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After getting in Shane’s car, she also relayed the exciting news to him.

Shane was not surprised by the news. “I have heard about it.”

Natalie was puzzled by his reply. “How did you know?”

“Have you forgotten that I would be acquiring the diamond mine? The prince would also be
coming over to the Thompson Group to sign the contract as a seller,” Shane explained.

Natalie suddenly realized. “I see.”

“I will need to go there to check on the mine,” Shane added.

Natalie was not surprised by his decision since she already knew about it.

He had mentioned previously he would be heading there for business.

“When are you leaving?” Natalie turned to look at him.

“Tomorrow night,” Shane replied.

“I’ll send you off.” Natalie smiled.

Shane had wanted to reject, but seeing the expectation in her eyes, he nodded in the end.
“Sure.”

They started discussing about other topics.

Two hours later, they brought the children back to the villa.



Natalie heard familiar voices upon entering. One belonged to a guy and another to a girl.

The guy was Jackson, and the girl was Jacqueline.

What are they doing here?

Natalie peeked at Shane. Seeing how his brows had knitted into a frown, it was obvious that
he too was not aware of their visit.

Natalie felt relieved and entered the living room with the children.

Jackson turned to look, hearing the approaching footsteps. He stood up immediately,
seeing the family of four arrived. “Shane, Natalie, you’re back.”

“Shane’s back?” Jacqueline stood up as well.

However, she couldn’t see, so she didn’t know where they were. She was facing the wrong
direction.

“Why are both of you here?” Shane asked.

Jacqueline noticed the direction she was facing was wrong upon hearing Shane’s voice. She
swiftly turned to face him.

Despite doing so, she still couldn’t see anything with the bandage over her eyes.

“I sent Jacqueline back,” Jackson answered as he shrugged his shoulder.

Natalie gazed at Jacqueline. “Ms. Graham, the bandage is still covering your eyes. Are you
sure you can leave the hospital?”

Natalie thought Jacqueline would stay at the hospital until the bandage was removed.

Because it would be month-end by that time, and the Gunn family would also be picking
Jacqueline up. Natalie didn’t think Jacqueline would return so early.

Jackson noticed Natalie wasn’t welcoming towards Jacqueline. He touched his nose
guiltily.



He could understand how Natalie felt.

After all, being Shane’s wife, how could she tolerate Shane’s admirer staying in her house?

However, he had no choice.

“Jacqueline is doing very well, so he can rest at home now and return to the hospital during
month-end to remove her bandage,” Jackson chuckled.

Natalie kept silent, then took her children upstairs.

Jacqueline heard footsteps leaving the living room. She guessed they belonged to Natalie.
“Shane, Jackie, I shouldn’t have come back, right? Ms. Smith doesn’t seem too happy.”

Jackson sighed seeing her like that.

He knew that she shouldn’t have returned, but she had insisted for him to send her back. So
he couldn’t say much.

He could only pat Jacqueline’s shoulder and tried to comfort her. “Don’t think so much. Ms.
Smith is not upset.”

“But-” Jacqueline wanted to add further but was interrupted by Shane. “Stop it.”

Jacqueline instantly kept quiet.

Shane massaged his forehead. “Mrs. Wilson, please help Jacqueline to her room.”

“Sure.” Mrs. Wilson approached to help Jacqueline.

Jacqueline didn’t want to leave, yet she didn’t dare to defy him. At last, she unwillingly went
upstairs.
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Soon, only Shane and Jackson remained in the living room.

Jackson coughed, “Do you have something to tell me?”

“Haven’t I told you to keep Jacqueline at the hospital?” Shane narrowed his eyes at Jackson.

Shane wanted to put some distance between Natalie and Jacqueline because of the things
Jacqueline had done since moving in.

He had instructed Jackson to keep Jacqueline at the hospital till next month, seeing as she
needed surgery for her eyes. He would ask Mr. Gunn to pick her up after holding a recovery
banquet for her.

However, Jackson didn’t follow his instruction.

Jackson knew he broke his promise to Shane. “I really wanted to keep her there, but I
couldn’t.”

“Did something happen?” Shane frowned.

Jackson let out a sigh, and his expression turned bitter. “Jacqueline didn’t want to stay at
the hospital. So when I wasn’t paying attention, she went to the Ophthalmology Department
to inquire if she’s free to leave the hospital. When she heard that she could, she had me
bring her here immediately.”

“And then?” Shane asked as his face turned dark.

Jackson massaged his temples. “I denied her. But she begged me, and I was worried about
her being reckless. So that was how she ended up here. I’m sorry, Shane.”



Shane focused his cold gaze on Jackson. “Do you know the problems you have brought to
my family by letting her come here?”

“I know. I can tell from Natalie’s attitude earlier.” Jackson smiled bitterly.

Jackson had regretted his action. Because if anything happened between Natalie and
Jacqueline again, he would be the cause of it.

But it was too late to regret now. Jacqueline was here already.

“Jackson, do you still love Jacqueline?” Shane asked abruptly, interrupting Jackson’s pity
party.

Jackson was baffled by his question. “Why do you ask me this suddenly?”

“Answer me!” Shane analyzed him.

Jackson’s eyes glinted. After a short pause, he nodded. “Yes, I do. Otherwise, I wouldn’t have
given in to her plead.”

“If so, do your best to woo her.” Shane took a sip of water.

Jackson almost bit his tongue at his comment. “Woo her?”

“Didn’t you say you love her?” Shane cast him a sideways glance.

Jackson fidgeted nervously. “I do! But I can’t because she already has someone she likes.”

Jackson lowered his eyes in dejected.

Shane pursed his lips into a thin line. “Does Jacqueline know you love her?”

“I don’t know.” Jackson shook his head. “I haven’t told her about my feelings yet. So I don’t
know if she knew about it.”

“If so, why not just tell her your feelings? If she knew, you might succeed,” Shane added
nonchalantly.



Jackson was persuaded but shook his head. “I can’t. The person Jacqueline loves is you.
Even if I confess to her, she will only reject me. Moreover, I don’t want to put her in a difficult
position and make her unhappy.”

That was his way of showing his love. By doing so, he hoped that she would always be
happy.

He didn’t want his feeling to be a nuisance to her.

Shane sneered, “You’re just lame. You don’t confess to her, nor are you bold enough to woo
her. And that is why you will never get her. The outcome might be different if you’re bolder.”

Jackson awkwardly rubbed his nose.

Fine. I admit that I’m timid when it comes to expressing my feelings.

But if I’m bolder, will Jacqueline agree to be with me?

Jackson started to consider deeply.

Shane heard footsteps coming down the stairs. When he shifted his gaze, he saw Natalie.
He set his glass on the coffee table. “Take your time to think about it. If you leave
Jacqueline to herself, who knows what she might become. That isn’t something you and I
could determine.”
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Jackson’s face turned serious, his hands on his thighs slowly balled into fists.

A few minutes later, he shot up. “Which is Jacqueline’s room?”

“On the second floor, the second room by the stairs,” Shane answered.



Jackson uttered his thanks and headed upstairs.

Shane’s right. If I leave Jacqueline to continue chasing after him, she might do something
crazy.

After all, she has done that twice.

I want to try and confess my feeling to her. Hopefully, she would give me a chance. And if
she does, things will change for the better for Shane, Natalie, and me.

Jackson quickened his pace.

However, when he passed Natalie, he halted briefly to apologize, “I’m sorry.”

He then continued his way up the stairs.

Natalie tilted her head puzzledly. “Why did he apologize to me?”

The corners of Shane’s mouth quirked up. “He was apologizing for bringing Jacqueline
here.”

“I see,” Natalie noted.

Even though Jackson knew it was wrong to bring Jacqueline here, he still did it anyway.

Does his apology even mean anything?

Natalie walked until she reached Shane’s side.

Shane tugged on her arm and pulled her into his embrace.

Natalie quietly lay her head on his chest. “Where is Dr. Baker rushing to?”

“To confess his feelings to Jacqueline.” Shane poured a glass of water for her.



Natalie almost choked as she sipped. She cast a look of disbelief at Shane. “What? He is
going to confess his feelings to her?”

She knew about how Jackson felt for Jacqueline. She also knew that Jackson was the
passive type. He wouldn’t confess if Jacqueline had someone she loved because he would
worry about being a trouble to her.

Nicely put, Jackson was the type of guy who was others before him. In other words, he was
a coward.

I never thought there would be a day when this coward would confess his feelings to
someone.

“What did you tell him?” Natalie held his cheeks and looked into his eyes.

She caught a glimpse of mirth in his eyes.

With her hands on her hips, she probed, “Hurry up and tell me. What have you told that
coward to make him confess to her?”

Listening to Natalie’s description of Jackson, mirth filled Shane’s eyes. “Coward? What a
fitting description. I told him…”

He summarized his whole conversation with Jackson.

Natalie gave him a thumbs up. “Impressive! But are you serious about setting up Dr. Baker
with Ms. Graham?”

“Jackson would treat her well. He’s gentle and would tolerate her. So he would be perfect for
her,” Jackson replied.

Natalie thought that Jackson deserved someone better than Jacqueline.

But since Jackson liked Jacqueline, there was nothing she could say.

“I hope Dr. Baker could succeed.” Natalie glanced at the floor above.

But deep inside, she thought that Jackson would fail.



Jacqueline only has eyes for Shane.

Natalie peeked at Shane as she wondered. There was a slight bitterness and pride in her
eyes.

She was proud that her man was so outstanding.

But she was bitter that he attracted many women’s attention because of it.

Shane noticed Natalie’s gaze and arched a brow. “What’s wrong?”

“Nothing.” Natalie shrugged her shoulder. She planned to keep her thoughts to herself.

Shane didn’t push her further at her resistance to speak.

Natalie continued sipping the water. The moisture wetted her red lips, adding a layer of
shine, making her lips more attractive.

Shane’s eyes darkened. He gently held her chin and turned her head towards him. Then, his
lips met with hers.
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Being caught off guard by his kiss, Natalie didn’t manage to swallow the water she sipped.

When his tongue pushed into her mouth, the water started to flow out from the side of her
mouth as she was unable to hold her mouth closed. It wetted her dress and his pants.

However, he didn’t release her. Instead, he stirred the liquid with his tongue and slowly drank
it, sharing some with her.

“You…” Natalie pushed him away, flushed red. She was about to speak when she heard
some movement coming from the second floor.



Natalie could only swallow her words as she raised her head to look.

She had an unbelievable conjecture when she saw how Jackson came down excitedly with
a joyous expression.

It can’t be that Jacqueline had accepted his feelings?

“Dr. Baker.” Natalie took a seat beside Shane as she greeted Jackson.

Jackson stopped and looked over. He waved when he noticed it was Shane and Natalie.
“Why are the both of you here?”

Natalie was bewildered by his sudden change of mood. Shane narrowed his eyes at him.

Natalie gave Jackson a suspicious glance. “Well, this is our home. Dr. Baker, are you okay?”

Has he lost his mind from the excitement?

Jackson smacked his forehead at Natalie’s reply. “Sorry about that. I have a poor memory. I
forgot that this isn’t the hospital.”

“It’s all right.” Natalie shook her head, then stared at him intensely. “Dr. Baker, I noticed
you’re happy. Did you succeed?”

She pointed upwards.

Shane was waiting for Jackson’s reply as well.

Jackson rubbed his face as if he was embarrassed and muttered a yes under his breath.

I can’t believe he succeeded.

Despite having prepared mentally, she still couldn’t contain her surprise at his confirmation.

Jacqueline has actually accepted Jackson.



It happened so smoothly that it felt unrealistic.

Also, Jacqueline only has eyes for Shane. Despite declaring that she would let him go, she
never did. Now, she has even accepted Jackson’s feelings just like that. However, I’m not
sure if she has some hidden agendas.

Natalie frowned as she pondered.

Shane merely congratulated Jackson.

Natalie still felt that it was strange, but she kept her suspicions and congratulated Jackson.
“Dr. Baker, I wish you and Ms. Graham happiness.”

“Thank you. Jacqueline and I will buy both of you a meal later.” Jackson adjusted his
glasses.

Shane nodded.

Jackson excused himself and left.

There was some bounce in his steps as he left. He almost ran into the side of the porch.

Does he have to be so happy that he got together with Jacqueline?

Natalie rubbed her arms to ward off the goosebumps.

After a while, she stopped and glanced at the second floor.

It doesn’t matter if she is serious about being with Jackson or she has some hidden
agendas. It’s a fact that both of them are together now.

If so, Jacqueline will stop being hung up on Shane. Unless she wants to offend both the
men.

I believe Jacqueline is smart enough not to do that.

During dinner, Natalie glanced at Jacqueline. “Ms. Graham, congratulation on starting a new
page with Dr. Baker.”



“Thank you.” Jacqueline smiled.

Natalie was analyzing Jacqueline’s every gesture. Noticing Jacqueline’s sincere smile, the
former started to have some suspicions. Jacqueline seems sincere about being with
Jackson.

How else could she smile so naturally?

“Ms. Smith, are you staring at me?” Jacqueline set her fork down as she felt Natalie’s stare.

Natalie smiled. “I’m sorry, Ms. Graham. I was merely curious as to the reason you suddenly
agreed to be with Dr. Baker. We are well aware that the person you like is Shane.”

Natalie cast Shane a glimpse.
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He did not expect that she would suddenly mention him, so he looked up at her.

However, Jacqueline could not see their actions. She lowered her head and replied shyly,
“Yeah, I do like Shane. To me, he’s like a big tree that can protect me from anything. That’s
why I’ve never gotten over him. But today, Jackie confessed to me. Only then did I know that
he’d always loved me.”

Natalie narrowed her eyes and asked, “So you didn’t know Dr. Baker’s feelings for you in the
past?”

Jacqueline shook her head. “I didn’t. Jackie never showed it to me. I thought he treated me
well because we were childhood friends.”



“Since you don’t like Dr. Baker, why’d you still agree to be with him then?” Natalie then asked
again.

In reality, Shane wanted to know the reason as well.

Although he had asked Jackson to confess, he never thought that Jackson would be
successful that quickly.

Thus, he was indeed curious about the reason behind that.

“It’s simple. Jackie said he would protect me as well next time. Since I can’t be with Shane,
I’ve to choose Jackie. Although I don’t like him now, I’ll do my best to slowly fall in love with
him.”

She spoke with a firm expression. As a result, one could not tell whether she was speaking
the truth.

Nevertheless, Natalie did not want to guess either. She had some soup, then said softly,
“You’d better do as you say then, Ms. Graham. Don’t have any other intentions, or you’ll lose
the person you love the most. If that happens, you’ll definitely lose more than you’ve gained.”

Jacqueline recognized the warning in her words. However, she did not get angry and instead
smiled and nodded. She replied, “I know.”

Just like that, dinner ended.

Afterward, Shane held onto Natalie as they headed back to the room.

She lay on the bed and stared at the ceiling. “Darling, do you think Ms. Graham and Dr. Baker
will be happy together?”

She was very shocked at what happened that night.

She loved Shane so much that she repeatedly targeted me. But, she has actually agreed to
date someone else now? It certainly was surprising news.



“Their affairs have nothing to do with us. I know we’ll be happy,” he replied, leaning over to
press her body down.

She rolled her eyes. “Okay, get up.”

However, he did not move.

She then pushed him. “Hurry and get up. I want to take a shower.”

“What a coincidence. I want to do that too. Let’s shower together.”

Then, as soon as he was done speaking, he pulled her up and walked toward the bathroom.

Once Natalie saw his action, she knew what he wanted to do. Thus, she held onto her
forehead, feeling dumbfounded.

However, she did not refuse him. After all, lovers had to mutually make concessions and
love each other.

After all, he had done so much for her and provided her with a lot of help. She could not help
him in terms of work and money. Thus, she could only treat him a little better for such a
thing.

They went at it throughout the night.

The next day, she rubbed her aching back as she walked downstairs. Just then, she noticed
Jacqueline sitting on the sofa and talking on the phone.

Hearing her say “Jackie,” Natalie immediately understood that she was calling Jackson.

She could not help but raise her eyebrows.

They’d only been together for one night. Is their relationship already so good that they’re
talking on the phone so early in the morning?

One had to know that before they got together, Natalie hardly ever saw Jacqueline call
Jackson.



Not wanting to disturb Jacqueline, she quickly walked away.

After breakfast, she took her two children out.

Only after she sent them to kindergarten did she head to the company.

Just as she arrived at the company, Lina grabbed Natalie’s hand and dragged her toward the
elevator.

As they ran, Natalie almost sprained her ankle along the way.

Fortunately, Lina stopped just in time to avoid that tragedy.

In the elevator, Natalie panted slightly and asked, “Why’re you in such a hurry? I just got here
and didn’t even put down my bag yet, but you already pulled me to the elevator.”

“I want to take you to meet someone,” Lina replied as she tidied her hair.


