillbrightlylitandthe

atmospheretherewasastenseasever…Afterall,Haroldandhismenhadanxiouslybeenwaitingfor

GeraldandReytoreportback.

Regardless,uponseeingGeraldandReystepout,oneofHarold’ssubordinates—whohadbeen

stationedinfrontofthebuildingtoreporttheduo’sreturn—immediatelyrantowardHarold’soffice

beforeexcitedlyreporting,“S-sir!They’reback!”

Uponhearingthat,thedelightedHaroldinstantlygottohisfeetandrushedoutofhisoffice.

SeeingGeraldandReythere,hequicklygreetedthembeforeaskingwithanexpectantlookonhisface,

“What’sthesituationlike,Mr.Crawford?”



LookingatHarold,Geraldthencalmlyreplied,“I’vealreadyexorcisedtheevilspirit,Mr.Lee.

Everything’ssettlednow!”

Hearingthat,Mr.Leeimmediatelyheavedasighofreliefbeforenodding.Bythispoint,hefullybelieved

inGerald’swords.

“Nowthen,ifthere’snothingelse,we’llbetakingourleave!”addedGerald.

“Ofcourse!Again,we’reextremelygratefulforallyourhelp,Mr.Crawford!”repliedHaroldashe

personallysawthemofftilltheygottheircar…

ItwasonlyaftertheduoleftwhenHaroldfinallyreturnedintothebuilding…

“…Um…Sir?Doyoureallythinkthecasehasbeensolved…?Justlikethat…?Imean,nottoberude,but

theideaofghostsexisting…”mutteredoneofHarold’ssubordinatesnowthatGeraldandReyhadleft.

Itwasnaturalforthemtofeeldoubtful.Afterall,anyonewouldfeelskepticalovertheexistenceof

ghosts.

Evenso,theharshrealitywasthatghoststrulydidexistinthesameplaneastheydid.Justbecausethey

couldn’tseethem,didn’tmeantheyweren’treal…
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Nowthatthecasewasdoneandtheywerestillawakeanyway,GeraldandReyreturnedhometoget

JunoandYrsaouttohavesupper.



Headingtowardalocalnightmarket,thefourfoundanicestallandtooktheirseatsthere.

Uponsittingdown,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“Wow!Tothinkthatthere’dbesuchaplaceinthe

city!”

Rey,forone,hadnevercometoplaceslikethisbefore,soheprettymuchhadnoideathatlocationslike

theseexistedinthefirstplace.

“…What?Didn’tyoustudyhere?Howcouldyouhavespentallyouryearsinthisuniversitywithout

findingoutaboutthisplace?Youruniversitylifewasacompletewaste!”jokedGeraldbeforesnickering.

Chucklingsheepishly,Reythenscratchedthebackofhisheadinslightembarrassmentbeforereplying,

“Still,thatjustshowsthatIworkmoreandplayless!”

ThoughReyunconsciouslypraisedhimself,thetriosimplyrolledtheireyesinresponse.Noneofthem

couldwinagainstReywhenitcametonarcissism!

Atthatmoment,thestall’sownerwalkedoverwithamenu,asmileonherfaceasshesaid,“Welcome,

welcome!There’sadiscountoneverythingtoday,somakesureyouchoosewhateveryoulike!”

Uponhearingthat,Reyinstantlyexclaimed,“Really?ThenI’morderinglotsthen,brotherGerald!After

all,Iwon’tbetheonepayingthebill!”

WatchingasReythenlaughedbeforegrabbingthemenu,Geraldsimplyshookhisheadathischildish

disciple.



NotthatGeraldreallymindedit.Afterall,hehadplentyofcashtospare,sotreatinghispartywasn’t

reallyabigdealtohim.

Whilethatwasthecase,bythetimethefood—thatReyordered—arrivedtenminuteslater,the

amountwasstaggering,tosaytheleast!

“…You…orderedquiteabit,Rey!Canweevenfinishallthis?”askedJunoasshelookedattheboy.

“Don’tunderestimatemyappetite,MissZorn!”repliedReyashepattedhischest.

Unsureofhowtoevenrespondtothat,Junosimplyshookherhead,hopingthathemeantwhathehad

justsaid.

Withthat,allfourofthembeganeatingtheirmeal.

SeeinghowrapidlyReywasgobblingdownhisfood,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlaughashesaid,“Rey,the

food’snotgoinganywhere!Whyareyoueatinglikeyouhaven’thadamealinahundredyears?Areyou

ahungryghostorsomething?”

LookingupatGeraldwithhischeeksstillstuffedwithfood,Reythenchewedalittlebeforereplying,“I

can’thelpit,brotherGerald!Wehaven’teatentheentireday,youknow?”

Sighingasheshookhishead,Geraldthensaid,“Youbarelycareaboutyourimageatall,doyou,Rey?”



Whilesomemayconsiderthattobeaninsult,itwasacomplimentinGerald’sbook.Essentially,hewas

sayingthatReywasn’tapretentiousperson,andsuchpeoplewereveryeasytogetalongwith.

Whateverthecasewas,aftereatingawhilelonger,Junocouldn’thelpbutask,“Speakingofwhich…

What’sournextplan,Gerald?”
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Nowthattherewerenofurtherdistractionsandtheyweremostlydonewiththeirmealsanyway,itwas

hightimetodiscussthingsmoreseriously.

“Well,I’mthinkingofstartinganewofficeinanewplace.Ifthingsworkout,we’llhaveourown

establishedcompanythatdealswithpsychicmatters.Thatway,peoplewillknowwheretofindusif

theyhaveissuesregardingsuchthings,”repliedGerald.

Aftersolvingtoday’smystery,GeraldhadthoughtabouthowtheGreatCouncilonlydealtwithmatters

betweenhumansuptillthispoint.Ifheestablishedacompanythatspecializedindealingwiththe

paranormal,thoseseekinghelpwouldbeabletogetactualresultsinsteadofhavingclueless

investigators.

Whatmore,withthegatestotheghostworldnowopen,moreincidentslikethiswouldsurelyhappen,

whichfurtherpromptedGeraldtogiveseriousthoughtabouttheidea.

Eitherway,afterlisteningtoGerald’ssuggestion,thetrioimmediatelynoddedwithouttheslightest

hesitation.

“Ithinkthat’sanexcellentidea,Gerald!”saidJunoasshelookedathim.



“I’mgladyouthinkso.Speakingofwhich,Rey,Yrsa.Bothofyouwillhavetostartyourformaltraining

soon!JunoandIwillbetrainingyouseparately,andonceyou’reready,we’llstartsendingyououtto

fightrealbattles.Withthatinmind,bothofyouhadbestmentallyprepareyourselves!”declaredGerald.

Uponhearingthat,thetwodisciplesexchangedglancesbeforenoddingslightly.

Reyhimselfhadadeterminedexpressiononhisfaceashereplied,“Gotit,brotherGerald!Wewon’tlet

youdown!”

Truthbetold,Reyhadbeenwaitingforthismomentforquiteawhilenow.Afterall,hewasratherkeen

tolearnaboutthemanywaysofproperlydealingwithghosts.

Whileitwastruethatheendedupgettingslightlyfrightenedearlier—duetoitbeinghisfirsttime

properlyseeinganevilspirit—hehadtoadmitthattheexperiencewasavaluableone.

Regardless,asthefourcontinuedchattingastheyfinishedtheirmeals,loudcrashingnoises—thatwere

quitecloseby—immediatelycaughttheirattention.

Turningtofacethesourceofthesound,thegroupsawaratherintimidating-lookinggangarmedwith

woodenbatsslowlymakingtheirwaytowardthem.Astheyslowlymadetheirwayforward,the

hooligansmadesuretovandalizeallthestallsaroundthemwiththeirbats!

Naturally,thesceneinstantlycausedGeraldandhispartymemberstofrown.Tothinktheywouldbump

intosuchasituationwhileeating!

Thestallownerherselfwasalreadypackingherwaresup,lookingextremelyanxious.



“Huh?Areyouclosingalready?Butwehaven’tevenfinishedeatingyet!”askedReyashelookedatthe

panickingstallowner.

“Look,justleavewhileyoucan!Don’tworryaboutpaying!Considerittobemytreat!”repliedthestall

ownerinahastytoneasfinishedpackingupandpreparedtopushhercartaway.

“Whoexactlyarethosepeople…?Andwhyareyousoterrifiedofthem?”askedGeraldnext.

Whileheobviouslyknewthattheyweregangmembers,hewantedmoredetailsaboutthem.

Sighinginresponse,thestallownerquicklyreplied,“They’refromtheHokluxgang,andtheyrunillegal

protectionracketsaroundhere!Ican’tsayanymorethanthat,soplease,justletmeandmydaughter

leavealready!”

Justasshewasabouttocontinuepushinghercartaway,anangryyellcouldbeheardsaying,“Stop

her!”

Followingthat,severalmembersofthegangquicklyrushedforwardtoblockherpath.

Surroundedbythebat-wieldingmen,thestallownerandherdaughtercouldn’teventakeanotherstep

further!
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