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Bythatpoint,thoughEndoandIzumihadbeenpreparedtodie,theycouldn’thelpbutbreathe

vigorouslyasbeadsofcoldsweatdrenchedtheirforeheadswhentheyrealizedthattheywerejust

inchesawayfromdeath.

Regardless,afterTakuyarantowardGerald,hecouldn’thelpbutbreatheasighofreliefwhenhesaw

thatthetwowerestillalive.Afterpantingforabit,Takuyaeventuallyclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,

“They…canstillbeofusetous,Mr.Crawford…Let’skeepthemalivefornow…”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthenclosedhiseyesforawhile…andsoonafter,hisimmensemurderous

intentquicklydissipated.Nowthathewascalm,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Fairenough.However…

howdidyouevenfindoutaboutallthis…?”

“Withhowloudyouallwere,howcouldn’tIhavefoundout?Eitherway,thesecondIfoundoutwhat

washappening,Iimmediatelyrushedovertolook!”repliedTakuyaashepattedhischestwhileshaking

hishead,abittersmileonhisface…

“…Iapologizeforthat,”saidGeraldinasheepishtoneashescratchedthebackofhishead.

“Nomatter…Eitherway,sincetheyhadtheballstocausesucharuckusatmymanor,Iswearonmylife

thatI’mgettinginformationoutofthem!Wewon’tletyoudiethateasily!”growledTakuyaashe

pointedattheduowhowerestillontheground.

“I’vealreadytriedinterrogatingthem,butthey’retoughnutstocrack,”repliedGeraldasheshookhis

head.

“Oh,don’tyouworry.I’vemetmyfairshareofstubbornpeople,soIknowhowtomakethemtalk.Ican

guaranteeyouthatwithmytactics,they’llbegivingushonestanswersbeforedawn!”declaredTakuya

ashegesturedforhismenwhohadearlierfollowedhimovertocarryEndoandIzumiup.

“Nowthat’swhatIliketohear,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.



Noddinginresponse,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutfrownwhenhesawallthebloodontheground.Shaking

hishead,hethenturnedtolookathismenbeforeordering,“Bringthemtothemanor’sclinicandkeep

themalive!”

Withthat,EndoandIzumiwerepromptlybroughtawayHowever,sinceEndowasstillbleedingrather

badly,hisbloodendedupdrippingallthewaytotheclinic…

Nowthatthatwasdealtwith,TakuyaturnedtofaceGeraldbeforesaying,“…There’ssomethingI’dlike

totalktoyouabout…”

“Whatacoincidence.Ihavesomethingtodiscussaswell,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

RealizingthatFujikowasstillstandingfrozeninplace,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutadd,“MissFutaba?The

danger’sover…”

“…H-huh?O-oh!Yeah,itis…T-thankyou…”mutteredFujikoaftersnappingoutofit.AsGeraldandher

fatherwalkedoff,however,shecouldn’thelpbutgiveGeraldacuriousgaze…

Regardless,afterenteringthemainhallwithGeraldandFujiko,Takuyamadesuretoproperlylockthe

doorsupbeforebrewingapotoftea…Followingthat,TakuyahandedGeraldacigaretteandevenlitit

forhim.Afterall,heknewthatitwasthankstoGerald’seffortsandVigilancetodaythatheandFujiko

wereabletoliveanotherday…

Withthatinmind,TakuyaeventuallybowedtowardGeraldbeforesaying,“Itrulyappreciateyourhelp

today,Mr.Crawford…Withsomanyconsecutiveincidentshappening,Ireallydon’tknowhowtothank

youforeverytimeyou’vehelped!”

“There’snoneedtobesocordial,patriarch…Honestly,Ihaveafeelingthatthesetwocameforme

today,”repliedGeraldasheimmediatelyhelpedTakuyaup.



“…Comeagain?Didyouoffendsomebigshothere?”askedTakuya,understandablystunned.

“Ican’tsayforsureeither…MyguessisthatthosemenareeitherfromtheKanagawafamily,orthey’re

Hanyus.WhilemymoneyisontheHanyus,Ican’texactlyruleoutthattheremaybeotherpeoplewho

wantmedead…”repliedGeraldashepuffedonhiscigarette…
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AfterhearingGerald’sreply,Takuyawasmomentarilyatalossforwords.Afterall,hehadn’tconsidered

thefactthatGeraldwastherealtargethere.Asheponderedaboutit,Takuyacouldn’thelpbutmutter,

“Theycameforyou,yousaid…”

“It’sonlyaguess,tobequitehonest,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.Afterall,sinceherarelyever

cametoJapan,hehadalmostnodisputeswiththeforcesandfamilieshere.Hewasonlyassumingthat

theduowereafterhimsincehewastheirfirsttargetuponmakingthemselvesknown.

“…Well,eveniftheywereafteryourhead,there’snoneedtoworryanylongersincethosetwo

scoundrelsarealreadylockedup.Restassured,I’lldefinitelyobtainmoreinformationfromthemby

dawn!Also,incaseyou’reworriedaboutaffectingmyfamilysinceyou’rebeingtargeted,don’tbe.The

Futabasoweyouandwe’llalwaysbebyyourside!Whileit’struethatmyfamilyisn’tasgreatasitused

tobe,knowthatnobodycanfreelytakeadvantageofpeopleIsweartoprotect!”declaredTakuyaashe

clenchedhisfists.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmileashecuppedhishandstogethertopayTakuyarespect

beforesaying,“Ireallyappreciatethat,patriarch…Asfortheinterrogationtonight,I’llbethankingyou

inadvance!”

ItwasaroundthenthatGeraldrealizedthatafterhelpingtheFutabassomuch,hehadcompletely

earnedthatfamily’strust.Withthatinmind,hefeltthatoncethespecialforcescompetitionbeganor

possiblywhenitended,dependingonhowthingswentitwashightimeheaskedaboutYearningIsland.

Hopefully,Takuyawouldnolongerseeanyreasontohideanythingfromhim…



Whateverthecasewas,afterfinishinghiscupoftea,Takuyagottohisfeetbeforesaying,“Alright,

then…YouandFujikoshouldgogetsomerestfirst.I’llbeheadingovertopayourtwo‘guests’avisit…”

Withthat,Takuyalefttheroom,leavingGeraldwhopromptlyputhiscigaretteoutandFujikoinside…

ThoughGeraldstayedthereforthefollowinghalfhourtoenjoyhistea,Fujiko,ontheotherhand,

remainedintheroomtostareadmiringlyatGerald,herhandscuppinghercheekstheentiretime…

DuetoherevergrowingfeelingsforGerald,Fujikocouldn’thelpbutsay,“…Icouldsensehowstrong

thosetwowere…Tothinkyou’dbeabletotakethemoutsoeasily…”

“StrengthisallIhave.Idon’treallyhaveanyothercapabilities.Besides,I’mnotthatstrong,”replied

Geraldwithasmile.

Honestly,hehadn’texpectedtoexposethatmuchofhisstrengthearliersinceFujikowasthere.

However,hadhenotdoneso,hewouldn’thavebeenabletotakethosetwomenoutinsuchashort

amountoftime.That,toGerald,would’vebeenmoreworryingsincetroublecould’veeasilybrewedin

themanorhadhenottakenthemoutquickly.Afterall,who’stosaythatthereweren’tanyother

KanagawasorHanyuassassinswaitingforachancetostrikethemanorwhileGeraldwaspreoccupied

withEndoandIzumi?Ifthathadbeenthecase,thenthingswould’vebecomeexceedinglydifficultfor

Geraldtoresolve.Allthisexplainedwhyheusedsomuchofhisstrengthinthefirstplace…

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Fujikocouldn’thelpbutraiseaslightbrowassheasked,“…Reallynow?”

“DoIhaveareasontolie?Besides,ifyou’rethinkinglcouldsecretlyberich,agoodlookatmyattireis

enoughtodebunkthat!”repliedGeraldashegottohisfeetandslowlytwirledaround,justtoprovehis

point.

Fujiko,forone,knewherfamousbrandssinceshewasarichyoungladyfromaprestigiousfamily,so

shehadtoagreewiththat.



“…Whileit’struethatyoucertainlydon’tlooklikeone,youcandefinitelyliveamuchbetterlifewith

howstrongyouare…Honestly,ifyouapplytobecomeapersonalbodyguard,youcouldearnovera

milliondollarsperyear…”mutteredFujikoasshebrushedsomedustoffhisclothes.

“Lifeasapersonalbodyguardiswaytoorestrictiveforme.It’salsoatadtoodangerousformytaste.

Honestly,thewayI’mlivingnowisgoodenough,”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“…I-Iknow,right…?”mutteredFujikoassheblushedslightly,thinkingthatGeraldwashintingthathe

enjoyedspendinghistimewithher.

Realizingthat,Geraldwhodidn’twanttospeakanyfurtherforfearthatitwouldcreatemore

misunderstandingsthenclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“…Anyway,it’sgettingquitelate,soyou

shouldgogetsomerest.Hopefully,yourfatherwillhaveobtainedsomevaluableinformationfrom

thosetwomenbymorning…”
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Stillblushingslightly,Fujikothennoddedasshereplied,“…R-right,right…Youheadtobedearlytoo

then…”

Thoughthenighthadbeenadangerousone,shecouldn’thelpbutfeelpleasedafterhearingwhat

Geraldhadsaid.Regardless,shewasthenpromptlyaccompaniedbacktoherroom’sentrancebefore

shefinallypartedwayswithGerald…

Geraldhimselfremovedhiscoatandpouredhimselfaglassofcoldwaterthesecondhereturnedtohis

room.Oncehewasseatedonachair,hebeganthinkingaboutthetwoassassins.

SincehistriptoJapanhadbeenhighlyconfidential,hedoubtedthattheyhadbeensentbyhisold

enemies.However,thosetwowereabletoaddresshimbyname.Withthatinmind,whoeveritwas

whohadsentthem,theyhaddefinitelydonetheirhomeworkbeforesettingtheassassinationplaninto

motion…



‘Butwhocoulditbe…?’Geraldthoughttohimselfashepuffedonhiscigarette.

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,GeraldmanagedtocomeupwithafewindividualswholivedinJapan

whopossiblyhadoldgrudgesagainsthim.Evenso,nomatterhowmuchhestretchedit,allofthem

didn’treallyseemtohavetheballstoconfronthim.Besides,it’snotliketheywouldevenknowthathe

hadcometoJapan.

Withthatinmind,theassassinsmust’vebeensentbyindividualswhomhehadoffendedinhismost

recenttriphere…Fromwhathecouldgather,thatincludedthespecialforcessoldiersfromYanam,the

Kanagawas,andtheHanyus…

ThoughheincludedthesoldiersfromYanamintotheequation,theywerethemostimprobableofthe

bunch.Afterall,noneofthemhadmanagedtofindanyevidencethathewastheoneresponsiblefor

Adler’sdisappearance.Besides,hewasprettysurethattheYanammilitaryhadalreadybeenscaredout

oftheirwitsbyhim.

Gerald,forone,believedthatCarterwhohadactedsocowardlybeforehimbackthenwouldn’tdareto

sendassassinsafterhim,unless,ofcourse,thatmandidn’twishtobetheactingleaderofthemilitary

anymore…

Regardless,thatboileddownthelisttotheKanagawasandtheHanyus.ThoughGerald’smoneywason

theKanagawas…

Shakinghishead,Geralddecidednottothinkaboutitforthemoment.Afterall,hebelievedinTakuya’s

interrogationskills,soallheneededtodonowwastowaittillmorningtofinallyfindoutwhohadsent

thosetwoassassins.Withhismindmadeup,hethentookacoldbathbeforehittingthehay…

Whenhegotupatdawn,Geraldquicklypreparedhimselfforthedaybeforeheadingouttoseehow

Takuya’sinterrogationhadgone.Uponopeningthedoor,however,Geraldwasstartledtoseetwo

Futabaguardsstandingguardrightoutsidehisroom.



“…Whatexactlyisthemeaningofthis…?”askedGeraldashescratchedhischeek.

“Ah,goodmorning,Mr.Crawford…Well,sincethosetwomenattemptedtoassassinateyouyesterday,

thepatriarchorderedustoguardoveryourroom.Withthatinmind,youdon’thavetoworryaboutany

sneakattacks!”repliedoneofthemen.

Fromhowtiredtheybothlooked,itwasobviousthattheyhadbeenstandingthereforthelongesttime.

Withthatinmind,Geraldsimplywavedhishandbeforesaying,“There’snoneedtoguardoverme.Now

hurryoffandgetsomerest.”

Thoughhedidn’tsayit,Geraldhadafeelingthatifhereliedonthesetwotoprotecthim,hecould’ve

easilybeenkilledovertentimesbeforetheynoticedathing!

Eitherway,uponhearingthat,theothermanyawnedashereplied,“Unfortunately,wecan’tjust

disobeythepatriarch’sorders!”

Understandingthattheycould’vegottenagoodnight’sresthaditnotbeenforTakuya’sorders,Gerald

simplyshookhisheadwhilesaying,“Look,justgo.Ifthepatriarchgetsangryaboutyouleaving,justtell

himthatIwastheonewhotoldyoutoleave.”

SinceGeraldbelievedthatthesetwowouldn’tbeabletoprotecthimanyway,thefactthattheywere

wastingalltheirenergyheremadehimfeelslightlybadforthem.

Regardless,uponhearingthat,theduoimmediatelybowedwhiledeclaring,“T-thankyou,Mr.

Crawford!”

Followingthat,theyswiftlyleftfortheirbedrooms…
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Watchingastheduowalkedoff,Geraldthenstretchedbeforetakinginadeepbreathoffreshair…

Ashortwhilelater,GeraldbeganmakinghiswaytoTakuya’sroom.Onhiswaythere,however,he

bumpedintooneofTakuya’smosttrustedsubordinates.Seeingthat,hefiguredthathemayaswellask

ifTakuyawasinhisroombeforeactuallygettingthere.UponbeingtoldthatTakuyawasstill

interrogatingtheduofromthenightbefore,Geraldaskedfortheinterrogationroom’slocationbefore

promptlywalkingoff…

Makinghiswaytothebackofthemanor,Geraldeventuallycameacrossastoneentrancethatledtoan

areathatwasclearlyconstructeddifferentlyfromtherestofthemainbuilding.

WhilethefrontpartofthemanorincludingthevillasthereaswellastheFutaba’smagnificentgarden

lookedabsolutelylavish,anythingpastthestoneentrancehonestlylookeddesolate.Withsomeofthe

weedsheregrowingastallashumansandafeweasilymissedsinglestoryhousesfurtherback,itfelt

likenobodyhadlivedinoreventakencareoftheareaforoveradecade…

Regardless,whilewalkingalongabeatenpath,GeraldsooncameacrossthreeoftheFutabafamily’s

subordinateswhoimmediatelygreeted,“Mr.Crawford!”

Peekingpastthem,Geraldwaspromptedtoask,“Isthepatriarchinoneofthosehouses?”

“Indeed!He’sbeeninterrogatingthetwoassassinsthroughoutthenight…Regardless,haveyoueaten,

Mr.Crawford?Wewerejustabouttogetsomebreakfastforthepatriarch!”saidoneoftheguards.

“Isee.Getsomeforme,then,”repliedGeraldwithanodbeforewalkingpastthem…

Afterwalkingamongthetallgrassforawhile,Geraldsoonheardmuffledscreamscomingfromoneof

thehouses.Easilyfiguringoutwherethenoiseswerecomingfrom,Geraldthenenteredthehouse

beforesaying,“Patriarch?”



“Hmm?Whatareyoudoinghere,Mr.Crawford?”askedTakuyawhohadbeensittingbeforeatable

withacigaretteinhandasheimmediatelygottohisfeet.

“Ijustwantedtoseehowtheinterrogationwasprogressing,”repliedGeraldwhohadnoticedacupof

teaonTakuya’stableashetookaseatbeforelookingaround…

ThoughTakuyahadsaidthathewasdoinganinterrogation,theentireplacehonestlylookedmorelike

anexecutionroom…Thefactthattherewereinstrumentsoftortureeverywhereandthetwobloodied

assassinshadbeentiedtoacrossonlyservedtofurthercontributetothatstatement…

Frowningslightly,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutask,“…Aren’tyouafraidthatyou’llendupkillingthem…?”

“Oh,I’vetakenprecautionarymeasures.Aftercuringthematmycliniclastnight,myfamily’sdoctorhas

beencheckingtheirvitalsignseveryhalfanhour.I’vebeenintensifyingandreducingthetorture

accordingtowhatthedoctorreportedtomethroughoutthenight.

Don’tworry,I’mnotlettingthemdieuntiltheytellusthecrucialdetails,”repliedTakuyawithafaint

smilewhilegesturingatamiddleagedmanwhowaswearingawhitecoat.

Figuringthatthatwasthedoctor,Geraldchosetonotsayanythingelse.Abriefsilencelater,Takuyaslid

apieceofpaperbeforeGerald…

Raisingaslightbrow,Geraldbeganreadingthroughitandquicklyrealizedthatitcontainedalogofall

thattheassassinshadsaidthatnight.However,asitturnedout,theyhadonlyrevealedhowtheyhad

managedtosneakintothemanoraswellashowlongtheyhadwaitedbeforestriking.Inotherwords,

noneoftheextractedinformationwasuseful.

Withthatinmind,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrownasheasked,“…Isthisall?”
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“Unfortunately,thesetwoaremorestubbornthanIhadinitiallyanticipated.Sincethey’vebeen

unwillingtoprovideanyusefulinformationuptillthispoint,I’llbeusingmorediretacticsfromnowon.

Eveniftheydoendupdying,I’llmakesuretheydieextremelyslowly!”growledTakuyaashegrittedhis

teeth.

Undernormalcircumstances,anyoneheinterrogatedwouldbreakdowninjustafewhours.Thesetwo,

however,hadkepttheirlipssealedtight,eventhoughhehadinterrogatedthemthroughoutthenight

andhadexhaustedmostofhistorturedevices!Hesimplycouldn’tbelieveit!Still,Takuyawasn’t

discouraged.

Afterall,hehadn’tusedhiscruelesttacticsyet.Onceheusedthose,hewassurethattheywouldfinally

talk.

Turningtolookattheduo,Geraldsimplyscoffed,“Justtellusthedetailsalreadyoryou’llsurelydie

extremelypainfully!”

“Dreamon!You’llnevergetanythingfromussojustkillusalready!”snappedEndoashegrittedhis

teeth.Whileitwastruethathiswoundshadbeenallstitchedup,ithadbeendonecrudelywiththe

intentofonlyallowinghimtoremainbarelyalive.Afteranentirenightofgettingtortured,thestitches

hadlongbeentornopenagain,causingEndo’sskintoinflameandbeexposedtoinfection…

“There’snousepityingthem,Mr.Crawford.Eitherway,IbelievethatI’mclosetocrackingbothofthem.

Afterall,nobodyonthisplanetistrulyunafraidofdeath.Withthatinmind,Ijusthavetoresorttomore

brutalpsychologicaltacticstomakethemspeak!”scowledTakuyaasheslammedhisfistontothetable.

“Hah!We’llseeaboutthat!”scoffedEndoashespathisbloodatTakuya.

“…Givethemtheharshesttreatmentyoucanthinkof.Irefusetobelievethatwecan’tgetthemto

speakbytheendoftheday!”orderedTakuyaashewalkeduptoEndobeforeglaringathim.

“Worrynot,patriarch!We’lluseeverythingwe’vegottomakethemspeak!”repliedTakuya’smenas



theynodded.

“Wellsaid.Nowthen,let’sleavefornow,Mr.CrawfordI’malittletiredafterinterrogatingthemthe

entirenight.Speakingofwhich,I’veorderedmysubordinatestopreparebreakfastforus,solet’sgetto

thatfirst,”saidTakuyaasheturnedtolookatGeraldbeforestartingtoleavetheinterrogationroom…

Naturally,Geraldfollowedhim,andsoonenough,theyfoundthemselveswalkingintothefrontpartof

themanoragain.Astheywalkedon,Takuyalitacigaretteandbegansmokingonit.

Afterawhile,hewaspromptedtosay,“Youknow,Ineverexpectedthosetwotobesostubborn.To

thinkthatI’dfailtogetanyrelevantinformationfromthemaftertorturingthemforanentirenight!Still,

Ihaveaprettygoodhunchthatthey’rebothHanyus.Afterall,that’stheonlyfamilywhoevendaresto

goagainsttheFutabasintheentiretyofJapan!Besides,youalreadystatedthattheywereabittoo

strongtobeordinaryassassins.Still,Ican’thelpbutwonderwhytheywentafteryouinsteadofmy

daughter…?”

‘Indeed…HadtheHanyuscomeforFujiko,theycould’vejustattackedherstraightoffthebat.What

more,asidefromthefactthattheyclearlywentafterme,theyevencalledoutmyname,whichseals

thedealthatIwastheirtargettheentiretime,”repliedGeraldashecontinuedponderingthetopic.

“Soitwouldseem.Butwhyonearthwouldtheysuddenlywishtogoafteryou…?Coulditbethat

they’velearnedthatyouweretheonewhohadsavedFujikothatday?Evenso,asmuchasIhatetosay

it,knowingthatshouldn’thavecausedthemtotargetyouinsteadofmydaughter…”mutteredTakuya

withafrown.

“…Coulditbethatthey’renotactuallyHanyus…?”askedGerald.

“Withhowstrongthosetwoare?They’remostprobablyHanyus.Afterall,therearen’tanyother

familiesorforcesinJapanwhowouldtrainsuchcompetentassassins.Andagain,nobodywoulddareto

messwiththeFutabasotherthanthem.Thenagain,itmayjustbeabiasedassumption.Perhapsallthis

goesdeeper…”repliedTakuyawithashrug,stillslightlybummedoutthathehadn’tmanagedtocrack

thecodeafteranentirenightofinterrogating…
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Shortlyafter,theyarrivedatthediningroom.Bythatpoint,Tanaka’smenhadalreadyreturnedwith

breakfast,soafterthetwosatatoppositeendsofthediningtable,bothofthembeganhavingtheir

meals.Naturally,theycontinueddiscussingthematterinbetweenbites…

WhilethingshadcalmeddownalittleattheFutabamanor,theHanyuswereincompletedisarray.

Ryugu,forone,hadbeenseatedonhiswoodenchairinhisroomtheentirenight,constantlystaringat

hiscellphonewithhisfistclenched.

ThefinalmessagehehadreceivedfromEndowasfromlastnight,statingthatheandIzumihad

successfullymanagedtosneakintothemanorandlocateGerald.ThoughRyuguhadexpectedthemto

updatehimontheirsituationrightbeforetheymadetheirmove,themessagenevercame.

Nowthattenhourshadpassedsincetheirlastmessage,Ryuguwasunderstandablygettingmoreand

moreworried.Evenso,herefusedtobelievethatthetwocapableteamleadershadfailed.Afterall,he

ofallpeople,knewhowstrongtheywere,especiallywhentheypairedup.Iftheywereabletosecretly

assassinatetheleaderofaterroristorganization,finishingoff

Geraldshouldnaturallybeapieceofcakeforthem!Hell,justsendingoneofthemshould’vesufficed!

However,Ryuguwantedeverythingtobeperfect,sohehadsentbothofthemtogether.

Still,nowthatsomuchtimehadpassedwithoutanynewsfromthem,Ryugucouldn’thelpbutfearthe

worst.Atthismoment,hewould’veverymuchpreferredreceivingamessagefromthem,statingthat

theyhadfailed,ratherthancontinuegoingthroughthisagonizingwait…

Atthatmoment,hisdoorsuddenlyburstopen,promptingRyugutoleapfromhisseatandyell,“Any

newsfromthem?!”

“…U-unfortunatelynot,teamleader…”repliedKanagawaTakeshi,oneoftheotherteamleaders.



Frowningslightly,Ryuguthengrippedhisphonetightlywhilemuttering,“…It’simpossible…Isn’tthere

anywaytofindoutwhat’shappenedtothem?”

“TrustmewhenIsaywe’vebeendoingourbest,teamleader…Regardless,accordingtoourmen

keepinganeyeonthemanor,nobody’senteredtheFutabaresidenceeversinceEndoandIzumiwentin.

Asfortheonlypersonwhohadleftthroughoutthepasttenhours,hehadapparentlyonlygoneoutto

getbreakfast,andreturnedshortlyafter…Ifyou’rewonderingwhywehaven’tdoneanyinternal

investigations,we’resimplyworriedthatwemayunnecessarilyincreaseourchancesofbeingfoundout

bytheFutabas…”repliedTakeshiinaresignedtone.

ThoughTakeshireallywantedtoenterandfindoutwhathadhappenedtoEndoandIzumiaswell,his

betterjudgmentmadehimrefrainfromdoingso.Afterall,iftheduohadgottenintotrouble,thenthere

wasahighchancethathe’dgetcaughtaswell.Shouldthathappen,theneverythingwouldsurelybegin

tocrumble.

…

UnderstandingwhereTakeshiwascomingfrom,Ryuguthenaskedinresignation,“…Well,thendidany

ofthemenhearanypeculiarsoundsafterEndoandIzumigotin…?”

“Notatall.Afterall,youtoldustokeepaneyeoutontheentrance.SinceIzumiandEndoenteredfrom

theside,weweren’tevenawarewhentheyhadmadetheirmove.Withthatinmind,itwasprettymuch

improbableforustohaveheardanything…”repliedTakeshiasheshookhishead.

“Godf*ckingd*mnit…!Howthehelldidtwoofourfamily’sbestassassinsjustvanishintothinairafter

attemptingtoassassinateGerald?!Eveniftheygotfoundoutorhadtodealwiththefightersofthe

Futabafamily,theyshould’vereportedbackbynow!”roaredRyuguwhowasnowsoinfuriatedthathis

entirebodywastrembling.Unabletoholdbackhisrage,hethentossedhisphonetothefloorwithso

muchforcethatthephonesmashedintoamillionpieces…!

Seeingthat,theshockedTakeshiimmediatelytookafewstepsbackbeforeloweringhishead,not

daringtosayaword…



Afterbreathingheavilyforashortwhile,theenragedRyugucouldn’thelpbutlaughcoldlybefore

sneering,“How…Howabsolutelyweird…Howthehellhadsuchmightyassassinsjustdisappearedupon

enteringtheFutabamanor…?!”
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OnceRyugucalmeddownabit,Takeshigulpedbeforereplying,“…Do…youthinktheFutabashave

otherpowerfulmen…?”

“…Negative.Eveniftherewerepowerfulpeoplewithintheirfamily,ourtwoassassinsshould’vestill

beenabletoreportback.Besides,we’vealreadydoneathoroughbackgroundcheckontheirfamily

beforeweattemptedtoassassinateFujiko.Withthatinmind,weknowthatthereareonlyafewtrained

fightersintheirfamily,thoughnoneofthemshouldbeabletohandleEndoandIzumi,”saidRyuguashe

shookhishead.

Thoughhesaidthat,heknewthattherewasahighpossibilitythatthetwowerealreadydead.However,

thatposedaquestion.WherethehellhadtheFutabassuddenlyfoundsuchpowerfulmen?Nomatter

howmuchRyugurackedhisbrain,hesimplycouldn’tfigureitout.

“Indeed…Howtrulyodd…WithhowstrongEndoandIzumiare,thismissionshould’vebeenacinchfor

them.Iwonderifthereareanyunderlyingissuesinvolved…”mutteredTakeshi.

“Ican’tsayforsure,butwhateverthecaseis,wecan’tslackoffforevenasecond!Ican’tjustallowtwo

ofourfamily’stopassassinstodisappearoffthegridlikethis!Withthatsaid,we’reforcedtoheadto

theirmanortoinvestigate!EvenifEndoandIzumiaretrulydead,Ihavetoseetheircorpsestobelieve

it!”declaredRyuguaftertakinginadeepbreath.

ThenowtremblingRyuguhadhonestlybeenkeepingEndoandIzumi’slackofresponseasecretfrom

mostoftheotherHanyus.Afterall,EndoandIzumiweretwoofthebiggestpowerhouseswithinthe

family,andifthepatriarchfoundoutthatsomethinghadpossiblyhappenedtothem,therewould

surelybehelltopay.Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatitwouldbeextremelydifficulttotrainmoreoftheir

mentogettotheduo’slevel…



Whateverthecasewas,Takeshithenasked,“So…Shouldwestillkeepaneyeontheirentrance…?”

“…Inthemeantime,yes.I’llbesendingoveranothersmallteamtotakeoverthattaskinabit.Once

theyarrive,tryyourbesttolocateEndoandIzumi.Ifyoumanagetorescuethem,I’llallowyoutobethe

assistantteamleaderofthemainassassinationteam!”repliedRyuguafterabriefpause.

“G-gotit!”exclaimedTakeshiasheimmediatelysmiled.

“Good.Nowleave.Iwishtobeleftalone…!”grumbledRyuguashesatonhischairagainwhilelooking

blanklyattheceiling…

MovingbacktoGerald,afterhavinghisbreakfast,hewentlookingforFujiko.Onceheenteredherroom

andtheygreetedeachothergoodmorning,Fujikotookthechancetosay,“Youknow,themilitaryjust

notifiedmethatthespecialforcescompetitionisaweekaway.Withthatinmind,theywishformeto

headthere.”

“Iagreewiththemthere.Sevendaysisn’tallthatlong,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

“Indeed…Still,Ican’thelpbutworrythatifweleavethemansion,moreassassinswilltrycomingafter

yourhead…Ireallydon’twishtoburdenyouanymorethanIshould…Callitagutfeeling,butIbelieve

thattheKanagawasandtheHanyuswillcomeafteryouatthesametime…”mutteredFujikoasshe

grabbedontothehemofherclothes.

“Don’tworryaboutme.Regardless,I’llbesuretoprotectyou,”repliedGeraldinacasualtone.

UnderstandingthatGeraldwastryingtoavoidtalkingaboutherburdeninghim,Fujikothensaid,“I

knowyouwill,butI-”



“So,whenareweheadingover?”interruptedGerald.

“…Accordingtothemilitarynotice,we’llhavetobetherebythisafternoontoregisterourselves…Once

we’vedonethat,they’lltellusmoreabouttheeventaswellaswhenthecompetitionwillbeheld…Also,

wewon’tbeallowedtoleavetillthecompetitionends,sokeepthatinmind,”repliedFujikowitha

serioustone.

“Thenwhatarewewaitingfor?Let’sgetpackingandhittheroad!”saidGeraldwithouttheslightest

hesitation.

Simplynoddinginresponse,FujikoknewthatGeraldwasright.Sheneededtofocusonthecompetition.

Afterall,notonlywasshetheyoungestdaughteroftheFutabafamily,butshealsohadtoliveuptoher

titleofthe‘QueenofSoldiers’.Withthatinmind,shedefinitelyhadtoscorehighinthecompetition…!
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Afterhavingtheirlunch,GeraldandFujikoleftthemansiontogetherinanSUV.

Earlierbeforetheysetoff,Takuyahadadvisedbothofthem,especiallyGerald,topayattentiontotheir

surroundingsnomatterwheretheywent.Afterall,therewasahighpossibilitythatboththeKanagawas

andHanyuswereactuallyworkingtogether.Withthatinmind,Takuyaknewthathisdaughterwasnow

inmuchmoredangerthanshehadeverbeenin.Gerald,ofcourse,agreedwiththis,andhesworeto

protectFujikoasbestashecould.

Regardless,astheduospedofftothelocationthattheJapanesemilitaryhaddesignatedforthemtoget

registered,theHanyuswhowerekeepingwatchoverthemanor’sentrancewhomRyuguhadstationed

thereimmediatelyreportedwhattheysawtotheirteamleader…

“What?GeraldandFujikoleftatthesametime?!”yelledthewideeyedRyuguasheleapedoffhischair,

droppinghiscigaretteintheprocess.

“Apparentlyso.Mysubordinatesinformedmethattheyweredrivingsoutheast,”repliedTakeshi



instantaneously,notdaringtosoundslack.

“Well,thenwhatareyouwaitingfor?Getyourmentotailthem!I’mwarningyou,ifyoulosethem,

you’llhavehelltopay!”roaredRyuguasheslammedhisfistontothetable.

“D-don’tworryaboutthat,teamleader!Mysubordinateshavealreadybeendoingthat!We’dneverlet

ourtargetsescape!”declaredTakeshiashepattedhischest.

Secondslater,however,Takeshithenadded,“…However…Arewesimplystalkingthem…?Shouldwe

takeactionorsomething…?”

“Didtheobviousreallyneedtobestated?Getyourmen’scoordinatesrightthisinstant!We’rejoining

themimmediately!ThatGeraldCrawford…Idon’tcarehow,butwe’redefinitelygettingourhandson

him,andoncewedo,we’lleventuallylearnaboutwhathappenedtoEndoandIzumi!There’sjustno

waywecouldlosetwoofourfamily’stopassassinsthateasily…!”growledRyuguashestompedoutof

hisroom,Takeshiswiftlyfollowingafterhim…

MovingbacktotheSUV,Geraldcouldbeseensteeringwithonehandandholdingacigaretteinhis

other.Withhiscigarettehandleanedagainsttheopencarwindow,bothofthemwereswiftly

approachingthecompetitionvenue…

Ontheirway,however,Fujikowhowasn’tcalledtheQueenofSoldiersfornothingcouldn’thelpbutsay,

“…Isitjustme,orarethetwocarsbehindtheSUVtailingus…?”

Fujiko,forone,hadnoticedthecarsfromthemomenttheyenteredthehighway.Itwasprettyhardto

missthemsincenomatterhowfastorslowtheSUVwent,thetwocarssimplymaintainedaconstant

distancefromthem…

Regardless,uponhearingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmileashepeekedattherear-viewmirrorwhile

replying,“What,didyoujustnoticethem?”



“Idoknowthey’vebeentailingusforabouttenminutesIjustwantedtocheckwithyou,”saidFujikoas

sheshookherhead.

“Well,thetruthis,thosetwocarshavebeenfollowinguseversinceweleftthemanor,”repliedGerald

ashetossedthecigaretteoutthewindow…beforesteppingonthegas!

Withthat,theSUVlurchedforward,promptingthetwocarsbehindthemtospeedupaswell!

“…What?Areyoutellingmethatthepeopleinthosecarshavebeenkeepingwatchoverourmanorthis

entiretime?!”exclaimedFujiko,stunned.Afterall,theideaofthembeingtailedfromthemomentthey

leftthemanorwassomethingshehadneverevenconsidered!

“I’massumingso.Afterall,beforeweheadedoffearlier,Icouldalreadysensethepresenceofatleast

tenpeoplelurkingintheshadows.However,theyweren’tverystrong,soIjustremainedsilentaboutit.

Ifithelpstoknow,they’reweakenoughthatyourfather’smencouldeasilytakecareofthem.”
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ThoughtheSUVwasalreadyspeedingatahundredandsixty,Geraldlookedascoolasacucumberashe

casuallydrummedhisfingersonthesteeringwheel…

Fujiko,ontheotherhand,couldn’thelpbutstarewideeyedatGeraldbeforeeventuallyasking,“…Who

thehellareyou…?”

“I’mjustanordinaryman.I’vetoldyouthatmanytimesbefore,haven’tI?”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Noordinarymanwouldbeabletosaythey‘sensedthepresenceofatleasttenweakmenlurkingin

theshadows’…Howdoyouevengaugeaperson’sstrengthwithoutseeingthemfirst?”mutteredFujiko.

“…Itwasjustagutfeeling,”repliedGerald,nowrealizingthathemayhavesaidabittoomuch.



Naturally,therewasnowayhecouldtellherthathehadsensedthosemenandhowstrongtheywere

throughtheuseofhisHerculeanPrimordialSpirit.WiththeHerculeanPrimordialSpiritinsidehim,there

wassimplynohidingfromGerald,regardlessofhowstealthyonewasorhowgoodtheywereatacting…

Whateverthecasewas,Fujikonaturallydidn’tbuyit,promptinghertosay,“…Thetruth,please.”

“…Again,itwasjustagutfeeling…Regardless,Ifeelweshouldfocusongettingridofthosepeople

first…Afterall,youwouldn’twanttoleadthemallthewaytothecompetitionvenue,right?”replied

Gerald,clearlytryingtochangethetopic.

“…Ofcourse,Iwouldn’t.Thosepeoplewillsurelycausechaosifweleadthemthere!Shouldthat

happen,notonlywillIgetpunished,buttheJapanesemilitarywillbehumiliatedaswell!”declared

Fujikoinadeterminedtoneassheshookherhead.She,forone,didn’twanttobringherfamily’s

troublestothemilitary…

“Wellsaid.Nextquestion,doyouwanttolosethemorjustkillthem?”askedGeraldasheplacedhis

handonthegearshift.

“Endthem!”exclaimedFujikowithouttheslightesthesitation.Afterall,iftheyfailedtolosethem,then

they’dsurelymakeittothecompetitionvenue,causingherreputationtoplummet.Killingthemright

offthebatwastheonlywaytopreventthat!

“Killthemitis,”repliedGeraldwithaslightnod.

“Ifithelps,there’sadeserted,extinctvolcanonearbythatusedtobeactive.Incaseyou’reworried,

extinctvolcanoesaren’texpectedtoevereruptagain.Regardless,whydon’twedothedeedthere?”

askedFujikoasshefishedoutamapofJapanfromthestorageareaintheSUVbeforeeventually

pointingataspottoGerald.

Afterglancingatthemapandlookingatthemountainthatwasquiteadistanceaway,Geraldcouldn’t



helpbutask,“Isthatit?”

FollowingGerald’slineofvision,Fujikothennoddedasshereplied,“Yep,that’stheone.”

“Seemsliketheperfectplacetomurdersomeone,”mutteredGeraldashesloweddownthecar…before

swervingitoffthehighwayandintoapaththatledtoavillage!Oncehewasonthepath,he

immediatelyspedupagain,causingtheSUVtodisappearamongstthesinglestoryhousesthatwereall

overtheplace…

Meanwhile,theassassinsthathadbeentailingtheduoinstantlynoticedGerald’ssuddenroutechange,

promptingthemtoimmediatelychangecourseaswell.Naturally,theyalsoreportedthistoTakeshiwho

wascurrentlyinRyugu’scar.However,sinceeachoftheHanyufamily’scarshadatrackingsystem

installed,Ryugualreadyknewwheretheassassinsthatwere

TailingGeraldwere,evenbeforetheyreportedback.

WhatRyugufoundshocking,however,wasthefactthatGeraldwasactuallygoingoffcourse.

Immediatelyclickingonthecar’scentralcontrolpaneltwicepromptingamapoftheareatoappear,

Ryuguthengrumbled,“Thisisn’tright.Wherethehellaretheygoing?”
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WatchingasthetwoassassingroupscontinuedpursuingGeraldandFujikoon-screen,Ryugucouldn’t

helpbutwonderwhytheduohadsuddenlychosentodeviateoffthehighway.

DuetoalltheresearchtheHanyushaddonewhileplanningtheirinitialassassinationofFujiko,Ryugu

knewforafactthatFujikowassupposedtobeheadingtothelocationwherethespecialforces

competitionwasgoingtobeheld.Afterall,whereelsecouldtheybegoing?Withthatinmind,why

weretheysuddenlygoingoffpath…?

Sittingattheback,Takeshirealizedthathewasn’ttheonlyonewhofoundthisoddsinceshortlyafter,

oneofthesubordinateswhowasonloudspeakerasked,“Couldwehavemadeawrongguessasto



wheretheywereheadedto…?”

Afterabriefpause,Ryugusimplylaughedcoldlybeforereplying,“Idon’tevencareanymore!Justfollow

themtilltheendofhell!”

Whocarediftheywereheadingtothespecialforcescompetition,someouting,orevensomeplaceto

payrespecttotheirancestors?Thelocationwasn’twhatmattered.No,whatmatteredwasthatRyugu

killedGeraldwhilehecould!

Ryuguknewthatitwasgoingtobemuchmoredifficulttopullofftheassassinationoncetheduo

returnedtotheFutabamanor,sothiswastheprimeopportunitytogetthejobdone…!Thiscouldvery

wellbehisonlychanceofrescuingEndoandIzumiaswell…!

Whateverthecasewas,uponhearingRyugu’sorder,Takeshiclearedhisthroatbeforeyelling,“Didn’t

youhearwhattheteamleadersaid?Keepyoureyespeeledanddon’tyoudarelosesightofthatSUV!If

youfailtodosomethingsimplelikethat,don’treturntothefamily!”

“U-understood!”repliedthesubordinateswhowerestillhotonGerald’sheels…

MovingbacktoGerald,oncehewasaboutsixmilesfromthedeadvolcano,hemadesuretoslowdown

alittle.Afterall,hecouldn’tkillthemiftheylosthim.

AsGeralddroveon,hecouldn’thelpbutask,“So…WhatkindofdisputesdidtheFutabashavewiththe

Hanyusinrecentyears?”

“I’m…nottoosureaboutthat,actually…Afterall,I’vemostlyspentmytimeinthemilitaryinthepast

fewyears…Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatduringtherareoccasionsIreturnedhome,dadrefusedtotellme

asinglethingregardingourfamily’saffairs.However,Idorememberhimsayingthatourfamilyhad

barelycontactedtheHanyuseversincehebecamethepatriarch…I,forone,seenoreasonwhyhe

wouldlie,”repliedFujikoassheshookherhead,realizingjusthowoutoftouchshewaswithher

family’saffairs.Itseemedthatshehadbeentoofocusedonsurvivingandfightingforhonorinthe



militarythisentiretime…

“Isee…Doyouthinkherefrainedfromsayinganythingduetosomeconcernsofhis?”askedGeraldwho

hadwitnessedotherfamiliesdoingthesamethingsinthepast.Intheotherfamily’ssituation,theparty

involveddidn’tdetailtheentiresituationtohim,whichresultedinthemfacingevenmoretroublethan

necessary…

Regardless,Fujikothenshookherheadwhilesaying,“Idon’tthinkso…”

Fujiko,forone,knewherfather’spersonalitywell.Takuyasimplywasn’tthekindofpersonwhoheld

grudgesagainstotherfamilies.Evenifadisputecameup,hewouldsimplytolerateitforthesakeof

protectingeveryone’sinterest…

“Iwonderaboutthat…”mutteredGeraldtohimself.

WhileGeraldwaswellawareofthefamilyfeudbetweentheFutabasandtheHanyus,hedidn’tbelieve

thattheHanyuswouldjustsendassassinsovertokillFujikowithoutgoodreason.Theproblemwas,he

couldn’ttellwhattheirmotivewas.Still,hewassuretheHanyushadtheirreasons.Afterall,whyelse

wouldtheybesopersistentincausingtroubleforbothhimandFujiko?

“…Thoughyousaythat,Idon’treallyseemydadhavinganyreasontobeinconflictwiththeHanyus…”

repliedFujikowhohadheardGerald’smutter.

“Whilethatmaybetrue,youhaven’tputtherestoftheFutabasintoconsideration.Whoknows

whetheranyofthemhaveanyconflictsorexchangesofinterestswiththeHanyus?”saidGeraldwitha

wrysmile.

Uponhearingthat,Fujikoinstantlyfrownedassheasked,“…CouldyouperhapsbereferringtoGrandpa

MasuraandSuke…?”



ThoughFujikohadn’tbeenhomeforthelongest,shewasstillawareenoughaboutthingslikethese.The

factthatMasurahadtoldherfathertostepdownfromhispostrightinfrontofherthatnightcertainly

madehimaprimesuspect..
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“Justtomakeitclear,Ididn’tsayanynames,”repliedGeraldasheshookhishead.He,forone,knew

betterthantojustcasuallypointfingersatanyoftheFutabas.However,fromhispreviousexperiences,

therewasaprettyhighprobabilitythatFujiko’sguesswasright.

“…Whateverthecaseis,Ireallydon’tevendaretoimaginesuchincidentstakingplacewithinmy

family…”mutteredFujikoasherexpressiondarkened.

Evenfromwhenshewasachild,Fujikohadbeenwelltakencareofbyallthemembersofherfamily.

Withthatinmind,itmadeitallthemoredifficultforhertoimagineanyofherkindfamilymembers

standingagainstherfatheranddoingharmfulthingstotheirfamily…

Geraldhimselfremainedsilentafterhearingthat,andsimplyconcentratedondriving,makingsureto

keepacloseeyeonthetwocarsthroughhisrearviewmirrorbehindthematthesametime…

Inlessthantwentyminutes,theduofoundthemselvesgettingincreasinglyclosetotheirdestination.By

thispoint,therewerehardlyanyvillagesdownthepath.Hell,thereweren’tevenanywilddogsaround,

andtoacountrywithsuchlittlelandlikeJapan,thiswasnothingshortofunnatural…

Regardless,uponrealizingthatGeraldkeptlookingaround,Fujikowaspromptedtoask,“Doyouknow

whythisareaissosparselypopulated…?”

Shrugginginresponse,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Beatsme.”

“Well…ThisistheterritoryoftheYamashitafamily.Withthatinmind,apartfromtheirfamilymembers,

nobodyelsedarestolivehere…”explainedFujiko.



“…Hmm?WhatkindofpeoplearetheYamashitas?”askedGerald,hisinterestslightlypiqued.Though

hedidn’tknowmuchaboutJapan,hewasinformedwhenitcametothemoreinfluentialandpowerful

families.Withthatsaid,hefounditoddthathehadn’theardoftheYamashitasbefore.Afterall,inorder

toobtainsuchalargepieceofland,theYamashitahadtoundoubtedlybepowerful…

SeeinghowcuriousGeraldlooked,Fujikoquicklyexplained,“Well,they’requiteanobscurefamilyin

Japan…Theirabilitiessimplyaren’tgoodenoughtoobtainarankinginJapan.”

“Thenhowdidtheybuysuchamassivepieceofland?”

“Well…thoughthecommonersseethemasaregularfamily,totheinsiders,weknowthattheyhavea

rather‘unique’profession…They’resecretlyafamilyofninjas,”repliedFujikoinaloweredvoice.

Similartocultivators,ninjasweren’tindividualswhompeoplefromthesecularworldcouldlearnabout

allwilly-nilly.Afterall,exposingthatsuchaprofessionactuallyexistedcouldeasilystirupaneverending

storm!

“…Ninjas,yousay?”saidGeraldwithaslightfrown.

“Indeed.I’msureyou’veheardofthembefore…”repliedFujikowithanod.

“Thewaythemediadepictsthem?Yes,thoughIhadhonestlynoideatheyreallyexisted…Afterall,I’ve

neverencounteredonebefore!”saidGeraldasheshookhishead.

“Well,they’reveryreal,andit’sanunspokenruleforthosewhoknowthatninjasarerealthattheir

existenceshouldbekeptasecret.Ibelieveit’ssimilartohowWestonerskeeptheexistenceof

cultivatorsasecret,”repliedFujikowhilenodding.

“…Oh?Youknowaboutcultivators?”askedGeraldasheturnedtolookather.



“OfcourseIdo!I’mtheyoungmistressoftheFutabafamily,afterall.Besides,ourfamilyis—"
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ThoughFujiko’sinitialtonehadbeengleeful,halfwaythroughhersentence,sheseemedtorealizethat

shehadsaidsomethingsheshouldn’thave,promptinghertoshutup.

WhileGeraldfoundthatsuspicious,hemaintainedacalmfaçadeasheasked,“Whataboutyour

family?”

“I…Well,ofcoursemyfamilywouldknowsuchthings.TheFutabasarequitepowerful,afterall,”replied

Fujikobeforecoveringhermouthslightly.

“Makessense,”saidGeraldashewentalongwithher.Still,afterallthistimetheyhadspenttogether,

GeraldhadafeelingthatFujikohadaccidentallyjustconfirmedthatherfamilywaspartoftheSeadom

tribe.

FeelingthankfulthatGeraldwasn’tpressuringhertocontinue,afterbreathingasighofrelief,Fujiko

thenadded,“…Regardless,thoughIknowthereareninjasinthatfamily,I’veneverpersonallymetany.

Afterall,theotherpowerfulfamilies,oursincluded,don’treallyhaveareasontocontactthem.With

thatinmind,they’vejustbeenlivinghere,leftmostlysecludedfromregularcitizens.”

Afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,GeraldfurtherslowedtheSUVdowntoensurethattheothertwo

carswouldbeabletocatchupbeforelookingoutthewindowswhileasking,“…Speakingofwhich,now

thatwe’veenteredtheirterritory,doyouthinkthey’llcomelookingfortroublewithus?”

“There’salowchanceofthat…Afterall,asfarasIknow,theYamashitasdon’treallyhaveanyconflicts

withotherfamilies.Withthatinmind,aslongaswedon’tdisturboraccidentallythreatenthem,we

shouldbeabletopassthroughtheirterritoryjustfine,”repliedFujiko.



“That’sgoodtoknow.Regardless,EndoandIzumiareprobablywiththem.Sincewe’vecaughtthose

two,oncewetakecareofthosepeoplewho’vebeentailingus,wemayfinallyfindoutwhetherit’sthe

KanagawasorHanyuswhoarebehindtheassassinationattempts,”sneeredGeraldwithawrysmile.

“Regardlessofwhichfamilytheybelongto,wecan’tletthemoffeasilyafterallthatthey’vedone!”

growledFujikowhonowcaredaboutherfamily’ssafetymorethananythingelse.

Noddinginresponse,Geraldfinallyhitthebrakesoncetheygottoaflat,barrenarea…

Followingthat,hewaspromptedtoask,“DoyoustillrememberwhatItoldyou?”

Confused,Fujikoreplied,“…Um…Perhapsbeabitmorespecific…?”

Lightingacigarette,Geraldthenglancedattherearviewmirrorandwatchedasthecarsbehindthem

gotcloserandcloser…Pushingthecardooropen,hethenstretchedbeforesaying,“Ipromisedto

protectyouandyourfamily…AndIalwayskeepmypromises.”

Uponhearingthat,Fujikopausedforamomentbeforeasking,“…Whyareyoudoingallthisforus…?”

Shereallycouldn’timaginewhyGeraldwashelpingherandherfamilysomuch.Eveniftherewas

somethingfromherfamilythathewantedwhichshehadnoideawhatitcouldpossiblybe,withhow

stronghewas,hecould’veeasilygottenwhathedesiredthroughbruteforce.

Bythispoint,Fujikowasprettysurethathewasn’tdoingallthisforhereither.Afterall,backwhenthey

werestillpretendingtobeacouple,Geraldhadactivelymadeitclearthatitwasjustpretend.Hewasn’t

interestedinheratall!

Asshethoughtaboutit,shecouldn’thelpbutsmile.Afterall,toothers,sheandGeraldwerestilla

couple.Thoughtheywerefakingtheirrelationshipnow,whowastosaythatitwouldn’tendupturning

intoarealone?ThethoughtofitalonegreatlyimprovedFujiko’smood.



Eitherway,afterGeraldsteppedoutoftheSUV,theothertwocarscametoahaltnottoofaroff.Even

so,nobodysteppedout.Instead,themenoptedtoupdateRyuguabouttheircurrentsituation…

“…What?They’veenteredtheYamashitafamily’sterritory?!”yelledRyuguasheslammedthesteering

wheelbeforehittingthebrakes,causingthecartocometoascreechinghaltbytheroadside…
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“Getthephysicalmapout!”orderedRyuguthesecondhehungup.

ImmediatelydoingasRyuguordered,Takeshithenretrievedthemapandunrolleditbeforehim…

Alternatinghisgazebetweenthecarnavigationscreenandthephysicalmap,Ryugutracedtheroute

thatGeraldhadtaken…beforehisfingerfinallystoppedatopthebarrenmountain.Accordingtothe

GPS,thetwocarstrulyhadenteredtheYamashitafamily’sterritory!

“D*mnit!WhatthehellisGeralddoingintheYamashitafamily’sterritory?!Whatkindofrelationship

doeshehavewiththem?!”grumbledRyuguasheslammedhisfistintohisseat.

“…Leader…Doyouthink…thatthemanwhothwartedSaburo’sassassinationplancouldbeaninja

fromtheYamashitafamily…?”speculatedTakeshi.

“…Apossibilitycertainlyexists…However,I’veneverreallymetanyoftheninjasfromthatfamily…Hell,

I’veneverevenheardofanyconnectionsbetweentheFutabasandtheYamashitas!”repliedRyuguas

hescratchedthebackofhishead,wonderinghowthingshadsuddenlygottensocomplicated…

PrettymucheverypowerfulfamilyinJapanknewabouttheYamashita’sninjas.However,sincenobody

hadeverseenanyoftheirninjas,therewererumorsthattheninjaswereonlythestuffoflegendsand

weren’tactuallyreal…



Regardless,afterabriefpause,Takeshithenadded,“Soshouldwecontinuewithourmission…?Or

shouldIorderourmentoretreat…?”

“…We’vealreadycorneredthemwell.Weshouldn’tletanopportunitylikethisgotowaste!Besides,it’s

notlikewe’retargetingtheYamashitas.Ifwebumpintothem,we’lljustmakesuretoexplainthings

properly.WiththeHanyufamily’sstatusinmind,theYamashitasshouldbewillingtogiveusface…”

retortedRyuguasheglaredatTakeshi.

Withthatsaid,RyuguthencontinueddrivingtowhereGeraldwas.Whilehewould’vesurelypostponed

themissionforfearofoffendingtheYamashitasinthepast,thecurrentRyuguwasinadesperate

situation.Afterall,twooftheHanyufamily’stopassassinshadgonemissingwhileattemptingto

assassinateGerald!Withthatinmind,hehadtointerrogateGeraldassoonaspossibletolearnabout

EndoandIzumi’ssituation.Otherwise,he’dbeunabletoexplainhimselftothepatriarch…

Ryugu,forone,knewthatifhefailedtogetanyinformationoutofGerald,losinghispositionasleader

wasasmallpricetopay…Afterall,therewasamuchhigherchancethathewouldhavetopaywithhis

lifeinstead…!

MovingbacktoFujiko,shecouldbeseenobedientlywaitinginthecarasGeraldwhowasstandingright

nexttotheSUVstaredatthetwocarsthatstillhadn’tbudged.

Afterpuffingmostofthecigaretteaway,Geraldtossedthebuttawaybeforesayinginacoldvoice,“You

know,withhowlongyou’vebeentailingus,don’tyoufindittobeabitimpolitetonotevengetoutof

yourcarstotalk?”

ThesecondGeraldsaidthat,eightmeneachwieldingeitheradaggerorasteelpipegotoutofthecars.

However,theydidn’trushforward.Instead,theysimplyglaredatGeraldfromafar…

Thoughtheyhadn’tfoughthimbefore,theyhadallheardrumorsthatGeraldhaddefeatedEndoand

Izumi.Withthatinmind,theyallknewtherewasahighpossibilitythattheywoulddieiftheysimply

chargedforward!



AddingthattothefactthatRyuguhadonlyorderedthemtotailGeraldratherthanassassinatehim,

noneoftheeightmenplannedtomakeamove.

Seeingthattheyweren’tbudgingfromtheirspots,Geraldthenadded,“Sincewe’reallalreadyhere,

whydon’tyoutellmewhichfamilyyoucomefromalready!”
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DespitehearingGerald’squestion,noneofthemreplied.

Realizingthattheyweren’tkeenonsayinganythingorevenmovingfromtheirspots,Geraldwhowas

alreadylosinghispatiencegotreadytomakeamoveashesaid,“Sinceyou’resounwillingtotalk,I’ll

makesureyounevertalkagain!”

Thiswasn’tGerald’sfirsttimedealingwithindividualslikethis.Withthatinmind,heknewthatbrute

forcewastheonlywaytogetthemtotalk!Afterall,mostpeoplewereusuallywillingtotalkwhenthey

wereinchesawayfromdeath.Withthatsaid,Geraldthenboltedtowardthem!

BeforeanyofRyugu’smenknewit,Geraldhadalreadyboltedpastthemandkaratechoppedtheirnecks!

Inlessthanafewseconds,onlyoneofthemremainedaliveandstanding…!

Quiveringwhenhesawthatallhisallieshaddiedfrombrokennecks,thelastmanstandingthenheard

Geraldgrowl,“Again,whodoyouworkfor?”

“W-whothehellareyou…?!”stutteredthefrightenedHanyuwhostillcouldn’tbelievewhathehad

witnessedjustsecondsearlier.WhatlevelofstrengthdidGeraldevenhave…?!

“Didn’tyousendtwoofyourmenovertoassassinateme?Whatmore,allofyouhadbeenstationed

rightoutsidetheFutabamanortokeepaneyeonme,no?Shouldn’tyouknowwhoIambynow?”

repliedGeraldwithalaugh.



“P-please…!Idon’tknowanything…!”pleadedthefearfulmanWhosemindhadgonecompletelyblank

Now.

“Eitherway,I’maskingonefinaltime.Whichfamilydoyoubelongto?”askedGeraldashepuffedon

anothercigarettewhileshakinghishead.

Naturally,themanwashesitanttoreply.Afterall,whilehewasterrifiedthatGeraldwouldkillhimifhe

remainedsilent,heknewthathewouldstillendupdeadonceRyugufoundoutthathehadtoldGerald

thathewasaHanyu.

Astheterrifiedmancontinuedponderinghisoptions,anothercarsuddenlycametoascreechinghalt

nottoofaroff.Uponnoticingthevehicle,Geraldimmediatelywalkedpastthequiveringman.Itwas

obviousthatthepeoplewhohadjustarrivedhadhigherstatuses.

Shortlyafter,RyugusteppedoutandpointedatGeraldbeforeyelling,“GeraldCrawford…!”

UponseeingRyugu,FujikoquicklygotoutoftheSUVandwhispered,“Gerald…!Getbackhere…!”

Hearingthat,GeraldsimplynoddedandwalkedovertostandbyFujiko’sside.

Leaningclosertohim,Fujikothenwhispered,“Thatmanwhojustgotout…he’stheleaderoftheHanyu

family’sassassinationdepartment…!He’salsooneoftheHanyu’stopassassins…!Regardless,sincehe’s

here,thetwomenwedetainedlastnightaremostprobablyHanyusaswell!”

ThoughFujikodidn’trecognizetheothersmallfries,shedefinitelyknewwhoRyuguwas.Afterall,he

wasquitefamousinJapan.



“Oh?TheHanyusyousay…?”repliedGeraldashenarrowedhiseyesatRyugu…
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Justbylookingattheman,GeraldcouldalreadytellthatRyuguwasslightlystrongerthantheduofrom

lastnight…

Whateverthecasewas,Fujikothenreplied,“Indeed.It’sjustasyouhadpredicted…Atthestart,I

wasn’ttoosureiftheHanyuswerereallytheonesresponsibleforallthis.NowthatIthinkaboutit,

however,withhowstrongEndoandIzumiwere,Ishould’veknownbetter.Eitherway,sincethetwo

wereclearlystrongerthanthemenyoujustkilled,I’massumingthatthey’reteamleadersforsomeof

themoreminorassassinationteams.”

“Isee…Ifthat’sthecase,thenIguessthere’snoneedforfurtherinterrogation.I’lljustfinishthese

peopleoffandbedonefortheday.Afterlosingtwoteamleadersandadepartmentleader,I’msurethe

Hanyuswilllaylowforawhile,”repliedGeraldashishandreachedouttogetanothercigarette…onlyto

realizethattheboxwasempty.

WatchingasGeraldtossedtheemptyboxofcigarettestotheground,FujikowhohardlyeversawGerald

withoutacigaretteinhismouthcouldn’thelpbutfrownasshesaid,“…Youknow,smokingthismuchis

goingtoaffectyourhealthoneday…”

Fujiko,forone,didn’treallymindthesmellofcigarettesmoke.Afterall,manyofthemeninthearmy

smokedjustasmuchasGeralddid.ShewassimplygenuinelyworriedaboutGerald’shealth.

“…I’llkeepthatinmind,”repliedGeraldwhowasmomentarilystartledtohearthat.Afterall,asidefrom

Mila,Fujikohadbeentheonlyotherpersonwhocaredabouthissmokingaddiction.

Thetruthwas,GeraldhadonlystartedsmokingagainafterMilawentmissing.Itwastheonlywayhe

couldkeephimselfsedatedenoughtonotthinkaboutherallthetime.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenslidhishandsintohispocketsbeforesteppingforwardandasking,“So…



Ryugu,wasit?You’renotthefirstassassinI’vecomeacrossfromyourfamily.Regardless,doyouhave

anythingyouwishtotalktomeabout?I’massumingsosinceyouhadyourmentailusallthewayhere.”

Uponhearingthat,Ryuguimmediatelystompedforward,consistentlypointingatGeraldasheyelled,

“WherethehellareEndoandIzumi,Gerald…!”

“Noideawhotheyare,”repliedGeraldashecasuallyshrugged.

“Don’tyoudareplaydumbwithme!Whathaveyoudonetothem?!I’mwarningyou,you’dbesthand

thembacktousorI’llendyourighthereandnow!”roaredRyugu.

JustashewaswonderinghowthosetwohadlosttoGerald,hesuddenlycametotherealizationthat

severalofhismenweresprawledontheground…

Afterashortpause,Ryugugrowled,“…Whatthehellisgoingonhere…?!”

ThoughRyugu’sexpressioninstantlywentugly,Takeshi’swasuglierashescowled,“They…Theymust

havebeenmurderedbyGerald…!”

Sinceallofthemwerehismen,Takeshiwaswellawarethathisteam’soverallcapabilitieshadnowbeen

greatlyreduced.Withoutthem,hewouldsimplybeageneralwithoutanarmy!

“Naturally,Ican’thandthemtoyou.However,ifyoutellmewhyyoumadeamoveontheFutabasin

thefirstplace,Imayconsidersharingtheduo’scurrentsituationwithyou.Hell,ifI’mfeelinggenerous,I

mayevenreturntheirbodies!”retortedGeraldwithacoldlaugh.

“You…You’recourtingdeath,Gerald…!”roaredRyugu,whoseangerhadpeaked.HadGeraldnothad

theinformationheneeded,hewould’vestrangledthatboybynow…!



SeeinghowangeredRyuguwas,Geraldthenpointedatthecorpsesonthegroundwhilesaying,“I

wouldn’trushforwardifIwereyou.Cometoocloseandyou’llbedead,justlikethem!”

Unabletoholdhimselfbackanymore,RyuguwasjustabouttobolttowardGeraldwhenhesuddenly

feltTakeshigrabbingontohisarm.

“Leader,thatmanisobviouslyextremelypowerful…!Remember,notonlydidhedefeatEndoandIzumi,

buthealsotookoutmostofmymeninnotimeflat!Withthatinmind,wecan’tactimpulsively…!”

whisperedTakeshi.
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Uponhearingthat,Ryugupausedforamomentbeforeconsiderablycalmingdownandsaying,“…

You’reright.”

JustasTakeshihadsaid,GeraldhadeasilymurderedsomanyHanyusinsuchashortamountoftime.

ThatwasafeatsodifficulttopulloffthatevenRyuguwasunsurewhetherhe’dbeabletodothesame.

Whatmore,Geralddidn’tevenhaveasinglescratchonhim.Inotherwords,thebattlehadbeen

extremelyone-sided.ThenewfoundrealizationofhowpowerfulGeraldtrulywasimmediatelysentcold

sweatrunningdownRyugu’sforehead…

ThoughRyuguhadpreviouslyrefusedtobelievethatEndoandIzumicouldgettakendownbyanyone

fromtheFutabamanor,henowknewhowwronghewas.

SeeinghowsilenttheimpulsiveRyuguhadgottenallofasudden,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsmile

sinisterlyasheasked,“Hmm?Whathappenedtoallthatvigor?”

Uponhearingthat,Ryugutookinafewdeepbreathswhilewonderinghowtoproceed.Eventually,he

figuredthatitwouldbebestnottofurtherprovokeGerald,atleastforthetimebeing.

Withthat,Ryuguwaspromptedtosay,“…Sinceyou’reaguestoftheFutabafamily,I’mwillingtojust

leteverythingslideaslongasyouhandEndoandIzumibacktous!”



“Don’tevendreamaboutgettingthemback.Regardless,listenclosely.Ifyoutellmethefulldetailsof

whyyoumadeamoveontheFutabaswhetherit’sduetothefamilyfeudorsomeonetoldyoutogo

afterthem,Imayconsidersparingyou,”repliedGeraldinanindifferenttonewhilecrossinghisarms.

ThoughGeraldnowknewthatRyuguwastheleaderoftheHanyufamily’sAssassinationdepartment,he

couldn’thelpbutlookatthemanwithdisdain.Afterall,GeraldknewthathecouldprobablytakeRyugu

outwithoutevenusingtheHerculeanPrimordialSpirit’spowers.

Regardless,uponhearingwhatGeraldhadtosay,Ryugu’sangerimmediatelyskyrocketedagain.Glaring

daggersatGerald,Ryuguthenclenchedhisfistsasheroared,“Howarrogant..!Sinceyou’reunwillingto

cooperate,haveityourway!I’llshowyouthetruestrengthoftheHanyufamily’sassassins…!”

“W-wait!Leader…!Calmdown…!”criedoutTakeshiasheimmediatelyattemptedtocalmRyugudown

again.

ThoughTakeshiknewthatRyuguwascapableoftakingonhundredsofspecialforcessoldiersatatime

withoutbreakingasweat,healsoknewthatRyuguwasn’tamatchforGerald.Afterall,Geraldhad

managedtosubduebothEndoandIzumi…!Whilehedidn’tdaretellRyuguthathecouldverywellend

uplikehisdeadmenontheground,Takeshiknewthattheprobabilityofthathappeningwas

exceedinglyhigh!

Eitherway,RyugusimplyrespondedtothatbyslappingTakeshi!

“Outofmyway!”roaredRyuguashecontinuedmarchngtowardGerald.

Takeshihimselfsimplycoveredhisbruisedcheekashesteppedtothesidewheretheonlysurviving

assassinfromearlierwasalsostanding,notdatingtosayanotherword.Knowingthatneitherofthem

wouldbeabletostoptheirleadernow,theywonderedifhereallystoodachanceagainstGerald…

AsforFujiko,shefoundherselftuggingGerald’ssleevewhilewhispering,“…Becareful…He’sastrong

one…”



Smilingfaintlyashegotintoafightingstance,Geraldthenreplied,“Don’tworry.I’mstrongenoughto

dealwithhim.”

Gerald,forone,knewthatifhesuccessfullysolvedtheFutabafamily’sissuewiththeHanyus,hewould

beabletofullygainTakuya’strust.Inotherwords,he’dgetcloserthanevertosolvingthesecretsofthe

Seadomtribe.Withanyluck,he’dbeabletoheadtoYearningIslandinthenearfuture…

Whateverthecasewas,uponseeinghowconfidentGeraldwas,Fujikotookafewstepsbacktoavoid

gettinginthewaybeforesaying,“…Alright.Goodluck…!”
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Thesecondhersentenceended,theenragedRyugubeganchargingtowardGerald!

AsRyuguwasstompingforwardearlier,hecouldn’thelpbutthinkaboutEndoandIzumi’sfates.Just

thinkingabouthowtheycouldalreadybedeadangeredhimsomuchthattoRyugu,Geraldwasalready

adeadman.Whateverthecasewas,hewastheleaderoftheHanyufamily’sassassins!Ifhecouldn’t

eventakeGeraldout,whatkindoffailurewashe?!

Withthatinmind,withinasplitsecond,hewasalreadyinchesawayfromGerald!Revealingadagger

thathehadkepthiddenuphissleevethisentireLime,Ryugu’seyesglintedevillyasheyelled,“You

should’vediedagesago,Gerald…!Enjoyyourstayinhell…!”

Thedaggeritselfwasemittingadarkglow,anduponseeingthat,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfurrowhis

browsasbedodgedtheattack.FromwhatGeraldcouldtell,thedaggerwasprobablydrenchedin

poison.Withthatsaid,amerescratchfromthatthingcouldpossiblybefatal…

SeeingthatGeraldwasactuallydodginghisattacksinsteadofcountering,Ryuguimmediately

summarizedthatGeralddidn’tdaretofighthimheadon.Withthatinmind,Ryugusmiledevenbrazenly

thanbeforeashequicklybalancedhimselfagainbeforelaunchinganotherstabinGerald’sdirection!



WithhowquicklyRyuguwasswinginghisdagger,hewasabletoslashoveradozentimesinlessthan

twoseconds,witheachattackaimedatfatalareaslikeGerald’sthroat,chest,andabdomen!

ToRyugu’sannoyance,however,Geraldmanagedtododgeeachofhisattacks!

‘D*mnit…!Standstillalready…!’Ryuguthoughttohimself,wonderingwhyhestillhadn’tbeenableto

hurtGeraldevenafterusingallhisstrength.Thoughhedidn’twanttoadmitit,thefactthathekept

missingGeraldbyahairstrandclearlyshowedhowmuchstrongerGeraldwas.

Geraldhimselfsimplysmiled,keepinghishandsagainsthisbackashesaid,“There’sstillquiteagap

betweenus,kiddo.”

“Kid?!Howdareyoucallmethat…?!”roaredthealreadyinfuriatedRyugu.AstheleaderoftheHanyu

family’sassassinationdepartment,notonlydidhehaveahighstatuswithinthefamily,butalsoallover

Japan!Whereverhewent,peoplewouldaddresshimasaleaderforheaven’ssake!Withthatinmind,

howdareapettyb*stardlikeGeraldcallhima‘kiddo’!

“Oh?WaswhatIsaidwrong?”askedGeraldwhilesmilingcheekily.

“You’rereallyaskingforit,youknow…?!”roaredRyuguwhowasnowsoangrythathealmostlooked

maniacalasheclenchedhisfists!

Followingthat,Ryuguimmediatelylaunchedanotherseriesofattacks!Nowthathewasmoreenraged

thanever,hisattackingspeedandstrengthwereinstantlyheightened,resultingintheassassinmoving

soquicklythatonlyhisafterimagescouldbeseen!

NoticinghowmuchfasterandstrongerRyugunowwas,Geraldwasjustabouttoreleasethepowerof

hisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritwhensuddenly,hecouldn’thelpbutfrown.

AsRyuguattemptedtostabGeraldagain,Fujikowhohadbeenwatchingtheentiresceneplayout



couldn’thelpbutdropherjawwhenshesawGeraldsuddenlychoosetostandstillbeforeclosinghis

eyes!Hadhegonemad?!

AsplitsecondbeforethedaggerlandedonGerald’schest,aloud‘clang’ofcollidingmetalcould

suddenlybeheardassomethingrapidlyflewpast…!
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Caughtcompletelybysurprise,RyugualmosttoppledrightnexttoGerald,thoughhemanagedto

balancehimselfintime.Atthatmoment,thedaggerthathadbeeninhishandjustsecondsagocouldbe

seenflippingintheair…andsoonafter,itlodgeditselfintothedirt…

Eyeswidened,Ryuguimmediatelybeganlookingforwhathadinterceptedhisattack…andsoonenough,

hesawwhatitwas.Itwasashuriken,ofallthings!

AnnoyedthathehadmissedhischancetokillGeraldbecauseofit,Ryuguimmediatelyroared,“Who

thehelldidthat!”

ThesecondRyugusaidthat,ahoarsevoicecouldbeheardsaying,“Abitholdofyoutobefightinginthe

Yamashitafamily’sterritory,don’tyouthink?”

Followingthat,ahunchbackedoldmanseemedtoappearoutofthinair,instantlystartlingeveryone!

Howhadheconcealedhispresencesoperfectly…?

Quicklysnappingoutofit,FujikothenleanedclosertoGeraldwhilewhispering,“That’smostprobably

anelderoftheYamashitafamily…”

Thoughshedidn’tknowmuchabouttheYamashitas,fromhowthepersonactedanddressed,itwas

prettyevidentthattheoldmanwastherealdeal.



Noddinginresponse,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfeelslightlywaryoftheoldman.Afterall,undernormal

circumstances,hisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritwouldwarnhimwhenevercultivatorsorstrongmenwere

around.However,hehadonlysensedtheoldman’spresencefromthemomenttheshurikenwas

thrown…

Gerald,forone,knewthattheoldmanmusthavebeenwatchingforawhilebeforehetookaction.With

thatinmind,Geraldwasrightlyvigilantaroundtheelder.Tomakehimfeelsoworried…Howstrongwas

thisoldmanreally…?

Still,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadwithasmileashemuttered,“Sothisisarealninja…Now

that’safirst…”

MovingbacktoRyugu,thesecondherealizedthatitwasaYamashitathathadsteppedin,he

immediatelycalmedhimself.Afterall,hewaswellawarethathewasalreadyintroublefortrespassing.

Ifheoffendedthemanyfurther,thenhe’dtrulybeinhotwater…

Withthat,Ryuguquicklyretrievedandkepthisdaggerbeforeheadingovertofacetheoldman.

MomentarilyignoringGerald,hethenbowedwhileplacinghisfistagainsthispalmbeforedeclaring,

“Goodday,senior.IgobyHanyuRyugu,andI’mtheleaderoftheHanyufamily’sassassination

department!WhatshouldIcallyou?”

“I’veheardaboutyoubefore…”repliedtheoldmanwhodidn’tseeminterestedinintroducinghimself.

“…Regardless,I’monlyherebecauseIwasonmywaytosettlesomegrudgeswiththatperson.Inever

thoughthe’denteryourterritory!Eitherway,I’dliketomakeitclearthatI’mnotheretocauseyouany

trouble!Withthatsaid,onceItakecareofhim,I’llleaveimmediately!”declaredRyuguasheglaredat

Gerald.

Wavinghishandrathernonchalantly,theoldmanthenreplied,“Beforeanyofthat…Sinceyou’ve

enteredmyfamily’sterritory,docomeovertomyplaceasguests.We’llpeacefullytalkaboutyour

grudges,andbytheendofitall,wecanhopefullysettlethisdisputewithoutanybloodshed…Howdoes

thatsound?”



Naturally,Ryuguwasstartledtohearthat.Afterhesitatingslightly,heeventuallyshookhisheadbefore

saying,“…I’mfinewiththat!Besides,I’vebeenmeaningtovisityourfamilyforquitesometimenow,so

thisistheperfectopportunityformetodoso!”

ThoughtheYamashitaswereknownfortheirninjas,Ryuguwasn’tallthatafraidofthem.Afterall,

despitehowmysteriousninjaswere,RyuguwasprettysurethattheHanyu’sassassinsweren’tany

weakerincomparison…
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Withthatinmind,RyuguthenturnedtolookatGeraldagain.Quitehonestly,hewasfeelingimmensely

anxioustothepointoffindingithardtobreathesincehestillhadnoideawhereEndoandIzumiwere.

Whateverthecasewas,Ryuguknewthattheonlycureforhisanxietywasbysavinghistwomenand

murderingGerald…

Regardless,Ryuguhadacceptedtheoldman’sinvitationforareason.Whiletheyweredrivingover

earlier,RyuguhadbeenthinkingaboutSaburo’sfailuretoassassinateFujiko.WeretheYamashitastruly

theoneswhohadinterceptedSaburo’sassassinationattempttheotherday?WhyelsewouldGerald

andFujikosuddenlydecidetoheadhere?

Eitherway,iftheYamashitasreallywerethemastermindsbehindallthis,thenitwoulddefinitely

explainwhyhehadn’tbeenabletolocateSaburo’sassailantevenaftersendingoutsomanymento

investigate…

Sincetheoldmanhadinitiatedtheinvitation,thiswasanoptimalopportunityforhimtodigdeeper

intothis!Hewasn’ttheleaderoftheHanyu’sassassinationteamfornothing!

Whateverthecasewas,sinceRyuguagreedtoit,theoldmanthensmiledasheturnedtofaceGerald

whileasking,“Andhowaboutyou,youngbrother?”

“I’dbegladto.I’veheardabouttheYamashitaninjasforawhilenow,andit’sanhonortofinallybeable



tomeetone,”repliedGeraldashesmiledback.

Chucklinginresponse,theoldmanthensaidinhishoarsevoice,“Myboy,ninjasaren’treal!We’rejust

asmallfamilyonthevergeofcollapse!Therearen’tanyninjastobefoundhere!”

BeforeGeraldcouldreply,however,theoldmanslowlyextendedhishand…andwithaslightgesture,

theshurikenthathadearlierbeentossedflewrightbackintohishand!Itwasalmostasthoughitwas

beingpulledbackbyaninvisiblethreadofsorts…

Withtheshurikennowinhishand,theoldmanthenslippeditintohispocketbeforeturningaround

andwalkingfurtherdownthebarrenmountain,hisarmsagainsthisback…Thoughonewould’ve

expectedhimtomoveslowly,theoldmanwasquitefast.

Seeingthat,RyuguthenglaredatGerald,andwasjustabouttofollowsuitwhenTakeshisuddenly

walkeduptohimbeforeasking,“Um…Whataboutus,leader…?”

Pausingforamoment,Ryuguthenturnedtolookatallhispossiblydeadmen.Grittinghisteeth,Ryugu

simplyreplied,“…Youtwowaithere.Also,trytoseeiftheotherscanbesaved.”

Followingthat,Gerald,Fujiko,andRyuguquicklycaughtupwiththeoldman.

TheYamashitaslivedatthefootofthebarrenmountain.Thoughthevillageitselfseemedratherancient,

therewerestillanumberofmodernlookingvillasandmanorsaround…

Eventuallystoppingbeforeasmallmanor,theoldmanthenpushedthewoodendooropenwhilesaying,

“Please,comein.”

Noddinginresponse,allthreeofthemthenenteredandbeganlookingaround.Honestly,theentire

areafeltrather….Westonlike,atleastinatraditionalsense.Beforethem,wasawooden-pavedpath,

withpondsandplantsonbothsides.Attheendofthecourtyard,thetrioweregreetedbythesightofa



rowofhousesthateachlookedtobeatleastafewdecadesold.

Astheywerewalkingon,theoldmanplacedhiswrinkledhandstogetherwhileasking,“…Correctmeif

I’mwrong,butyou’retheyoungmistressoftheFutabafamily,right?”

Noddinginresponse,shesimplyreplied,“Iam.IgobyFutabaFujiko!”

Chucklinginresponse,theoldmanthencheerfullysaid,“Soitreallyisyou!Youknow,whenyourfather

lastbroughtyouhere,youwerejustthistall…Youreallyhavegrowntobeabeauty!”

Watchingastheoldmangesturedtotheheightofachild,thesurprisedFujikowhohadneverheardof

herfathercontactingtheYamashitasbeforecouldn’thelpbutask,“You’ve…metmyfatherbefore…?”

“Ofcourse,Ihave!Thoughthatwasquitealongtimeago…”repliedtheoldmanashenoddedwhile

smiling,clearlyreminiscingaboutthepast…
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ThoughRyuguwhohadheardtheentireconversationdidn’tsayanything,hewasnowsurerthanever

thattheonewhohadsavedFujikotheotherdaywasaYamashitaninja…

Regardless,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeallfourofthemwereseatedaroundatable.

Astheoldmanbeganservingthemsometea,RyuguwhowassittingoppositeofGeraldandFujiko

couldn’thelpbutglareattheoddlyrelaxedduo.Afterall,withhowcloseGeraldnowwastohim,he

could’veeasilykilledhimbynow!However,sincetherewasaYamashitainvolved,Ryuguknewbetter

thantoactrecklessly…

Eitherway,onceallofthemwereserved,theoldmansatcross-leggedandsippedsometeabefore

asking,“Nowthen…Whatgrudgesdobothyourfamilieshavethatresultedinyoucomingheretosettle



things…?”

Thesecondheheardthat,Ryuguimmediatelysaid,“Twoofmyfamily’ssmallteamleadershavegone

missingandaremostprobablybeinglockedupintheFutabamanor!Withthatinmind,Ichasedthem

allthewayheretodemandanexplanation!”

“Beforethat,whydon’tyoutelluswhyyourassassinssneakedintothemanorwiththeintentofkilling

me?”repliedGeraldwithasmile.

“Youhavenoproofthattheyweretryingtoassassinateyou!I’mwarningyou,EndoandIzumiarehighly

reputablefiguresinmyfamily!Withthatsaid,ifyoudarelayafingeronthem,you’llbefacingthefull

wrathoftheHanyus!NoteventheFutabaswillbeabletoprotectyouthen!Nowhandthembacktome

ifyoudon’twishforacalamitytobefallyou!”growledRyugu.

“SpeakingoftheFutabas,whyexactlydidyourfamilyattempttoassassinateMissFujikobackthen?

WhileI’mawareofthefeudbetweenyourfamiliesthat’slastedforafewcenturiesbynow,Ialsoknow

thattheHanyusandFutabashaven’tcontactedeachotherforquiteawhile.Withthatsaid,don’tyou

thinkallthisstemmedfromthefactthatyoutriedassassinatingMissFujikointhefirstplace?”replied

Geraldashenarrowedhiseyes.

“Gentlemen,areyouturningmyhomeintoacourtroomnow?”saidtheoldmanoutoftheblueashe

chuckledheartily.

“…Isthatnotwhyyoucalledusover?Tosettlethisdisputeforus…?”askedthepuzzledRyuguwho

would’vekilledGeraldbynowhadtheoldmannotintervened.

“Ineversaidthat.Look,iftheFutabasandHanyusfightwithinmyterritory,thenthere’lldefinitelybe

casualtiesthatI’llbeunabletoexplaintobothyourfamilies!”repliedtheoldmanasheshookhishead

withasmile.

Momentarilyleftspeechless,Ryuguquicklysnappedoutofitbeforeasking,“…That’sit?Then…Whydid



youtellustoelaborateonourconflictsinthefirstplace?”

“Iwasjustcurious.Ineverexpectedallthistostemfromsuchtrivialthings!”repliedtheoldmanashe

wavedhishand.

“There’snothingtrivialaboutallthis,oldman!Twoassassinsfrommyfamilyhavegoneofftheradar

becauseofhim!Withthatsaid,Idemandthathehandthembacktome,unharmed!”yelledRyuguashe

pointedatGerald.

Geraldhimselfremainedcalm,quietlystaringatRyuguasheponderedtheoldman’swords.

Hadtheoldmanreallynotwantedtheretobeanycasualties,thenheshould’vesteppedinbefore

Geraldkilledthoseotherassassinsearlier.Withthatinmind,whyhadheonlysteppedinonceRyugu

beganattacking?
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ThoughGeraldfeltthattheoldman’sreasoningclearlyhadholesinit,hechosenottosayawordfirst.

Afterall,evenifthingsdidgosouth,heknewhewouldstillbeabletoprotectFujiko.

“Look,I’mjustanoutsiderinallthis,soIcan’tsettleyourissues.Withthatsaid,ifyoustillwishtofight,

doitoutsidetheYamashitafamily’sterritory.WhileIwon’tmeddleonceyou’renolongerhere,aslong

asyouremain,Iforbidyoufromcontinuingtobrawl.DoIhavemyselfclear?”repliedtheoldmanrather

threateninglybeforealternatinghisgazebetweenGeraldandRyugu…

“…Gotit,”mutteredRyuguwhoknewthathedidn’treallyhaveachoicebuttoagree.

“Good.Nowthatthat’soutoftheway,whydon’tallofyouaccompanythisoldmanforafewcupsof



tea?Sincewerarelyleavethisplaceandwehardlyevergetanyvisitors,I’dliketoknowwhat’sbeen

happeningintheoutsideworld…Ofcourse,ifyou’dliketoleavefirst,Ihavenoissuewiththateither,”

repliedtheoldmanasherefilledtheircups.

Uponhearingthat,GeraldturnedtolookatFujikobeforeasking,“Areyouinanyhurry?”

“Notatall…Afterallthat’shappened,I’dliketoresthereforabit…”repliedFujikowhohadafeeling

thatGeraldhadsomethinginmind,assheplayedalong.

Noddinginsatisfaction,theoldmanthenturnedtofaceRyuguandadded,“Andwhataboutyou?”

“I…I’m…innohurryeither…”growledRyuguashedesperatelytriedtomaintainacalmfaçade.

Naturally,heunderstoodthatifheleftnow,Geraldcouldeasilyescapelateron!Whatmore,since

Geraldalreadyknewthathewasbeingtargeted,corneringhimagainwouldsurelybedifficult…Waiting

atthefringesoftheYamashita’sterritorywasn’taviableoptioneithersincewhoknowshowlongthose

twowouldstallfortimeinhere…

Withthatinmind,allhecoulddowaswaitheretillGeraldfinallydecidedtoleave…Oncethatb*stard

left,hewouldsimplyfollowafterandimmediatelymakehismoveoncetheywerebeyondthe

Yamashitafamily’sterritory…

Laughingheartily,theoldmanthensaid,“Well,then!Howpleasingtohear!Ittrulyhasbeentoolong

sincewe’velasthadvisitorsfromtheoutside!”

Whilehewasannoyedtohearthat,Ryugumadesuretoforceasmile…

Followingthat,timepassedratherslowly…Bythetimetheyweredonewiththeirfifthpotoftea,the

skywasalreadydarkeningoutside…



ToRyugu’sannoyance,however,Geralddidn’tseemlikehewaskeenonleavingatall!Withthatinmind,

heknewhehadnochoicebuttocallTakeshiandupdatehimonthesituation…

ThesecondRyuguexcusedhimselfandlefttheroom,theoldmanimmediatelygesturedforGeraldto

comeovertohim.

Seeingthat,Geraldinchedabitcloserbeforeaskingwithasmile,“IsthereanythingIcanhelpyou

with?”

“Indeed…Bothofyoucanleavethroughthebackdoornow…Shortlyafter,youshouldbumpinto

someonewho’llthenleadyoutoacarthatI’vepreparedinadvance…”whisperedtheoldmanina

somewhatrusticWestondialect.

Slightlywideninghiseyes,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutsay,“You’re…fromWeston…?”

PattingGeraldontheshoulder,theoldmansimplyreplied,“Thisisn’tthetimetobetalkingaboutthis.

Regardless,onceyou’redonewithyourbusiness,returntothisplaceandI’llgiveyouafurther

explanation.Nowleave…”

Noddinginresponse,Geraldthensaid,“…Noted.Thankyou,elder…”

ThoughGeraldwasn’tparticularlyafraidofRyugu,Fujikostillhadacompetitiontoattend…

Chapter2122

Still,tothinkthattheoldmanwasactuallyaWestoner!WhileGeraldhadnoideawhatwasgoingonin

theoldman’smind,hehadafeelingthattheelderdidn’thaveanybadintentionstowardthem…

Withthat,GeraldandFujikothenleftthroughthebackandtrueenough,someonewastherewaitingfor



them.

Afteraquickbow,themanthenbeganwalkingalongthebarrenmountain,promptingGeraldandFujiko

tofollowafter.Nottoolonglater,thetriocameacrossacar,justastheoldmanhadsaid.

HandingGeraldthecarkeys,themanthenrespectfullysaid,“Dotakethiscar,Mr.Crawford.After

drivingforwardforabit,you’llseethemainroadagain.”

“Thankyou,”repliedGeraldwithoutsayinganythingelse.Afterall,itwasalreadynearingduskandthey

neededatleastfourhourstogettothecompetitionvenue.Iftheywereunlucky,Fujiko’stardiness

couldverywellaffectherfinalresults…

Withthatinmind,uponenteringthecar,Geraldimmediatelysteppedonthegas…

Afterdrivingforabit,Fujikocouldnolongerholdhercuriosityback.LookingatGerald,shewas

promptedtoask,“So…WhatexactlyisyourrelationshipwiththeYamashitas…?”

Chucklinginresponse,GeraldwhohadnoideawhotheoldmanfromWestonwasorwhyhedecidedto

helpthemsimplyshookhisheadashereplied,“Truthbetold,thisisthefirsttimeI’vemethim.”

“…Comeagain?Youdon’tknoweachother?”mutteredtheconfusedFujiko.

“Notatall.Withthatinmind,I’mcomingbackhereoncethecompetitionisover,justtogetafew

thingssortedout,”repliedGeraldashehabituallyattemptedtogetacigarette.However,remembering

Fujiko’sadvice,hemanagedtorefrainfromdoingso.

“…Isee…Still,Ididn’tthinkthatthere’dbeaWestonerwithintheYamashitafamily…Whatmore,he’s

apparentlymetmyfatherbefore…Thoughhesoundedlikehewasquitefamiliarwithdad,Iwasnever

toldanythingaboutthisbefore…”mutteredFujikoasthequestionscontinuedpilingup.



“Thenlet’sfindoutmoreaboutallthistogetheroncethecompetitionisover,”repliedGeraldwhowas

justascuriousastowhytheoldmanhaddecidedtohelpthem.

…

MovingbacktoRyugu,afterendingthecallthattookapproximatelytenminutes,hereenteredthe

houseonlytomomentarilyfreezewhenherealizedthatGeraldandFujikowerenolongerthere!

Uponhearingthat,theoldmantookalongsipoftea…Andoncethecupwasempty,heturnedtoface

Ryugubeforereplying,“Hmm?Theyjustleft.”

“They…What…?!”growledRyuguwho’sexpressioninstantlyturnedugly.Haditnotbeenforthefact

thathedidn’twishtooffendtheYamashitas,hewould’vealreadybeatenupthisoldman…!

“Indeed.Isthereaproblemwiththat?Afterall,theyaren’texactlyboundtomyfamily.Ican’tstop

themfromleaving,”repliedtheoldmanrathernonchalantly.

“…That…”mutteredRyuguashisvoicetrailedoff.Afterall,theoldman’swordsmadesense.Intheend,

hewastheonetoblameformakingthatphonecallearlier.Becauseofthat,GeraldandFujikofound

theirchancetoflee…

Nowunderstandingthatthiswashisowndoing,Ryugutookafewdeepbreathsbeforecalmlyasking,

“…Thentellme,howexactlydidtheyleaveandwherearetheyheadedto?”

WhenRyuguhadbeenmakinghiscallinthecourtyard,hehadn’tseenanyonewalkoutthefrontdoor.

Thehousewasn’texactlylargeeither,sothetwoofthemhidinginsidetillheleftwasoutofthe

question…
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“Theyleftthroughthebackdoor,thoughtheydidn’ttellmewheretheywereheadedto,”repliedthe

oldmanasheshookhishead.

Nowunderstandingthathewouldn’tfindoutwheretheyhadgonetonomatterhowmuchheasked,

Ryuguimmediatelysaid,“Pardonme,butI’llbetakingmyleavenow!”

Asheleftthehouse,hefiguredthatintheend,GeraldandFujikowouldstillendupparticipatinginthe

specialforcescompetition.Withthatinmind,heknewthathisbestbetwastoputthemasidefornow…

Afterall,thoughhewastheleaderoftheHanyu’sassassinationdepartment,hewasn’ttookeenon

disruptingtheactivitiesofthewardepartment.Whatmore,sincethecompetitionwasinternational,

specialforcesfromallovertheglobewouldbepresent.Becauseofthat,ifhecreatedamessthere,it’d

surelycausehisfamilyagreatdealoftrouble…

Still,thoughhefailedtocaptureGeraldthistime,thetripwasn’tacompletedisappointment.Afterall,

henowknewthatEndoandIzumireallywereintheFutabamanor.

Whatmore,sincetheoldmanhadallowedGeraldandFujikotoleave,hewasnowprettysurethatthe

YamashitashadaspecialrelationshipwiththeFutabas.ThefactthatTakuyaandamuchyoungerFujiko

hadmettheoldmanbeforecertainlysolidifiedthattheory.

Puttingallthisintoconsideration,RyugunowbelievedthattheonewhohadinterceptedSaburo’s

assassinationattemptmusthavebeenoneoftheYamashita’sninjas…

Withthatinmind,Ryugufoundhimselffeelingmuchbetter.Afterall,ifallthiswastrue,thenhewas

surethatGeraldandtheotherswouldn’tdaretokillEndoandIzumi.Theirdeathswouldbeequivalent

todeclaringwarontheHanyus,afterall,andRyuguwasprettysurethatthecurrentFutabaswouldn’t

daretodosomethingthatdrastic.

Whateverthecasewas,hesoonfoundhimselfreturningtothespotwherehehadfirstfoughtGerald.

UponseeingGerald’sSUVandallhisdeadmenwhowerestilllyingontheground,Ryugucouldn’thelp

butsigh.



RealizingthatRyuguhadreturned,Takeshithenrantowardhimbeforeasking,“Huh?Weren’tyou

planningtowaitthere,leader?Whyhaveyouleftsosoonafter?Coulditbethatyou’vealreadykilled

Gerald?”

“…They’veescaped,”repliedRyuguasheshookhishead.Thoughhehadinitiallyplannedontakinghis

angeroutonTakeshi,hechangedhismindatthelastsecond.

Regardless,Takeshi’seyesimmediatelywidenedashesaid,“…H-huh…?”

“…Let’snottalkaboutthisfirst.Eitherway,didnoneofthemsurvive…?”repliedRyuguashewavedhis

hand.Healreadyhadaplantodealwithallthis,sohereallydidn’twanttobringdownhismoodagain

bytalkingaboutallthis.

“Unfortunately,noneofthemsurvived…Well,exceptfortheonewhowasstillstandingwhenwecame

overearlier.You!Explainallthathappenedtotheleader!”calledoutTakeshiashelookedatthe

assassinwhosurvived.

“Leader!MynameisKenshiro,andasforGerald…he’smonstrouslystrong…!Inbarelyafewseconds,

hehadkilledalloftheseman…!Allofthemdiedinasinglestrike,anditallhappenedsoquicklythat

noneofuscouldevenfightback!Hadbothofyouarrivedafewsecondslater,there’sahighchancethat

Iwould’vebeenkilledtoo…!”reportedtheshiveringmanafterwalkinguptoRyugu.

“…What?Injustafewseconds?Andnoneofyouwereevenabletofightback…?”mutteredthe

flabbergastedRyugu.ThoughheknewthatGeraldhadprobablykilledthemquickly,afewsecondswas

simplytoomuch…!

Still,thismanwouldn’tlietohim,andRyuguknewthatforafactWiththatinmind,Gerald’scapabilities

weremoreterrifyingthanhecouldeverimagine…Hell,nowthatheknewallthis,Ryuguwonderedifhe

wasevenamatchforGeraldanymore…
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“…That’s…Howonearthcouldhebethatfast…?”mutteredTakeshiwhowasalsoindisbelief.

“Iwouldn’tlieaboutsuchthingstoyou,captain…!IswearonmylifethatGeraldreallyisthatstrong…!”

vowedthefrightenedKenshiroashepattedhischestreassuringly.

“…Ibelieveyou,”repliedRyugu,whoknewthatKenshirohadnoreasontolie.Besides,afterbattling

Geraldearlier,Kenshiro’swordsdidn’tfeelallthatfarfetchedanymore…

“…Still,tothinkthatthere’dbesomeonesomonstrouslystrong…”mutteredTakeshiashetookadeep

breath.Gerald’scapabilitiesweresimplytooworldshattering…

ThoughRyuguwasthinkingthesamething,hedidn’tshowit.Afterall,asleader,hehadtoremaincalm

beforehismen.Withthat,hewaspromptedtosay,“…Regardless,let’sputallthisasidefirstandhead

back.”

Noddinginagreement,theothertwothengotintothecarsandbeganreturningtotheHanyumanor,

leavingthecorpsesbehind…

ItwasaboutthreehourslaterwhenGeraldfinallystoppedthecarinfrontofthecompetitionvenue.

Thesecondtheygotoutofthecar,MasterGhostandAidenimmediatelyranovertogreetthem.

UponseeingFujiko,Aidensmiledbrightlyashesaid,“Apleasuretomeetyou,sister-in-law!”

“Don’tjustcallherthat!”grumbledGeraldashesmackedthebackofAiden’shead.

Fujikoherselfimmediatelyblushedasshesaid,“I-I’mnotinsucharelationshipwithGerald!”



Whileshewasactuallyflatteredtohearthat,shewaswellawarethatGeralddidn’tlikethat,soshe

simplywentalongwithGerald.

Shakinghishead,Geraldthenlookedaroundforafewsecondsbeforesaying,“…Yougoaheadandget

somerestfirst.IhavesomethingstotalktothemaboutSpeakingofwhich,keepinmindthatwe’re

livingquiteclosetoyou,soifanythinghappens,I’llbethereinajiffy.Thenagain,Idon’treallythink

they’llcomelookingfortroublehere.”

Noddinginresponse,Fujikothenreplied,“Alright…Youguysgoonaheadtoo,then.”

Withthatoutoftheway,GeraldplacedhishandsaroundMasterGhostandAiden’sshoulderswhile

saying,“Let’sheadtoourplace,then!”

Unlikelasttime,thetraininggroundsthistimeweremuchbetterandmoreformal.Withinthemassive

openspace,wasafieldthattookupathirdoftheareaandseveralotherdesignatedareas.Rightinfront

oftheopenspace,ontheotherhand,wererowsofsixstorybuildings.Sincemostoftheroomswerelit

up,itwasevidentthatthemajorityoftheparticipantshadarrivedWhateverthecasewas,nowthat

theywerefinallytogetheragain,Geraldtookthechancetoask,“So…what’sthesituationlike?”

Thoughhehadcalledthemfrequently,heknewbetterthantotalkaboutsuchsensitivedetailsoverthe

phone.

“Well,thingshaveprettymuchremainedthesame…Thepeoplewhokepttryingtoinvestigatethecase

eventuallystoppedtryingandeversinceAdlerdied,noneoftheotherYanamparticipantsdaredto

comelookingfortrouble,”whisperedAiden.

“Indeed…Speakingofwhich,haveyoufoundoutwhichfamilytheassassinscomefrom?Itriedsnooping

aroundbutgotnothingintheend,”askedMasterGhost.

“There’snoneedtofurtherinvestigate.WenowknowthattheassassinsbelongtotheHanyufamily,”

repliedGerald.



Noddinginresponse,MasterGhostthensaid,“Isee…Also,haveyouconfirmedwhetherthey’re

descendantsoftheSeadomtribe?”
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“I’mprettysuretheyare,thoughIhaven’tbeenabletobringitlipwiththemsincetheirfamilyhasbeen

plaguedwithtroubleslately.Still,onceIsettlealltheirproblems,Ihaveafeelingtheywon’tattemptto

hideitanymorewhenIask,”repliedGeraldwithasigh,wonderingwhenhewouldbeabletosolveall

theFutabafamily’sissues.Still,forthesakeofhisparentswhowerestillstuckonYearningIsland,

Geraldknewbetterthantocomplain.

“Well,I’mhonestlyjustpleasedthatit’sconfirmed.Afterall,thismeansthatourtriptoJapanhasbeen

worthit,”saidMasterGhostashesighedwithrelief.

Soonenough,theyarrivedattheirbuildingandbeganwalkingupstairs.Naturally,Aidenhadmadesure

toapplyforaroomthathadthreeroomsfromthewardepartment,andoncetheyentered,he

immediatelyclosedthedoorbehindthem.

Sincethereweresomanyspecialforcesinthetrainingground,thetrioknewthattheyhadtobe

extremelycarefulwiththeirwordstoavoidgettingthemselvesintotrouble.Withthatinmind,itwasno

wonderwhytheyimmediatelyfoundthemselvesmorerelaxednowthattheyhadenteredaprivatearea.

Regardless,afterpouringhimselfaglassofwatertoquenchhisthirst,Geraldwaspromptedtosay,“You

know,oncethecompetitionisover,IplantoletyoutwostayintheFutabamanor.”

“Are…yousayingitcouldbedangeroustoliveelsewhere…?”askedAidenwhoasaspecialforcesagent

sawwhereGeraldwascomingfrom.

“Prettymuch.NowthattheFutabashaveoffendedboththeKanagawasandHanyus,I’msuretrouble

willbeimminent.I’mparticularlyworriedaboutthatassassinfamilymakingamoveonbothofyouonce

theyfindoutaboutourrelationship.Ireallydon’twantwhathappenedbackinYanamtorepeatagain,



soit’sbestthatyoujuststaywithmeintheFutabamanor.Bydoingso,eveniftheenemiesattemptto

attack,I’llatleastbecloseenoughtoprotectyouintime,”repliedGeraldwithanod.

Hearingthat,MasterGhostimmediatelyreplied,“We’llgo.Don’tworry,Gerald,wewon’tholdyouback

morethanweneedto!”

MasterGhost,forone,knewhowimportantitwasforeverythingtogoperfectlyinorderforGerald’s

parentstoeventuallybesaved…

Chucklingasheshookhishead,Geraldwhodidn’twanttheatmospheretobecomesolemnrightoffthe

batthensaid,“It’snotthatserious…Butyes,I’dreallyappreciateitifyoustayattheFutabamanorfor

thetimebeing.”

“Gotit!”repliedAidenashenoddedrepeatedly.

Withthatoutoftheway,GeralddecidednottoshareanythingelseatthemomentAfterall,hedidn’t

reallywanttoaddmorepressureontothemifheknewthathewasgoingtobeabletosolvetheissues

alone.Besides,hehadalreadytoldthemwhatthemainissueswere.Nowthattheyknewwhatto

expect,hopefullytheywouldn’tpanictoomuchifthingswentawry…

Shortlyafter,Aidenheadedtothecanteentogetsomefoodforthem.Innotimeflat,thetriofound

themselveshavingtheirdinnerinthelivingroom.

Whileeating,Geraldfeltthatitwasasgoodatimeasanytostartdetailingwhathadhappenedwhilehe

wasstayingattheFutabamanor.Healsotoldthemwhathewasplanningtodoafterallthis…

MovingbacktoRyugu,he,Takeshi,andKenshirosoonarrivedattheHanyumanor.Uponarriving,they

immediatelyheadedtothepatriarch’sroom…

SuijinhimselfwashavinghisdinnerwhenRyugusuddenlyburstintohisroom.Raisingaslightbrow,he



thenwatchedasRyuguwalkedclosertohimbeforeloweringhisheadandwhispering,“Somethinghuge

hashappened,patriarch…!”

“Goon…”repliedSuijinashefrowned.

AfterlisteningtoRyugu’sreportofthecurrentsituation,Suijin’sfaceendedupgettingsogloomythatin

theend,hecouldn’thelpbuttosshischopstickstothefloorwhileyelling,“Godd*mnit…!You’retelling

mewelostadozenassassins?!”

Grittinghisteeth,Suijinknewthattherewouldbelosses,thoughheneverimaginedtheretobethis

many.Eachassassininhisfamilyhadbeencultivatedwithgreateffort.Nowthathehadlostsomanyof

themsoquickly,evenSuijinasthefamilypatriarchwasunabletobearit…InvisibleRichMan
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“It’smyfault..!I’msosorry,patriarch!”declaredRyuguasheloweredhishead.

Shakinghishead,Suijinsimplyreplied,“It’snotyourfault.We’vejustunderestimatedGerald’s

capabilities.Still,thatmanreallyhasmonstrouscapabilities…HowonearthdidtheFutabasgettoknow

suchastrongindividual…?Andwhoexactlyishe?Allweknowisthathe’saWestoner.However,that

doesn’texplainwhyhe’ssowillingtohelptheFutabas…”

“Whilewestillaren’tclearabouthisidentity,IhaveafeelingthatGerald’sonlydoingallthisbecausehe

hasaspecialrelationshipwithFutaba…Otherthanthat,Ireallycan’tthinkofanythingelse…”replied

RyuguwhowashonestlyfeelingrelievedthatSuijinwasn’tplacingtheblameonhim.

“…Thatdoesn’tseemright.Didn’tFutabasignamarriagecontractwithKai?”repliedSuijinwithafrown.

Thecomplicatedrelationshipsamongthesepeopleweregivinghimaheadache.

“…CouldKaihavefoundoutaboutGeraldandFujiko’srelationship?Itdoesexplainwhyheorderedus



toassassinateGerald…”mutteredRyuguwhoknewthatsuchincidentshappenedallthetimeamong

thelargerfamilies.

“Thenthathasnothingtodowithus.MovingbacktoGerald,asidefromthefactthathe’scapable

enoughtokilldozensofourassassins,haveyoufoundanythingelsethat’swrongwithhim?”asked

Suijin,seeminglyonlyinterestedinGerald.

“…Nowthatyoumentionit,thereisonethingthatcomestomind!”repliedRyugu.

“Good.Butbeforethat,getsomeseatsforheaven’ssake!Thethreeofyoujuststandingtherearegiving

meaheadache!”grumbledSuijinashegesturedforhisservantstoclearhistablebeforepointingata

fewchairsthathadbeenplacednearthewall.

Hearingthat,Kenshiroimmediatelynoddedashesaid,“Thankyou,patriarch!”

Followingthat,hebroughtthreechairsoverandonlydaredtositonceRyuguandTakeshihaddoneso…

Regardless,nowthattheywereseated,Ryuguclearedhisthroatbeforesaying,“…Yousee,Ihavea

feelingthatGerald…Well,heandalltheFutabasaresecretlyrelatedtotheYamashitas.”

“…Areyoutalkingabouttheoneslivingneartheextinctvolcano?”repliedSuijinwhowasfrowningonce

more.

“Indeed.Yousee,aftertailingGeraldandFutabaintotheYamashitaterritory,theoldmanthatI

previouslymentionedinvitedustohishometohavesometea.AfterGeraldstalledforquitesometime,

IeventuallyhadtocallTakeshitoupdatehimonthesituation.However,bythetimeIreturned,thetwo

hadalreadyleft!Sincetheyleftusingthebackdoor,Ihaveafeeling

ThattheoldmanwassecretlyhelpingthemwhileIwaspreoccupied!”grumbledRyuguasheslammed

hisfistonthetable,knowingthathiscarelessnesshadresultedinGeraldescapinghisgraspagain…



“Whatonearthisevenhappeninganymore…WhydotheyevenhaveconnectionswiththeYamashitas?

Andwhoexactlyisthisoldmanyoukeeptalkingabout?”mutteredtheconfusedSuijin.

“Well,wedon’tknowmuchabouthim,thoughhedoesappeartobeaYamashitainhiseighties…

Regardless,asfarasIknow,hehadapparentlybeenwatchingmeandGeraldfightforquiteawhile.Had

henotdisarmedmewithhisshurikenbackthen,Icould’vesurelyendedGeraldrightthereandthem…!”

growledRyugu,angrywithhimselfthathehadn’tattackedGeraldagainimmediatelyafter.

Rubbinghisforehead,Yamashitacouldn’thelpbutsay,“Howtrulyodd…AsfarasIknow,the

Yamashitashaveneverhadanyconnectionswithotherfamilies…”

“…Speakingofwhich,thereisonethingthathesaidthatIfindinteresting…Backwhenwefirstentered

hishome,theoldmantoldFutabathathehadoncemetherwhenshewasstillachild,”repliedRyugu

asherecalledthatscene…
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“…You’resayingtheFutabashavebeenincontactwiththeYamashitasforthatlong…?”repliedSuijin

whowasrightfullysurprised.Afterall,thoughthetwofamilieshadn’thadanyconflictindecades,allthe

patriarchsoftheHanyufamilySuijinincludedhadmadesuretosecretlyandconsistentlykeeptabson

theFutaba.Withthatinmind,howhadallthepreviouspatriarchsfailedtofindoutaboutthis?

“…Withthatsaid,shouldwestillmakeamoveontheFutabas…?Afterall,nowthatweknowthatthey

haveagoodrelationshipwiththeYamashitas,wecan’tjustcausetheFutabasallwilly-nillyanymore…”

mutteredRyuguwhowashonestlygettingalittleworried.

Afterall,theYamashitaswereexceedinglystrong.Truthbetold,hewonderedwhetherhewouldeven

beamatchforthatshurikenthrowingoldmaniftheygotintoaseriousbattle…

Eitherway,afterthinkingaboutitforawhile,Suijineventuallysaid,“…Forthetimebeing,let’snot

makeanyfurthermovesontheFutabas.”



“Verywell!However,aboutGerald…Kai’sbeenpushingmetokillhim,statingthathe’llpersonallycall

youifGeraldisn’tdeadwithinaweek.Fourdayshavepassedsincethen…”repliedRyugu.

“Don’tbotherabouthim.Asecondgenerationkidlikehimcouldneverthreatenus,”sneeredSuijinwho

hadneverreallyhighlyregardedtheKanagawasdespitetheirimmensestatusinJapan.

“Understood!”repliedRyugu,feelingmuchmorerelaxednow.WithwhatSuijinhadjustsaid,Ryugu

knewthathecouldfinallyhandleKaithenexttimethatbratcalledhimagain.

“Nowthatallthatisoutoftheway,let’sputeverythingasideforthetimebeing.I’mabittired…Before

youleave,IemphasizethatuntilwelearnmoreabouttheFutabaandYamashita’srelationship,nobody

isallowedtomakeamoveonthatfamily!ThisincludesmakingamoveagainstGerald!”saidSuijinashe

lookedatallthreeofthem.

Hearingthat,thetrioimmediatelynoddedwithoutsayinganotherword…

Fastforwardtothenextmorning,GeraldandMasterGhostcouldbeseenaccompanyingAidentothe

traininggroundafterhavingtheirbreakfastforonelastpracticesessionbeforethecompetition.

Nottoofarfromthem,wasJapan’sownspecialforcesteam,whichmeantthatFujikowasthere.

LookingattheuniformFujikowaswearing,thoughitmadeherlooklessenchantingcomparedtothe

otheroutfitshehadseenherin,thegirlnowappearedextremelysmartandvaliant,whichwasquitea

goodlookonher.

RealizingthatGeraldwasstaringatFujiko,Aidencouldn’thelpbutsmilesmuglyasheasked,“Say…who

areyoulookingatsointently,brotherGerald?”



SmackingthebackofAiden’shead,Geraldsimplyreplied,“Stopplayingaroundandgotrainalready…”

ChucklinginresponseAidenthenrubbedthebackofhisheadashesaid,“WhileIhaven’tinteracted

muchwithMissFujiko,sheclearlylikesyou,brotherGerald.Sinceshe’samemberoftheSeadomtribe,

you’llsurelygettolearnaboutthesecretsofYearningIslandinnotime!”

“SpoutanymorenonsenseandMasterGhostandIareleaving,”grumbledGeraldwithaslightfrown…
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Chucklingashescratchedthebackofhishead,Aidenquicklyreplied,“Alright,alright,I’llstop…”

Shakinghishead,GeraldthenlookedatMasterGhostbeforesaying,“Thatkidreallylikestomakefunof

me”

Gerald,forone,hadknownAidenforthelongesttime,sohedidn’tmindjokingaroundwithhim.Even

whensmackingthebackofAiden’shead,Geraldmadesurenottouseanyforce.

“You’retellingme!He’sbeenmakingfunofmetheentiretimeinyourabsence,youknow?”replied

MasterGhostwithalaugh.Trueenough,throughoutthepasttendays,hehadgottentoknowAidenso

wellthattheycouldnowprettymuchfreelytalkaboutanything.

Astheycontinuedtalking,afewindividualswearingtheJapanesearmy’suniformquicklybeganwalking

overtoGerald.Noticingthem,Geraldsawthatoneofthemwasholdingontoadocumentfolderandthe

otherswerecarryingvideorecordingequipment.

Oncetheywerecloseenough,oneofthemenimmediatelysaid,“Pardonme,butareyouGerald

Crawford?I’mNodaIchiro,andI’maninvestigatorfortheJapanesearmy.Withthatsaid,I’mhereto

investigatethedisappearanceofAdlerLightbodythattookplaceabouteightdaysago.Ihopeyou’ll

cooperatewithusinthisinvestigation!”



“Sure,”repliedGeraldasbenarrowedhiseyesslightlywhilenodding.

“Again…?What’swrongwithyoupeople?I’vetoldyoutimeandagainthatAdler’sdisappearancehas

nothingtodowithus!DoyouthinkweWestonersarepushoversorsomething?”grumbledAidenashe

angrilymarchedover.

“Notatall,sir!Still,everyonekeepssayingthatAdlerhadanargumentwithyoubeforehewentmissing!

We’resimplyinvestigatingthebestwecaninhopesoffindinghim!Withthatsaid,ifweeventuallyfind

outthatnoneofyouwereinvolved,notonlywillweceasetobotheryou,butwe’llalsoissueaformal

apology!”repliedtheinvestigatorswhoknewforafactthattheseWestonersweren’teasytomesswith.

However,sinceaforeignspecialforcesagenthadgonemissingontheirland,thearmycouldn’tjust

pretendasifnothinghadhappened.Eveniftheycouldn’tfindanything,theyknewtheywerepretty

muchforcedtocontinueinvestigatinginordertofinallybeabletogiveaproperexplanationtoYanam…

“Now,now,Aiden,they’rejustaskingustocooperatewiththeirinvestigation.Regardless,sincewe

didn’tdoanything,IbelievethatthesebrothersoftheJapanesearmywon’tjustslanderme,right?”said

GeraldashepattedAidenontheshoulder.

Thoughthiskidwasslightlyimpulsiveanddidn’talwaysthinkbeforehespoke,hecouldtellthatAiden

wassincerelyworriedforhim.Hewasarare,goodfriend…

Hearingthat,Ichiroquicklynoddedbeforeadding,“He’sright!We’rejustinvestigatinginaccordance

withourprocedures.Vifiththatsaid,pleasehaveacigaretteasweheadtotheinterrogationroomfora

while,Mr.Crawford.”

“Leadtheway,”repliedGeraldasheacceptedthecigarettebeforelightingit.

AfterwatchingGeraldleavewiththeinvestigators,AidenleanedclosertoMasterGhostbeforeasking,

“…DoyouthinkanythingbadisgoingtohappentobrotherGerald…?”



“Please,you’reseverelyunderestimatinghim!Forgettheseinvestigators,eveniftheentireJapanese

armycomesathim,hewon’tbeafraidintheslightest!Nowspendlesstimeworryingabouthimand

startfocusingongettingabetterrankforWeston!”repliedMasterGhostinacheerfultone.
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Afterall,heknewforafactthatGeraldcouldeasilyhandlethosepeople.

“Evenifyousaythat…Allthecountrieshavesenttheirbestmenovertoparticipate,despitethefact

thatthisisn’tevenanoverlyformalcompetition.Withthatinmind,I’mnotreallysurehowwellI’lldo…

Gettinganaboveaveragerankisgoodenoughforme…”mutteredAidenwhowaswellawarethat

amonghisteammates,hewasn’treallyallthatstrong.

Thoughheborethetitleof‘KingofSoldiers’,hehadearneditfromthemanybattleshehadbeenin.

However,nowthathehadtoabidebytheevent’srulesandregulations,hewasn’tquitesurehowwell

he’dfare.

…

MovingbacktoGerald,hewascurrentlyseatedintheinterrogationroom,hislegscrossedanda

cigaretteinhishand.Withevenacupofteaplacedbeforehim,anyonewhodidn’tknowthatthiswas

aninterrogationroomwould’vesurelythoughtthatGeraldwashereasaguest…

Regardless,afterclearinghisthroat,IchiroturnedtolookatGeraldbeforeasking,“Nowthen…Could

youelaboratealittleaboutyourconflictwithMr.Adler,Mr.Crawford?”

“It’snothingserious,really…BackwhenIwasinYanamsometimeago,Igotinto‘abitoftrouble’.I’m

assumingthatAdlercamelookingformetogetrevenge,”repliedGeraldashepuffedonhiscigarette.

“Isee…Didyoumeethimbeforehedisappeared…?”askedIchiroashejottedeverythingdown.Asfor

whatGeraldhaddoneinYanam,hisactionsweresoimpactfulthatevenIchirocouldmoreorlessguess

whatGeraldhaddonethere.



“OfcourseIdid.Afterall,hecamelookingfortroublewithuswithsomanyotherspecialforcesagents,”

repliedGeraldinacasualtone.

“I’mtalkingaboutthenighthewentmissing,”specifiedIchiro.

“Ah,wellthat’sano.Whilehedidyellprofanitiesatusfromoutsideourdoor,wepaidhimnonotice.I,

forone,wassleepingatthetime,thoughIheardfromAidenthatheeventuallykickedoutdoorbefore

leavingItwasthenextmorningwhenIactuallylearnedthathehaddisappeared,”explainedGerald

whileshakinghishead.

“Youreallydidn’tgooutside…?”askedIchiroashestaredintentlyatGerald.

Asaninvestigator,hewasanexpertatstudyingbodylanguageandfacialexpressions.Withthatinmind,

hewasprettymuchalivingliedetector.However,uptillthispoint,Geraldhadbeenactingsonormally

thathereallycouldn’tfindanythingwrongwiththeindividual.

“Ididn’t.Afterall,IknewthatifIwentout,I’dsurelygetintoafightwithhim.ThelastthingIwanted

wastocauseanunnecessaryruckus,yousee.Honestly,whileI’mcuriousabouthisdisappearance,I

won’tliethatI’mgratefulforthat.Afterall,hewon’tbetroublingmeagainanytimesoon,”replied

Geraldasheshrugged.

“Yousaythat,butwestillneedtocarefullyinvestigatethis!Afterall,he’saforeignparticipantandwe’ll

havetotakeresponsibilityforhisdisappearance!HowelsearewegoingtoexplainallthistotheYanam

army?Itdoesn’thelpthatYanam’salreadyelectedCarterLucabtobetheirarmy’snewleader!Though

theyusuallysayanewbroomsweepsclean,I’mafraidthatthisincidentisn’tgoingtoendthateasily!”

saidIchiroindismayasheplacedhishandstogether.

Throughouthismanyyearsinvestigatingmissingpeoplecases,therewouldalwaysbecluesleftbehind

tosolvethemysteries.Unfortunately,Adlertrulyseemedtohavevanishedintothinair…Hell,haditnot

beenreportedthatAdlerhadgonemissing,nobodywould’veevenknownthatthemanexistedinthe

firstplace!



Regardless,thefactthattheystillhadn’tbeenabletofindasingleclueafterallthistimeirritatedIchiro

tothepointwherehewasn’tabletoeatorsleepproperlyinthepastfewdays…
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ThoughheinitiallyhadhopethatGeraldcouldprovidehimwithsomeusefulinformation,asitturned

out,thissessionhadsimplybeenacompletewasteoftime…

Sighingashestoodup,Ichirothensaid,“…Well,sinceit’scometothis,couldyouleaveyourcontact

numberwithus,Mr.Crawford?Wemaystillneedtotalktoyousomeothertime,thoughrestassured,

wewon’tmakethingsdifficultforyou!”

“Noproblem,”repliedGeraldasheflickedhiscigarettewithasmile.

Oncethatwasdone,Geraldgotuptoleavetheinterrogationroom…However,thesecondhestepped

out,hemomentarilypaused.Therewasafamiliarscentnearby…

Gerald,forone,knewthattheindividualwasacultivator,thoughhecouldn’treallytellwhothescent

belongedtospecifically…Still,heknewheknewthatthiswasthescentofafamiliarperson…Butwho?

Shakinghishead,Geraldeventuallychosenottobothertoomuchaboutit.Afterall,eveniftheperson

wasacultivator,theyweren’texactlyathreattohim.

Besides,aftermeetingsomanycultivators,Geraldknewforafactthatnotallcultivatorswouldbe

hostiletowardhim.Perhapsthiscultivatorwasjustherebycoincidence.

Whateverthecasewas,uponrealizingthatGeraldwasstillstandingthere,Ichirowaspromptedtoask,

“Issomethingwrong,Mr.Crawford?”



Wavinghishand,Geraldthenreplied,“…It’snothing.Justadizzyspell.”

“Isee…Wouldyoulikemetogetsomemedicine?”askedIchiro.

“There’snoneedforthat.Arestshouldfixthis.Eitherway,youcangoaheadwithyourwork,”replied

Geraldwhileshakinghishead.

Bythispoint,thescentwasalreadygone,soGeraldsimplyignoreditfornow…

OncehereunitedwithAiden,however,Geraldattemptedtodetectthescentofthecultivatoragain

usinghisbasicsenses.HerefrainedfromusinghisHerculeanPrimordialSpiritsincehedidn’twantto

exposehiscultivationlevelbeforefindingoutwhotheotherpersonwas.Doingsocouldverywellbring

moreunnecessarytroubletohim.Besides,hestillhadnoideawhetherthestrangerwassimplypassing

byorwashereforhishead…

Still,sinceacultivatorsuddenlyappearedoutofnowhereinJapan,noless,Geraldknewhehadtobea

bitmorecautious,eventhoughhewasn’treallyafraidofthem.

Eitherway,afterashortwhile,MasterGhostwalkedovertohimbeforewhispering,“Gerald,followme

forabit.There’ssomethingIneedtotellyou…”

KnowingthatMasterGhostwouldn’tusethattoneunlessthingswereabsolutelyserious,thenow

vigilantGeraldwaspromptedtoask,“Whatisit?”

Seeingthattherewerequiteafewspecialforcesagentsaround,MasterGhostgentlygrabbedonto

Gerald’swristbeforesaying,“Let’stalkaboutthissomeplaceelse.”

Noddinginresponse,GeraldthenfollowedMasterGhosttoasecludedcorner.Oncetheywerethere,

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrownashewaitedforMasterGhosttosharewhathehadtosay…
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“Ijustreceivedawarningfrommycompassthatsomeoneisclosetoyou.Iwasworriedthattheremight

besomedanger,soIdidafortunetellingforyou.IfI’mnotmistaken,itshouldbesomeonefrom

YearningIsland,whichmeansamemberoftheCrawfordfamilyhascome.”Eventhoughtherewasno

onearound,MasterGhoststillloweredhisvoiceandspokeusingavoicethatonlythetwoofthem

couldhear.

“Youknewaboutthisaswell?”Geraldraisedhishead.

“Whatdoyoumean?”MasterGhostaskedinsurprise.

“Tobehonest,whenIwalkedoutoftheinterrogationroom,Icouldclearlyfeelthatacultivatorhas

appearednearme.However,itwasjustabriefmoment,andIdidn’tusethepowerofmyHerculean

PrimordialSpirittosensehispresence.”Geraldsigheddeeply.

Hehadpreviouslythoughtthatitwasjustacoincidenceandmaybethecultivatorhadcomeherejustby

chancewithouthavinganythingtodowithhim.

Butnow,withMasterGhost’swords,hewastotallyalerted.

ItwasamemberoftheCrawfordsfromYearningIsland!

GeraldtrustedMasterGhost’sskillsinfortunetelling.SincethedayGeraldhadcometoknowhim,he

hadnevermadeamistake,notevenaslightdeviation.IfhesaidthatthemanwasaCrawford,thena

Crawfordhewas.

“So,youhavesensedhimaswell.”MasterGhostnodded.“Ihavebeenpredictingyourfutureforyouall

thistime,fearingthatyoumightencounteranydanger.ButIdidn’texpectthattheCrawfordfamily

wouldbesofastincatchingupwithyou.Ireallydon’tknowwhatkindofmethodtheyusedtofindout



aboutyoucomingtoJapanandevenpinpointingyourexactlocation.”

“Acultivationfamilyhasmanychancestoinvestigatemywhereabouts.It’sjustthatwedon’tknowthe

reasonthatpersoncamehere,whetherhejustwantstofindoutmywhereaboutsandreporttothe

family,orheislikeWill’smen,wantingtokillme.”

RecallingWill’sactiononGongIsland,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutlaughandshakehishead.Hehadnever

beeninterestedinorwantedtogetthepositionasthepatriarchoftheCrawfordfamilywhatsoever.

Hedidn’texpectthatWillwouldtakeitsoseriouslytotheextentthathehaddefiedDaryl’sorderand

senthismentokillhim.ThiswasoutofGerald’sexpectation.

“Anyway,weshouldbecareful.Theydidn’tmanagetoharmyouaftersendingmenouttwicewhenwe

wereonGongIsland.Thistime,theymightsendaverystrongcultivatorinthefamily.Althoughyour

abilityisverystrong,youstillhavetobecareful,otherwise,youmightbehit.Ifanythinghappenstoyou,

itwillbedifficulttosaveyourparents.Besides,theFutabafamilyhasgottenintosomuchtroublelately,

andtheyneedyourhelp.”

MasterGhostletoutalongsigh.HecouldfeelthatGeraldwasinaverydifficultsituation.Itcouldreally

besaidthathewasinhotwater.

“Don’tworry.Ihaveaplaninmind.”Geraldnoddedhisheadgently.

AlthoughhehadsaidsotoMasterGhost,hewasstillabitworried.Afterall,theCrawfordfamilywas

notacommonfamily.IfWillweretofindoutabouthissituation,hemightsendoutthestrongest

cultivatorofthefamily,orevencomehereinperson.

Althoughitwasnotfatal,itwouldcausehimalotoftrouble.

Meanwhile,onthepathoutsidethetrainingground,aseeminglyordinarylookingpersonwaswalking



alongthepath,wearingahatwithalongbrim.Ifhewasn’tstandinginfrontofyou,youcouldn’tseehis

faceclearly.

HewastheonewhohadcomefromYearningIsland.

AmareCrawford,thethird-strongestcultivatorintheCrawfordfamily.Hewasstout,andhisheightwas

nearlytwometers.Evenwithhisclotheson,theoutlineofhismuscleswasstillvisible.

HehadoriginallybeenorderedbyDaryltogooutsideonanerrand.Willhadseizedthisopportunityand

askedhimtotakeadetourtoJapantofinishoffGerald,andinordertopleasethefuturepatriarch,he

didnotrefuse.

Tohim,itwasthesametokillanyone.
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Withhisstrength,hedidn’tevenhavetodelayanything.Oncehefoundtheman,hewouldjustkillhim

withoneblow.

However,theinformationhereceivedfromWillonlyshowedthatGeraldwasinJapan.Hehadfound

thisplacebecauseheknewthatGeraldhadcomeherewithanotherWestonerspecialforcesagentto

participateinthespecialforcescompetition.However,hedidn’tdaretousehisessentialqitosense

Gerald’slocation,fearingthatoncehewasexposed,hewouldfailinthemissionWillhadgivenhim.

So,hecouldonlysearcharoundthisplacebitbybit.Darylhadgivenhimhalfamonthfortheerrand,so

hecouldonlystayinJapanforaboutaweek.

Afteroneweek,regardlessofwhetherhecouldkillGeraldornot,hewouldhavetoreturntoYearning

Island.IfDarylfoundoutthathehadusedthetimehewasgivenforhismissiontosettlethematterfor

Will,hewouldsurelybepunishedmostseverelybythefamily.



Thiswasnotjustarumor,butitwasaprovenfact.

AnyonewhodisobeyedtheorderofthepatriarchwouldbethrownintothePitofThousandSnakes.

Itwasathreemeterwideandmorethantenmetersdeeppitthatwasusedtokeephundredsof

poisonoussnakes.Anyordinarymanwouldbekilledoncehewasbitten.

Thosewhodisobeyedthepatriarchwouldbethrownintothepitandforcedtostaythereforanentire

night.Ifhesurvivedthenextday,itwouldbeconsideredthathehadreceivedhispunishment,andhis

mistakewouldbeforgiven.Ifhedidnot,hewouldbecomefoodforthesnakes.

Livinginthefamilyforsomanyyears,Amarehadneverseenanyonegetoutofthepitalive.Usually,

whentheyopenedit,therewereonlypoisonoussnakesandapileofwhitebonesleft.

Thinkingofthis,Amarebrokeoutinacoldsweat.Atthesametime,hedecidedinhisheartthathehad

togetbacktothefamilyintime.Althoughhisstrengthwasimmense,hemightstillnotbeanopponent

ofthosepoisonoussnakes.

Anafternoonpassedquietly.

Intheevening,whentheskyhadturneddark,Geraldandthetworeturnedtotheirresidence.

Fujikofollowedthem.

“MissFujiko,whatwouldyouliketoeat?Icangooutsideandbuyitforyou.”Aidenwenttothe

bathroomtowashhisface.Afterawholedayoftraining,notonlywerehisclothessoakedwithsweat,

evenhisfacewasdirty.

“Thankyou.”Fujikosmiledfaintly.



“Aren’tyouworriedthatpeoplemightmisunderstandyouifyoucomehere?”Geraldaskedasheserved

Fujikoacupoftea.Hehadplannedtosmokeacigarette,butheputitdownintheend.

“Ofcoursenot.”Fujiko’seyeswerefullofsmileswhenshelookedatGerald.“Don’tforget,wearea

coupletotheoutsiders!”

“Whendidthishappen?”Hearingthis,evenMasterGhostcouldn’thelpbutstartgossiping.Heknew

thatGeraldhadagirlfriend,andheknewthatGeraldhadmadegreateffortstosaveher,totheextent

thathecouldgiveuphislifeatanytime.

Howcomeafteronlyaboutaweekout,hesuddenlyhadanewgirlfriend?

“Ahem,don’tmisunderstand.MissFujikoneedstogetmarriedbecauseoftheproblemswithinher

family,andalittleaccidenthappened.So,wetemporarilypretendedtobeacoupletodealwithher

family.Intruth,ourrelationshipisverypure!”

SeeingthatMasterGhostseemedtobemisunderstandingthings,Geraldhurriedlyexplained.Ifthiswas

notexplainedclearlyintime,hewasworriedthathewouldnotbeabletointhefuture.

“Sothat’showitis.”OnceGeraldhadsaidthat,MasterGhostunderstood.

Chapter2133

“Geraldistellingthetruth.Weareonlypretendingtobeacoupleinordertosolvethetroublesome

thingswe’refacingnow.So,whenIcomeheretolookforyou,it’snothingtobeworriedaboutandwill

makeitevenmorebelievable.”AlthoughFujikowasalittlehurt,Geraldwasspeakingthetruth,soshe

couldnotsaymuchaboutitandsimplywentalongwithit.

“Butisthereanythingyouwantedtotalkaboutseeingasyou’vecomeoveratthistime?”Gerald

glancedathiscigarette.Althoughhecouldnotsmokerightnow,hestillhadtheurgetodoso.



“It’snothing.It’sjustthatIamnotveryfamiliarwithmyteammembers.Besides,I’mtheonlywoman

ontheteam.I’mafraidofstayingalone.”Fujikosaidinembarrassment.

“Butyoucannotstayhereaswell.”Geraldscratchedhishead.

“Iwillgobacktomyroomtosleep.Ijustwantedtohavedinnerandchatwithyou,”Fujikorepliedas

shepickeduphercupandlookedatGerald.

“Waitforawhile,thenAidenhasgoneouttobuysomefood.Wewillhavedinnersoon.”Seeingthat

Fujikohadsaidthat,Geraldcouldonlyletherstay.Luckilyhehadexplainedthematterclearlyin

advance.Besides,itwassafertohaveFujikoherewithhim.

AlthoughtheKanagawaandHanyufamiliesshouldnotdaretocomeheretocausetrouble,therewasa

newproblem.NoonecouldguaranteewhatthatcultivatorfromtheCrawfordfamilywoulddo.

Shortlyafter,Aidenreturnedwithabagoffood.

“Therereallyisn’tmuchgoodfoodinJapan.ThisiswhatIpickedupfromaWestonerrestaurantfar

away.Iwasworriedthatyoumightbehungry,soIranallthewayback.”Aidenservedthefoodonthe

tableandsaidashepanted.

However,oncehehadsaidthat,hesawFujikosittingnexttohim.Thinkingofwhathehadjustsaid,he

slappedahandoverhismouthandadded,“Idon’tmeananyharm,MissFujiko.Idon’tmeanthat

Japanesefoodisnotdelicious.It’sjustthatweareallWestoners,sowearenotveryusedtoeatingyour

food.”

“It’sokay.Youdon’thavetoexplainanything.AlthoughIamJapanese,IlikeWestonerfoodthebest.I

alsothinkthatWestonerfoodisbetterthanJapanesefood.”Fujikosmiled.Nodissatisfactioncouldbe

seenfromherexpression.



“Ifyouhavethechance,youmustcometoWestonandtryourauthenticWestonerfood.”Although

Fujikohadn’tsaidanything,Aidenstillfeltveryawkward.

“Ialwaysgotothisrestaurant,andIhavetriedauthenticWestonerfood.Itisreallygood!”Fujikowas

busyservingthefoodontheplatesthatMasterGhosthadbroughtout.

Aidenstoppedtalking.Hefeltthatitwouldbeawkwardforhimtosayanythingmore,sohefiguredit

wouldbebettertostoptalkingandjusteathisfood.

Thefoursataroundthetableandstartedeating.

“Bytheway,Fujiko,Ineedtotellyousomething.Whenthiscompetitionisover,thetwoofthemshould

staywithyourfamilyaswell.I’mworriedthatthesituationwillbecomemorecomplicated.Ifanything

happenswhilewearestayingtogether,wecanbackeachotherup.”

Aftereatingforawhile,GeraldsaidtoFujiko.

“Sure.IamverypleasedtowelcomeyoutwotocomeandstayinFutabaMansion.Thiswillmakemy

placemerrier.Let’sgettoknoweachotherformally,KingofSoldier,AidenBaker.”Fujikoagreedwitha

smile.Then,sheputdownherchopsticksandstretchedherslenderhandouttoAiden.

“Youknowme?”HearingFujikocallinghisname,Aidenwasabitsurprised.

“OfcourseIknowyou.IamtheQueenofSoldierinJapan.HowcanInotknowaboutyou,theKingof

SoldierofWeston.Youknow,yourpictureishungonthewallofourwardepartmentandlistedasa

dangerouspersonofWeston.”

Fujikosmiled.



“So,I’mfamous,apparently!EventheJapanesearmyputmypictureonthewall.”Aiden’spupils

contracted,buthestillsmiledinresponse.
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“Webearnomalicetowardyou.YouareaveryfamoussoldierinWeston,sonaturally,ourarmyshould

gettoknowyoufully.However,nowthattherelationshipbetweenWestonandJapanisimproving,I

thinkthatevenwhenwemeetonthebattlefield,wewillnotattackeachotherbutfightsidebyside

instead!”

Withaglance,FujikocouldalreadyseethatsomethingwaswrongwithAiden,sosheexplainedquickly.

“ForthesakeofBrotherGerald,eventhoughtheremightbeadaywhenweareinopposition,Iwillstill

letyouoffthehook.”Aidensmiledfaintly.Heknewthattherelationshipbetweenthetwocountries

wassuperficial.Intruth,itstilldependedonwhethertherewasaconflictofinterest.

Afterall,inthismodernera,therewasnoabsolutefriend,butonlyeternalinterests.Itcouldevenbe

saidthatifsomethingwasnotright,WestonandJapanwouldgotowarbothovertlyandcovertly.

“Iwillnotmesswiththemattersbetweenyoutwo,butbasedonthecurrentsituationalone,westill

havetobeonthesameside,”Geraldinterjected.

“IverymuchwelcomeyoutostayinFutabaMansion.IthinkwiththeKingofSoldierofWestonwithus,

itwillbeagreathelptofacetheKanagawaandHanyufamilies!”FujikosaidinagreementwithGerald.

Afterdinner,GeraldsentFujikobacktothehosteloftheJapanesespecialforcesandreturnedtothe

guestroom.

Justasheenteredtheroom,AidenandMasterGhostwerecleaningup.



“SincewhendidtheprincessoftheSeadomtribebecometheQueenofSoldierofJapan?”OnceAiden

sawGerald,Aidenthrewthebagwiththeleftoversintothetrashcanandaskedinconfusion.

“TheSeadomtribeisalreadyathousandyearsold.Iftheywanttosurvive,theyareboundtoassimilate

intomodernsociety.BecomingtheQueenofSoldierisnothing.Evenbecomingahighrankingofficialin

Japanwouldnotbestrange,”MasterGhostexplained.

SincethedayMasterGhosthadcometoknowAiden,hefeltasifhewasbecominganencyclopedia.

OtherthanhavingtodofortunetellingforGerald,mostofhistimewasspentexplainingallsortsof

thingstoAiden.

“It’strue.Athousandyearsistoolong.LongenoughtotransformtheSeadomtribeintoabrandnew

family.Still,aslongastheystillknowthewaytoYearningIsland,it’sfine.”Geraldnodded.

HewasnotinterestedintheFutabafamilyatall.Whetheritwasalargefamilyorjustacommonfamily

inJapan,hehadtoinvestigateit.

Timeflew,andfivedayspassedintheblinkofaneye.Therewasonlyonedayleftbeforethespecial

forcescompetition.Allthespecialforceswereready.Aidenalsowenttothecompetitionsitewhile

Geraldwassittinginhisroom.

Sincethatnight,Geralddidnotfeelacultivatorappearingnearhimanymore.However,thisdidnot

meanthathehadlethisguarddown.

SinceMasterGhosthadtoldhimthatitwasaCrawfordfromYearningIsland,ithadtobetrue.However,

GeralddidnotknowwhetherhewassentbyDaryltotesthim,orbyWilltokillhim.

“Somethingonyourmind?”MasterGhostwalkedtothewindow.Hecouldseethefieldbelowfromthat

position.Adozenspecialforceagentsweretrainingforthecompetitiontomorrow.SeeingGerald

leaningonthewindowandlookingattheskyinadaze,heopenedhismouthandasked.



“IwasthinkingaboutwherethatcultivatingCrawfordcouldbehiding.”Geralddidn’thideanythingand

toldMasterGhostwhatwasonhismind.
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“Ithinkyoudon’thavetoworrymuchaboutthis.AlthoughIhavepredictedthatsomeonewillapproach

you,Ididn’treadanysignofdanger.Thismeansthatthepowerofthispersonmustbeweakerthanyou.

Evenifhefindsyou,hewon’tbeabletohurtyou,”MasterGhostspokeinadeepvoice.

“Iknow.I’mjustworriedthathemightharmyouguys.Youdon’thaveanypower,andyouneedmy

protection.AlthoughAidenistheKingofSoldierofWeston,hemightnotbeanopponentofthe

cultivator.”

“Iwonderifhewillmakeamoveduringthecompetitiontomorrow.”

Geraldtookadeepbreath.Hewasnotafraidthatthispersonwouldmakeamoveonhimself.Notto

mentionthiscultivator,evenwhenWillcamehereinperson,hewouldnotbescared.However,the

peoplearoundhimweredifferent.AlthoughAidenwasstrongandgoodatallsortsofmodernweapons

andfightingskills,itwasstilluncertainwhenhefacedacultivator.

“CantheFutabafamilyprovideuswithprotection?”MasterGhostknewthathedidnothaveanypower.

IfhewaswithGerald,hewouldbecomeaburden.

“Therearebodyguards,buttheyarenotverystrong.”Geraldshookhisheadandsaid,“Anyway,the

FutabafamilyhasacertainsocialstatusinJapan.Nomatterwhowantstomakeamovethere,theywill

havetoconsider.”

“Don’tworry,Iwillneverholdyouback.”MasterGhosttookadeepbreathashespoke.

“Iwillprotectyou.”Geralddidn’ttakewhatMasterGhosthadsaidseriously.Eventhoughhewouldbe



verycareful,oncehewascaught,hewouldsurelydie.

“Okay.”MasterGhostdidnotinsist.

“We’llseehowitgoes.IhopethatwecansettlethesemattersquicklyandgotoYearningIslandsooner

sothatIcansavemyparents.AsforMila,I’mstillclueless.”Geraldlaughedbitterly.

Hecouldn’tevenunderstandwhyitwouldbecomelikethis.Hisparentsandsisterhadbeencaught,and

hisgirlfriendwasinthehandsoftheSunLeague.Now,evenaftersomuchtimehadpassed,hestill

didn’tknowiftheyweresafeandsound.

Maybetheyhadbeenkilledlongago,andwhattheyweredoingnowwasuseless.

Eitherway,Geraldwantedtoseethemwhetherdeadoralive.Hehadconsideredeveryworstpossibility.

Ifnoneofthemhadsurvived,Geraldwouldchoosetokillhimselfafterburyingthem.

Whenhismostlovedoneswerenolongeralive,itwouldbepointlesstobealivealone.

“Itwillhappensoon.AslongaswecangettoYearningIsland,wewillbeabletofindoutthelocationof

SunLeague.Idon’tthinktheywilldoanythingtoyourfamily,buttheyjustwanttodrawyouover.”

MasterGhostcouldfeelthesorrowinGerald’sheart.

“Let’shopeso.”Geraldnodded,litacigarette,andlookedoutside.

Onthetrainingground,thespecialforcesofeachcountryweregatheredthere.Theywereundergoing

intensivetrainingforthecompetitiontomorrow.Althoughitwasnotaveryformalcompetition,itwas

stillacompetitionbetweencountries.Everyspecialforcesagentwantedtowingloryforhiscountryand

toearncreditforhimself.



However,aftertrainingforawhile,amanwearingaspecialuniformcame,andeveryonelookedathim

inunison.

“Letmeintroduceyou.HeisaspecialforcesagentfromYanamwhojustarrivedinJapananhourago.”
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“Fromnowon,hewillbereplacingAlderLightbodyandparticipateineventswithallofyouhere!”The

Japanesewardepartmentofficialintroducedthemanbesidehim.

“AspecialforcesagentfromYanam?”

Everyonewasastonished.TheywereallclearregardingthenewsofthedisappearanceofAlder,oneof

theYanamspecialforces.NowthattheyweresuddenlybeingintroducedtoanotherYanamspecial

forcesagent,theycouldn’thelpbutfeelshocked.

“I’mreplacingAlderLightbodytoparticipateinthewarcontest,”Themanwithaslightlydangerouslook

scannedacrosstheroomwithhisunfriendlygazebeforespeakingup.

Althougheveryone’seyeswereattractedtohim,noonespokeaword.Afterall,withwhathad

happenedinYanam,noonewantedtoseektroubleforthemselves.

Plus,noonecouldreallydeducewhetherornotthisspecialforcesagentwasreplacingAldertoactually

jointhecompetitionortoinvestigatethismatter.

Onethingthatwascertain,however,wasthattherewouldbebigtroubleonceanybodywas

misunderstoodashavingsomethingtodowithAlder’sdisappearance.

“SpecialforcesagentfromYanam.”Gerald,whowasleaningagainstthewindow,heardthevoicesfrom

belowhim.Lookingattheman,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutshakehisheadandchuckle.



“Aslongasyou’redoingitright,theywon’tbeabletofindus.”MasterGhostnodded.

“Don’tworryaboutthiskindofmatter.ThenewreplacementleaderofYanam,CarterLucab,isacoward.

LasttimebeforeweleftYanam,whenhemadeacalltome,hewasbeingallrespectful,fearingthatI

wouldn’tleaveandwouldcontinuestayinginYanam.”

“I’mguessingthatthismanonlywantsthatposition.Aslongashehasthepositionoftheleaderaswell

asthepower,otherissuesdon’treallymattertohimatall.”Geraldlitacigarette.

RecallingthetimesinYanam,GeralddecidedthatafterhehadfoundhiswaytoYearningIsland,he

wouldreturntotheancientruinsfirst.

Lasttime,ithadbeenarush,goingandleavingthere,andallhedidwastaketheseamapwithhim.

Basedonthecurrentsituation,hehimselfdidn’tknowthesecretoftheseamapatall,andGerald

believedthattheancientruinsweren‘tassimpleastheyseemed.

Maybehewouldgettosolvethemysteryoftheseamapaswellbygoingbackthistime.

“Itseemsthatit’sstillnotathreattous.”Gerald’swordsmadeMasterGhostsighinrelief.Hewasnot

afraidofmatterslikethis.Hewasjustworriedthatiftheybumpedintothissituation,hewouldn’tbe

abletobeofmuchhelpandmightevenholdGeraldandAidenback,whichwassomethinghewouldn’t

wanttorisk.

“Therewon’tbeanythreat.It’shardenoughtobringanytroubletous.”Hearingthat,Geraldlaughed

andmadeajoke.

Thetwocontinuedchattingforawhilebeforegoingbacktotheroom.



Theyhadnothingtodowiththespecialforcestraining,andGeralddidn’tdetectanydangeraroundhim.

ThismeantthatAidenandFujikoweresafehere.

Withacigarettebetweenhisfingers,Geraldthoughtaboutwhathadhappenedduringhistimehereas

helayonthebed.

TheCrawfordsinYearningIsland.

TheSunLeague.

TheFunagawaandHanyufamiliesthathehadcomeincontactwithinJapan.

TherewaseventhemysteriousYamashitafamilywhichhadninjas.Tillnow,Geraldstilldidn’t

understandwhytheelderlymanhadhelpedhimoutbackthen.Heevensoundedlikeamanfrom

Weston,judgingfromhisaccent.
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TherewasactuallyaWestonmaninaninjafamily.

Plus,Geralddidn’tevenknowthereasonastowhyhehadhelpedGerald.Maybetherewassomething

hewantedtoknowfromGerald.

Nevertheless,afterthewarcontestended,Geraldwouldheadbacktheretoatleastfindoutthesecrets

oftheelderlyman.IfhecouldbeofhelptoGerald,itwouldbemucheasierwhenhefacedthe

KanagawaandHanyufamilies.

Withouthimrealizingit,Geraldfeltawaveoftiredness.Duetonotdetectinganydanger,helayback

downonthebedandfellasleep.Hiscigarettefelltothegroundafterithadfinishedburning.



Inthemorning,Geraldwaswokenupbyacall.

TheonewhowokeGeraldupwasnoneotherthanNodaIchiro.

“Mr.Gerald,mayIknowwhereyouarenow?”Geraldopenedhissleepyeyesandpickedupthecall

afterbrieflylookingatthecallerID.Noda’sslightlyrushedvoicewasheardoverthephoneassoonasit

waspickedup.

“I’mrestinginaroominyourtrainingground.”Geraldknittedhisbrowstogetherslightly.Justashe

couldfinallyhaveagoodsleepwithnoworries,hewaswokenupbysomeone,andthisobviouslymade

himabitunhappy.

“Don’tgoanywhereandwaitformerightthere,I’llbethereimmediately!”HecouldhearthatNoda’s

tonehadapparentlyrelaxed.Aftersayingthat,hehungupthecallrightthen.

Geraldscratchedhishead,notunderstandingwhatthismanwanted,buthenonethelessgotupand

cleanedhimselfup.Themanwas,afterall,theJapanesearmyinvestigator,andtheremustbeareason

astowhyhewascomingover.Therefore,Geraldcouldn’trefusetoseehim.

Assoonashehadcomeoutofthebathroom,heheardsomeoneknockingonthedoor.

Nodaenteredinapanicafterthedoorwasopenedforhim.HefirstlookedatGeraldupanddown,only

tofindthatGeraldlookedasthoughhehadjustwokenup,andhisworrythenwentaway.

“Mr.Noda,it’snotthefirsttimewe’vemet.Youcanjusttellmeanythingrightaway,”Seeinghis

reaction,Geraldsaidwithachuckle.

“I’llbefrank,then.”Nodaswallowedandcontinued,“TheYanamspecialforcesagenthasbizarrely

disappeared,andit’smostlikelyamurdercasebasedonourinvestigation.”



“Oh?”Geraldwastakenaback,buthestillaskedcasually,“DidyoufindAlderLightbody’sbodyorany

information?”

“It’snothim.Wehaven’tstoppedinvestigatingAlder’sdisappearance,butwehavefoundnothingabout

ituntilnow.It’sasifthismanjustvanishedoutofthinair,Ihaven’tseenanythingasbizarreasthisfor

somanyyears!”Nodashookhisheadandsaid.

Hepausedforawhilebeforecontinuing,“However,I’mnottalkingabouthim.It’stheYanamspecial

forcesagentwhojustarrivedlastnighttoreplaceAlderinthewarcontest.Hetoohasdisappeared,but

hemighthavebeenmurderedbasedonwhatwesawonthesurveillancecameraandthescene.”

“Hediedtoo?!”

Hearinghiswords,Geraldfeltthatitwasunbelievable.ItwastruethathehadkilledAlder,butGerald

hadn’tpaidanyattentiontothatnewspecialforcesagentatallashehadnoreasontokillhim.

Thiswassomebodyelse’swork.

Geraldgrewabitcuriousastowhowoulddothisatthistimewhentheyallknewthatthewarcontest

wasabouttostartandthattherewastightsurveillancearoundthearea.Itwouldhavebeenbetterto

doitonhiswaybacktoYanamafterthecontestwasover.

“That’sright!Hedidn’tattendthismorning’straining,sowewenttosearchforhiminhisroomandonly

gottoknowaboutthisaftertrackinghimwiththesurveillancesystem.”Nodanodded.

Hefeltlikehewasstillinadream.Alder’sdisappearancestillhadn’tbeenfiguredoutandyet,thishad

happenedaswell!
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NowthatthesecondYanamspecialforcesagenthadbeenkilledtoo,hewouldlosehispositionasan

investigatorifitstillwasn’tsolved.

“Didyouseewhokilledhim?Ihaveafeelingthatitmightbethesamepersonwhokilledthetwoof

them.”AlthoughGeraldwasslightlycuriousaswell,thismatterhadnothingtodowithhimafterall,so

heappearedtobeveryrelaxed.

“Thiscan’tbecertainfornow.Ifeelthatthepossibilityissmall.Theonewhodiditbeforethisismuch

strongerthanthecurrentone.Forthecurrentmatter,we’vefoundhisheightandbodysize,andhave

releasedawantednoticeforthis.Theonlythingisthatwedon’tknowwhenhewillbecaught.”

“Hopefullyafterwecatchthisperson,wecanfindoutaboutthepreviouskilleraswell,andthiswould

savealotoftrouble.”

Nodasighedandspokeinadeepvoice.Afterreceivingthisnewsinthemorning,hehadbeenstunned

onthebedforhalfanhourbeforefinallythinkingofcomingovertoseeGerald.

Forone,itwastomakesurewhetheritwasGerald’sactionsornot.Althoughhehadn’tbeenableto

findanycluesonGerald,hehadalwaysthoughtthatGeraldheldthegreatestpossibilityofcommitting

thecrime.Secondly,hedidn’tknowwhotoreleasehisgrudgeon.

TheconversationinthetrialroomyesterdayhadmadehimfeellikeGeraldwasagoodlistener.

“Hopefully.”Geraldnoddedlightly.

“Seeinghowyou’vebeensleepingallalonglastnight,Iwon’tdisturbyouanymore.I’dadviseyouallto

staysafe.IfthatmanwasabletoattacksomeonefromYanam,hemighttargetsomeoneelsetoo.”



“However,don’tworry.We,theJapanesearmy,willdoourbesttoprotecteveryone.”

NodastoodupandstretchedahandtowardGerald.

“Noproblem.”Geraldsmiledandreachedouttoshakehishand.

AfterseeingNodaoff,Geraldsatdownonthesofaandthoughtaboutthismatter,andaboutwho

wouldhaveattackedtheYanamspecialforcesagentespeciallyatanimportanttimelikethis.

“WasitAidenwhocamebackjustnow?”Notlongafter,MasterGhost,whohadbeenwokenupbythe

noise,cameoutofhisroom.

“No,itwasNodaIchikofromtheJapaneseinvestigationteam.Hetoldmethatthenewspecialforces

agentfromYanamwhojustcameoveryesterdaywaskilled,”Geraldshookhisheadandtoldhim

honestly.

“Huh?Youkilledsomeoneagainlastnight?!”MasterGhostwasfullyalertnowasherushedtositbeside

Geraldonthesofa.Heaskedanxiously,“Howcouldyoudothisagainatatimelikethis?!Japanmust

havebeenalertedalreadywhenyoukilledAlderlasttime,plus,therearesurveillancecameras

everywherehere.”

“Ididn’tsayIwastheonewhodidit”Geraldlaughedoutloud.

“Ifitwasn’tyou,whowoulddothis?Isn’tmurderingspecialforcesagentsofYanamatthepresent

momentpracticallyfindingtroubleforoneself?”MasterGhostbecamerelieved,buthewascuriousas

well.

“I’mthinkingaboutthistoo.”GeraldpassedacigaretteovertoMasterGhost.



“It’sgoodthatithasnothingtodowithyou.Ithoughtthatyoudiditagain.It’sbesttodonothingoutof

theordinarynowastheJapanesemustbecloselyinvestigatingthismatter.Althoughtheywon’tbeable

tofindoutanythingaboutus,wehadsomeconflictwithAlderbeforeafterall,sowe’rethemost

suspectedones,”Acceptingthecigarette,MasterGhostrepliedafterinhalingthecigarettetwice.
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“Iunderstandthistoo.Let’sseewhathappens.I’mcuriousaboutwhowoulddaretokillYanam’sspecial

forcesagentatthecurrentmoment.Itwon’tbeeasyforJapantoexplainthemselvesnowseeinghow

twomenwerekilled.Oncethenewsisout,CarterLucabhastogivetheYanamspecialforcesand

citizensagoodexplanationastowhetherornothewantstohandlethismatter.”

Geraldrestedonelegovertheotherandspoke.

Atthesametime,thewholetraininggroundwasinacommotion.

Althougheveryoneherewaseitherworkersforthearmyorspecialforcesfromaroundtheworld,the

twoconsecutivemurdercasesmadethemfeelunsafehere.Thekillercouldevensethistargetonthe

specialforces,anditwasamurderwherethevictimwasunabletodefendhimselfatall,whichmeant

thatthismanwasstrongerthananyoneonthescene.

NoonecouldascertainastowhetherornotthekillerwastargetingonlyYanamspecialforcesagents.

Maybekillingthetwowasjustthebeginning,andtherestwouldbethenextvictims.

Noonedaredtoguaranteethatnoneofthesethingswouldn’thappenagain.

Onceitdid,theywouldhavelosttheirlives.

“Thiscan’tgoonanymore!”Intheofficeofthetrainingground,aJapanesearmycolonelcouldn’thelp

butyellasheslammedthetable.



“I’mtellingyou,it’sjustYanamfornow,butwhatifithappensnexttomenfromWeston,Western

Union,ortheEuropeancountries?!”

“Wecan’taffordtooffendthematall!Iftheirspecialforcesagentsdieonourland,allofyou,including

me,willhavetobearveryseriousconsequences!”

Thecolonelscannedeveryone’sfaces,andeveryonewhomhestaredatwouldlowertheirheads

automaticallywithoutaword,notknowingwhattosay.AfterthedisappearanceofAlderLightbody,a

tightinvestigationhadbeengoingon,butithadalreadybeenhalfamonth,yettheycouldn’tfindevena

singleclueaboutit,nottomentionfindingoutwhothekillerwas.

“Colonel,wehavebeeninvestigatingit,butAlder’sdisappearanceistoobizarre,almostasifhejust

vanishedfromtheplanet!Evenafterwecheckedallthesurveillancecamerasfromthesurroundingsand

searchedthroughallpossiblespotsaroundthere,wecouldn’tseemtofindanyclues.”

“However,wehaven’tgivenupyet,andwewillstillcarryouttheinvestigationdiligently!”

Noda,whostoodatthemostupfront,reportedthesituation.Hewasn’ttheonewiththehighestpost

here,buthewasresponsibleforthismatter.

“Iknowaboutthis.Icanallowyoutosearchonthisslowly,andYanam’ssidealsofeelsthatthismatter

istooabnormal,sotheyhavegivenusmoretimetofigurethisout.”

“Butthistime,wenowactuallyhaveanotheragentofYanamspecialforcesgettingmurderedinour

traininggroundsofJapan!Welethimdierightunderourcareandhundredsofsurveillancecameras!”

Thecolonelslammedthetablehardagain,andhewassoshakenupthatspitcameoutwhenhetalked.

“Wejustgotthenewsthatthebodyofthenewspecialforcesagentwasfound.Itwasinthedrainafew

hundredmetersawayfromourtrainingground,”Nodawasafraidthatthecolonelwouldgetevenmore



enraged,sohequicklyreportedthelatestsituationtohim.“Also,Mr.Colonel,theheightandbodysize

ofthekillerwereallcapturedbythesurveillancecameras,soIbelievethatwe’llfindhimverysoon!”

“Thisnewsisnottoobad!”Thecolonelnoddedinsatisfaction.Thiswassomethinghecouldinformthe

Yanamforcesaboutiftheyaskedhimforupdates.

“Colonel,Ihaveanotheridea.Whydon’twepickafewsoldiersfromthearmytostandguardatthe

trainingground?Thekillermustbesostrongthathecouldevenkillthekingofspecialforcesfromother

countrieseasily.Ifhecarriesondoingthat,othersmightnotbeabletohandlehim.”
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Nodalookedmorerelaxed.

“Doesanyonehaveanyopinionsonthis?”Thecolonelliftedhisheadandscannedacrossthepeople

whowerestandingbehindNoda,stayingquietallthiswhile.

“No.”Theyallshooktheirheads,andnoonewaswillingtospeakfurtheratatimelikethisforfearof

gettingintotrouble.

“YouhaveapointI’lltellthearmy’sleaderrightnowtohavethemsendoversomepeopletocheckall

thehotelsandanysuspiciousplacesclosely,aswellastoincreasesurveillancearoundthetraining

grounds.Wewon’tallowthesamethingtohappenagain!”

Thecolonelstoodupandpacedbackandforthintheroomasheinformedtheauthoritiesofthis

contest.Heknewbetterthananyonethatifanythingsimilarhappenedagain,Japan’sglobalstatus

wouldbegreatlyimpacted.

Theymightevenfacecriticismsandreprimandsfromothercountries.



He,asthecolonelwhowasresponsibleforthewarcontestandthesafetyofthetrainingground,would

hitrockbottomforsure.Notonlywouldhelosehisposition,buthewouldalsohavetobearthe

consequences.

Thiswassomethinghewasnotwillingtosee.

“WhatColonelsaysisright!”

“Yeah,IbelievethatunderColonel’sbrilliantguidance,therewon’tbeanysimilarproblemshappening

atthetrainingground!”

“We’llcooperatewiththecolonelforsure!”

“Don’tworry,Colonel.Iwillquicklycatchtheculpritbasedontheclueswehave.Wemightgetallthe

answersweneedaftercatchinghim!”

Seeinghoweveryonewasflatteringhimnon-stop,Nodafollowedsuitandspokeupaswell.

“Alright,Idon’twanttolistentoanynonsensefromallofyouanymore.I’vealreadysaidhowweshould

tackletheissue.Butkeepthisinmind.Ifanythinglikethishappensagain,everyoneofuswillbe

punished,andnotjustme,doyouunderstand?!”

Thecolonelwavedthemdownandsaidwithafrown.Thebittertruthwasthatthesemenonlyknew

aboutflatteryandweren’tcapableofsolvinganythingatall.

“Understood!”Everyonepromised.

Althoughtwomurdersofspecialforcesagentshadhappenedconsecutively,thewarcontestwas

conductedontheexpecteddate.



Aroundsixinthemorning,whenthedaywasjuststartingtobrightenup,allthekingsofsoldiersfrom

differentcountriesgatheredonthetrainingground.Thecontestwouldbeconductedfortwodays,and

therewouldbeeventsaseasyastargetshootingandwrestling,aswellastaskssuchashostagerescue

asanimitationtotheactualbattlefield.

Gerald,whohadfollowedAidenalonghere,stoodnotfarfromtheauthoritiesoftheJapanesearmy.

Itcouldbeclearlyseenthatthetwoconsecutivemurdershadledthemtoincreasemoresoldiers

aroundthetrainingground.Everyoneofthemwasgearedupwithactualbulletsandgunsastheireyes

constantlyscannedaroundthesceneonalertandsurroundedthewholetrainingground.

“Seemslikethearmyisterrified,”Seeingthissituation,GeraldchuckledandsaidtoMasterGhostina

lowvoice.

“ThisisJapan,whichhaslimitedarmedforces.Ifit’sinothercountries,thesecuritywouldbeeven

tighterasnooneknowswhetherthekillerwillattackagain.Themanhastobeanidiotorisextremely

confidentwithhisabilitytohavekilledaYanamspecialforcesagentbeforethewarcontestforspecial

forcesbegan,”MasterGhostrepliedquietlyaftercheckingwherethemenfromtheJapanesearmywere

andmakingsurethattheycouldn’tbeheard.

“It’smostlikelythelatter.”Geraldnodded.WhatMasterGhosthadsaidwasexactlythesameaswhat

hehimselfthought.

“Tobeabletokillamemberofthespecialforcesinsuchashorttimemeanshehasextraordinaryability.

I’veseenthismanfromYanam’sspecialforcesbefore,andheseemstobequitestronghimself.”Taking

adeepbreath,Geraldcontinued,“DoyouthinkitcouldbethecultivatorfromtheCrawfordfamily?”

“You’resayingthatamanwiththislevelofstrengthcouldbehim?”MasterGhostopenedhiseyeswide.

Hehadneverthoughtinthiswaybefore.



“Whoknows.I’mjustguessing.”Geraldwavedhisarms.


