
Chapter1913

“It’sfineifyoudon’tgetit.Whateverthecaseis,I’mgoingtobehavinganout-of-bodyexperiencenow

tocheckifmytheoryiscorrect!Withthatsaid,besuretoguardmybodywellinthemeantime!”said

Gerald.

“Gotit,Mr.Crawford!Dobecareful!”repliedReyasGeraldnoddedbeforelyingdown…

Shortlyafter,hisghostformshotoutfromhisbodybeforedivingdownward!

Continuingtodivedeeperanddeeper,Geraldeventuallycameacrossthesourceoftheduo’splight…

TruetoGerald’sguess,therereallywasagiantmechanismunderneaththemthisentiretime!

Withthatmysterysolved,Geraldknewthatinorderforthemtoescapethishellishloop,theywould

needtotakealiteralleapoffaithafterfindingaspecificnumberonthestairs…Iftheydidn’t,theycould

verywellenduplivingtherestoftheirlivesonthesestairs…

Regardless,nowthathehadlearnedallthis,Geraldboltedbacktohisphysicalbody…anduponre-

enteringit,heinstantlyyelled,“Bingo!”

SinceGeraldhadmadesuchanabruptreturn,itscaredthelivingdaylightsoutofRey!

Oncetheyouthfinallycalmeddown,hecouldonlylookhelplesslyatGeraldashemutteredbetween

pants,“D-d*mnit,Mr.Crawford…!Youalmostgavemeaheartattack…!Don’tgoshoutingso

abruptly…!”

Tobefair,beingallaloneinsuchdarknesswouldmakeanyonefeelutterlyterrified…



WhileevenGeraldwasmomentarilystunnedbyRey’sreaction,hequicklysnappedoutofitbefore

saying,“…Gotit!Anyway,listen,IthinkI’vefoundawaytogetoutofthisplace!”

“…H-huh?Really?Thenwhatarewewaitingfor,Mr.Crawford?Leadtheway!”repliedRey,instantly

forgettingaboutbeingscaredhalftodeathjustsecondsearlier.Afterall,Rey’sprioritywastoleavethis

placeassoonaspossiblesincehefeltthathewouldgomadfromanxietyifhehadtostayinthisplace

anylonger…

Noddinginagreement,GeraldthenbeganleadingReydownthestairsagain…andeventually,hefound

theexactspottheyneededtobeat.

Seeingthattheyhadstopped,theconfusedReycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Um…Mr.Crawford…?Didn’t

yousaywewereleaving…?We’vebeendescendingthestairsforquiteawhilenow…”

Hearingthat,GeraldturnedtofaceReybeforesaying,“Thisisit.We’rejumpingdownfromhere!”

“…H-huh?!”repliedReyashisjawinstantlydropped,unsureofwhetherhehadheardright.

UponseeinghowdeterminedGerald’sfollowingnodwas,theworriedReyimmediatelyrepliedina

fearfultone,“P-pleasedon’tjokeaboutthis,Mr.Crawford…Wecan’tevenseethebottomfromhere!

We’llsurelydie!”

Aftersayingthat,Reycouldn’thelpbutgulpashestareddown…Thelongerhestaredattheabyss,the

moreterrifiedhegot…

Geraldhimselfsimplyraisedabrowashesaid,“…Rey,doyouhonestlythinkI’djokeaboutsomething



likethis?”

WhileReywassurethatGeraldwouldn’t,hismaster’sordertoleapintotheabysswassimplymind

boggling…

SeeinghowhesitantReywasbeing,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsighasheadded,“…Fine,I’llbejumping

firstthen.However,ifIdoendupdying,goodluckthinkingofotherwaystoleave!”

MomentarilyleftstupefiedbyGerald’sabsurdsuggestion,Reycouldonlystarewide-eyedasGerald

leapedoffthestairswithoutevenwaitingforhisreply!

WhileReywasleftpanicking,Geraldhimselfhadmadeasafelandingatopanothersetofstairs…

Justashehadthought,thetricktoescapingthatloopwasbyhoppingoffthestepwiththatspecific

number!

However,Reywasn’tawarethatGeraldwasstillalive.Withthatinmind,itwasn’tasurprisethathe

soonbegancallingout,“M-Mr.Crawford…!”
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Hearinghowworriedtheboywasforhissafety,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmilesubtlyashelookedup

whileshouting,“Whatareyouwaitingfor,Rey?Jumpalready!”



UponhearingGerald’sresponse,Reywasinstantlyoverjoyed.Afterall,notonlywasGeraldstillalive,

buthehadapparentlysuccessfullyfoundawaytoescapethishellishloop!

Nowthatheknewthis,Reymustereduphiscourage…beforeleapingandplungingstraightintothe

abyss!

Immediatelyscreamingasheplummeted,hisutterterrorsoonturnedintoconfusionwhenherealized

thathisfeetwerealreadyontheground.Thefallhadbarelyeventakenasecond!

“…Wastherereallyaneedtoscreamthatloudly…”grumbledGeraldwhoseearswerenowthrobbing

duetohowloudReyhadbeen.

WhileGeraldwasleftannoyed,Reyhimselfwassooverjoyed—thathewasstillalive—thathe

immediatelyexclaimed,“I-I’malive!Andtothinkthatthejumpwasn’tevenallthatlong!W-we’re

finallyfreefromthosestairs,Mr.Crawford…!”

Shakinghisheadinresignationathowchildishhisdisciplewasbeing,Geraldsimplypattedhimonthe

backbeforestartingtowalktowardthelightbeforethem…

Nowrealizingthattheexithadbeenthisclosethisentiretime,Rey’seyeswidenedashecalledout,“W-

waitforme,Mr.Crawford!”

QuicklycatchinguptoGerald,theduosoonwentpasttheshiningexit…However,whatawaitedthem

wasnothingshortofsurprising.

Beyondtheexit,layaworn-downplacethatlookedutterlyravaged…



Staringatthenear-endlesstoweringpillarsaroundthem,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaiminawe,“H-holy

cr*p!Tothinkthatsuchaplaceexisteddownhere…!Everythingherelooksancient!”

ThoughGeraldsaidnothing,hesharedthesamesentiments.Afterall,whowouldn’tbeamazedand

shockedtofindancientruinsoutoftheblue…

Regardless,Geraldwasfirsttobreakthesilencebysaying,“…Comeon,let’shavealookaround!”

Noddinginagreement,ReythenbeganexploringthewondrousplacewithGerald…

However,theyhadonlytakenafewstepsforwardwhenbothofthemstoppeddeadintheirtracks.

Strangeskitteringsoundsseemedtobequicklyapproachingthem,andtheycouldimmediatelytellthat

somethingwasamiss.Wasitdanger…?

“…What…isthat,Mr.Crawford…?”whisperedReyasheleanedinclosertoGerald.

Insteadofreplyingwithaguess,Geraldsimplychosetoslowlyturnaround,promptingReytodothe

same…andthesecondtheysawwhatwascomingforthem,Rey’seyesimmediatelywidened.

Asitturnedout,thesoundswerecomingfromahoardofgiantscorpions!

“H-holycr*p!Whythehellarethosescorpionssomassive?!”stutteredthequiveringRey.



“Shutit!Andstopmovingaroundsomuch!”orderedGeraldinacalmtone.

Whileitwashisfirsttimeseeingsuchmassivescorpionsaswell,hewasn’tafraidofthematall.Afterall,

hehadalreadyseenallkindsofhorrifyingghosts,sohowscarycouldscorpionsbeforhim?

ThoughGeraldwasn’tintimidatedbythegiantscorpions,thatwasn’tthecaseforRey.Hewas

completelyfrozeninfearashewatchedthescorpionsquicklyencirclethem,swayingtheirpointy

stingersfromtimetotime,seeminglypreparedtoattackthematanymoment…

Smallscorpionstingswerealreadyquitevenomous,soReydidn’tevenwanttobeginimagininghow

potenttheselargescorpions’stingerswere…Infact,fromhowlargeandsharpthosestingerslooked,

onewouldprobablydiefromthestabalone…
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“W-whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford…?”whisperedRey,gulpingashestaredatallthegiant

scorpionsaroundthem.Nomatterhowhardhetried,hecouldn’tseeanopeningforthemtoescapeat

all!

“Staycalm!I’mthinking!”repliedGeraldashecontinuedlookingaround,hopingthatitwouldhelphim

deviseanescapeplan.

Thankfully,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldspottedalargedoorleadingoutofthisarea.

Withtheirescaperouteinhissight,Geraldquicklywhispered,“Rey,doyouseethatlargedooratyour

twelveo’clock?”



Turningtolookinthatdirection,Reythennoddedbeforereplying,“Ido!”

“Good,nowlistenup.Theplanissimple.YourushovertoopenthatdoorwhileIdistractthescorpions!

Gotit?”explainedGerald.

“L-loudandclear!”repliedRey,knowingthatthatwastheirbestbetofsurvivingthisencounter.

Hearingthat,GeraldthendrewhisAstrabyssSwordbeforepushingReywithhisotherhandwhileyelling,

“Good!Nowgo!”

AsReynoddedbeforeboltingtowardthelargedoor,Geraldhimselfbeganchannelinghisenergyinto

theAstrabyssSword,allowingittoemititsspiritblade.

Watchingasthescorpionsbackedoffabit—aftertheysawthespiritblade—,Geraldtookthatchanceto

getabitclosertoRey.HemadesuretostickcloseenoughtoReytoensurethatReywouldn’tgetsneak

attackedbyanyhidingscorpions…

Thankstotheduo’steamwork,theywereabletogetReytothelargedoor…

ToRey’sdismay,however,nomatterhowhardhepushed,thedoorwouldn’tbudge!Thenagain,it

wasn’treallyallthatsurprising.Afterall,thedoorwasmadeofstoneanditstoodoverthirtyfeettall.

TherewasnowayReywasevergoingtobeabletoopenit!



Understandingthat,Reyyelled,“Um…!Thedoor’stooheavyformetoopen…!”

“Again,staycalm.I’msurethere’samechanismtoopenit!”repliedGeraldwhocurrentlyhadhiseyes

onthegiantscorpionsthatwerenowchargingtowardhim!

Seeingthat,Reyknewthatitwasalluptohimnow.Ifhefailedtofindthemechanism,thenthiswould

betheirend…Becauseofthat,failurewasn’tanoption!

Withthatinmind,Reyquicklycalmedhimselfbeforestartingtosearchforthemechanism…andnot

longafter,hefoundit!

Themechanismitselfresembledacirculardoorhandle,andafterReypulledit,thelargedoorinstantly

beganshaking!

Takingafewstepsback,Reycouldonlystarewide-eyedasthedoorfinallyswungopenafewseconds

later.

Delighted,Reythenyelled,“M-Mr.Crawford,comequick!Thedoor’sopen!”

Hearingthat,Geraldinstantlyturnedtochargefortheexit…andmomentslater,bothofthemfound

themselvesstaringatthelargescorpions—thathadnowstoppedintheirtracks—fromtheothersideof

thegiantdoor…

Shortlyafter,thescorpionsbeganretreating,promptingtheconfusedReytoask,“…Huh?They’re…not

chasingafterus…?”

Staringastheyscuttledoff,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Indeed…I’massumingthatthey’reafraidof



somethinginhere!”
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Aftersayingthat,GeraldturnedaroundandbeganexploringthisnewplacewithRey…

Shortlyafter,theycameacrossaspringofsortsthathadcrystalclearwaterthatsplashedalloverthe

place…

Naturally,thissurprisedtheduo.Tothinkthattherewouldbeaspringhereofallplaces…

“Howoddtofindaspringoutoftheblue!”exclaimedReyashewalkedovertothebodyofflowing

waterbeforescoopingsomeuptodrink…

Eyes-wideningthesecondhegulpeddown,Reycouldn’thelpbutturntofaceGeraldasheadded,“Holy!

Thewater’ssweet!”

Reyhadnevertastedsuchsweetandrefreshingspringwaterinhisentirelife!

Hearingthat,Geraldwalkedoveraswelltotastethewater…andtruetoRey’swords,thewatertruly

wasrathersweet.

Thefactthataspringwithsuchsweetwaterwasdownhereinthishorribleplacetrulywasmystifying…



BeforeReycouldtakeanotherscoop,thewatersuddenlybeganbubbling,causingtheyouthtofreezein

surprise.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforetheentirespringwasfilledwithbubbles,andwithinseconds,allthewater

suddenlyevaporated!

“…H-huh?Thehell?Howdidallthewatersuddenlydisappear!”exclaimedReyinanincreduloustone.

BeforeGeraldcouldeventheorize,however,acrisp‘crack’couldbeheardfromthemiddleofthedried-

outspring…

Fixingtheirgazesonthesourceofthesound,theduosimplywatchedasaslabofstonesuddenlybegan

risingfromthecenterofthedried-outspring…

Exchangingglanceswitheachother,GeraldandReyslowlywalkedoverasthestoneslabshiftedtothe

side…revealingwhatappearedtobeadarkenedentrancethatleddownward!

WhileRey’sfirstreactionwastostareatGeraldindisbelief,Geraldhimselfwasalreadyshininghis

flashlighttoilluminatethebottomofthehole…

Awhilelater,Geraldwordlesslybegandescendingthehole…Ofcourse,uponseeingthat,Reyhadno

choicebuttofollowhimdown…

Theholeitselfledtoaflatpath,andtheduowalkedonuntiltheyeventuallycameacrossahuge

chamber…



Seeingthattherewasagoldencasketinthemiddleofthechamber,Reycouldn’thelpbutexclaim,“…I-

isthatwhatIthinkitis…?Mygod!Thischamber…it’satomb!”

AsReywonderedhowthehelltheirexpeditionendedupbecomingatombexploration,Geraldhimself

beganwalkingdeeperintothetomb…

Itwasonlyafewstepslaterwhenthecandlesinthechambersuddenlyletup,instantlybrighteningthe

entiretomb…

Nowthateverythingwaswelllit,Geraldnoticedthattherewasatombstonewithinthechamber.

Walkingoverandseeingthatancientscripthadbeencarvedontothetombstone,Geraldturnedtolook

atReybeforeasking,“Say,canyoureadthis?”

GeraldknewthatReywasatopstudent,whichwaswhyhefeltthatReyhadachanceofdeciphering

thetext.

Regardless,Reyquicklyjoggedoverbeforehavingalookatthetombstone…

Ittookhimawhile,buteventually,Reyreplied,“Well…Itcontainsinformationaboutthistomb’sowner,

Mr.Crawford!FromwhatI’vegathered,theownerofthetombgoesbyTaliasYah,andhewasageneral

inanancientcountrycalledZanekh…Tothinkthatthetombofsuchagreatgeneralcouldbefound

withinMountDakriont…Howstupefying!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldimmediatelyknewthattheycouldn’ttouchanythinginhere.Afterall,

triggeringatrapinsuchahigh-profiletombwouldsurelyspelltheirdoom…



Ashewasthinkingofthat,thecornerofGerald’seyessuddenlycaughtaglimpseofafamiliarsymbolon

thegoldencasket…Wherehadheseenthatbefore…
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LookingatGerald’sraisedeyebrow,Reycouldn’thelpbutask,“Is…somethingwrong,Mr.Crawford…?

Didyoufindsomething…?”

“…Seethatsymbolthere?IfeellikeI’veseenitsomewherebefore…”mutteredGeraldashecontinued

flippingthroughhismemories…

Sometimelater,hesuddenlyyelled,“Iremembernow!”

Followingthat,Geraldfishedthemapoutbeforequicklyscanningthroughit.

Raisingaslightbrow,Reytheninchedclosertolookatthemapaswell…andwhenhefinallyrealized

thattheexactsymbol—onthecasket—couldbefoundonthemap,Reyimmediatelyexclaimed,“…Holy,

isthat…Then…Insteadofgoingafterthetreasure,Tyewastryingtolocatethistombthisentire

time…?!”

“I’mguessingso!”repliedGeraldwithanod,finallyahundredpercentsurethatTyewasuptonogood.

Butwhatwashescheming…?

AsGeraldwaswonderingaboutthat,TyeandhismenfinallymadeittoMoonbeamVillage…



DespiteGeraldtakingpityonthemandallowingthemtolive,Tyewasn’tabouttogiveuponhisgoals

thateasily.Still,withoutthemap,Tyeandhismenhadremainedlostinthemountain’sforestsfor

ages…

Regardless,uponattemptingtostepfootintothevillage,Stanton—whojustsohappenedtosee

them—immediatelyrushedoverbeforeasking,“Andwhomightallofyoube?”

AsmoreofthevillagersranovertostandbehindStanton,theyknewwhyhewasbeingsovigilant.After

all,Tyeandhismenlookedincrediblysuspicious…

Raisingaslightbrow,Tyethenglaredattheoldmanbeforereplyinginanannoyedtone,“Thatisn’t

important.Regardless,haveyourecentlycomeacrossthreeindividualsdressedlikeus?”

Stantonwasnoidiot.FromTye’sexpressionalone,hecouldalreadytellthatthemanwasn’tagood

person.Withthat,hesimplyshookhisheadashereplied,“…I’mafraidnot!It’sbeenagessinceanyone

fromtheoutsideworldcametoourvillage!Speakingoftheoutsideworld,howdidallofyougethere?”

Uponhearingthat,Tyesquintedhiseyesatthechief,wonderingiftheoldmanwastellingthetruth…

Unfortunately,atthatverymoment,ayoungwomancamejoggingtowardStantonwhileyelling,“The

meal’sready,chief!Havethethreewisemenreturnedyet?”

WhileStantonwassurprisedtohearthatstatement,Tyeandhismenimmediatelyfrowned.

NowfullyawarethatStantonhadliedtothem,Tyethenyelled,“Howdareyoulietome,oldman!”



Stantonhimselfwasatalossforwords.Thatyoungwomantrulyhadarrivedattheworstpossible

time…

SeeingthatStantonwasn’tkeenonreplying,Tyethengrabbedtheoldmanbyhiscollarbeforeroaring,

“Enoughgames!Wherethehellarethosethree!”

ItwasclearbynowthatTye’shatredforGeraldwasbeyondwords…Tyehimselfhadevenswornto

showGeraldnomercythenexttimetheybumpedintohim.

Whateverthecasewas,StantonhardlyevenflinchedatTye’sattemptatintimidatinghim.Instead,the

oldmansimplyreplied,“HowshouldIknow?Theysimplyleftwithouttellinguswheretheywere

headedto!”

“Areyouhonestlystilllyingtome?Don’tblamemeforbeingruthlessthen!”scowledTyewithasnort,

hisguttellinghimthatGeraldandhispartywerewellacquaintedwithStanton.Afterall,whyelsewould

theoldmanlieaboutsomethinglikethis?

Followingthat,Tyeorderedhismentogatherallthevillagers.Oncethatwasdone,Tyealsoinstructed

themtotieStantontothepillaratthevillage’sentrance…

“I’mgoingtoaskonefinaltime…Tellmewheretheywent!”shoutedTye,believingthattheoldman

wouldfinallyspillthebeansnow.

“I’vealreadytoldyou,Idon’tknow!”
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Chapter1918

DespitehowseriousStantonlookedashescowledback,Tyewasn’tbuyingit.

Nowfullyenraged,Tyeglaredathismenbeforeordering,“Men!Beatthisoldb*starduptillhetalks!”

Hearingthat,twoofTye’smenthensteppedforwardwithwhipsinhand…andwithouttheslightest

mercy,theybeganwhippingthepooroldman!

Naturally,theothervillagersinstantlybecameenraged,andsomeofthebolderonesevenrushed

forwardtorescuetheirpoorchief!

Seeingthat,Tyesimplyshookhishead,glaringatthosewhodaredopposehimashishandquickly

reachedoutforhispistol…

Andwithadeafening‘bang’,oneofthecourageousvillagersfloppedtotheground,dead…

Uponwitnessingthathorrifyingscene,noneoftheothervillagersdaredtotakeanotherstepforward…

Tyehimselfsimplysneered,“Listen,everytimeyourefusetotellmewheretheyare,I’lljustkillanother

villager!Withthatinmind,you’dbetterstartfessingupalready!Still,I’mgladnobodyevenknows

aboutyourvillage!Becauseofthat,IcandowhateverIwantwithyou!”

“Chief,justgivethemtheinformation!”calledoutoneofthevillagers,notwantingtheentirevillageto

getmassacredjustforthesakeofprotectingthosethreewisemen.



“Yeah,chief!Ourentirevillageisatstakehere!”

“Please,justtellthem,chief…!”

Oneafteranother,thevillagerscontinuedpleadingStantontoshareGerald’slocationwiththem…and

eventually,thechiefknewhedidn’treallyhaveanyotherchoice.Afterall,heneededtoprioritizehis

village’ssafety.

Withthat,Stantonsighedbeforedeclaring,“…Fine.I’lltellyouononecondition!Youhavetoleaveus

onceyougettheinformation!Deal?”

“Deal!”repliedTyewithouttheslightesthesitation.

“They’vegonedeeperintothemountain!Tobemorespecific,theyenteredacavewithtwostonepillars

beforeit!”saidStanton.

Hearingthat,Tye’sexpressioninstantlysoured.TothinkthatGeraldwasabletolocatetheexactcave

Tyehimselfwastryingtolookfor!

“Hah!Notbad…”repliedTyewithanod,asinistersmileonhisfaceasheslowlyaimedhisgunat

Stanton’schest…andwiththepullofatrigger,abulletshotthroughtheoldman’schest.

“C-chief…!”criedoutthevillagersasStantonspatoutamouthfulofblood…beforehisheaddrooped

andhislimbswentcompletelylimp…

Afterstaringforawhileattheirchief’sfreshcorpse,severalofthevillagersturnedtoglareatTyewhile

roaring,“How…Howinhumane…!Youutterb*stard…!”



“Youpromisedyou’dleaveusbe!Whydidyouhavetokillourchief?!Youdemon!”

Uponhearingallthosecurses,Tye’sfrownonlyworsenedasheaimedhispistolatthevillagers…and

justlikethat,severalmorevillagersfelltotheground,dead.

Eachbullethadhititsmark,andasTyereloadedhisgun,heyelledout,“Killthemall!Makesureyou

don’tmissanyone!”

Noddinginresponse,Tye’smenthenretrievedtheirknives…andthemassacresoonbegan.

BythetimeTyeandhismenweredone,theentirevillagepopulationhadbeenwipedout.Moonbeam

villagewasnomore…

Howabsolutelyvile…
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MovingbacktoGeraldandRey,theyhadnowayofknowingaboutthemassacrethathadtakenplaceat

MoonbeamVillage.Evenso,itwasprettymuchguaranteedthatGeraldwouldn’tletTyeandhismenoff

thesecondhefoundoutaboutwhattheyhaddone…

Regardless,sincetheywerebothstandingbeforethecasketnow,Reywaspromptedtoask,“Should…

weopenthecasketandhavealookinside,Mr.Crawford…?”



“Negative.Itrulybelievethatsomethingterriblewillhappenifwedo,”repliedGerald,instantlycausing

Reytogiveuponhisidea.

Evenso,hecouldn’thelpbutremaincuriousaboutthecontentsofthegoldencasket.Afterall,Tyehad

beentryingsohardtosearchforit.Whatkindoftreasureslaywithin…?

“…Say,Mr.Crawford?WhatkindsoftreasuresdoyouthinkareinthistombforTyetotravelsofarjust

toobtainthem…?”askedRey.

Shakinghisheadinresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Ihavenoidea,thoughIbelievethethingshe’safterlies

withinthatcasket!”

ThoughGeraldknewthatthecasketwasbadnews,healsohadaprettygoodideathatitcontained

somethingextremelyvaluable.Afterall,Tyewastryingsohardtogetit.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthenbegansearchinghighandlowaroundthechamber.Afterall,he

wassickofremainingtrappedinhere.

Reystarteddoingthesame,andwiththeircombinedefforts,theduoeventuallymanagedtofindaway

out!

Quicklymakingtheirwayout,thetwosoonfoundthemselvessteppingintoaforestofsorts…

Still,GeraldandReyweremuchtoogladtofinallybeabletoseetheskyagaintobebotheredbythat.

Withhowstaletheairinthecavehadbeen,thetwomencouldn’thelpbutfeelextremelyrelaxednow

thattheycouldfinallytakewhiffsoffreshair…



Exhalingloudly,Reythensatonthegroundbeforeexclaiming,“Thankgodwe’refinallyoutofthatplace,

Mr.Crawford…!”

“Indeed!Let’sheadbacknow!”repliedGerald.

Atthatverymoment,bothoftheirearsperkedasseveralrustlingsoundscouldbeheardinthedistance!

Immediatelygettingvigilant,theduothenhidthemselveswellbeforepeekingouttoseewhowas

makingallthatnoise…andthesecondtheysawtheculprits,GeraldandReywererightfullysurprised.

“Mr.Crawford…!It’sTyeandhismen!”whisperedRey.

Geraldhimselfwasmuchtoobusywonderinghowtheyhadfoundtheirwayheresoquicklywithoutthe

map.

Whateverthecasewas,Tyeandhismenappearedtobefullyfocusedongettingtothecave.Withthat

inmind,theywereunabletodetectGeraldandRey…

Rememberingthatthecavewasn’ttoofarofffromhere,Geraldhadahunchthatthegroupwouldsoon

comeacrossit…

Evenso,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutwonderiftheywouldbeabletogetintothecaveinthefirstplace.
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LookingatGerald’sraisedeyebrow,Reycouldn’thelpbutask,“Is…somethingwrong,Mr.Crawford…?

Didyoufindsomething…?”

“…Seethatsymbolthere?IfeellikeI’veseenitsomewherebefore…”mutteredGeraldashecontinued

flippingthroughhismemories…

Sometimelater,hesuddenlyyelled,“Iremembernow!”

Followingthat,Geraldfishedthemapoutbeforequicklyscanningthroughit.

Raisingaslightbrow,Reytheninchedclosertolookatthemapaswell…andwhenhefinallyrealized

thattheexactsymbol—onthecasket—couldbefoundonthemap,Reyimmediatelyexclaimed,“…Holy,

isthat…Then…Insteadofgoingafterthetreasure,Tyewastryingtolocatethistombthisentire

time…?!”

“I’mguessingso!”repliedGeraldwithanod,finallyahundredpercentsurethatTyewasuptonogood.

Butwhatwashescheming…?

AsGeraldwaswonderingaboutthat,TyeandhismenfinallymadeittoMoonbeamVillage…

DespiteGeraldtakingpityonthemandallowingthemtolive,Tyewasn’tabouttogiveuponhisgoals



thateasily.Still,withoutthemap,Tyeandhismenhadremainedlostinthemountain’sforestsfor

ages…

Regardless,uponattemptingtostepfootintothevillage,Stanton—whojustsohappenedtosee

them—immediatelyrushedoverbeforeasking,“Andwhomightallofyoube?”

AsmoreofthevillagersranovertostandbehindStanton,theyknewwhyhewasbeingsovigilant.After

all,Tyeandhismenlookedincrediblysuspicious…

Raisingaslightbrow,Tyethenglaredattheoldmanbeforereplyinginanannoyedtone,“Thatisn’t

important.Regardless,haveyourecentlycomeacrossthreeindividualsdressedlikeus?”

Stantonwasnoidiot.FromTye’sexpressionalone,hecouldalreadytellthatthemanwasn’tagood

person.Withthat,hesimplyshookhisheadashereplied,“…I’mafraidnot!It’sbeenagessinceanyone

fromtheoutsideworldcametoourvillage!Speakingoftheoutsideworld,howdidallofyougethere?”

Uponhearingthat,Tyesquintedhiseyesatthechief,wonderingiftheoldmanwastellingthetruth…

Unfortunately,atthatverymoment,ayoungwomancamejoggingtowardStantonwhileyelling,“The

meal’sready,chief!Havethethreewisemenreturnedyet?”

WhileStantonwassurprisedtohearthatstatement,Tyeandhismenimmediatelyfrowned.

NowfullyawarethatStantonhadliedtothem,Tyethenyelled,“Howdareyoulietome,oldman!”

Stantonhimselfwasatalossforwords.Thatyoungwomantrulyhadarrivedattheworstpossible

time…



SeeingthatStantonwasn’tkeenonreplying,Tyethengrabbedtheoldmanbyhiscollarbeforeroaring,

“Enoughgames!Wherethehellarethosethree!”

ItwasclearbynowthatTye’shatredforGeraldwasbeyondwords…Tyehimselfhadevenswornto

showGeraldnomercythenexttimetheybumpedintohim.

Whateverthecasewas,StantonhardlyevenflinchedatTye’sattemptatintimidatinghim.Instead,the

oldmansimplyreplied,“HowshouldIknow?Theysimplyleftwithouttellinguswheretheywere

headedto!”

“Areyouhonestlystilllyingtome?Don’tblamemeforbeingruthlessthen!”scowledTyewithasnort,

hisguttellinghimthatGeraldandhispartywerewellacquaintedwithStanton.Afterall,whyelsewould

theoldmanlieaboutsomethinglikethis?

Followingthat,Tyeorderedhismentogatherallthevillagers.Oncethatwasdone,Tyealsoinstructed

themtotieStantontothepillaratthevillage’sentrance…

“I’mgoingtoaskonefinaltime…Tellmewheretheywent!”shoutedTye,believingthattheoldman

wouldfinallyspillthebeansnow.

“I’vealreadytoldyou,Idon’tknow!”
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DespitehowseriousStantonlookedashescowledback,Tyewasn’tbuyingit.

Nowfullyenraged,Tyeglaredathismenbeforeordering,“Men!Beatthisoldb*starduptillhetalks!”

Hearingthat,twoofTye’smenthensteppedforwardwithwhipsinhand…andwithouttheslightest

mercy,theybeganwhippingthepooroldman!

Naturally,theothervillagersinstantlybecameenraged,andsomeofthebolderonesevenrushed

forwardtorescuetheirpoorchief!

Seeingthat,Tyesimplyshookhishead,glaringatthosewhodaredopposehimashishandquickly

reachedoutforhispistol…

Andwithadeafening‘bang’,oneofthecourageousvillagersfloppedtotheground,dead…

Uponwitnessingthathorrifyingscene,noneoftheothervillagersdaredtotakeanotherstepforward…

Tyehimselfsimplysneered,“Listen,everytimeyourefusetotellmewheretheyare,I’lljustkillanother

villager!Withthatinmind,you’dbetterstartfessingupalready!Still,I’mgladnobodyevenknows

aboutyourvillage!Becauseofthat,IcandowhateverIwantwithyou!”

“Chief,justgivethemtheinformation!”calledoutoneofthevillagers,notwantingtheentirevillageto

getmassacredjustforthesakeofprotectingthosethreewisemen.

“Yeah,chief!Ourentirevillageisatstakehere!”



“Please,justtellthem,chief…!”

Oneafteranother,thevillagerscontinuedpleadingStantontoshareGerald’slocationwiththem…and

eventually,thechiefknewhedidn’treallyhaveanyotherchoice.Afterall,heneededtoprioritizehis

village’ssafety.

Withthat,Stantonsighedbeforedeclaring,“…Fine.I’lltellyouononecondition!Youhavetoleaveus

onceyougettheinformation!Deal?”

“Deal!”repliedTyewithouttheslightesthesitation.

“They’vegonedeeperintothemountain!Tobemorespecific,theyenteredacavewithtwostonepillars

beforeit!”saidStanton.

Hearingthat,Tye’sexpressioninstantlysoured.TothinkthatGeraldwasabletolocatetheexactcave

Tyehimselfwastryingtolookfor!

“Hah!Notbad…”repliedTyewithanod,asinistersmileonhisfaceasheslowlyaimedhisgunat

Stanton’schest…andwiththepullofatrigger,abulletshotthroughtheoldman’schest.

“C-chief…!”criedoutthevillagersasStantonspatoutamouthfulofblood…beforehisheaddrooped

andhislimbswentcompletelylimp…

Afterstaringforawhileattheirchief’sfreshcorpse,severalofthevillagersturnedtoglareatTyewhile

roaring,“How…Howinhumane…!Youutterb*stard…!”



“Youpromisedyou’dleaveusbe!Whydidyouhavetokillourchief?!Youdemon!”

Uponhearingallthosecurses,Tye’sfrownonlyworsenedasheaimedhispistolatthevillagers…and

justlikethat,severalmorevillagersfelltotheground,dead.

Eachbullethadhititsmark,andasTyereloadedhisgun,heyelledout,“Killthemall!Makesureyou

don’tmissanyone!”

Noddinginresponse,Tye’smenthenretrievedtheirknives…andthemassacresoonbegan.

BythetimeTyeandhismenweredone,theentirevillagepopulationhadbeenwipedout.Moonbeam

villagewasnomore…

Howabsolutelyvile…
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MovingbacktoGeraldandRey,theyhadnowayofknowingaboutthemassacrethathadtakenplaceat

MoonbeamVillage.Evenso,itwasprettymuchguaranteedthatGeraldwouldn’tletTyeandhismenoff

thesecondhefoundoutaboutwhattheyhaddone…

Regardless,sincetheywerebothstandingbeforethecasketnow,Reywaspromptedtoask,“Should…

weopenthecasketandhavealookinside,Mr.Crawford…?”

“Negative.Itrulybelievethatsomethingterriblewillhappenifwedo,”repliedGerald,instantlycausing



Reytogiveuponhisidea.

Evenso,hecouldn’thelpbutremaincuriousaboutthecontentsofthegoldencasket.Afterall,Tyehad

beentryingsohardtosearchforit.Whatkindoftreasureslaywithin…?

“…Say,Mr.Crawford?WhatkindsoftreasuresdoyouthinkareinthistombforTyetotravelsofarjust

toobtainthem…?”askedRey.

Shakinghisheadinresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Ihavenoidea,thoughIbelievethethingshe’safterlies

withinthatcasket!”

ThoughGeraldknewthatthecasketwasbadnews,healsohadaprettygoodideathatitcontained

somethingextremelyvaluable.Afterall,Tyewastryingsohardtogetit.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthenbegansearchinghighandlowaroundthechamber.Afterall,he

wassickofremainingtrappedinhere.

Reystarteddoingthesame,andwiththeircombinedefforts,theduoeventuallymanagedtofindaway

out!

Quicklymakingtheirwayout,thetwosoonfoundthemselvessteppingintoaforestofsorts…

Still,GeraldandReyweremuchtoogladtofinallybeabletoseetheskyagaintobebotheredbythat.

Withhowstaletheairinthecavehadbeen,thetwomencouldn’thelpbutfeelextremelyrelaxednow

thattheycouldfinallytakewhiffsoffreshair…



Exhalingloudly,Reythensatonthegroundbeforeexclaiming,“Thankgodwe’refinallyoutofthatplace,

Mr.Crawford…!”

“Indeed!Let’sheadbacknow!”repliedGerald.

Atthatverymoment,bothoftheirearsperkedasseveralrustlingsoundscouldbeheardinthedistance!

Immediatelygettingvigilant,theduothenhidthemselveswellbeforepeekingouttoseewhowas

makingallthatnoise…andthesecondtheysawtheculprits,GeraldandReywererightfullysurprised.

“Mr.Crawford…!It’sTyeandhismen!”whisperedRey.

Geraldhimselfwasmuchtoobusywonderinghowtheyhadfoundtheirwayheresoquicklywithoutthe

map.

Whateverthecasewas,Tyeandhismenappearedtobefullyfocusedongettingtothecave.Withthat

inmind,theywereunabletodetectGeraldandRey…

Rememberingthatthecavewasn’ttoofarofffromhere,Geraldhadahunchthatthegroupwouldsoon

comeacrossit…

Evenso,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutwonderiftheywouldbeabletogetintothecaveinthefirstplace.
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Oncethemenwereoutofsight,ReythenturnedtolookatGeraldasheasked,“So…whatnow,Mr.

Crawford…?”

“Well,we’vealreadygotwhatwewantedsolet’sjustreturntothevillage.AsforTyeandhismen…I

haveaprettygoodhunchthateveniftheydomanagetofindthetomb,theywon’tbegettingout

alive!”repliedGeraldwhohadzerointerestinthecasket.

Geraldhadmadethatboldclaimforareason.Afterthoroughlyinvestigatingthechamber,Geraldhad

gatheredthattherewereseveralhiddentrapsinthetomb.Whatmore,mostofthetrapsappearedto

beactivatedbytouchingdifferentpartsofthegoldencasket.

Withthatinmind,ifTyeandhismeninsistedonopeningthecasket,theywouldsurelyenduptriggering

adeadlytraporten,dyingmiserablyintheprocess…

Whateverthecasewas,GeraldandReythenbeganmakingtheirwaybacktoMoonbeamVillage…

However,thesecondtheygottothevillage’sentrance,bothofthemfrozeintheirtracks.

Strappedontooneofthevillageentrance’sstonepillars,wasStanton’scorpse…!Asifthatwasn’t

alreadyterribleenough,fromwheretheystood,thetwocouldalreadyseethemanydeadbodies

litteredallovertheplace…!

Reywasthefirsttobreakthesilenceasheangrilygrowled,“…Who…Whocouldhavedonethis…?!

Whatthehellhappenedhere?!”



“…ItwasdefinitelyTyeandhismen.Those…Thoseutterb*stardsareasinhumaneasbeasts…!”replied

Gerald,clenchinghisteethashetriedhishardesttokeephiscool.

FromwhatGeraldcouldguess,TyemusthavekilledallofthevillagersinordertolocatehimandRey!

OnlyabeastlikeTyecouldcommitsuchaheinousact…

SeeingthatGeraldwasclenchinghisfistssotightlythathisveinslookedliketheywereabouttopop,

Reyloweredhis,hiseyesfullyreddenedinrageashegrowled,“…Whatshouldwedonow,Mr.

Crawford?”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldfoundhimselfmomentarilyatalossforwords.Afterall,heandReywerepart

ofthereasonwhythistragiceventhappenedinthefirstplace,andknowingthatbroughtendless

amountsofguilttoGerald…

Afterthinkingforabit,Geraldeventuallycalmedhimselfenoughtosay,“…Wereturntothechamber.

Weneedtoavengeeveryonehere…!”

Reynaturallyagreedwiththatplan,andtheduoquicklybeganretracingtheirsteps…

Astheycontinuedmakingtheirwaytothetomb,GeraldsworethathewasgoingtomakeTyeandhis

menpay.

WhiletheearlierGeralddidn’treallycareifthecasket’strapskilledthatb*stardandhismen,the

currentGeraldwasn’tabouttoallowthattohappen.Inordertoproperlyavengethevillagers,hewas

goingtopersonallyendthemall…!



Regardless,sincetheyalreadyknewwheretheyweregoing,theirjourneybacktothecavewasmuch

swifterthistime…

MovingbacktoTyeandhismen,theyhadearliermanagedtoenterthecave.Aftermessingaroundwith

themechanismsonthebackofthedoor,theywereabletouncoverthesameholethatGeraldandRey

hadfallenthrough.

“Score!I’msurethetombisdownthere!Men!Startdescending!”orderedTyeashismenobediently

beganslidingdownthehole…
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SinceGeraldandReyhadearlierdismantledallthetrapsleadingtothechamber,Tyeandhismenhad

littletroublegettingtothetomb,anduponseeingthecasketforthefirsttime,Tyeinstantlywentgiddy

withexcitement.

Laughingtriumphantly,Tye’seyesglintedgreedilyasherantowardthecasketwhileyelling,“I’vefinally

foundyou!Afterallthistime!”

SeeinghowdelightedTyewas,oneofhisconfusedmencouldn’thelpbutask,“Um…Whosetombisthis,

CharmanLamano…?”

“Hmm?ThisisthetombofagreatgeneraloftheancientcountryofZanekh!Whiletherearecountless

treasuresinthistomb,themostpricelessonecanbefoundinthisverycasket!BasedontherumorsI’ve

heard,there’saten-thousand-year-oldpearlintherethat’scapableofpreservingabodyforeternity!”

explainedTyeashishandcaressedthegoldencasket.



“R-really?That’sonehellofatreasurethen!”exclaimedthemanwhohadasked.

“Youbetitis!Nowenoughtalk!Hurryandgetmethecasket-openingtoolswebroughtalong!”ordered

Tye,promptinghismentodoasheinstructed.

Tyehimselfhadbeenveryspecificwhenselectingthetoolssincehewantedtheprocessofopeningthe

caskettobeperfect.

Still,Tyecouldn’thelpbutfeelsurprisedthatGeraldandReyhadleftthecasketalonedespite

successfullymakingtheirwayhere…

Whateverthecasewas,everythinggotsetupquicklyandbeforelong,thecasketwasfinallyreadytobe

opened…!

BeforeTyecouldorderforittobeopened,however,avoicesuddenlyroaredout,“Don’tyoudareopen

it!”

Asthewordsechoedacrossthechamber’swalls,Tyeturnedtoglareatthesourceofthevoice…andof

course,thevoicebelongedtoGerald.

“GeraldCrawford…!”growledTye,hisvoicebrimmingwithhatred.Afterall,hehadn’tforgottenthat

Geraldhadstolenhismap!



“TyeLamano!You’dbestnotopenTalias’scasket!Whilewhatyouwantmaybeinside,Iassureyouthat

you’lldefinitelycometoregretlettingwhatever’sinthereout!”sneeredGerald.

DespitetheclearwarningfromGerald,Tye’shatredandurgetokillGeraldhadcompletelyblindedthe

man.

Withthatinmind,Tyesimplyretorted,“LikeIcare!Also,don’tevendreamaboutleavingthisplacealive!

You’remeetingyourmakertodayifit’sthelastthingIdo!”

“YoudarethreatenmeafterkillingeveryoneinMoonbeamVillage?Areyouevenhumananymore,you

b*stard?!”scowledGerald,hiswrathgrowingbythesecond.

Laughingmockingly,Tyesimplyscoffed,“SowhatifIkilledthem?Thoughtobehonest,ifanyone’sto

blamefortheirdeaths,itshouldbeyou!Hah!”

HearinghowunremorsefulTyewasbeing,Gerald’srageskyrocketedasheglaredatTyewhileyelling,

“You…You’llpayforallthis…!”

WhileGeraldalreadysawTyeasadeadman,TyehimselfsimplythoughtthatGeraldwastalkingbig.

Afterall,Tyeclearlyhadtheupperhandintermsofmanpower.

Withthat,hechosetoignoreGeraldashedeclared,“Enough!Men,openthecasket!”
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Nobodywasgoingtogetinhiswayofopeningthecasket,notevenGerald!

“You’readeadman,Tye!”roaredGeraldasheboltedtowardtheevilman.

“Stophim!”yelledTyeasseveralofhismenquicklystoodbeforeGerald,blockinghimfromreachingTye!

However,Geraldwasn’tinthemoodtowastetimewiththesebuffoons.Swiftlyattackingthem,allhe

neededwasasinglehandtosendallofthemenflying!

Seeingthat,Tye’sothermenimmediatelytookactionaswell.

Tyehimselfwastoobusypryingthecasketopen—alongwiththreeothermen—toevenbotherabout

Gerald.Inhismind,gettingthecasketopenwashistoppriority…

Regardless,Tye’smenwerenaturallynomatchagainstGerald,andheeasilypummelledthemtothe

ground.

Uponhearinghismen’sagonizedscreams,Tyewasfinallyforcedtolookawayfromthecasket.

Realizingthattherestofhismenweretooinjuredtoevengetupanymore,Tye’seyescouldonlywiden

asGeraldbegancomingforhimnext!

Sincetheonlymenhehadleftwerethethreewhowerecurrentlyhelpinghimopenthecasket,Tye

grittedhisteethasheyelled,“Youthree!Gostophim!”



DoingasTyeinstructed,thethreemenimmediatelychargedtowardGerald…Onlytofindthemselves

gettingslappedsohardtheywereinstantlyknockedout!

Eyesnowfullywidened,Tyeknewthathewasn’tgoingtobeabletotakeonGeraldalone.Withthatin

mind,hepointedatGeraldbeforeshouting,“You…Don’tyoudaretakeastepfurther!Aninchcloser

andI’llopenthecasket!We’llsurelydietogetherthen!”

Hearingthat,GeraldstoppedinhistracksbeforeglaringbackatTyeasheretorted,“Doyouhonestly

thinkthat’llstopmefromendingyou?I’vesaiditonce,andI’llsayitagain.You’repayingthepricefor

massacringallthevillagersinMoonbeamVillage!”

OnceGeraldhadhismindsetonkillingsomeone,nobodywouldbeabletostophimfromdoingthe

deed.Gerald,forone,knewthatifhedidn’tkillTyetoday,thenthecurrentresentmentinhisheart

wouldnevertrulygoaway.RevengeneededtobetakenforStantonandthevillagers…!

“Hah!Hadyounotstolenmymap,Iwouldn’thavehadtokilltheminthefirstplace!Withthatinmind,

you’rethetruereasonwhythey’realldead!Stopputtingtheblameonme!”yelledTyewithoutthe

slightestremorseforhisactions.

“Cutthecr*p!Look,ifyouletgoofthecasket’slid,I’llconsidergrantingyouapainlessdeath.Ifyou

don’t,well,I’llmakesureyoudieextremelyslowlyandpainfully!”growledGerald,knowingfullwellthat

speakingwiththisdemonicmanwasonlyawasteofbreath.

InresponsetoGerald’sthreat,Tyesimplylaughedmaniacally.AsifhewouldeverlistentoGeraldafter

whatthatboydid…
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Regardless,oncehewasdonelaughing,Tyeusedallhisstrengthtoliftthelidoffthecasket!

ThoughGeraldimmediatelyleapedforwardandkickedTyeintotheairafterseeingthat,thedeedhad

beendone.Withthecasketnowopen,theentirechamberbeganshakingviolently,sending

debris—fromtheceiling—fallingeverywhere…!

Evenso,Gerald’sattentionwascurrentlyonmoreworryingthings,liketheblackmistthathadjust

flownoutthegoldencasket!JustasGeraldhadpredicted,therewassomethingextremelydangerous

withinthatcasket!

Whateverthecasewas,thingswerelookingbad.

Withthatinmind,GeraldimmediatelyretreatedfromthechamberandreunitedwithReywhohad

beenhidingatablindspotrightoutsidethechamber.

UponseeingGerald,Reyquicklyasked,“W-whatshouldwedonow,Mr.Crawford…?!”

“Run,ofcourse!Weneedtogetoutofhere!”yelledGeraldashegrabbedRey’sarmbeforeyankinghim

towardtheexit.

Thoughescapingthisplaceunscathedwashispriority,Geraldmadesuretotakeafewglancesbehind

himastheduoranon…



Whiletheblackmistdidn’tgoafterGeraldorRey,itcompletelysurroundedTyeandhismen!Fromthe

looksofit,themistappearedtoberapidlydrainingTye’smen’slifeforces!Thoughthatmaysound

horrible,itwasnothingcomparedtotheagonyTyewasprobablyfeeling.

Afterall,inthatbriefmomentGeraldcaughtsightofTye,hesawthattheblackmisthadpiercedright

throughthebackofTye’shead…anditwascurrentlyprotrudingoutofhismouth!Whatatruly

terrifyingwaytodie…

Still,Geraldmadesuretoremindhimselfthatitwasnoneofhisbusiness…

Soonafter,GeraldandReysafelymadeitoutoftheexit.Beforeeventhinkingofleaving,however,the

duomadesuretoproperlysealtheentranceupsothattheblackmistwouldn’tbeabletoescape…

Oncethatwasoutoftheway,bothofthemsatontheground,exhausted.

ReyhimselfwaspantingmuchheavierthanGeraldwas.Afterall,hewasstillnewtowitnessingsuch

dangerouschainsofevents,andallthishappeningwithinatombcertainlydidn’thelp!

Whateverthecasewas,therewasasilverliningtoallthis.Afterall,Tyeandhismenhadreceivedthe

retributiontheydeserved…

TheonlyregretGeraldhadwasthathewasn’tabletokillthatdevilofamanwithhisownhands…

Regardless,aftercatchingtheirbreaths,GeraldturnedtolookatReybeforesaying,“…Alright,nowthat

allthisisdone,let’sreturntothevillage.Weneedtogivethevillagersaproperburial!”

AfterReynoddedinagreement,thetwothenbeganwalkingbacktoMoonbeamVillage…



Uponarriving,bothofthemimmediatelygottoworkburyingStantonandtherestofthevillagers…

Whiletheywereatit,theymadesuretocleanupthemessTyeandhismenhadmadeaswell.

TothinkthatMoonbeamVillagewouldnolongerexistfromthisdayonward…

Thoughitwassaddening,GeraldandReyknewthattherewasnotmuchelsetheycoulddo.Withthat,

oncetheyweredonewitheverything,theypackedtheirthingsupandpreparedtoleave…

However,justastheywereabouttoleavethevillage,ablackfiguresuddenlyboltedoutoftheforest

andyelled,“It’stimetomeetyourend,Gerald!”

InstantlyrecognizingTye’svoice,thetwowererightfullystartledthathewasstillalive!Whatmore,he

appearedmuchmoreviciouscomparedtobefore!

However,thesecondGeraldsnappedoutofit,hecouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrow.Fromthelooks

ofit,Tye’sentirebodywasnowcoveredinunnerving-lookingblackbumps…

“…So,you’restillalive,huh?”repliedGeraldashescannedTye’snewbodyfromheadtotoe.

Laughingaloud,Tyethensneered,“Ibetyoudidn’texpectthis,huh?Justsoyouknow,I’mnowstronger

thanever!Afterall,thesoulofthatZanekhgeneralisnowwithinme!Withthatinmind,ofcourseI

wouldn’tdiethateasily!Regardless,Ihavebigplanstoconquertheworldandestablishmyown

empire…butbeforeanyofthat,I’llbestartingsmallbyfinallyendingbothofyourlives!”
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Followingthat,TyeglaredevillyattheduoasheblastedanorbofblackmisttowardGeraldandRey!

Thetwowereabletododgetothesideintime,andseeingthatReystoodnochancehere,Gerald

immediatelyinstructed,“Findsomeplacetohide!I’lldealwithhim!”

Simplynoddinginresponse,ReythenranintooneofthevillagehousesasGeraldunsheathedthe

AstrabyssSword.

Narrowinghiseyesashismurderousintentsurged,Geraldthenyelled,“Sinceyou’renotdeadyet,I’ll

takethischancetopersonallyfinishyouoff,Tye!Thechiefandthevillagersaregoingtobeavengedno

matterwhat!”

JustasGeraldwasfindingitfittingthathecouldstillpersonallyavengetheinnocents,Tyesimply

respondedwithadisdainfullaugh.Fromthatalone,itwasclearthatthecurrentTyewasevenlessafraid

ofGeraldthanhepreviouslywas.Tohim,Geraldwassimplyanantthathecouldeasilycrushnow.

“Talkingbig,eh?Fine!Tryme!”scoffedTyeashegrinnedbeforechargingtowardGeraldwithinhuman

speed!

Theblackmisthadclearlyimprovedhisspeedandstrength,andintheblinkofaneye,Tyewasalready

rightinfrontofGerald,hisfist—thatwascurrentlycoveredinblackflames—wellpositionedandready

tostrike…!

Gerald,however,didn’tevenflinch.Instead,hesimplyliftedhisbladetoblocktheattack!



SincetheAstrabysswassuchapowerfulsword,iteasilydeflectedTye’sattack.

Naturally,thismomentarilystunnedTye,andheimmediatelythoughtthattheswordwasthereason

Geraldwassopowerful.

“…Oh?Tothinkthatyouhadsuchagoodweapon!AllowmetokillyousothatIcanbeitsnextowner!”

scoffedTyewithamaliciousgrin.

“Hah!Comeandgetitifyoucan!”retortedGeraldashelaughedmockingly.

BeforeTyecouldevenreact,Geraldthenchanneledhisenergyintotheblade,sendingTyeflying

backward!

Tyehadjustgainedhisnewpowers.Inotherwords,therewasnowayhewasgoingtobeabletodeal

withsomeonewelltrainedwiththeAstrabyssSwordlikeGerald.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldwasn’tabouttoallowTyetorecoverfromthatattack.Withthat,heshot

outapowerfulspiritbladetowardTye!

Unabletoavoidtheattackintime,Tyeendedupgettinghitbythefullbruntoftheattack!

NowseriouslyinjuredbytheAstrabyssSword,Tyefinallyacceptedthathewascurrentlynomatch

againstGerald.Heneededtoescape!

“…Youmaywintoday,Gerald,butwe’llseewho’llhavethelastlaugh!”yelledTyeashisbodyquickly

dissipatedintoablackmistbeforemakingaspeedyescape.



Uponseeingthat,Geraldwasmomentarilystunned.NowthatTyewasnolongerhuman,Geraldknew

thattakinghimoutwasn’tgoingtobeallthateasyanymore.Still,thatdidn’tchangethefactthathestill

neededtoendTyeifitwasthelastthinghedid…

Regardless,uponrealizingthatthefightwasover,Reyquicklygotoutfromthehousehewashidingin

andjoggedtowardGeraldbeforeaskinginaworriedtone,“…Whatnow,Mr.Crawford…?”

ReywasrightfullyworriedsinceTye,amanwhohadbeenabadeggfromthestart—andhadonly

grownmorepowerful—,wasnowontheloose…Whoknewwhatkindofdamagehecouldnowdowith

allthatstrength…?
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Geraldwascurrentlyatalossaswell,sohesimplysaid,“…We’llthinkaboutitoncewegetback!”

Sincethismatterneededtobeplannedcarefully,Geraldfeltthattheyhadtodoitinthesafetyoftheir

home.

Naturally,Reyagreed,andaftertravelingforanentireday,thetwofinallymadeitback…

Uponenteringtheirlivingroom,theduosawJunoandYrsasittingtherewatchingtelevision.

Realizingthattheywerehome,Junoimmediatelygotoffthecouchbeforeexcitedlywalkinguptothem



whileexclaiming,“You’reback!”

Reyhimselfsimplywalkedpastheranddivedintothecouchbeforeyelling,“Ohgod!Itfeelsgreattobe

back…!”

WatchingasReythensighedloudly,Junocouldalreadytellthatthismissionhadn’tgonesmoothly.With

thatinmind,sheturnedtofaceGeraldbeforeasking,“Is…everythingalright,Gerald…?”

Simplyshakinghishead,Geraldreplied,“It’snothing.We’rejusttired!”

Thatwasn’talieeither.Geraldwasprettyexhaustedbythispoint,andhewouldratherdiscussthings

afterhehadagoodsleep.Toomanythingshadhappenedduringthetrip,andGeraldknewforafact

thatheneededtherest.

Despiteknowingthat,GeraldfoundithardtobringTyeoutofhismind.Afterall,heknewthatthat

b*stardwasn’tabouttoletthemgothateasily.Tyewouldsurelyreturneventuallyandwhoknewwhat

kindsofhorriblethingshewoulddothen?

Forcingthatthoughtout,GeraldthenchattedwithJunoandYrsaforawhilebeforedraggingReyback

totheirrespectiveroomstogetsomewell-deservedrest…

Lookingatthetwo,Junocouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlydistressed.Afterall,itwasn’tcommonforGerald

togetthisexhausted.

Withthatinmind,JunoandYrsaheadedoutontheirowntogetsomehigh-qualityingredients.Their



planwastomakeaheartydinnerforGeraldandReytohelpreplenishtheirenergy…

ItwasaroundeightthatnightwhenGeraldandReyfinallywokeupagain.Thishadbeenthemost

comfortablesleeptheyhadhadinawhile…

Totheirpleasantsurprise,theywereimmediatelygreetedbythesightofafeastuponenteringthe

diningroom.Anyonewouldfeeltouchedtoseesuchagrandiosemealpreparedforthemafteralong

andhardday,andthetwoweren’tanyexceptions.Honestly,itfeltliketheyweremarriedmenbeing

serveddeliciousfoodafterreturningfromwork…

Still,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutwonderhowmuchlongersuchnicedayscouldlast…

Thatthought,however,wascutshortwhenRey—whohadalreadysatbythediningtable—yelled,“Holy!

Comequick,Mr.Crawford!There’ssomuchgoodfood!”

SmilingwhenshesawthefamiliarglintofexcitementreturntoRey’seyes,Junothenexplained,

“ConsiderittobemeandYrsa’streat!Wepreparedthisforyousinceyoulookedlikeyouhadahard

andexhaustingtripthistimearound!Nowgoonandenjoyyourwell-deservedmeal!”

“You’retookind,MissZorn!Thankyou!”repliedReywhowasallsmiles.

“Hey,Imadesomeofthedishestoo,youknow!Where’smythanks?”saidJunowithaslightpout.

Chucklingawkwardlyinresponse,Reythengrinnedsheepishlyashereplied,“SorryYrsa!Ijustgottoo

excitedbackthere!”

Rollinghereyes,Yrsacouldn’thelpbutrevealasubtlesmileasshesaid,“…Humph!Goodenough!”



HappythatYrsadidn’tseemtomindanymore,Reythenbegandiggingin…
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WhileReywasjovial,Gerald—ontheotherhand—hadn’tevenbudgedfromhisinitialspot,agrave

expressiononhisface…

SeeingthatGeraldappeareddeepinthought,Junoclearedherthroatbeforeasking,“…Is…something

wrong,Gerald…?Isthefoodnottoyourliking…?”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldquicklysnappedoutofitbeforereplying,“…Huh?Oh,no,Iwasjustthinking

aboutsomething!”

Withthatsaid,Geraldthentookaseatbythediningtableandbeganeatingaswell…

Evenso,allGeraldatewasabowlofricebeforegettingupandleavingforthelivingroom…

Inatypicalsituation,thatwouldimmediatelysignifythattherewasgoingtobealotofleftovers.

However,Reywasn’tatypicalperson.



Hisappetitewasvoracious,andintheend,hefinishedupmostofthedisheswithoutanytrouble!

Regardless,nowthatdinnerwasover,thetriojoinedGeraldinthelivingroomtostarttalkingthingsout.

Junowasthefirsttobreakthesilenceassheasked,“Um…Gerald…?What’sbotheringyou…?You

haven’tlookedgreateversinceyoureturned!”

“…I’mworriedaboutTye.Longstoryshort,hemanagedtoturnintoahalf-phantomlikeme,andthe

worstthingisthatIdon’tevenknowwherehe’scurrentlyrunoffto!”explainedGerald.

“…Don’tworry,Gerald!I’msurewe’llbeabletofinishhimoffsoon!”repliedJuno,knowingthatverbally

supportinghimwastheonlywayshecouldhelpatthemoment…

ItwasatthatmomentwhenablackfiguredescendedfromthenightskybeforeslippingintotheSun

Group’smassivebuilding…Ofcourse,whoelsecoulditbebutTyeLamano…

Afterleavingtheforestandreturningtothecity,Tyehadwaitedtillnightbeforefinallydaringtostep

footintohiscompanyagain.Afterall,hedidn’twanttoriskgettingseenbyothersinbroaddaylight.

Whateverthecasewas,afterreturningtohisoffice,Tyeimmediatelygotabottleofwinefromhis

cabinetbeforetakingafewsipsofit…

Shortlyafter,however,avoicefromoutsidesuddenlycalledout,“Whogoesthere?”

BeforeTyecouldeventurnaround,asecurityguardhadalreadypushedthedooropenandwalkedin.



Noticingtheblackfigure,thesecurityguardinstantlyshonehisflashlightatTye’sbackwhileaskinginan

intimidatingtone,“Whoareyou?Wholetyouinhere?”

Fromthatstatementalone,itwasevidentthattheguardhadnoideathathewastalkingtoTye.Not

thatitmatteredtoTyeasheslowlyturnedaroundtorevealhistrueface…

Uponrealizingwhoitwas,theguard’seyeswidenedinshock.Beforehecouldevensayaword,

however,Tyemomentarilydisappearedbeforereappearingrightinfrontofhim!

Squeezingtheguard’sneckwithasinglehand,Tyewatchedastheguard’sfaceturnedincreasinglyred.

Unabletobreathe,theguard’seyessoonwentwhite,showingjusthowmuchpainhewasin.

Regardless,aftertheguard’sflashlightfelltothefloor,Tyetookthechancetoreleaseablackmistfrom

hismouth…thatquicklyslitheredintotheguard’smouth!

Thesecondthathappened,theguard’sbodyimmediatelybeganconvulsingviolentlyashisfaceturned

fullypale…!Withinseconds,theguard’sbodymovednomore…

NotonlyhadTyeabsorbedalloftheguard’senergy,buthehadalsoconsumedhissoul!

Withthatdone,theimmensedamagehehadsustainedfromtheAstrabyssSwordwasfinallycured,

allowingTyetofeelrefreshedagain…Asitturnedout,Tyewasnowcapableofdraininghumansouls

andenergy…!

Staringattheflashlightontheground,Tyestompedittopiecesinasinglestep…
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Floppingontothecouchbeforestaringattheceiling,Tyethengrowled,“Justyouwait,Gerald…I’mnot

lettingyouoffthateasily…!”

WheneverhethoughtaboutGerald,thehatredinhisheartwouldsimplyflareup.Nomatterwhat,he

wasgoingtomakesureGeraldpaidtheprice…!

Fastforwardtothenextmorning,Geraldgotupearlyandsilentlyleftthehouseonhisown.

HewasofftoseeMasterSnyderinhopesofaskinghimwhetherheknewofawaytodealwithTyeinhis

currentstate…

WhenhearrivedatMasterSnyder’shomeabouthalfanhourlater,thedoorimmediatelyswungopen

beforeGeraldcouldevenknock.

“Comein!”calledoutMasterSnyderfrominside,makingitevidentthathehadalreadysensedGerald’s

presence.

Withthatinmind,Geraldthenwalkedin,thedoorclosingbehindhimonitsown…



Stoppingoncehestoodinthemiddleofthehall,Geraldthencalledout,“MasterSnyder!”

Followingthat,Geraldfeltaswiftgustofwindbehindhim…andjustlikethat,MasterSnyderhad

mysteriouslyappearedbehindtheyouth!

“I’massumingyoucameherelookingforanswerstothatdilemma?”askedMasterSnyder,clearly

hintingthathealreadyknewwhatGeraldwasheretoaskhim.

TurningtofaceMasterSnyder,Geraldthenreplied,“Indeed.Ihopeyoucanprovidemewithasuitable

solutiontothis!”

“ConfrontationistheonlyanswerIcansee…There’ssimplynoescapingthatifyouwishtodealwiththe

issue…”repliedMasterSnyderbeforegivingaheavysigh.

WhileGeraldunderstoodthatMasterSnyderwastellinghimtofaceTyehead-on,hecouldn’thelpbut

say,“But-”

“Buthe’sahalf-phantomnow,right?Whilethatdoesmakethingsmuchharder,it’llbeevenworseif

youwaittoconfronthim.Afterall,he’sgettingstrongerandstrongerbytheday!Ifyoudidn’talready

know,Tyeiscurrentlypossessedbyastrongthousand-year-oldghost.Withthatinmind,hehasthe

capabilitytodrainsoulsandenergy!”explainedMasterSnyderbeforeGeraldcouldevenfinishhis

question.

“…What?Areyoutellingmehecandrainthesoulsandenergyofpeopleanytimehewantsnow?”

exclaimedtheshockedGerald,suddenlyfeelingthatthingshadtakenaterribleturn.



“Indeed.However,hedoeshaveonecriticalweakness.Hispowersareconsiderablyweakenedduring

theday!Withthatinmind,thatistheprimetimeforyoutostrike!However,dotakenotethathis

powersgrowoncenightfalls!”repliedMasterSnyder,knowingthattheinformationcoulddefinitely

helpGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.WhileitwasclearfromthestartthattakingTyedown—inhis

newform—wasnevergoingtobeeasy,GeraldwasunwaveringonhisdecisiontokillTye.Thatman

wasn’tgoingtobringanymoreharmtotheworldifGeraldcouldhelpit…!

Atthatmoment,Gerald’sphonebegantoring.

Fishingitout,GeraldrealizedthatitwasHarold.Whatmore,heseemedtobecallingfromtheGreat

Councilbuilding.

Puttingtwoandtwotogether,GeraldfiguredthatHaroldmusthaveencounteredanotherpsychiccase

thatheneededhelpwith.

ThoughGeraldhesitatedforawhile,heeventuallypickedupandgreeted,“Hello?Mr.Lee?”

“Goodday,Mr.Crawford!Sorrytodisturbyou,butcouldIknowwhetheryou’recurrentlyfree?”asked

Harold.

“Issomethingwrong,Mr.Lee?”repliedGerald.

“Essentially,there’satrickycaseIcan’tsolvealoneandIneedyourhelp!”
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AsGeraldhadguessed,Haroldwascallingtohaveamysterysolved…

However,knowingthatthedangerousTyewasprobablyalreadysomewherewithinthecity,Gerald

wasn’tabouttoprioritizeanythingelse.Besides,itwasn’tasifheneededtohelpHaroldeverytimehe

wasaskedtosolveamystery.

Withthatinmind,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Unfortunately,Mr.Lee,I’mcurrentlynotavailable…Thereare

somethingsIstillneedtotakecareof…”

“Isee…Buthearmeoutfirst,Mr.Crawford!There’sbeenamurderattheSunGroupbuildingandthe

victim,asecurityguardofthecompany,endedupbeingsuckeddry!Thisdescriptionmaybeabitpoetic,

butitalmostseemslikehissoulhadbeensuckedout!”explainedHarold.

“Comeagain?TheSunGroup?Adried-upcorpse?!”exclaimedGerald,instantlyrecallingthatTyenow

hadthepowertodrainhumansoulsandenergy.Totopitalloff,themurderhadhappenedintheSun

Groupbuilding!TheculpritwasdefinitelyTye!

“Indeed,Mr.Crawford!Soplease,couldyou-”

“I’mcomingover!”repliedGeraldbeforeHaroldcouldevenfinishhissentence.

ImmediatelyhangingupbeforeHaroldcouldsayanythingelse,GeraldthenturnedtofaceMaster

Snyderwhilesaying,“I’llbeleave-”



However,MasterSnyderwasnolongerthere!Thenagain,itwasn’tasthoughGeraldhadn’texpected

that.Themansimplyenjoyeddisappearingandreappearingwheneverheliked…

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthenbowedslightlybeforerespectfullydeclaring,“Thankyouforthe

advice,MasterSnyder!I’llbetakingmyleavenow!”

ThesecondGerald’ssentenceended,thedoorslowlycreakedopen,signifyingthatMasterSnyderhad

heardthecomment.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenleftthehousebeforespeedingoff…

ItwasonlywhenGeraldbegandrivingoffwhenMasterSnyderreappearedathisbedroomwindow.

Staringatthecarasitquicklydisappearedinthedistance,MasterSnyderthensighedheavilyashe

muttered,“Thisisallpartoftheprocessforyoutobecomeanoutstandingcultivator,Gerald…!”

Withthatsaid,MasterSnyderthenvanishedagain…

Fastforwardtotenminuteslater,Gerald’scarcametoascreechinghaltbeforetheSunGroupbuilding.

Itwashonestlyhisfirsttimecominghere,andhehadn’tanticipatedthebuildingtobesolargeup-close.

Regardless,hequicklysnappedoutofhisaweandbeganwalkingpastallthecars—ownedbytheGreat

Council’smembers—beforegoingoverthecordontapethatsurroundedthebuilding…

AfterenteringandaskingafewinspectorswhereHaroldwas,hewasdirectedtothesixteenthfloor,the

floorwhereTye’sofficewas.

Withthatinmind,Geraldquicklymadehiswaythere…



Uponenteringtheoffice,GeraldsawthatHaroldandhissubordinateswerealreadybusyinvestigating

theareawhilealsodiscussingwhattheyhadfound.

“Mr.Lee!”calledoutGeraldashebeganwalkingtowardtheman.

ThesecondhesawGerald,Haroldlookedlikehehadjustcomeacrosshissavior.Afterall,whenitcame

tothesupernatural,HaroldknewthathecouldrelyonGerald…

Visitchapterlistfornextchapter

Chapter1929

Notwantingtowasteanytime,Geraldimmediatelyasked,“So,what’sthesituationlike?”

“Well,youalreadyknowthatthevictimisasecurityguardoftheSunGroup.Fromwhatwe’vegathered,

thetimeofdeathshouldbearoundmidnightyesterday,andwe’reassuminghemusthaveencountered

somethingparanormalsincehisbodyisalldriedup!Hiseyesaremilkywhiteaswell!”explainedHarold

asGeraldwentaheadtosquatbesidethesecurityguard’sbody…

Afterproperlyinspectingit,GeraldwasnowsurerthaneverthatTyewastheculprit.

Lookingaround,Geraldcouldn’thelpbuttakenoteofawinebottleandasinglewineglassinoneofthe

cabinets…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldthenheadedovertoinvestigate…andonthewineglass,hefoundastain.



Seeingthat,Geraldimmediatelybeganthinkingofhowthatstaincametoexistthere.

Fromwhathecouldguess,TyehadprobablyreturnedtotheSunGroupbuildinglastnighttohavea

drinkofwine.However,hewasnoticedbyasecurityguard,andasaresult,hekilledthepoormanand

absorbedhissoulandenergy,whicheventuallyledtothecurrentscene…

Withthatinmind,GeraldthenturnedtolookatHaroldbeforesaying,“CouldIhaveamomentwithyou,

Mr.Lee?”

Momentarilysurprisedbythequestion,Haroldquicklysnappedoutofitbeforenodding.

Oncethetwowereinaquietcorner,Haroldwasfirsttoask,“Didyoufindanythingstrange,Mr.

Crawford…?”

“Indeed.It’llcomeoffassurprising,butIassureyouthatthemurdererwasnoneotherthanTyeLamano,

thechairmanoftheSunGroup”repliedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Haroldwasrightfullyshockedashequicklyaskedinhisdisbelief,“That’s…onebold

claimyouhavethere,Mr.Crawford…Doyouhaveanyproofofthat…?”

NomatterhowmuchhetrustedGeraldwhenitcametotheoccult,hewasstillaninvestigator.Bold

statementslikethatdefinitelyneededproofforhimtobelieveit.

Geraldhimselfwasn’tannoyedbyHarold’sdistrust.Afterall,hewastheinspectoroftheGreatCouncil.

Therewasnowayhecouldmakehastyconclusions.



Whateverthecasewas,GeraldthenbegandetailinghistriptoMountDakrionttoHarold,endingthe

talewithhowTyetransformedintothemonsterhewastoday…

Witheverythingnowclearlyexplained,GeraldknewthatitwasuptoHaroldnowwhethertobelieve

him.

HaroldhimselfknewthatGeraldwasn’tfibbing,givenhowserioustheyouthlookedashedetailed

everything.Besides,Geraldhadnoreasontojokeaboutsuchthings.

SeeinghowhesitantHaroldwas,Geraldwaspromptedtosay,“Mr.Lee,justsoyouknow,Tyeisno

longerahuman.He’scurrentlyahalf-phantom,whichmakeshimallthemoredangerous.Whatmore,

youalreadyknowthathehastheabilitytodrainpeopleoftheirsoulsandenergy.However,doknow

thatheisunabletodomuchintheday.Withthatinmind,I’msurehe’llmakehisappearanceonce

nightfalls!”

“…Isee.Butwherewillwefindhim?”askedHaroldasheraisedaslightbrow.

IfeverythingthatGeraldhadtoldhimwastrue,thenTyewasanextremelydangerousindividual.They

hadtocapturehimassoonaspossiblesothatmoremurderslikethiswouldn’toccur…!
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“Aboutthat…I’velookedaroundtheofficeearlierandI’mprettysurehecameherelastnightjustto

enjoysomewine.Withthatinmind,Ihavereasontobelievethathe’llreturnhereagaintonighttohide.



Duetothat,Isuggestthatweworktogethertocatchhimoncenightfalls!”proposedGerald.

Hearingthat,Haroldknewbetterthantosayno.

“…Alright,let’sgowiththat!Hopefullyitworks!”repliedHaroldinagreement.

Withthat,HaroldleftthecorpsetohissubordinatestotakecareofasheandGeraldbeganmaking

arrangementsfortheirplantonight…

Bythetimetheyweredone,hiddenmonitoringequipmenthadbeensetupallovertheoffice.

Now,allthatwaslefttodowastowaittillnighttime…

Fastforwardtolateevening,streetlampswerealreadystartingtoglowastheskydarkened…While

moreandmorelightswouldeventuallygetturnedonasthenightgrewdarker,theinterioroftheSun

GroupbuildingremainedpitchblackunderGerald’sordersinhopesthatthiswouldfurtherencourage

Tyetoshowup.

Theplanwassimple.Geraldwoulddisguisehimselfasasecurityguardandpatrolthewhole

building—tillTyeshowedup—whereasHaroldandhismenwouldremainintheircarstoactively

monitortheoffice…

Geraldwasprettysurethathewouldreturnheretonight.Afterall,Tyedidn’thaveanywhereelseto

hide…

Regardless,afterwaitingtillabouteleven—andeveryonewasalreadystartingtogetsleepy—,ablack

mistcouldsuddenlybeseendashingpastthemonitoringcamera.Followingthat,themistslowlyformed



theshapeofafigure…afigurethatundoubtedlybelongedtoTyeLamano.

Uponseeingithappenwithhisveryeyes,Haroldcouldonlystareindisbeliefforafewseconds.Tothink

thatGeraldhadbeentellingthetruth…!Thistrulywassomethingoneneededtoseetobelieve…

Atthatmoment,Geraldhimselfwasalreadyonthesixteenthfloor,andhehadnoticedTye’spresence.

Withthatinmind,Geraldmadehiswaytotheoffice,aiminghisflashlightatTyeasheaskedinan

alteredvoice,“Whogoesthere?Whatareyoudoinginthechairman’soffice?”

Hearingthat,bloodlustinstantlyfilledTye’seyesasheturnedaroundtofaceGerald…before

momentarilydisappearing!Thesecondhereappeared,hewasalreadystandingrightinfrontofGerald,

completelyreadytoattack!

However,beforeTyecouldevendoanything,theoffice’slightswereinstantlyturnedon,cueing

Gerald—whowasnowsmilingwryly—toshout,“You’vebeenhad,Tye!”

RealizingthathehadfallenintoGerald’strap,thesurprisedTyequicklysnappedoutofitbeforeyelling,

“Gerald…!”

Grittinghisteeth,Tyethenopenedhismouth,releasingmoreblackmistinhopesofhurtingGerald!

Gerald,however,hadbeenexpectingthis.Withthatinmind,heeasilysummonedtheAstrabyssSword

totaketheattack!

AsTyewasstaringwide-eyedwhenherealizedthattheswordcouldabsorballtheblackmistfromhis

attack,Geraldtookthechancetoyell,“Don’tevendreamaboutleavingthisplaceinonepiece,Tye!”



Visitchapterlistfornextchapter

Chapter1931

Havingsaidthat,anetflewoutfromoneside,headingdirectlytowardTye.

Thenetwascharged,anditwasspeciallydesignedtopreventhimfromescaping.

WhenTyewascoveredbythenet,hewaselectrocutedandinstantlylosthisconsciousness.

Finally,TyeLamanohadbeencaughtwiththejointeffortofGeraldandHarold.

Hiss!

ThenetreleasedelectriccurrentscontinuouslyintoTye’sbody.

AfterkeepingTyeundercontrol,Haroldimmediatelyorderedhissubordinatestobringhimbacktothe

GreatCouncilandlockhimup.

“Mr.Crawford,thankyouverymuchforthis!”

HaroldthankedGerald.



“Hehe.You’rebeingtoopolite,Mr.Lee.Youdon’thavetothankme.It’sgoodaslongasTyeLamanois

caught.”

Geraldreplied.

TheirpurposewastocatchTyeLamanosothathewouldnotwanderaroundandcauseharmtosociety.

It’sjustthatGeraldandHarolddidn’tknowthatcatchingTyeLamanowasnotagoodthing.Onthe

contrary,itwouldbringthemmoredisasters.

Lateatnight,GeraldsaidgoodbyetoHaroldandreturnedtohisvilla.

WhenGeraldenteredthehouse,hefoundthatReyandthegirlshadnotgonetobedyet.Instead,they

werewaitingforhim.

Theyhadn’tseenGeraldforthewholedayanddidnotknowwherehehadgone,sotheywerevery

worried.

Itwasonlywhentheywatchedthenewsonthetelevisionthattheyknewsomethinghadhappenedin

theSunGroup,andtheyrealizedthatGeraldmustbethere.

Regardless,nowthattheysawthatGeraldwasbacksafeandsound,theywererelieved.

“BrotherGerald,you’refinallyback.You’vemadeusworry!”



ReystoodupandsaidtoGerald.

“Yeah,Gerald,youwentouttodaywithoutsayinganything,causingustobeontenterhooksallthetime.

Wethoughtthatsomethinghadhappenedtoyou!”

Junocomplained.

Geraldsmiledsubtlywhenheheardthat.

“I’mfine.Mr.Leecalledmethismorningandaskedmetohelphimsolveacase.Sinceyouwerestill

sleepingatthattime,Ididn’twakeyouup.Sorrytomakeyouallworry!”

Geraldapologizedtothethreeofthem.

“Bytheway,BrotherGerald.WeheardthatamandiedintheSunGroup.Howwasthesituationwhen

yougotthere?Who’sthekiller?Don’ttellmeit’sTyeLamano.”

Afterthat,ReystartedquestioningGerald.

“Yes,you’reright.ItwasTyeLamano.Buthe’sbeencaughtnowandisbeingheldattheGreatCouncil!”

Geraldnoddedandreplied.

“Thatsoundssosimple.IpreviouslythoughtthatTyeLamanowasverypowerful,Ididn’texpecthimto



besoweak!”

AfterReyheardthat,heexclaimedimmediatelyindisbelief.Hisdisbeliefwasclearlyshownonhisface.

Hearingthis,Geraldimmediatelycametohissenses.HesuddenlyrememberedwhatMasterSnyderhad

toldhimbefore.

MasterSnyderhadtoldhimthatTyewouldonlybecomepowerfulduringthenight.Duringthenight,he

wouldnotbeeasytodealwith.

Butnow,theyhadcaughtTyesoeasily.Wasn’titstrange?

“D*mnit!”

Gerald’sheartskippedabeat.Hefeltthatsomethingwasverywrong.

“Quick,Rey,let’sgototheGreatCouncil!”

GeraldimmediatelyreactedandsaidtoReyrightaway.

Havingsaidthat,GeraldandReyleftthehouseanddrovetotheGreatCouncil.

Meanwhile,intheinterrogationroomintheGreatCouncil.

TyeLamanowashandcuffed,andhisbodywascoveredwiththenet.Hewasseatedonachairalonein

thesealedroom.Infrontofhim,therewasalargepieceofglass.Haroldandhissubordinatewere

sittingontheothersideoftheglass.
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Theyweresittinginfrontoftheglass,lookingatTyeLamano.

“TyeLamano,tellme,whydidyoukillthesecurityguard?”

Haroldsatonhischair,lookedatTye,andquestionedhim.

TyedidnotanswerHarold’squestion.Instead,heslowlyraisedhisheadandstaredatHarold.Asinister

smileappearedonhisface,anditmadepeoplewhosawhissmileinvoluntarilyfeelhorrified.

“I’maskingyouaquestion!”

Haroldyelledangrily.

“Hah,didyoureallythinkyoucouldcatchmesoeasily?”

Then,Tyeblurtedoutinaverycoldtone.

Haroldfrownedimmediately,notunderstandingwhatTyemeant.



Thenextsecond,Tyereleasedablackfogfromhisbody.Theblackfogtransformedintoasharpspike

anddirectlypiercedthroughtheglassinfrontofhim,instantlyshatteringtheglassintopieces.

Haroldandhissubordinatewereflungtothegroundinaninstant.

AsforTye,hehadfreedhimselffromthehandcuffs.Hemorphedintoahumanoidfigureandappeared

infrontofHaroldandhissubordinate.

“You…Whatdoyouwant?!”

HaroldlookedatTyeinshockandasked.

TyesmiledwickedlybeforegrabbingthesubordinatebesideHarold.

Haroldheldthesubordinatebeforehiseyes.Then,hereleasedacloudofblackfogandinsertedit

directlyintothebodyofthesubordinate.

Inaninstant,thesubordinateturnedintoalifelessdrycorpse.

Seeingthis,Harold’sheartwasfilledwithfear.Hedidn’texpectthatTyecouldbethisterrifying.

Rightthen,thedooroftheinterrogationroomwasbreached,andafewsubordinatesranin,aiming

theirgunsatTye.



ButhowcouldtheybeTye’sopponents?

Tyewavedhishandandsentoutanothercloudofblackfog,hittingthemtothegroundallatonce.

“Itoldyou.DidyoureallythinkIwassoeasytodealwith?”

Tyemockedwithagrimsmile.

Havingsaidthat,TyegrabbedHarold,whowasinfrontofhim.

Haroldkeptstruggling,tryingtofreehimselffromTye’shand.

However,Tye’sgripwasverystrong.Therewasnochancetobreakfreeatall.

“TyeLamano!”

Rightthen,aloudangryshoutwasheard.

Rightafterthat,aspiritbladecameflyingtowardTye.

Seeingthis,TyethrewHaroldawayandformedblackfogaroundhishandtoblockthespiritblade.

Immediatelyafter,GeraldandReyappearedatthedoor.



“Tye,Ijustknewyouwouldn’tbethiseasytobecaught.Youmusthaveanothermotive!”

GeraldpointedatTyeandbellowed.

“Hahaha!”

HearingGerald’swords,Tyeburstoutlaughing.

“Gerald,youarequiteclever.Letmetellyou.Ifyouhadn’tcome,theywouldallhavediedtoday!”

Tyesmiledwickedlyashespoke.

“Tye,letmetellyou,Iwillexterminateyouandnotletyouharmtheworldagain!”

GeraldglaredatTyeandshouted.

Then,GeraldleapedforwardandchargedtowardTye.TheAstrabyssSwordinhishandwasemittinga

coldspiritblade,makingthesurroundingsafewdegreescoolerimmediately.
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AlthoughTyehadabsorbedthesoulsandenergyoftwocommonerspreviously,hehadnotrecovered

fullyyet.Hedidn’tdaretofighthead-onagainsttheAstrabyssSword,sohecouldonlygointohidingfor

thetimebeing.



Haroldranoutoftheinterrogationroomandcalledtheotherpeopleforbackup.Everyoneheldagunin

theirhands.

Thosethings,however,wereofnousetoahalf-phantomlikeTye.

Geraldshoutedimmediately,“Geteveryoneoutofthisbuilding!”

Otherwise,ifTyecaughtthem,hewouldabsorbtheirsoulsandenergy.Withhisspeed,Geraldwould

notbeabletosaveeveryoneintime.

Haroldwastrulyterrifiedthistime.Hedidn’tdaretodisobeyGerald,andhecommandedhismen

immediately.

“Everyone,retreat!”

Seeingthatallhisnourishmenthadrunaway,Tyeshoutedangrily.Hemorphedintoacloudofblackfog

andpretendedtoattackGeraldashetriedtoescape.

“Areyoutryingtoescape?”Sincethelasttimehehadusedthistricktorunaway,Geraldhadbeen

preparedtopreventthatfromhappeningagain.Hechasedafterhimandsentoutaspiritbladewiththe

AstrabyssSword.Whenthespiritbladecutthroughtheblackfog,Tyewasaffectedrightaway,andhe

screamedinpain.

“GeraldCrawford,Iwillnevermakepeacewithyou!”Tyecouldnotescape,sohecouldonlychooseto

resist.TheblackfogmorphedintosharpclawsandtriedtograbGerald.

TheAstrabyssSwordblockedtheattack,andGeraldsmirked.



“You’realmostdonefor!”

Tyewasextremelyfrustrated.Hewasalreadyinjured,andtheenergyofthecommonerwassimplynot

enoughtocompensateforwhathehadlost.Currently,hecouldonlyusehalfofhispower.Howcould

hepossiblybeGerald’smatch?

Afterthat,nomatterwhichdirectionhewent,Geraldwouldimmediatelyruntowardthatdirection.In

theend,hemanagedtoforceTyeintoacorner.

“Ishallexterminateyoutoday!”

GeraldmurmuredsomethingunderhisbreathandtookoutthePhangrottomRune.

ThepreviousTyeLamanowasconsidereddeadlongago.Hehadbeenresurrectedbecauseofthesoul

ofthegeneral.Sobasically,hewasjustaghostwhohadbeenrebornwiththehelpofhisbody.

OncethePhangrottomRunewastakenout,Tyefeltashiverinhissoul.

Instantly,thesoulofthegeneraltookoverTye’sbodycompletely.ThemomentthePhangrottomRune

wastakenout,heburstouthisstrongpowerandmorphedintoablackarrow,rushingoutofthe

windowwithawhoosh.

However,beforeleaving,apartofhissoulwasstilldestroyedbythePhangrottomRune.



So,itwouldmeanthatTyewasnotjustseverelyinjured,buthehadalsolosthalfofhissoul.Evenifhe

didnotdisappear,itwouldtakehimyearstorecover.

Geraldfeltthatitwasapitybecausehehadnearlysucceeded.Thesoulofthegeneralwasindeedvery

strong.However,fornow,therewasnoneedtoworryaboutit.UnlessTyewasseekingdeath,hewould

notappearinthenearfuture.

WhenGeraldwalkedoutoftheGreatCouncil,Harold,whowasoutside,quicklywalkedtowardhim.

“Mr.Crawford,howwasit?”

“It’ssettled.Heisnotcompletelyeradicatedyet,buthewon’tbeabletocausetroubleforawhile.If

thereareanymorecaseslikethedrycorpsecase,informmeimmediately.”

Haroldfinallybreathedasighofrelief.Hewashorrifiedbywhathadhappenedjustnow.

Itwasnotsomethingtheycouldsolvebyusinggunsatall.Geraldtrulyliveduptohisname!

Reywasalsorelieved.

“BrotherGerald,you’resostrong.Ifitwereme,IguessIwouldhavebecomeadrycorpsebynow.”

“So,youneedtolearnproperly.”

Aftersayingthat,GeraldreturnedtothevillatogetherwithRey.



Aftersuchafiercebattle,Geraldwasverytired.Hesleptuntiltheafternoonofthenextdaybefore

gettingup.

Aftergettingup,hetookReyoutforlunch.Then,theywanderedaroundtoseeifTyehadleftanytraces

afterescaping.

Justthen,thesharpsoundofacarbrakingwasheard.
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Geraldlookedinthedirectionofthesoundandsawthatitwasactuallyacarthathadhitapedestrian

ontheroad.Thecarstoppedforawhilebutleftrightafterthat.Thedrivershowednointentiontohelp

thepedestrianatall.

Geraldrushedover.Thepedestrianwasamiddle-agedwoman,andshewasbadlyinjured.Herheadwas

bleeding,andshehadfainted.

Geraldshoutedimmediately,“Rey,getacarquickly!”

Theyhadn’tdriventoday.Iftheywaitedfortheambulance,itwouldbetoolate.

Reyimmediatelywenttogetacar.Afewcarspassedby,andthankfully,onecarpulledovertohelp.



Geraldfeltslightlyrelieved.Luckily,hewasacultivator.Ifitwasn’thimwhohelpedtocoverthewound

ofthewomanjustnow,shewouldalreadyhavehadastroke,andshewouldhavegoneintoa

vegetativestatebythetimetheygottothehospital.

Onthewaytothehospital,thewoman’smobilephonefellout,vibrating

Geraldtookitupandsawthatitwasherdaughtercalling.Heansweredthecallandimmediatelyheard

thesweetvoiceofaladyfromtheotherendofthephone.

“Mother,I’vebeenwaitingforyouforages.Whyareyoustillnothere?”

“Pardonme,butI’mnotyourmother.Yourmothermetwithacaraccidentontheroadandisnowon

herwaytothehospital.”

“Whatdidyousay?Acaraccident?!I’llbethererightnow!”

Whentheyarrivedatthehospital,RaineTaylorwasalreadywaitinganxiouslyattheentrance.Whenshe

sawhermother,shejumpedtowardhermotherimmediately.“Mother!How’smymother?!”

Geraldsaid,“Don’tworry.It’snotserious.”

Anursehurriedlypushedtheinjuredwoman,YollandeWaller,intotheoperatingroom,andRaine

Taylorsatonthebenchoutsidetheoperatingroom.Shewassomewhatinadaze.Suddenly,sheraised

herheadandlookedatGerald,shoutingangrily,“Wasityouwhohitmymother?”

WithoutwaitingforGeraldtospeak,Reyspokefirst,“Beauty,don’tslanderpeoplehere.Letmetellyou,

therearemonitoringcamerasinthatarea.Youcangotothepolicestationtoviewthefootagelater.



Besides,wedon’tevenhaveacar.Howcouldwehavehityourmother?Weareevenkindenoughto

saveyourmother!”

Raineapologizedquickly,“I’msorry.Ididn’tmeanto…”

“It’sokay.”Geraldwavedhishandforgivinglyandlookedatherbag.“Yourstudentcardisabouttofall

out.AreyouastudentofSchywaterUniversity?”

Rainewipedoffhertearsandsaid,“Yes.”

“Whatacoincidence.IwasastudentofSchywaterUniversitytoo.Youcanaddressmeasyoursenior.

I’mGeraldCrawford.”

“RaineTaylor.”

Theytalkedabouttheuniversityforawhile,andRaine’smoodslowlyimproved.

Acoupleofhourslater,thelightoftheoperatingroomwentout.Rainerushedoverhurriedlyandasked,

“Doctor,how’smymother?”

Thedoctorremovedhismaskandsaid,“Herinjuryisnotlife-threatening.Sheisindeedveryfortunate.

Thewoundwasverysevere,butitdidn’tcauseinternalbleedinginherbrain.I’vestitchedupthewound,

butwestillneedtoobserveherconditionforaperiodoftime.Now,youneedtocompletethe

proceduresforherhospitalization.”

Admissiontothehospital…



Rainewasabouttoagreewhenshesuddenlyrememberedthatshehadn’tbroughtherpurseoutasshe

hadrushedoverinapanic.

“Doctor,howmuchisit?”

“Youcanpaytenthousandfirst.”

Shewantedtotakeouthermobilephonetocallherfather,DexterTaylor,butwhowouldhavethought

thatshehadlostherphone.Shehadprobablylostitonthewaytothehospital.

Geraldsensedherembarrassmentandsaid,“It’sokay.Iwillpayforitfirst.”

“Thankyousomuch!”RainenowtrulyfeltthatGeraldwasindeedagoodperson.

OnlywhenYollandeWallerwaspushedintothewarddidsherealizethatthiswasactuallyaluxurious

single-roomward!
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Raine’sfacechangedslightly.

“Howmuchdoesthiscost?”

Geraldwavedhishandandsaid,“Youaremyjunior.Thisisjustasmallfavor.Youdon’thavetoworry



aboutit.Besides,asingle-roomwardisgoodforAunt’srecovery.Whenshewakesup,shemighthave

somesequelae.Itmighttakeawhiletoheal.”

“HowcouldItroubleyou!Icannotacceptyourfavorfornothing.”Raineinsisted.Then,sheborrowed

Gerald’sphoneandcalledherfather.

Aboutanhourlater,DexterTaylorarrivedandquicklyasked,“Raine,how’syourmother?”

“Thedoctorsaidthatshe’sfinefornow,butshestillneedstobehospitalizedforobservation.Father,

thisisSeniorGeraldCrawfordwhohelpedpayforthemedicalbills.”

Dexterwantedtothankhimimmediately,butafterhesitatingforawhile,hesaid,“Um,Mr.Crawford,

thankyouverymuchforyourhelp.Forthemedicalfees,canIdelayitforafewdays?”

Alltheirmoneyhadbeentakenoutfordailyexpenses,sotheydidnothavemuchcashleft.

Rainebitherlips.Ofcourseshewasawareofherfamily’sfinancialsituation.

“Pleasedon’tcallmeMr.Crawford.Thisisjustasmallfavor.Asforthemedicalfees,youdon’thaveto

repayme.Iholdsomesharesofthishospital,sothehospitalwon’tchargeyou.Youcanstayforaslong

asyouwant.”

“This…”



Dexterexudedagratefullookandsaid,“It’sso…Thankyouverymuch!”

Geraldstillhadsomematterstosettle,sohehadtoleave.Rainequicklysawhimoff.Beforethat,she

askedforGerald’snumber.

“Senior,Ireallywanttothankyou.Iwilltreatyoutoamealsomeday!”

Today,shehadtostayinthehospitaltotakecareofhermother.

Twodayspassed,andGeraldreceivedacallfromanunfamiliarnumber.ItwasRaine.

“Senior,canyou…cometoschool?”

Shespokeinaquaveringvoice,andGeraldreckonedthatshemustbebeingbullied,soheagreedright

away.

“Okay,I’mcomingover!”

Afterhangingupthecall,RainelookedatYashLambo,whowasblockingherway.Shefelthelpless.

Theserichkidsjustsohappenedtolikepesteringher.

Shehadmadeherselfclear,butthesepeoplestilllikedtotroubleher.

“YashLambo,getoutoftheway!”



YashLambopursedhislips.

“Whodidyoucalljustnow?Senior?Raine,it’syourhonorthatmyfriendlikesyou.Don’tbe

ungrateful!”

YashLambohadafollowerwhowasveryugly.Moreover,itwasrumoredthathehadallsortsofbad

habitssuchasdrinking,whoring,andgambling.Rainewouldneverbetogetherwithsuchaman.

Rainewasprovokedbyhiswords,andhereyesturnedredimmediately.

Theotherstudentswhopassedbysimplywatched,andnoonecametohelp.

Meanwhile,GeraldwasnotfarawayfromSchywaterUniversity,sohedroveoverimmediately.

Whenhesteppedintothecampus,hesawRainebeingsurroundedbyafewpeople.Theylookedvery

disrespectfultowardRaine.

“Raine!”

“Senior!”

Rainewasveryhappywhenshesawhersavior.

YashputonacontemptuousfacewhenhesawGerald.

“He’sjustanoldman.Huh,areyousurehecantakecareofyou?”



Gerald’sgazeintensified.

“Mindyourwords!”

“What?ThisishowItalk.Icanbeattenmenlikeyoualone!DoyouknowwhoIam?”

Afollowerbehindhim,HaydnZaal,saidpromptly,“BrotherYashisthepresidentofthetaekwondoclub

ofSchywaterUniversity!”

Taekwondo?

Geraldsaidnonchalantly,“It’sjustchild’splay.”

RaineknewthatYashwasagoodfighter,soshequicklynudgedGerald.
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YashLambowascompletelyirritatedbyhiswords.

“Whatdidyousay?Howdareyousaythattaekwondoisjustchild’splay?!Doyoudaretofightwithme?

Believeitornot,Iwillpunchyourshiningteeththroughthebackofyourskull!”

Geraldsmiledcalmly.



“Youarenotmymatch.”

“Thenlet’shaveabattle!”Yashshoutedfiercely,“Comeatmeifyou’reaman!I’dliketoseewhat

you’recapableoftoactsoarrogantlyinfrontofme!”

Thefollowersbehindhimshouted,“Let’shaveafight!”

“Rubbish!”

“BrotherYashwillteachyouhowtobeaman!”

Rainewasabitnervous.ShehadaskedGeraldtocomeoverbecauseshereallydidn’tknowwhotoget

helpfrom.Shehadjustinstinctivelythoughtofthisseniorwhomadeherfeelsecure,butshedidn’t

expectthatshehadcausedhimtrouble.

“YashLambo,youshouldjustdealwithme.IthasnothingtodowithSenior!”

Hearingthis,Yash’sfacebecameevenuglier.“Myfriendispursuingyou,butyourejectedhim.Instead,

you’vefallenforthisoldman.Ishallbeathimtothegroundlater!”

Geraldhadfinallysortedoutwhatwasgoingon.

“Raine,dotheyalwaystroubleyou?”



“Notalways,”Rainesaidinagrievance,“Ialwaysavoidthem.It’sjustthatIwasn’tveryluckytodayand

bumpedintothem.”

Intruth,shewasalwaysverycareful,butbecausehermotherhadhadanaccidentandshehadbeen

busytakingcareofher,shehadn’tgottenmuchsleeplastnight.So,shewasnotinherrightmindtoday

andhadmetwiththesepeople.

Sincetheywerealwayslookingfortrouble,itwasbettertosettleitonceandforall.

Thus,Geraldagreedtoit.

“Okay.Iwillfightwithyou.However,let’smakeabet.Ifyoulose,youcan’tlookfororpesterRainein

thefuture.Otherwise,everytimeIgettoknowaboutit,I’llbeatyouup.Doyoudaretomakethatbet?”

Yashsmirkedandsaid,“Sure,Iagree.Then,ifyoulose,youwillstayfarawayfromRaine.Otherwise,I

willbeatyouupeverytimeIseeyou!”

Geraldagreedtoit,andthegroupofpeopleheadedtothetaekwondostudio.

Theotherstudentswereverycuriousandfollowedthemtoseewhatwasgoingon.Ithadbeenalong

timesincesuchthingshadhappenedatSchywaterUniversity.

Rainewasverynervous.

“Senior,areyousure?”



Geraldsmiledandsaid,“Don’tworry.DoIlooklikeanimpulsiveperson?Youwillknowlater.Afterthis,

theywon’tdaretopesteryouanymore.”

Onceinthestudio,Yashstartedjumpinginthearenatowarmuphisbody.Heseemedtoknowwhathe

wasdoing.

ButtoGerald,hewasshowinghisweaknesseverywhere.Hisphysicalstrengthwasnotgoodeither.

Geraldwassurethathecouldwinwithjustonehand.

Therewasevenafollowerfeedinghimwater,andhewastrulyshowingoffhisidentityasarichkidto

theextreme.

Themoreflamboyanthewas,themoreso-sohelooked.

Geraldshookhishead,thinkingthattheyoungpeoplenowreallythoughtofthemselvesaskingswhen

theyhadsomeskills.However,whattheydidn’tknowwasthattherewouldalwaysbesomeonebetter

atsomethingthanthem.

IfitwasnotbecauseofRaine,hewouldbetoolazytofightwiththiskindofperson.

Moreover,taekwondowasindeednothingtohim.Allthetacticswerejustflashymoves.Althoughthe

moveslookedcool,theyactuallywastedalotofenergy.Moreover,theywouldexposetheirweakness

easily.

IfGeraldwantedtokillYash,hedidn’tevenhavetofightwithhim.Onemovewasenoughtodothejob.

Hestoodstillandwavedhishand.



“Comeon.I’llletyoustartfirst.”

“Arrogant!”Yashbarkedangrilyandliftedhislegfiercely.

Hislegwaslong,andheliftedituphigh.Whenhedidadownwardkick,itwasfullofmomentum.When

RainesawthathisleghadnearlykickedGerald,shewassoscaredthatshenearlyscreamed.

“Kickhimtodeath!”

“LongliveBrotherYash!”

Thepeoplearoundwerewavingflagsandshouting.
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Whathappenedtheverynextsecondsurprisedeveryone.

GeraldwasnotblownawaybyYashLambo’skick.

Instead,hedodgedYash’slegeasily,causinghisflyinglegtofallshort.

Yashwasstunned.Hedidn’texpectthatGeraldcouldactuallydodgehisleg.

Geraldtookastepbackwardandstoodstill,staringatYashcalmly.



YashfrownedandlookedatGeraldwithagloomyface.

HehadafeelingthatGeraldwasprovokingandmockinghim.

Itwasindeedsosincehereallydidn’tgettohitGerald.

However,Yashdidnotgiveupbecauseofthis.HelaunchedanotherattackonGerald.

Thistime,hisattackwasevenmorefierce.HechargedtowardGeraldlikeatigerthathadjustcome

downthehill.

TyeattackedGeraldwithasetofrapidmovements.

GeraldsimplydodgedYash’sattackingmovescalmly.

Onceagain,Yashdidn’tgettohitGeraldonhisbody.

Notjusthisbody,hedidn’tevengettotouchGerald’sshirt.

Seeingthis,Haydnandtherestwhowerestandingaroundthemdroppedtheirjawsandopenedtheir

eyeswide.TheyneverexpectedGeraldtobesopowerful.



Anyinsiderwouldbeabletoseeitclearly.

TheywouldknowthegapbetweenGeraldandYash’sabilities.

“You’resolame.Youcan’tevenhitme!”

Rightthen,GeraldshowedabelittlingsmileashemockedYash.

Yashbecameveryangrywhenheheardthat.HefeltgreatlyhumiliatedtobeteasedbyGerald.

“Hmph,youjustknowhowtododge!Ifyouhadrealskills,youwouldfightwithmeproperly!”

Yashsnortedandsaidwithfulldefiance.

Whatdiditmeantobebarefaced?

PeoplelikeYashLambowerebarefaced.

ItwasobviousthathewasnotGerald’smatch,buthestillwantedtomockhim.Hewassimplytoo

shameless.

“Tsk,tsk!”



Geraldcouldn’thelpbutexpresshisdisapproval.

“Fine.Sinceyouwantmetomakemymove,youshouldbeprepared!”

GeraldremindedYashkindly.

Assoonasthosewordshadlefthismouth,beforeYashcouldreact,Geraldhaddisappearedbeforehis

eyes.

BythetimeYashhadreturnedtohissenses,Geraldhadalreadyreappearedonlyafewcentimeters

awayfromhimbeforehiseyes.

Boom!

GeraldhitYashonhischestwithhiselbow.

Yashcouldn’tevendefendhimself,andhewasdirectlyblownawaybyGerald.

Cough!

Yashcoughedoutbloodsuddenly.

“President!”

AsYashfellheavilyontheground,Haydnandtherestrushedtohimandcriedoutinconcern.
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YashstoodupwithdifficultywiththehelpofHaydnandtherest.Hefeltaburningpaininhischest.

“Thisisjustasmalllessonforyou.Don’tthinkthatyouareverystrong.Tome,youarejustakid.”

GeraldpointedatYashandwarnedhim.

Havingsaidthat,GeraldbroughtRainealongandleftthestudio.

YashandtheothersdidnotdaretostopGerald.Theydidn’twanttoenduplikeYash.

KnowingthatthepresidentofthetaekwondoclubwasnotevenGerald’smatch,pettycharacterslike

themcouldn’tpossiblybeGerald’smatch.Theywouldonlydieiftheywentforward.

LookingatGerald’sback,Yashfeltverygloomyandangry.

However,hecouldn’texpresshisbitternessorventhisanger.

Hewouldnotletitgolikethis.Hewouldnotjustputupwithit.HewouldmakesurethatGeraldpaid

theprice.However,hisactionwoulddrivehimtodeath.



AfterGeraldleftthestudiowithRaine,theyleftthecampusandwenttothehospital.

Onthewaythere,RainekeptstaringatGerald.

“Senior,youarereallystrong.Ididn’texpectthatevenYashwouldnotbeyourmatch.”

RainelookedatGeraldinaweandpraisedhim.

YashLambowasveryfamousatSchywaterUniversity,notjustbecauseofhisfamilybackground,but

alsohispopularity.

Moreover,YashwasthepresidentofthetaekwondoclubandaBlackBeltwhohadwonnumerous

championships.

Butnow,thisso-calledchampionhadactuallybeendefeatedbyGeraldinjustonemove.Ifthiswas

madeknowntoothers,hewouldbecomealaughingstock.

“Hehe.It’snothing.Ididn’texpecthimtobesoweakeither!”

Geraldsmiledandrepliedhumbly.

Ifitwassomeoneelse,hemightnotbeamatchtoYash.However,Geraldwasdifferent.Hehadan

unusualpowerthatnobodyhad.



Amidsttheirconversation,GeraldandRainearrivedatthepublichospitalofSchywaterCity.

Afterparkinghiscar,GeraldbroughtRainetotheward.Hebroughtalongsometonicsandfruit

especiallyforRaine’smother,YollandeWaller,aswellashisgoodwishestoher.

SeeingGeraldbringsomanythings,Rainewasverytouched.Shedidn’texpectGeraldtocaresomuch

abouthermotherandputhermother’sconditioninhisheart.

Soon,theyarrivedatthefirst-classnursingwardonthetenthfloor.

DexterTaylorwassittingbesideYollandeandchattingwithher.

“Dexter,stayinginsuchahigh-endplacemustbeverycostly,right?”

Yollandehadregainedherconsciousnessjustrecently.Aftereasingupabit,shelookedaroundthe

roomandaskedDexter.

Shehadneverstayedinsuchaluxuriouswardbefore,andsheknewithadtobeverycostly.

“Oh,Yollande,don’tworryaboutthemoney.We’lltalkaboutthatafteryougetwell.Besides,wedon’t

havetopayforanythingthistime.ItwasRaine’sseniorwhopaidthefees.Weshouldthankhim

properly.”

DexterreassuredYollandeandexplainedtoher.

“Raine’ssenior?Howcouldsomebodybesokindandhelpus?”



Yollandewasverysurprisedwhensheheardaboutit.Shewasworriedifherdaughterhadencountered

somethingdangerous.

“Hey,watchwhatyou’resaying.HeisverynicetoRaine.Hehaslonggraduatedandhasagoodcareer

now.Itjustsohappenedthathecametoknowaboutthismatter.Heisanextremelykindman.Don’t

misunderstandhim.”

DexterquicklyexplainedtoYollande.

Afterall,Geraldhadhelpedhisfamily.Hecouldn’trepayhiskindnesswithagrudge.

Yollandeagreedtoitafterlisteningtohisexplanation.

“Yes.Anyway,hesavedme.Weshouldthankhimproperly.”

YollandeagreedwithDexter.
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“Yolande,Ihaveanidea.Yousee,Raineisnotthatyounganymore,andsheisgraduatingsoon.Ifher

seniorlikesher,Ifeelthatit’snotabadchoice.Thatway,wewillalsobeabletoliveagoodlifeforthe

restofourlives.”

DextercontinuedtovoicehisthoughtstoYollande.



Yollandeofcourseunderstoodwhathehadinmind.

“Hmm.You’reright,Dexter.ButthisstilldependsonRaine.Weshouldrespectherchoice.”

YollanderemindedDexterearnestly.

Thecouplehadalwaysrespectedtheirdaughter’sopinions.Theydidn’twanttoforceherintoanything.

Aslongasshecouldliveagoodandhappylife,theywouldbesatisfied.

Dexternoddedinagreementuponhearingthat.

Creak!

Rightatthatmoment,thedoorwaspushedopen,andGeraldandRainewalkedintogether.

“Father,isMotherawake?”

RaineaskedDexterassoonasshewalkedin.

“Raine!”



Seeingherdaughter,Yollandeimmediatelysmiledandcalledouttoher.

“Mother,howdoyoufeel?”

Rainewenttoherbedsideimmediatelyandaskedinconcern.

Yollandeshookherheadgentlyandsaid,“I’mfine.Whyareyouhere?Don’tyouhaveclass?”

“Idon’thaveanyclassesthisafternoon.So,IcameheretotakeoverforFather.”

RaineexplainedtoYollande.

“Aunt,RaineandUnclewillbemuchmorerelievedwhenyouarealright.”

Then,GeraldsmiledatYollandeandcomfortedher.

YollandelookedatGeraldwhensheheardhim.

“Youngman,youmustbeRaine’ssenior,right?Yousavedme,soyouaremylifesaviour,myfamily’slife

saviour.Idon’tknowhowIshouldthankyou.”

YollandelookedatGeraldandthankedhim.

“You’rebeingtoopolite,Aunt.Yourhealthisthemostimportantthing.Therestarejustsmallmatters.”



Geraldsmiledandsaidhumbly.

“Right,Aunt,Uncle,herearesomefruitsandtonicsforyou.Whenyougetdischarged,youcanrecover

properly.”

Havingsaidthat,GeraldhandedthethingsinhishandsovertoDexter.

“Ohmy,Gerald,comehere.Whydidyoubuysomanythings?Youmusthavespentalot.”

DexterwassurprisedandnaggedatGerald.However,hefelttouchedandhappyinhisheart.Now,he

foundGeraldevenmorelikeable.Inhisheart,hehadcompletelyacknowledgedGeraldashisson-in-law.

WhenDexterlookedatthetonicsinhishand,hewasshocked.

Hedidn’texpectGeraldtobuysuchexpensivetonics.Theycostatleastafewthousanddollars.This

madeDexterevenmoreconvincedthatGeraldwasnotasimpleperson.

“Youngman,yournameisGerald,right?”

YollandeaskedGerald.

“Yes,IamGeraldCrawford,Raine’ssenior.Igraduatedintheclassof‘07,soIamafewyearsolderthan

Raine.”

GeraldnoddedandexplainedtoYollande.



YollandenoddedandglancedatherdaughterbeforelookingatGeraldagain.
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“Gerald,Itrulyoweyoualotthesefewdays.PleasetakecareofRaineinthefuture.”

YollandesuggestedtoGerald.

Geraldwasstartledwhenheheardher.Then,hesmiledandsaid,“Ofcourse.Don’tworry,Aunt.Raine’s

matterswillbemymatters,Iwillhelpher.”

Intruth,GeraldunderstoodwhatYollandewastryingtosay.ShewastreatinghimasRaine’sboyfriend.

GeraldspentsomemoretimewithRaine’sfamilybeforeleaving.

AlthoughRainewasreluctanttoletGeraldleave,sheknewhemusthavehisownmatterstodealwith.

Shewasalreadyverysatisfiedwhenhecouldcomewithher.

AfterseeingGeraldoff,Rainereturnedtotheward.

“Raine,tellme,youlikeGerald,don’tyou?”



ThemomentRainecamebackandsatdown,Yollandelookedatherandasked.

WhenRainedwasaskeddirectly,herfaceturnedredimmediatelyoutofshyness.

Seeingthechangesonherdaughter’sface,Dexterimmediatelyputonalovingsmileonhisface.

“Raine,justtellus.Nomatterwhat,wewillsupportyourdecision.”Dextersaid.

Rainehesitatedforafewseconds.Then,shenoddedandsaidslowly,“Yes,Father,Mother,Ilikehim.”

AlthoughRainehadonlyknownGeraldforsuchashorttime,sheknewwhatshethoughtofhiminher

mind.ShefeltthatGeraldwasthegoodmanshehadbeenlookingforinthislifetime.

Hearingheranswer,YollandeandDexterexchangedglances.

Then,theysmiled.

“Raine,Isupportyou!”

“Yes,Raine.Isupportyoutoo.Justgoforit!”

DexterandYollandeexpressedtheirsupportandapprovaltowardRaine’schoice.



“Geraldissuchahigh-qualityman.Besides,heiskindandnicetoyou.Heisagoodman.Raine,you

shouldtakeadvantageofthischance!”

DexterremindedRaine.

Rainenoddedunderstandingly,butshedidnotsayanythingelse.

Shedidn’tknowhowGeraldfeltforher.Fornow,shedarednotsayoutherfeelingsasshewasworried

thathemightrejectherdirectly.Ifthathappened,itwouldbeveryawkward.

ThiswasbecauseGeraldhadrejectedheroncealreadyyesterday.Althoughthesituationyesterdayhad

beendifferent,attheveryleast,itshowedthatGeraldwasnotacasualman.

“Raine,lookatallthesetonicsGeraldgaveus.Thesecostmorethanafewthousand,ormaybeafew

tenthousand.Thisisnotaffordableforanyordinaryman.So,itmeansthatGerald’sbackgroundmust

beverygood.Youshouldnotmissoutonsuchagoodman.”

DextersaidtoRaine.

“Bytheway,Raine,doyouknowwhatGeralddoes?Doyouknowabouthisfamilybackground?”

YollandelookedatRaineandasked.

Raineshookherheadandsaid,“Oh,Father,Mother,I’vejustgottentoknowGeraldforonlytwodays.

HesimplyhelpedmewhenIwasbullied,soIdon’tknowmuchaboutthesethings.

YollandeandDextercametounderstandthesituationafterhearingthis.



Anyway,itdidn’tmatter.Theycouldgettoknoweachotherbetterslowly.

Atthesametime,GeraldhadnoideawhatRainewastalkingaboutwithherparents.Hedrovebackto

YonjourGroup.

Meanwhile,inacafe,fouryoungmenweresittingthereandchatting.OneofthemwasYashLambo,

whohadbeenbeatenupbyGeraldearlier.

Yash’sfacewasverygloomy.Hesatonthesofawithadarkexpression,andhiseyebrowswerefurrowed.
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ThethreeyouthssittingbeforehimwentbyYongHaas,JacqueLennox,andFerdoBach,andtheywere

noneotherthantheyoungmastersoftheprestigiousHaas,Lennox,andBachfamiliesofSchwaterCity.

SincetheywerethreeoftheFamousFourofSchywater,itwasevidentthattheyhadcomplex

backgrounds.Whatmore,theywereevenshareholdersofSchywaterUniversity,andtheonly

shareholderthatcouldrivalthemwastheYonjourGroup.

Thenagain,thefourfamilieswerenothinginthepresenceofthatgroup…

Whateverthecasewas,Yong—whowassittingonthecouch—couldn’thelpbutaskinaplayfultone,

“Say…Iheardrumorsthatyougotbeatenupbysomeone,Yash!Aretherumorstrue?”

Uponhearingthat,YashsimplylookedatYongwithoutsayingaword.Justashehadfeared,gossip



abouthimbeingbeatenuphadalreadyspreadlikewildfirethroughouttheuniversity…How

embarrassing…

“TothinkthatthatbrazenkidwasabletodefeatYash…Wheredoyouthinkhecomesfrom?”asked

Jacqueinacurioustone.

“Whoevencaresaboutthat?Whateverthecaseis,sincehedaredtohumiliatetheFamousFourof

Schywaterinthefirstplace,we’lljustmakehimeathiswords!”scoffedFerdoratherdisdainfully.

“Indeed…Regardless,I’mnotsureifyou’veheardaboutthis,butthere’sbeensomemajorchangesin

theuniversityoflate.Essentially,theprincipalandowneroftheuniversityhavesupposedlychanged.

Whatmore,accordingtomyfather,heheardnewsthattheuniversity’sbiggestshareholderisnowthe

chairmanoftheYonjourgroup!Withthatinmind,theYonjourGroupnowownstheuniversity!”

explainedYong.

“…What?TheYonjourGrouphasacquiredtheuniversity?Butforwhatreason?”exclaimedtheconfused

Jacque.

EveryoneknewabouttheYonjourGroup’spower.Iftherumorsreallyweretrue,thenthetrioknew

betterthantoacthastily…

Whateverthecasewas,itwasnoonwhenGeraldreturnedtohisoffice.

Shortlyafter,Natalliewalkedinbeforerespectfullyasking,“Isthereanythingyou’dlikemetodo,

Chairman?”



“Beforethat,thereshouldstillbesomevillasunderthecompany’sname,right,Natallie?”saidGerald.

“Indeed,Chairman.Afewremain,”repliedNatallie,muchtoGerald’ssatisfaction.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenordered,“That’sgreattohear.Ineedyoutogetmethedocuments

foroneofourvillas.Canyouarrangeforthat?”

Simplynoddinginresponse,Natalliethenwalkedoutofhisofficewithoutanotherword…

Thetruthwas,GeraldwasaskingforthedocumentsonbehalfofRaine’sfamily.Afterall,thatfamily

wascurrentlyplaguedwithdemolitionproblemsandneededsomeplacetomoveto.Withthatinmind,

Geraldwassteppingintohelpbyallowingthemtomoveintooneofhiscompany’svillas.

Alittleoveranhourlater,Natalliereturnedwithadocumentfolder.

HandingittoGerald,shethensaid,“Thesearethevilla’sdocuments,chairman.Also,allthenecessary

proceduresformovingintoithavebeensettled.”

Takingthedocuments,Geraldrepliedwithasimple,“Thankyou.”

Hearingthat,Natalliewaspromptedtoask,“Doyouneedmetocomewithyou,chairman?”

“It’sfine,I’llheadthereonmyown.Youcancontinueworkingintheoffice.”
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Withthatsaid,Geraldthengotupandleftwiththedocumentsinhand…

Natallieherselfdidn’tthinkmuchofit,knowingfullwellthatGeraldhadhisownwayofdoingthings.

Withthatinmind,shesimplydidasshewastold…

Regardless,itwasn’ttoolongbeforeGeraldarrivedatthehospital.Naturally,hewastheretomeet

Raineandherfamily.

Eitherway,thesecondtheysawhim,everyonefromRaine’sfamilycouldn’thelpbutsmile.

Dexterhimselfcouldn’thelpbutask,“Gerald?Whatareyoudoinghere?Aren’tyoubusy…?Areyou

surewearen’ttakingtoomuchofyourtime…?”

Simplysmilinginresponse,Geraldthenreplied,“It’sfine,uncle.Regardless,I’mheretodiscuss

somethingwithallofyou.”

Seeinghowconfusedtheywereafterhearingthat,Geraldthenlookedatthecouplebeforeadding,“I

heardfromRainethattheplaceyou’reallcurrentlystayinginisabouttogetdemolished.I’vealsobeen

toldthatyoustillhaven’tfoundaplacetostayyet,isthatright?”

Hearingthat,Dextersimplyheavedaheavysigh,ahelplessexpressiononhisfaceashesaid,“Indeed…

Thehousesnowadaysarejustsoexpensive,youknow?Andwedon’treallyhavethemoneytogeta

goodplacetostay…Whatmore,Raine’smotherhasjustundergonesurgery!We’reinatrulyperplexing



situation…”

Seeinghowbigaproblemitwasforthethreeofthem,Geraldthenrepliedinaconfidenttone,“Isee…

Truthbetold,I’mheretohelpsolvethatveryissue!”

Naturally,thissurprisedthefamilyofthree.

Abriefpauselater,Dexterwaspromptedtoask,“Really?Areyoureallygoingtohelpusout,Gerald…?”

Afterall,ifGeraldtrulywassteppingin,thentheirmostmajorproblemwouldsurelybetakencareof.

“Iwouldn’tjokeaboutsuchthings,wouldI?”repliedGerald,aseriousexpressiononhisfaceashe

handedthedocumentsovertoDexter.

Followingthat,hethenexplained,“Thosearethedocumentsofoneofmyvacantvillas.It’saniceplace

andyoucanallmovethere.I’msurethatauntwillbeabletorecoverfastertheretoo.”

Uponhearingthat,allthreeofthemcouldonlywidentheireyesinresponse,tooshockedtoevensay

anythingforawhile.

Eventually,Dextersnappedoutofitbeforeexclaiming,“A-a…villa…?!”

TothinkthatGeraldwasactuallyallowingtheirfamilytoliveinoneofhisvillas!Noneofthemhadeven

dreamtofbeingabletoliveinavillabefore!



“Youheardright,uncle.Regardless,allthenecessarycontractsandprocedureshavealreadybeendealt

with,soyoucanjustmoveinstraightaway.Speakingofwhich,thevillaisfullyfurnished,soyoudon’t

needtogetanynewfurniture!”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“T-that…H-howcanIeventhankyou…?”mutteredtheoverwhelmedDexter,activelyfightingtheurge

tokneelbeforetheyouth.Afterall,withoutGerald’shelp,theywould’vesurelyhadaroughtimeonthe

streets…

“Asimplethanksissufficient,uncle.AsI’vesaidbefore,Raine’smattersaremymatters,andI’llhelp

wheneverIcan,”repliedGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Rainecouldn’thelpbutfeeltouched.Geraldtrulywasbeingtoonicetoher…
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Regardless,itwasafewdayslaterwhenRaine’smotherwasfinallydischargedfromthehospital.Itwas

alsothedayRaine’sfamilywouldmoveintothevilla.

Withthatinmind,GeraldhadmadesuretoremindRaineandDextertopackalltheirclothesand

personalbelongingsbeforegettingRaine’smotherfromthehospital.Thatway,Geraldcould

immediatelydriveallofthemtothevillaonceRaine’smotherwasdischarged.

Thenagain,therewasn’tmuchtopackinthefirstplace.Afterall,asGeraldhadpreviouslysaid,thevilla

wasalreadyfullyequippedwithfurnitureandelectricalappliances.



Whateverthecasewas,thesecondthetrioenteredthevilla,theywereinstantlyleftdumbfounded.

Ittookhimawhiletosnapoutofit,butwhenhefinallydid,Dextercouldn’thelpbutfumbleafewsteps

forwardwhileexclaiming,“M-mygod…This…Thisisextravagant…!”

YollandeandRainethemselvesremainedstupefiedinsilence,unabletobelievethattheyweregoingto

liveherefromnowon.

TurningtofaceGerald,Dexter—whowasstillhavingtroubleacceptingallthis—thenadded,“A-areyou

reallysurewecanlivehere,Gerald…?”

Givingafirmnod,Geraldthenreplied,“AsI’vesaidbefore,I’dneverjokeaboutsomethinglikethis,

uncle.Also,sinceIownthisvilla,youdon’thavetoworryabouttroublefromothers.Ishouldalso

mentionthatyouwon’thavetoworryaboutpayingforanyoftheutilitieseither.”

Hearingthat,Dexterwasleftutterlyflabbergasted.Whatasaint!

Aftercalmingdownabit,Dextergulpedbeforeasking,“…Gerald…What…exactlydoyoudofora

living…?”

“I’dliketoknowaswell!Untilyoutellus,there’snowaywecouldlivehere!Wesimplywouldn’tdare!

Afterall,thisisamassivefavoryou’redoingforus!Wedon’tevenknowhowtorepayyourkindness

yet!”addedYollande.

Seeinghowkeenallthreeofthemweretofindout,Geraldknewthathecouldn’thideitfromthemany



longer.

Withthat,hetruthfullyreplied,“…Well,ifyouinsistonknowing,Iguessthere’snopointhidingit

anymore…Yousee,I’mactuallythechairmanoftheYonjourGroup!Withthatinmind,alltheother

villasintheareabelongtomycompanyaswell,thoughmyemployeesarecurrentlylivinginthose.

Regardless,sincetherewerestillafewvacantvillas,IfiguredthatIcouldhelpyourfamily’splightby

allowingyoutoliveinoneofthem!”

Uponhearingthat,thetrio’seyesalmostpoppedoutoftheirskulls.

Raineherselfwasthemostsurprisedamongthem.TothinkthatGeraldwouldactuallybethechairman

oftheYonjourGroup…Nowonderhehadbeenabletopayforallthosemedicalexpensesinonego…!It

explainedhowhegotthemsuchaniceplacetomoveintotoo!Shehadtrulygottentoknowamagnate!

Naturally,allthreeofthemwerefullyawareofhowpowerfultheYonjourGroupwas.Tothinkthatnot

onlyhadtheybeenacquaintedwiththatcompany’schairmanthisentiretime,buthewasevenwilling

toextendhishelptothem!

Regardless,aftereventuallysnappingoutofit,thestillrathershockedDextergulpedbeforestuttering,

“I-IhadnoideayouwerethechairmanoftheYonjourGroup,Gerald…!”

Shrugginginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“Chairmanisjustatitleintheend,uncle.Ipreferkeepingalow

profileratherthanflauntingit.”

Hearingthat,allthreeofthemsimplynodded.Afterall,theyknewthatitwasbetterforpowerful

people—likeGerald—tosticklowsothattheywouldn’taccidentallycauseanymajorstirs.

Whateverthecasewas,itwaseveningbythetimetheyweredoneunpacking.



SeeingthatRaineandGeraldwerenowsittingonthelivingroomcouch,DextertookYollandeupstairs

toallowtheirdaughtertohavesomealonetimewithGerald.

Afterabriefsilence,Rainecouldn’thelpbutsay,“…Youknow,you’rereallygoodathidingsecrets,

senior…Youreallysurprisedmeearlier!”

Simplygrinninginresponse,Geraldthenchuckledbeforereplying,“Sorry,Raine.Didn’tmeantohideit

fromyou!”

“Well,there’snoneedtoapologize…Igetwhyyouchosetohideyouridentity!”repliedRaineinan

understandingtone.
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“I’mgladyoudo….Speakingofwhich,I’vealreadyacquiredSchywaterUniversity.Justthoughtyou’d

liketoknow,”repliedGerald,instantlystunningRaineoncemore.

Seriously?Hehadboughttheentireuniversitysocasually?!ThiswastrulyafeatonlyGeraldcoulddo…

“So,you’rethebiggestshareholderofSchywaterUniversitynow…Nowonderyouweren’tafraidofthe

FamousFourofSchywater!”exclaimedRaineassheputtwoandtwotogether.

Thenagain,Rainewasonlyhalfrightaboutthatassumption.EvenifGeraldhadn’tacquiredSchywater

University,hewould’veremainedunafraidoftheFamousFour.Afterall,tohim,theyweresimplyfour

playboyswhodidn’tneedtobefearedorevenlookedupto.



Aslongastheydidn’ttroublehim,hewouldn’tevenbotheraboutthem.However,iftheydid,hewould

simplydestroythemalongwiththeirfamilies.

Afterall,everyoneknewthatoffendingtheYonjourGroupwasneveragoodideasincethe

consequenceswouldalwaysbedevastating…

Regardless,itwasgettingratherlatewhenGeraldfinallybidfarewelltoRaineandleftthevilla…

Whilehecould’vestayedformuchlonger,hedidn’tsinceitwastheweekendtomorrowandhe

rememberedpromisingEarlatobringhertoanamusementpark.Withthatinmind,heplannedtoturn

inearlysothathewouldbeawakebydawn…

Eitherway,itwasaboutninewhenhefinallyarrivedathisvilla.

Uponentering,hewasgreetedbytheusualsightofEarlaandNatalliesittingonthecouch,laughingas

theywatchedtelevision.

WhentheyrealizedthatGeraldhadreturned,Earlyquicklyhoppedoffthecouchbeforeexclaiming,

“You’reback,Mr.Crawford!”

UnderstandingthatEarlafoundhimmoreimportantthanthetelevision,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmile

ashereplied,“That,Iam!Afterall,we’regoingtotheamusementparktomorrow,aren’twe?Earlyto

bed,earlytorise!”

Hearingthat,Earlainstantlycheeredbeforesaying,“Yeah!You’rethebest,uncleGerald!”



GeraldandNatalliecouldonlysmilewhentheysawhowhappyEarlawas.Thatchild’sinnocentsmile

trulycouldhealeventhemosttiredofsouls…

Nowfeelingallwarmandrelaxed,GeraldturnedtofaceNatalliebeforeinstructing,“Gobookthree

ticketsforHappyAmusementParklater.We’llgotheretogethertomorrow!”

Noddinginresponse,Natalliereplied,“Gotit,Chairman!”

Gigglingwithglee,Earlathensaid,“Say…CouldIsleepwithyoutonight,sisterNatallie?”

Momentarilystartledtohearthat,Natalliequicklysnappedoutofitbeforereplyingwithasmile,“Of

courseyoucan!”

Cheeringoncemore,Earlathenexclaimed,“Yay!Thanks,sisterNatallie!”

GeraldandNatalliehadmadeitapointtogiveEarlaalltheloveandcaretheycouldpossiblyoffer.With

thatinmind,suchasimplewishwasdefinitelynoproblemforNatallie…
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Afterall,theduoknewthattheywereEarla’sonlyfamily.Iftheydidn’ttreatEarlawell,whoelsewould?



Whateverthecasewas,itwasratherlateatnightwhenGeraldfinallypartedwayswiththetwogirls,

promptingtheduotoheadtoNatallie’sroom.Aspromised,EarlaslepttogetherwithNatallie,and

Natalliemadesuretohughertightastheysleptcomfily…

Geraldhimselfopenedabottleofwineassoonashegottohisroom’sbalcony.Leaningagainsthislawn

chairashetookasipofwine,Geraldthenstaredatthebeautifulnightsky…

Astheysaid,nighttrulywasthebesttimeforpeopletothinktheirlifethrough…

Takinganothersipofwine,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutthinkaboutthefactthathewasimmunetogetting

drunk.Evenso,hestillenjoyedthethrillofdrinkingalcohol,sowhocared?

Eitherway,aftertakingafewmoresips,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutstartthinkingabouthisfather…

Imagininghisfather’sfaceashestaredatthestarrysky,Geraldknewthatifhisfatherwasstillalive,

thenhisfamilywouldsurelycontinueleadingahappylife…Hewasalsoprettysurethathisfatherwould

beproudofallhisachievements,thoughthiswasallsimplywishfulthinking…Afterall,thedead

couldn’tbetrulybroughtbacktolife.

Regardless,afterdrinkingforquitesometime,Geraldfinallydecidedtohitthehay…

Itwaseightthenextmorningwhenhewasawokenbythesoundofhisalarmclock.Feelingrefreshed,

Geraldthenhoppedoffhisbedtogethimselfcleanedupbeforeeventuallyhavingbreakfasttogether

withEarlaandNatallie.

Oncethatwasdone,thetriofinallydroveofftoHappyAmusementPark.



ThoughtheamusementparkwaslocatedjustnorthofSchywaterCity,thiswasGerald’sfirsttimegoing

there.Afterall,hewasprettymuchalwaysbusy.

Withthatinmind,thiswasagoodopportunityforhimtogetararemomentofrelaxation…Itwasalsoa

chanceforhimtofinallyhaveproperfunwithEarla.

Eitherway,itwasabouttenminuteslaterwhenGeraldfinallyhitthebrakes.Theyhadarrived.

Steppingoutofthecar,Geraldsawhowlargethenorthernareawas.ItwasnowonderwhytheHappy

AmusementParkwasestablishedhere.

Whateverthecasewas,afterNatalliemadesurethatshehadtheticketsonher,thetriothenheaded

intotheamusementpark…

Uponentering,Earlacouldn’thelpbutimmediatelyexclaim,“Wow!Thisplaceissohugeand

beautiful…!”

ThiswasEarla’sfirsttimeatanamusementpark,soitwasunderstandablewhyshewassoexcited.

Beforethis,shehadalwaysdreamtofgoingtoone,andnowthatherdreamwasfinallygettingfulfilled,

therewasnowayshewasgoingtobeabletocontainherjoy.

Understandingthat,GeraldthenturnedtolookatEarlabeforesaying,“Earla!Ifthere’sanythingyou’d

liketoplayorbuy,justtellme!We’llmakesureyouenjoyyourselftothefullesttoday!”

Noddinginresponse,EarlathenbeganguidingGeraldandNatallietowardtheridesshewantedto

enjoy…



ThoughEarlahadpreviouslyseemedlikeanobsequiousgirl,shewasapparentlyquitecourageous,even

moresothanNatallie!Afterall,shewasinterestedinthemorethrillingridesintheamusementparklike

rollercoasters!

Haditnotbeenfortheminimumheightandagerestrictionsformostofthethrillingrides,Earla

would’vesurelygottenontoeachandeveryoneofthem!

Regardless,itwastruethattimeflewwhenonewashavingfun.Afterall,twohourshadpassedinthe

blinkofaneye…

Seeingthatitwasnownoon,GeraldandNatalliedecidedtoleadEarlatooneoftheamusementpark’s

benchestohaveashortrest.Evenso,Earlalookedlikeshestillwantedtocontinueenjoyingherself.

Smilingwhenhesawthat,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“So,whatdoyouthinkoftoday,Earla?Enjoying

yourself?”

Immediatelynoddinginresponse,Earlathenreplied,“Iam!If…itisn’ttoomuchtrouble,couldwecome

hereagaininthefuture…?”

“Butofcourse!JusttellmeorMissMoonwhenyoufeeltheurgetocomehereagain!We’lldefinitely

findthetimetobringyouheretohavefun!”promisedGeraldwithouttheslightesthesitation.

“Yay!Thankyou,Mr.Crawford!MissMoon!”exclaimedEarla,allsmilesasshenoddedwithglee…
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Followingthat,sheturnedtolookatNatallieandsaid,“Um…Couldwegotothewashroom,Miss

Moon…?”

“Sure!Let’sgo!”repliedNatallieassheimmediatelyledEarlatothewashroom…

Geraldhimselffollowedthemuntilhefoundabench—thathadaflowerbedrightbehindit—within

viewofthewashrooms…

Evenfromafar,however,thetriohadalreadynoticedalonglineofladieswaitingtousethebathroom.

Thenagain,thiswasn’treallyoutoftheordinary.Thefactthatnobodywaslininguptousethegents

wasnormalasdayaswell.

Whateverthecasewas,NatallieandEarlanaturallyhadtoqueueaswell,anditwasaboutfifteen

minuteslaterbeforeitwasfinallytheduo’sturntoenter…

However,justastheywereabouttoenter,awomansuddenlycutthelineandstoodbeforethem!

Seeingthat,Natallieimmediatelyheldontothewoman’swrist—beforeshecouldenter—andsaid,“Hey,

now!Waityourturn!”

Uponhearingthat,thewomaninstantlyturnedtoglareatherbeforeyelling,“Hah!AsifIneedtolisten

toyou!”

Withthatsaid,thewomanthensnortedbeforeyankingherarmfreefromNatallie’sgrip!Duetothe

suddenyank,Natalliealmostendedupfalling!Thankfully,thepersonbehindherwaskindenoughto

supportherfall.



Seeingthat,theangeredEarlathenpointedatthewomanbeforeyelling,“Hey,wegotherefirst!You’re

clearlytheonewho’swronghere!MissMoon,areyoualright-”

BeforeEarlacouldevenfinishhersentence,thewoman—whowasnowfrowninguglily—gavehera

tightslapacrossherface!

Naturally,thisstunnedeveryonepresent.Tothinkthatthismaniacalwomanwouldn’tevenletthisgirl

off!

HereyesnowfullywidenedwhenshesawhowredEarla’sswollencheekwas,Natallieimmediately

exclaimed,“E-Earla…!”

WatchingasNatalliethensquatteddowntocheckonthecryinggirl’scheek,thewomansimplysnorted

asshescoffed,“Hah!Letthatbealessontoyou,brat!Don’tmeddleinotherpeople’sbusiness!”

Beforeanyonecouldevenretortback,however,theycouldonlystareinshockwhentheysawthatthe

womanhadbeensentflying!

Ofcourse,theonewhohaddonethedeedwasnoneotherthanthefuriousGeraldwhohadwitnessed

everythingfromthebench.

AfterseeinghowmercilessthewomanhadtreatedEarla,Geraldnolongerhadanyhesitationabout

beatingherup.Thatb*tchdeservedit!

Regardless,GeraldthenquicklyturnedtofaceEarla,inspectingherswollencheekashesaid,“Holdstill,

Earla,andletmehaveaquicklook!”



AsGeraldbegantransferringthebioelectriccurrentinhisbodyintoEarla’sface,NatallieandEarla

couldn’thelpbutfeelrelieved.Afterall,theybothknewthatwithGeraldaround,nobodywouldever

daretobullythem.

Eitherway,itwasonlysecondslaterwhenEarla’sswollencheekreturnedtonormal…

“Doesitstillhurt,Earla…?”askedGeraldinadotingtone.
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Shakingherhead,Earlathensaid,“Notatall,Mr.Crawford!You’resoawesome…!”

WhileEarla’scheekhadstungquiteabitearlier,thesecondGeraldtouchedit,thepainsimplyvanished.

Itwastrulymagical…!

Eitherway,Geraldbreathedasighofreliefuponhearingthat.

Withthatdone,Geraldthengotupagainbeforestaringatthewomanfromearlierwhohadjustcrawled

backtoherfeet.

Glaringathim,theenragedwomanthenyelled,“You…!Howdareyouhitme…?!Don’tyouknowwhoI

am?!”



Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplysquintedhiseyes,revealinganicyglarethatcouldpierceasoul…He

definitelywasn’tlettingheroffeasynow…!

“Likethatmatters!Titlesareonlygiventohumans,andyou’reclearlyananimalforevendaringtotreat

ayounggirlthisway!”retortedGerald.

“…Yeah,he’sright!Besides,shewastheonewhostarteditallbycuttingtheline!”

“Iknowright?Asifshe’dreactanydifferentlyifsomeonecutherline!”

Hearingallthebystanders—whohadwatchedthewholethinghappen—yellather,thehumiliated

womancouldonlyblushinshame.Ittrulywasamiserablefeelingtobedespisedbyeveryone…

“Y-you…!Allofyouhadbettershutup!Incaseyoudidn’tknow,I’mthewifeoftheZachariahGroup’s

chairman!Whothehellareallofyoutoeventhinkaboutteachingmealesson?!”roaredthedesperate

woman.

Thesecondtheyknewwhoshetrulywas,everyoneinstantlyfellsilent.Afterall,theywerewellaware

thattheZachariahGroupwasthecreamofthecropinSchywaterCity.Withthatinmind,thatgroup

wasundoubtedlypowerful…

Evenso,thatgroupwasprettymuchinsignificantwhencomparedtoGerald’sYonjourGroup.Infact,

noteventenZachariahGroupswouldcomeclosetorivalingGerald’sgroup!



Understandingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutgazedisdainfullyatthewomanwhilescoffing,“The

ZachariahGroup,yousay…?”

“Indeed!Soifyoudareoffendmeanymore,I’llsurelymakeyousuffer!Infact,I’llevenkickyououtof

SchywaterCityforgood!”scowledthewomaninanarroganttonebeforesmilingsmuglyatthem.Itwas

clearthatshehadnointentionofshowinganyofthemanyrespect…

Whateverthecasewas,sinceshewasZachariahKershaw’swife,GeraldfiguredthatshemustbeZuri

Lidwell.

Still,justtobesure,Geraldcasuallyasked,“Savethebigtalk.Regardless,yousaidyourhusbandis

ZachariahKershaw,right?”

Noddinginresponse,Zurithenreplied,“Oh?Soyouknowmyhusband’sname!Iguessyou’remore

sensiblethanIthought!Regardless,Iwantyouthreetogrovelandapologizetome!Ifyoudo,I’llletthe

matterslide!Ifyoudon’t,however…Well,let’sjustsaythatasinglephonecallwillruinallofyou!”

Hearingthat,GeraldandNatalliecouldn’thelpbutsnortintheirminds.Zurireallywasalltalk.

Honestly,GeraldwasfeelingslightlybadforKershaw.Afterall,hehadgottenmarriedtosuchanidiot.

WomenlikeZuriwouldalwaysendupruiningtheirpartners,andthefactthatshewasnowpissing

Geraldoffwasatextbookexampleofsuchasituation.Shedidn’tevenknowwhatshewasgetting

herselfinto!

Shakinghishead,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Goaheadandcallhim,then!”
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Uponhearingthat,Zuriwasstunned.Afterall,notonlywasGeraldmorefearlessthanshehad

anticipated,buthedidn’tseemtocareaboutherhighpositionatall!WashenotafraidoftheZachariah

Groupintheleast…?

Geraldhimselfwassimplywaitingtoseeifshetrulywasgoingtomakethecall.Afterall,thesecondshe

did,hewouldnolongerhesitatetoendtheZachariahGroup.Bythatpoint,anyamountofregretfrom

Zuriwouldbeuseless…

Eitherway,Zuriwasn’tabouttogetoutdoneandmocked,soshegrittedherteethbeforeyelling,“…Fine!

Sinceyouwanttogetkickedoutofthecitysomuch,bemyguest!”

Followingthat,Gerald,Natallie,andEarlasimplywatchedcalmlyasshebeganfishingherphoneout.

Geraldhimselfcouldn’thelpbutthink,‘Messingwithus,huh?We’llmakesuretoproperlytakeyouon,

then!’

Regardless,itwasabouttensecondslaterwhenthecallfinallyconnected.Theseconditdid,Zuri’stone

immediatelydidaone-eightyasshewhimperedbetweencrocodiletears,“H-hubby…!I’mgetting

bulliedbyothers…!Pleasecomebackmeup…!”

“What?You’reattheHappyAmusementPark,no?Whywouldyougetbulliedoutoftheblue?Areyou

sureyoudidn’tstartit?”askedZachariahwhoknewalltoowellabouthiswife’stemper.

Thiswasn’tthefirsttimeZurihadgottenintotroubleforbullyingothersfirst.Whatmore,withhow

muchsheflauntedherpositionashiswifeeverywhere,whowoulddarebullyherinthefirstplace?



“…Whatdoyoumeanbythat,Zachariah?Ireallywasbeatenupbyab*stard!Look,you’dbetterhelp

meorI’mgoingtomakethingsdifficultforyouonceIgetback!”scowledthetwo-facedZuri.Whata

defensiveandhostilewoman…

Whateverthecasewas,Zachariahknewthatallhecoulddonowwasgiveintoherwhims…

Withthat,hecouldonlyaskinahelplesstone,“Fine…Whatexactlydoyouwantmetodo…?”

Delightedtohearthat,Zuri’sconfidenceinstantlypeakedassherepliedinaloudvoice,“Iwantyouto

kickthemoutofSchywaterCity!”

Itwasevidentthatshehaddeliberatelydonesotoensurethatthetrioheardher.

Uponhearingthat,Zachariahcouldonlygroanbeforesaying,“…Isn’titfineifwejustteachthema

lesson…?Don’tyouthinkyou’recausingtoomuchofasceneforsuchasmallmatter…?”

Zachariahhimselfdidn’tlikeusinghispowerandpositiontobullyothers.ThatwasZuri’sthing.Infact,

hehadadvisedhertimeandagaintostopbeingsoarrogant,thoughofcourse,sheneverlistened.

UnfortunatelyforZachariah,shehadsomehowmanagedtooffendapersonwhowasevenmore

powerfulandinfluentialthanhim,andhewouldsooncometolearnaboutthat…

“Zachariah!Wouldyoulistentoyourself?!I’myourwife,aren’tI?!Whyaren’tyouangrythatIgot

bulliedbyothers?!”scowledtheenragedZuri.

Beingthekindofpersonwhojustcouldn’tstandgettingscolded,Zachariahinstantlygaveinashe

repliedtotheunbearablewoman,“Fine!I’llcomeoverrightaway,alright…?”



Satisfiedtohearthat,Zurithennoddedbeforesaying,“That’smorelikeit!Nowhurryover!”

Followingthat,shehungupbeforeglaringatthetrio,asmugsmileonherface…

Visitchapterlistfornextchapter


