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The baby was in an incubator in the intensive care unit with a dedicated nurse looking after
him

The intensive care unit was a sterile environment.

Under normal circumstances, premature babies were not allowed visitors.

However, Elliot’s status was special.

Once he entered the neonatal unit, the nurse disinfected him, helped him into a sterile suit,
then led him into the intensive care unit.

“Your son’s overall condition is looking pretty good, Mr.
Foster.

He's just got some respiratory distress... This is normal for premature babies, so you don't
need to worry about it too much,” explained the nurse.

Elliot already found out about the baby’s condition from the doctor earlier that afternoon, so
he was not too worried.

He gazed at his son through the incubator.

The baby was wrapped up in a swaddle while an oxygen tube was connected to his nose.
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With his eyes closed and without moving a muscle, he looked like he was asleep.
Elliot’s eyes instantly filled with tears.

The baby would not have to suffer like this if he was born at full term.

He did not blame Avery.

She had suffered through eight months of pain since she got pregnant.

The torture that she had to endure during that time was severe than Tammy’s abduction.
It was already an impressive feat for her to carry the baby for eight months.

The person he hated was the one behind the pain and suffering.

This was also the reason why he attacked Chelsea earlier that night.

Elliot did not lose control of his emotions at the time.

He knew what he’s doing.

He despised Chelsea, and he has never bothered being reasonable toward those he
despised.

“The baby looks smaller right now, but he should grow a lot in the next month.
" The nurse comforted him when she saw the dejected look on his face.

“If he continues to develop well, he'll be able to go home in a month or so.

“Thank you for your hard work,” Elliot croaked.

“It's not hard.



We don't usually allow parents to visit here, but the director instructed us to bring you in
whenever you came by.

The disinfection is a little troublesome.
You may not be used to the smell of the disinfectant,” said the nurse.

“We'll send photos of the baby to you every day.

Elliot nodded his head.

At another hospital in the middle of the night, Chelsea was sobbing silently as she sat in the
lobby.

She was holding a bag of medication.

She had already seen a doctor CNVNFR>c gotten her pills, but she did not want to go home.
She could see the logo screen on the Sterling Group building from her apartment.

Her dream was to become Elliot Foster's woman and be the boss lady of Sterling Group.
However, that dream shattered to pieces tonight.

Elliot would never marry her.

Not only that, he would not even keep her by his side.

Now that he had a son, Sterling Group would belong to his son in the future.

She had turned into a completely useless pile of trash!

Chelsea sat in the hospital until two in the morning.

When she finally ran out of tears, she pulled out her phone and dialed a number.



The call was answered very quickly.
Chelsea sniffled and said, “I'm at the hospital Charlie.

Come get me.

“What are you playing at?

I'm abroad!

How am | supposed to pick you up?

" Charlie’s cold voice came through the phone.

Chelsea took a deep breath and tears rolled down her face once again.
Charlie quickly noticed that something was wrong.

“Why are you at the hospital?

What happened to you?
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“I got hit,” Chelsea said as she began to sob out loud.
“I see.

Was it Elliot?

e

Who else would dare lay a finger on me besides him?
" Chelsea lifted her head up slightly and refused to let her tears fall.
“Do you feel like calling me stupid?

If I hadn’t returned to his side, | wouldn't be suffering this kind of humiliation today.

“What's the point of regretting it?

People would just look down on you like that.
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" Charlie checked the time, then said, “Go home for now.

If you don't feel like going home, then stay at a hotel nearby.
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I'll book a flight home right away.

“I want to give up, Charlie.
" Chelsea was exhausted.
“He almost killed me tonight.

| don't want to give him anything anymore, even if it's a single teardrop... He's not worthy!

Charlie teased, “How many times have you said those words before?

You won't give up until your life is in his hands.

“It's for real this time... He's got a son now.

He doesn't need me at all anymore.

“Get some rest for now, Chelsea.
" On the phone, Charlie’s tone was calm.
“I came across an important piece of information recently.

I'll tell you about it when | get back.

The next morning, Avery was feeling much better after a good night's sleep.



The pain had reduced significantly.

After she took her morning medication, Elliot helped her off the bed.

“You don't need to rush getting out of bed if you're hurting.

" His heart ached when he saw her wince in pain.

“The earlier | get out of bed, the earlier I'll recover.

[ think | left my phone at home.

Could you get someone to bring it over for me?

" Avery wanted to leave the hospital as soon as possible and go see Tammy.
“Has Tammy woken up?

How is she?

| want to talk to her.

Elliot held onto her, pondered for a moment, then said, “Her mental state isn't great right
now.

She’s never had to suffer before, after all.
Give her some time, Avery.

The doctor said that she shouldn't be triggered right now and needs to rest in peace and
quiet.

“I just want to talk to her.



| won't reigger her.

" Avery stopped in her tracks, then lifted her gaze at Elliot FKWKES=f said, “Is she severely
injured?

Look at me, Elliot!

Don't le to mel

After her surgery the day before, she was so weak and in pain from the wound that she did
not follow up on this matter.

“Her body will recover after a period of rest.

Her main issue is her mental state.

I'm not lying.

If you don't believe me, | can call Tammy’s mother and you can ask her,” Elliot said softly.
“Okay.

Please call her right now,” Avery requested.

Elliot dialed Mary Lynch’s number on his phone in front of Avery,

When the call was answered, he said, “Avery would like to speak to you, Aunt Mary.

Then, he handed the phone over to Avery.

Avery took the phone from him, then greeted Mary and asked, “How’s Tammy doing, Aunt
Mary?

I'm really worried about her.



“She’s doing alright.

She even asked about you after breakfast this morning!
Her mood is very low and she’s unwilling to talk to anyone.
I'll get her to call you once she's better,” answered Mary.
“Okay.

Please let me know once she gets better, Aunt Mary.

“I' will.
You just had a baby, so you should rest well.
I'll take care of Tammy.

Nobody will pick on her again.

“... Aunt Mary, I'm sorry.

| dragged Tammy into this,” Avery said as her eyes began to burn and tears rolled down her
cheeks.

Elliot pulled her into his arms and used his long fingers to gently wipe her tears away.
“How could you say that, Avery?
This had nothing to do with you.

You're Tammy's best friend, and | hope you will be best friends for life.



Don't tell these messy things affect

you.

“Don’t worry, Aunt Mary.

As long as Tammy doesn't give up, | will definitely be her best friend for life.

The phone call affected Avery’s mood.
She returned to the room and lay in bed.
Her eyes were blank while her thoughts were a chaotic mess.

When Elliot’s phone buzzed, he picked it up and saw a photo of the baby that the doctor had
sent.

“Take a look at our son, Avery.

" He roughly glanced at the photo, then handed his phone to Avery.
She took the phone and inspected the photo closely.

He finally had some color in him.

Elliot sat by the bed and watched along with her.

“Why does he have a rash on his face?

" Elliot frowned as he zoomed in on the photo.

“It wasn't there when | went to see him last night.
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Avery also noticed the rash on the baby’s face, but she was not particularly shocked.
“Babies have delicate skin, so they get rashes easily.

" She imparted her experience to Elliot.

“Hayden and Layla used to get rashes all the time before they turned one.

Some ointment usually does the trick.

Elliot was relieved.

“Premature babies would get little setbacks like this easier.

There was self-blame in Avery’s voice.

“It's fine as long as it's nothing serious,” Elliot comforted her.
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“He was sound asleep when | went to see him last night.

He might think he's still inside you!
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“He’s sleeping well because of lack of oxygen from the premature birth.

" Avery lifted her moistened eyes and said, “l won't let Chelsea Tierney get away with this,
Elliot.

Elliot responded and said, “She pushed the blame onto her cousin.

Nora’s already fled the country.

“How would Nora have the guts to do anything without Chelsea’s help?

“I know, Avery.

" He held her hand and said, “I've already sent people to search for Nora.

Once we find her, I'll make her spit out the truth.

Avery stared at Elliot blankly and said, “You're not still letting Chelsea stay at your company,
are you?

“I cut things off with her last night,” Ellliot said.

“She won't ever come looking for me again, unless she’s not afraid to die.



“She might just not be afraid of death,” Avery muttered softly.

“How could someone who's afraid to die make the same mistake over and over again?

“I'll make her wish come true, if that's the case.

" Elliot’'s tone was cold and indifferent, but his eyes were filled with tenderness as he gazed
at her.

Avery knew that people had many faces, but it was rare for someone to have two extremely
different faces like Elliot.

No matter which face he had on, she was deeply drawn to him.
A knock came from the door, and Elliot went to open it.
Wesley and Shea were standing on the other side.

Avery was in pain after her surgery the day before, so Wesley told Shea to wait until today to
come see her.

“I made some soup DLILAU-a brought it over for Avery, Big Brother.
" Shea showed off the food container she was holding to Elliot.
Elliot was surprised.

“You made it?

“That’s right.



Avery must have had a hard time giving birth to the baby, so | wanted to do something for
her.

" Shea's face lit up in a wide smile.

When Elliot noticed that her left index finger was bandaged up, he immediately held her
hand and said softly, “Don't do it again.

She'll be happy that you came to see her.

“It didn’t hurt, Big Brother.

" Shea retracted her hand as she continued to smile, then walked over to Avery with the food
container.

“Hey, Avery.

Wesley said you were in pain yesterday and told me not to bother you, so | only just came to
see you today.

“It doesn’t hurt anymore, Shea.
Don't worry about me.

" Avery watched as Shea opened up the food container and a mouth-watering scent wafted
from it.

“That smells amazing.

Did you make it?

“I did.



It's fish chowder.
Try it out.
" Shea scooped out a small bowl of soup and handed it to Avery.

“Wesley said it's better for you to have fish right now.

Avery took the bowl of soup and noticed Shea'’s index finger.

“Did you hurt your hand, Shea?

“It's nothing.

It's just a little wound.

Wesley just insisted on bandaging it up like this,” Shea said shyly.
“Try the soup and let me know how it tastes.

If it's good, I'll make it for you again tomorrow.

“I bet it's good if you made it, but | don’t want to see you get hurt.

“I'll be more careful next time.

" Shea sat down on a hair by the bed, then said, “I really want to see your baby, Avery, but
Wesley said that he needs to stay in an incubator right now and | can’t see him.



“Your brother has photos on his phone.

“Oh!

Show me the photos, Big Brother!

" Shea walked over to Ellliot and asked for his

phone.

Elliot pulled out his phone, picked out a few photos and handed it to her.

Shea took the phone and brought it over to Wesley so they could look together.
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Avery took a sip of soup.
It was delicious.

Shea was the one who made it, so the meaning behind it was more important than the
taste.

When she was operating on Shea, she never expected for her to recover to this extent.



“The fish chowder is pretty good, Elliot.

You should give it a try,” Avery said.

Elliot walked over to the table and poured himself a bowl of soup.
He took a sip.

The chowder tasted light and was not greasy at all.

It indeed tasted good.

His eyes landed on Shea.
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She had improved significantly since spending time with Wesley.
Perhaps he should let her try out the things she wanted to do, including learning to drive.
Meanwhile, at the Starry River Villa, Mike had taken a few days off work.

He could not take away Avery’s pain from childbirth, but he could take care of her house for
her.

In the day, while the kids were at school, he was working at home.
Chad came over for lunch at noon.

“Let’s go to see Avery at the hospital after we eat!

" he suggested.

“Sure.

Elliot asked me to bring Avery her phone.

" At this point, Mike changed the subject and said, “There’s a darknet organization in
Bridgedale.
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Chad was stunned.
“Darknet organization?
Every country has those, right?

| don't think this is a normal darknet.

" Mike lowered his voice and said, “It's possible that Nora was a ‘slave’ that Chelsea bought
from this dakrnet website.

Chad was speechless.
When Hayden was investigating Nora, he discovered that she visited a top secret website.

He hacked into the site and found that it was an underground organization dealing in human
trafficking.

" Mike was telling Chad all of this because he had a new breakthrough.
Chad picked up his glass of water and took a sip.
“That'’s horrifying!

| know about the darknet and underground organizations, but I've never come across any of
them in real life.

“Hahaha!
Would you like to see it?

" Mike raised his brows.



“I contacted one of the ‘owners’ there last night.
| sent him a photo of Avery and said | wanted a woman like that.

Guess what he said.

Chad focused all of his concentration on him DNnKFV:e guessed, “Don't tell me he was the
one who handled Nora?

Mike shook his head.
“Nora wasn't under him, but he knew that a woman who looked like Avery was sold.
None of them have names in there.

They use numbers.

Chad'’s hand tightened around his glass of water, and his expression turned heavy as he
said, ” If your guess is right, then Chelsea really is unforgivable!

“I'm looking for proof.
Once | have it, she can't argue anymore!

She's blaming the entire thing on Nora right now because nobody knows about the true
nature of their relationship.

“That'’s right.



The only worry is not being able to find evidence.
Chelsea is a particularly meticulous person.

My boss actually pays special attention to her.
She was too greedy.

She made it look like her goal was Mr.

Foster, but what she really wanted was the entire sterling Group.

“Give me a little more time.

I'll make sure to reveal her true colors.

" Mike was filled with confidence.

At the airport, once Chelsea found Charlie, the two of them hopped into a luxury car.
Charlie took off the cap on Chelsea’s head, and she instantly frowned.

A piece of her scalp was yanked off last night, so her head was bandaged.

Charlie’s expression was ominous as he asked, “He hit you this hard?

Chelsea swallowed her tears and said, “He probably would’ve beaten me to death last night
if somebody hadn't stopped him.

“I warned you and told you he wasn't normal, but you didn't believe me!



" Charlie lifted his chin slightly, then said, “I got to know the doctor that diagnosed him back
then.

He told me that Elliot Foster was indeed mentally ill
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Chelsea suffered a huge blow.
She could not accept this.

Did she actually lose her reason for a wackjob?

She would be a laughing stock if this got out!

It would make her look even crazier than someone with a mental illness!
“Even so, he's not the kind of nut case you find in mental hospitals!

" Chelsea forcibly defended Elliot.

“His illness didn't stop him from becoming the richest entrepreneur!

It also didn't stop him from having a child!

So what if he’s sick in the head?
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Charlie chuckled coldly at his sister’s faraway look, then said, “Call me the next time he
picks on you, Chelsea.

It's not a crime when someone with a mental disability commits murder.

Even if you end up dying by his hands, you had it coming!

“You say such horrible things!

“The truth is hard to listen to!

" Charlie adjusted his collar, then said ightly, “Don’t you think he'd care if this goes out?
If he didn't care, then why can’t you find anything about this online?

Why has he never mentioned this in public?

That's because he's scared!

He left school for a while after his father died.

Rumor had it that he was the one who killed his father... | think this is most likely true!

“Don’t spread things without proof, Charlie.
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Do you think his lawyers are a bunch of softies?

" Chelsea calmed herself down, then warned, “Whether or not he’s sick and whether or not
he's ever murdered someone has nothing to do with us.

I'm too scared to go looking for him again.

| need to come up with a new plan for my life.

“Come back to my side, Chelsea!
" Charlie said as he wrapped his arm around her shoulder.
" Why should someone as capable as you work for outsiders?

If you come and help me, I'll give you everything you want.

Chelsea frowned and said, “l don't want to stick around here, but | also can't leave just yet.
| refused to admit defeat!
I'm still so young!

| can still start over!

“Of course you can start over!

The doors of Trust Capital will always be open for you.



That morning, a company-wide announcement sparked heated discussions among the
employees at Sterling Group.

It was announced that the manager of the PR department, Chelsea Tierney, was terminated
AJSIAY?

b would never again be hired by the company.
Chelsea entered Sterling Group ever since she graduated from college.
Everyone could see how capable she was at her job.

Resides that her relationship with Elliot also became a hot topic of conversation between
employees.

Many guessed that she was Elliot's woman.

It was not official, but it was only a matter of time until she would become the boss lady of
Sterling Group.

Nobody expected the sudden appearance of a certain Avery Tate to toss Chelsea aside.

Now that Avery had given birth to Elliot's son, Chelsea was immediately terminated... It was
clear who was the future boss lady of Sterling Group.

“I think I'm going to miss Miss Tierney.

She always buys us snacks.

“I'm going to miss her, too.

She’s strict, but she’s really kind to us female employees.

“Do any of you know what happened behind the scenes?



Was Avery Tate the one who knocked her out of the picture?
Avery Tate isn't our boss lady yet!

How could she get involved in our company’s affairs?

Does she think she’s the queen just because she gave birth to a son?

“She gave birth to the boss'’s son.
Of course she’s the queen now!

You can fire whoever you want as well if you give the boss a son!

“D*mn it!

| have no idea why the boss would choose Avery Tate over Miss Tierney!

“I know why.

It's because Miss Tierney can’t have children, but Avery Tate can.

Everyone was engaging in heated discussion in the pantry.
Ben pushed the door open and walked in with a stern expression on his face.

“Chelsea Tierney was terminated because of a grave mistake.



It had nothing to do with Avery Tate.

Don't you think it's inappropriate to be gossiping like this about a woman who's just given
birth?

“Sorry, Mr.
Schaffer!

We just feel bad for Miss Tierney!

“Even so, you shouldn’t be speculating maliciously about Avery Tate.

" Ben continued assuredly, “Avery Tate has never involved herself in our company’s affairs.
Don't speak ill of her at the offie again.

You're all finished if Mr.

Foster hears about it!

Everyone lowered their heads.

“You'll get a new manager in a few days.

I'll be in charge of everything in the PR department before that,” said Ben.
“Also, | came here to distribute some candy.

I'm sure you've all heard

that Avery Tate's given birth to Mr.



Foster's son.

This is an incredibly happy occasion, so we should all celebrate together!

Everyone’s faces instantly broke into smiles.
“Will Mr.
Foster and Avery Tate get married, Mr.

Schaffer?



