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Chapter 279 We Need Some Time Apart

I dialed Aaron’s number. I felt anxious when I heard the beeping sound, fearing that he forgot
to bring his phone or didn’t hear the phone ringing.

Fortunately, a few seconds later, he picked it up.

“Eveline?”

It was a bit noisy at the other end of the line. I even heard Felix calling out to Derek in the
background. I held my phone and asked Aaron, “Can you go somewhere quieter?” “Sure.
Hold on,” he said. A moment later, silence ensued at the other end of the line. “So, what’s
up?” asked Aaron.

I wetted my dry lips and said, “Aaron, can you tell me where your grandfather lives?” “Hang
on… Where exactly are you right now?” he answered. “I’m at Qinben Bus Station.”
Afterwards, I added, “Don’t tell Derek. Please.” Aaron didn’t ask me why I was there. “It’s
really cold outside. Go to the waiting room for the time being. I’ll be right there. Just stay
put, okay?” There wasn’t anyone in the large waiting room, but it was warmer than being
outside. I thought that I would have to wait until ten in the evening, but Aaron appeared at
the door of the waiting room around nine.

He took off his coat and put it on me without even saying a word. “Did you take a plane?
How did you get here so fast?” I remarked.

Aaron chuckled. “I’m a very good driver.”

Now that we were inside his car, he turned on the air conditioner. I felt much warmer
immediately, so I took off his
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coat.

“So, what happened? Did you and Derek fight?” Aaron asked while we were on the way to his
grandfather’s house.

After a moment of pondering, I answered, “I think he and I need some time apart.”

“Derek is in a horrible mood today. He didn’t even listen to me when I told him not to drink. I
was about to call you, but I was surprised that you called me first,” he replied. My heart
skipped a beat. I couldn’t believe that the first thing that I thought of was Derek’s bad
stomach. About half an hour later, we arrived at the house of Derek’s grandfather-James
Sullivan.

It seemed that he had already fallen asleep before we got there, but he was awakened when
we knocked on the door. Moments later, he came to open the door for us. Based on the look
on his face, the old man seemed surprise to see us here. “Eveline, Aaron! What brings you
two here?”

“Uh, Grandpa, it’s really cold out here. Do you mind letting us in first?” Aaron suggested. With
that, James let us in at once.

I told the old man that I had to call Aaron when I got lost at Qinben Bus Station, hoping that
he wouldn’t tell Derek that I was here.

Given that James was a clever, experienced man, he realized that something was wrong
immediately. He smiled at me and said, “Did you have a fight with Derek?” Since I wasn’t
responding, he added, “Don’t worry. I won’t tell him you’re here. You’re welcome to stay here.
Let that brat search for you in every corner of the world! Haha!” His words made me wonder
if Derek would actually look for me. Honestly, I wasn’t sure.  I wasn’t even certain if I was
that important to him. Derek once told me that he wasn’t afraid that I’d do something stupid,
because he was certain that I would never do them. Therefore, he probably wouldn’t worry
about me as much as he worried about Becky Naturally, I didn’t run away from home just to
make Derek worry. I just wanted to be alone. So many things had happened in the past few
weeks, which left me no time to think about our relationship. In fact, my relationship with
Derek had been gradually changing since Becky showed up in our life.
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The foundation of our marriage wasn’t solid enough. It could collapse easily if a strong
enough wind blew against it. James brought me to the room that Derek and I slept in the
last time we were here.

Thinking back on that night, I realized that I had so many expectations for our future
marriage life at the time. And perhaps it was for that reason that I finally agreed to have sex
with him. But sadly, things didn’t go as I had hoped them to be.

I decided to turn off my phone and cut off all contact with him.
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Chapter 280 It’s Snowing

The following day, I noticed that Aaron had no intention of leaving the house. “Aren’t you
going to work?” I asked. Aaron was helping James clean the yard with a broom. When he
heard my question, he stopped to look at me and smiled. “I’m taking a few days off. People
aren’t machines, Eve, and I need time to readjust myself. It’ll be a good chance for me to get
some rest.” Because I had nothing better to do, I took out my examination materials. James
and Aaron were both doctors, so I figured I could ask them some questions that I didn’t
understand. Some said that people nowadays would die without their smartphones. I had
been experimenting on this theory for a while now, and I found that even without a
smartphone, people wouldn’t die. I just focused all my energy on studying every day. And
once I got tired of that, I would cultivate some flowers along with James and I would listen
to him discuss floriculture. In other times, I would watch him and Aaron play chess. In all
honesty, I kind of liked this routine. Without the Internet, I could spend more time doing
things with people. My life was moving at a slower pace, and it was much simpler than
before. I could tell that James was very fond of Aaron, but he treated Derek so differently.
There were times that he could be quite hard on Derek. It was normal for elders to prefer
obedient children. Aaron was gentle and kindhearted. Perhaps the reason James doted on
Aaron the most was because the latter followed in James’ footsteps to become an
excellent doctor. To top it off, Aaron managed to make great strides in the field of medicine.
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So, it wasn’t that surprising that James was quite proud of him. Derek, on the other hand,
must’ve been an unruly child back when he was younger. Despite how smart and gifted he
was, I was sure that he must’ve been a pain in the ass. During my fifth day of staying in
Qinben, I opened my eyes to a beautiful morning. The first thing I saw was a vast expanse of
snowy land, just outside the window. Oh, how I loved snowy days! Even though I could see
snow every winter, the first snowfall of each year was the most exciting one of all. Both
Aaron and I agreed to James’ suggestion to eat hotpot and enjoy the nice weather. During
winter, hotpots were the best choice of meal. We would sweat and feel warm while eating
them. Aaron and I planned to buy some ingredients, but it was difficult to go out during
snowy days. James told us that he would just call someone to bring us some food here
later. While Aaron was preparing the soup base, I washed the vegetables. By the time I was
almost done, I heard someone knocking on the door. At this time, James was sitting on a
chair, listening to the radio. He said that it was probably the delivery guy that would bring us
the ingredients, and told me to open the door. The moment I opened the door, I was
stunned. I The delivery guy was here and he was so handsome. It turned out that the
delivery guy was Derek, and he had several heavy bags with him. Our eyes met, and we were
both rooted to the spot.. After a moment of being shocked, I managed to compose myself. I
guessed that it was either Aaron or James who sold me out. I was actually weirded out by
how I felt right now. Back when I left home, I was so angry that I wanted to explode. But now
that a few days had passed already, my anger had all but dissipated. Now that I was looking
at Derek’s face, I realized that I actually missed him. I lowered my head to hide my emotions,
and took the bags over.   “Thanks for delivering these. You can go ahead and leave now.” I
put down the bags and tried to close the door, but Derek used his arms to prevent me from
closing it. Annoyed, I stared at him, but he just looked back at me with a smirk on his face.
“It’s very cold outside. Do you really have the heart to shut me out here?” The sound of
Derek’s voice made it seem like he was pleading. “It’s not that easy to deliver food on a
snowy day. Just let him in, Eveline, so he could warm himself up a little,” said James. When I
turned around, I found the old man still sitting on the cane chair with a radio in his arms. He
then looked at Derek’s expression and took pleasure in his misfortune. It was as if the old
man was saying “Karma is real, boy!” Since James was the one who said it, I had no right to
shut his grandson out. Thus, I loosened my grip and was about to pick up the bags.
However, Derek took them before I could. “They’re heavy. Let me do it.” . . Since he offered to
help me, I didn’t refuse him. I just turned around and went back to the kitchen. After greeting
his grandfather, Derek brought the groceries to the kitchen.
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