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Chapter 531 Black Forest Cake

Sonia then flipped open a document and started burying herself in work. Later that
afternoon, she told Charles that she was going to meet up with Toby to return him the
jewelry, so she got into her car and left Paradigm Co. for the Fuller Group.

It was already 1.00 PM by the time she arrived, and she stepped right through the entrance
before she saw Tom walking in her direction. “Hello, Miss Reed.”

“Hi, Tom,” Sonia replied with a smile.

“President Fuller sent me to take you to the office.” Tom stood aside, extending his arm to
show her the way.

“How did he know I'm here?” Sonia appeared to be surprised. Although she did mention she
was going to drop by in the afternoon earlier that morning, she didn't tell Toby the exact
time. Therefore, she had no idea how Toby came to know that she had arrived and ordered
Tom to collect her.

Tom adjusted his glasses and explained, “Oh, President Fuller mentioned that you'd be
coming in the afternoon, so | was told to wait for you here.”

“I see.” Sonia nodded in confusion. “Then, you must have been waiting for a long time.”
Flattered by Toby's decision to have Tom wait for her so early, she reckoned his sincerity
deserved her appreciation.

“Well, not really. I just came down here about ten minutes ago. Anyway, Miss Reed, let's get
going, shall we?” Tom asked, to which Sonia responded with an affirmative hum. “Yes,
please.”

Both of them then made their way to the elevator that was meant for Toby to use. As they
passed by the lobby, their presence drew the attention of the crowd around them. Some who

knew Sonia didn't seem to be surprised about her arrival, considering the partnership
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between the Fuller Group and Paradigm Co. Thus, they believed Sonia was probably there to
discuss some business with Toby. However, those who didn’'t know her were seen with their
mouths wide agape as they began to gossip in murmurs.

After all, since Tom was Toby's personal assistant, they didn't think he would send him to
receive a random visitor unless it was someone important to him. Otherwise, he would have
sent his secretary or some other assistant to receive the visitor. At that moment, they all
couldn't help but wonder who Sonia was and why Toby had to get Tom to personally receive
her. Who is she? Why does Mr. Brown have to personally receive her?

In the meantime, Sonia could sense the strange eyes on her from everybody else, but
nonetheless, she appeared to be indifferent toward their dramatic reactions, as she didn't
even bother to look at them. To her, she couldn’t care less about their judgment and
opinions, since they were not going to do her any harm anyway.

| can't control what people think about me, so they can look at me however they want.

One minute later, both of them arrived at Toby’s office, whereupon Tom opened the door and
invited her in with his arm stretching out. “Please come in, Miss Reed.”

“Thank you.” Sonia expressed her gratitude politely and stepped into the office, only to see
no signs of Toby. She then stopped in her tracks and looked back at Tom. “Where is
President Fuller?”

“President Fuller is currently in the middle of a meeting right now, but he'll be here in a few
moments. So, please take a seat while waiting for him. Can | get you a little something to
drink?” Tom showed Sonia the way to the couch.

Sonia sat down on the couch. “I'm fine with anything, so why don’t you make the call? I'm
not fussy anyway.”

“I'll make some tea, perhaps. Please bear with me for a moment, Miss Reed,” Tom said.
“Sure.” Sonia nodded.

As soon as Tom excused himself, Sonia put her purse down on the table in front of her and
reached for her cell phone in it. Then, she saw a notification popping up on her phone
screen, catching her attention. “The Stryder Family is under investigation?” Sonia
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immediately sat up straight and opened up the notification to view it, only to realize it was a
news report about the Stryder Family’s detention.

When Sonia learned that the authority had launched an investigation on the properties the
Stryder Family owned, she curled her lips and sneered. Deep down, she didn't feel surprised
about the news at all, knowing that the Stryder Family would soon have what was coming to
them.

Ever since Melody was arrested, it was only a matter of time that the police would publish
the news across Seafield, especially after her confession about being Tina’s accomplice and
the murderer responsible for the death of Peter’s first love. After all, Melody was from the
Stryder Family, which was highly respected and revered by society.

Therefore, when the prestigious family’s black sheep was found to be a murderer who took
an innocent life and obstructed justice by assisting a criminal’s escape, the Stryders
inevitably became the center of the spotlight throughout the entire nation. For that, the law
enforcement unit was pressured to run a thorough investigation on the Stryder Family.

After all, Melody’s wrongful actions reflected her upbringing in the Stryder Family, putting
her other family members in a bad light. Therefore, the authority had no choice but to
involve Melody’s family in the investigation in order to appease the public’s wrath.

Thanks to Melody’s previous interference with Seafield’s political affairs, the Stryder Family
still struggled with the repercussions that followed her selfish act. However, things only took
a turn for the worse when Melody’s unlawful actions doomed the Stryder Family’s future and
sealed its fate. Thus, Sonia believed that Melody’s parents must have regretted having a
daughter like her.

“Am | seeing a smile on your face? What are you reading?” Toby opened the door and
walked into his office with Tom, who was holding a tray in his hands, just when Sonia was
skimming through the comment section of the news.

Sonia put away her phone and looked up. “I was just reading a news report about the
Stryder Family. They're currently under a criminal investigation.”

Toby jutted his chin. “Oh, so that was what put a smile on your face, but | guess that'’s
something that calls for a celebration.”
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“You knew?” Sonia looked at the man.
“Yeah. For a while now, | guess.” Toby walked closer to the lady and sat down opposite her.

“Miss Reed, here is your black tea and Black Forest cake. | hope it's to your liking.” Tom
moved to the coffee table to serve Sonia what was on the tray.

“Thank you.” Sonia nodded.

“You're welcome. Actually, it was President Fuller who told me to prepare it. So, if you want
to thank someone, thank him.” Tom placed a cup of coffee in front of Toby.

“Did you prepare all this for me?” Sonia gazed at Toby with a surprised look on his face.

With an affirmative hum, Toby replied, “I know you have a sweet tooth, so | sent someone to
buy some.”

In the meantime, Tom let out a sigh on the inside because he previously didn't know that the
cake was meant for Sonia. A month ago, Toby suddenly ordered someone to prepare a
luxury cake in the refrigerator without any specific request about its type. While Tom initially
thought that Toby had cravings for cakes, he quickly dismissed that thought because he had
never seen Toby eating one.

Therefore, he quietly observed his superior with confusion, unable to understand why he
would have someone prepare a cake and throw it away before he left work, only to repeat
the same process the next day.

As time went on, Tom wondered whether Toby was out of his mind until one day, about a
month ago, when he overheard his boss talking. It was then that he realized Sonia had a
sweet tooth and that the cake was meant for her.

Miss Reed may or may not come often, but President Fuller still prepares the cake every day,
rain or shine, so that he won't miss his chance to let her taste it when she really visits. Thus,
| must say that I'm impressed by his tenacity.

On the other hand, Sonia, who had no idea about the cake’s origin, only fixed her eyes on the
cake with complicated emotions on the inside.
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At the same time, Toby noticed her silent stare and guessed she didn't like it, so he asked
with a tense look on his face, “Don't you like the cake?”

“No.” Sonia shook her head. “I'm just a little flattered. Thanks."

“No big deal. It's just a piece of cake anyway. In fact, whoever receives you elsewhere would
probably do the same thing as | do, so there is no need to be so tense,” Toby replied despite
his fear that Sonia wouldn’t want to eat the cake just because he was the one who prepared
it.

“No, I'm not tense. Like you said, it’s just a piece of cake, so I'm totally cool.” Sonia smiled.

Initially nervous, Toby soon heaved a sigh of relief and curled his lips upward. “Good to
know that. Why don't you take a bite and tell me how it tastes?”
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Chapter 532 A Close Call

“Sure.” Sonia nodded as she grabbed a fork and sliced the Black Forest cake before putting
it into her mouth. With the soft texture and sweetness, the cake tasted so delicious that
Sonia lost herself in it while her eyes curled upward like a smile.

“It looks like you love it a lot,” Toby commented with a smile upon noticing Sonia’s reaction.
“Well, the taste is indeed not bad.” Sonia gave her compliment.

Toby held his cup of coffee in the air and said, “Glad to hear that. | have a few more right
here, so you could take them away if you want.”
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“Thanks then,” Sonia replied and took a sip of her black tea. Deep down, she couldn't deny
how much she loved the cake, so she reckoned she might as well take a few more slices of
it since she had already eaten one. After finishing the cake on her plate, she put it down and
grabbed the bag beside her before handing it over to Toby. “This is the jewelry you gave me.
Thank you so much.”

“No worries.” Toby received the bag and gave it to Tom. “Please take care of it.”
“Sure, President Fuller.” Tom nodded and took the bag to the lounge, where there was a safe.

Watching as Tom walked away, Sonia asked, “Are you sure you don’t want to examine it?
Aren't you afraid that I'd substitute it with a counterfeit?”

“No need for that. | don't think you'd do that either.” Toby added while drinking his coffee,
“Furthermore, | wouldn't complain either, even if you did that.”

Meeting the man'’s sentimental eyes, Sonia felt her heart pounding even faster as she
couldn't help but keep her head down.

On the other hand, Toby let out a sigh, feeling dismayed at Sonia’s slight resistance,
although she had stopped rejecting his advances to woo her. After all, he couldn’t stop
wondering when she would ever realize she was already in love with him if she continued to
fight her emotions and resist his advances. Ugh, man! | wish | could just tell her everything
and ignore the fact that it may backfire.

While Toby was caught up in his thoughts, Sonia’s phone suddenly rang. She then reached
for her phone in her purse and realized it was a call from her secretary, Daphne. Thus, she
chuckled at Toby in embarrassment. “Excuse me, President Fuller. I'd like to answer this
phone call”

“Sure.” Toby nodded.

Sonia slid across her phone screen to answer the call, whereupon she put it to her ear.
“Hello.”

“President Reed, | found something about the car license plate number that you told me to
investigate earlier,’ Daphne answered.
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Sonia sat upright and asked, “What did you find? Who is the owner of the car? Is there
anything fishy about it?”

The owner of the car? Toby pricked up his ears and put down his cup of coffee while staring
at her. What's going on? Is she in some kind of trouble?

“The owner is just a normal civilian who has been using the car for years, so everything
seems fine here,” Daphne replied while skimming through her results.

“Alright, | heard you.” Sonia nodded when she heard her secretary’s reply. She then put her
phone away and heaved a sigh of relief with her mind put to ease. It looks like the driver who
happened to be going the same way as we did this morning is just a normal civilian. Well, |
guess | can rest assured now knowing that he wasn't actually tailing us.

Noticing Sonia's relief, Toby squinted and asked in a concerned manner, “What happened?”
“Oh, it's no big deal, but it's already dealt with anyway.” Sonia smiled faintly.

“Oh, good to know that. If anything serious happens, you can always come to me, and I'll
take care of it for you.” Toby jutted his chin.

“Sure.” Sonia nodded, but Toby could tell how perfunctory her answer sounded.

“Alright, President Fuller. It's getting late, so | should get going now. After all, I'm needed at
the construction site by 3 PM later.” Sonia lifted her arm and looked at the watch on her
wrist as she stood up. In fact, she hadn’t been to her plant at all, even though it had already
been built for months.

Meanwhile, the construction team gave Daphne a call earlier and told her that they had
finished building the plant. Thus, they requested someone to examine and inspect the place
upon completion so that any amendments could be brought up and carried out. For that,
Sonia decided to pay a visit to the plant.

“Sure, I'll see you out, perhaps.” Toby rose from his seat. Although he wanted Sonia to stay
for a while more, he didn't really have a reason to convince her. Nonetheless, he was glad
that she didn't resist his advances, so he could find an excuse to see her any time he
wanted, unlike his previous experience.
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On the other hand, Sonia didn't reject Toby’s offer to see her out as she smiled and nodded
in agreement.

Then, Toby looked at his assistant, who had just come back from the lounge after putting
away the jewelry, and gave him an instruction. “Please pack the cake in the refrigerator.”

“Sure,” Tom replied with an affirmative hum and went on to do as he was instructed. Soon,
he returned with a delicate box, which Toby took and handed over to Sonia.

“Thank you.” Sonia took the box.

“Don’t mention it. Your love for the cake is the best way of showing your gratitude to me.”
Toby looked at her, speaking with a hoarse voice.

The next moment, Sonia’s ears blushed as she kept her head down without saying a single
word.

In the meantime, Toby sensed her embarrassment and chuckled before he changed the
subject. “Let’s go.” Then, Sonia followed him out of the office and headed toward the
elevator. When they got there, Toby pushed the button to open the elevator door. “Where did
you park your car, by the way?”

“The junction near your company’s entrance,” Sonia answered with the cake in her hand. In
fact, she parked her car there because she spotted a vacant lot there when she arrived.

While Toby nodded his head to show his acknowledgment, the elevator arrived. Then, he
chivalrously invited her to step into the elevator before he did, as Tom followed right behind
to make sure the elevator door was closed.

As the elevator descended, the confined space was shrouded by silence, with neither of
them speaking a word to the other. It wasn't until they stepped out of the elevator that Sonia
broke the silence and said, “I'll see you soon, so you should probably get back inside,
President Fuller”

“No worries. I'll leave once you get into your car,” Toby said with one hand in his pocket.

Noticing Toby's insistence, Sonia silently gave in and reached for the car keys to unlock her
car door. “Alright, I'll make a move now. See you!” She waved her hand at the man.
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“See you.” Toby responded with an affirmative hum.

When Sonia opened the car door and was about to enter the vehicle, a speeding car could
be heard charging from behind. As Toby looked up, he saw a black car of a Japanese brand
traveling in their direction at an unusually high speed. Sensing the driver’s intent to run over
them, Toby appeared to be shocked as he quickly seized Sonia’s arm and pulled her
backward.

“Watch out!” Toby shouted with an intense voice.

“What's wrong?” Sonia was jerked by the man to the side before she could understand what
had happened. However, she also didn't manage to hold her cake tightly as it fell onto the
floor. At the same time, Sonia collapsed into Toby’s arms while both of them turned around
in a circle with the man'’s arm around her waist. Then, both of them fell down onto the
ground and rolled out of the way just before the car could run over them.

In the meantime, Tina was frustrated with Toby’s swift reaction because he not only
managed to dodge her car but also save Sonia’s life at the same time. As she watched her
chance slip through her fingers, her face twisted in malicious horror. “Goddamn it!” Tina
thumped the steering wheel and set her eyes on the man and the lady outside her car
window, gritting her teeth. In fact, she had been tailing Sonia all the way there while waiting
for an opportunity to hit her and run.

However, when Toby showed up as well, she was gleeful that luck was on her side. While
Tina believed she could only find peace in Sonia’s death, her love for Toby had grown into a
grudgeful hatred. Thus, she could never bring herself to forgive him.
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