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Jodie. This might work on other people, but you would only be making a

fool of yourself by doing this to Louis.”

Xyla took a look at Ryleigh and continued.” I refused to accept it when 1
learned that Louis had gotten engaged to her. Six years! For six years, I
had been trying to win over his heart, yet he still didn’t choose me in the
end. I need to know why. I need to know why he would rather choose her

over me.”
Ryleigh looked at Xyla.
Xyla gave her a smile and said, “I didn’t feel bad losing to Ryleigh.”

You guys come from a good family. You’re destined to have everything
you want the moment you are born, and you don’t even need to work
hard for it,” Jodie shouted hysterically. “But I'm different. If I want
something, I need to work for it. I don’t think I’m inferior to you rich
girls, but why does the world have to be so hard on me!?” Looking at
Jodie, who was crying and sobbing profusely, something crossed
Ryleigh’s eyes, and she said, “Can it be the same as what your parents
give you and what you get for yourself ? If I only knew how to ask for
something, it would be better for me to stay at home and be a rich lady at

home than to come here and get criticized by you.

“Putting our identity aside, both of us are the same. My family didn’t

help me, nor did Louis when I was applying for the music academy. You



think that you’re not inferior to us, but how can you be so sure that we’re
not as hardworking as you are ? If you want something, you need to work

for it. It’s the same for everyone. Why should people who live a
privileged and affluent life need to make compromises because your life
is hard ? Nobody in this world is living an easy life. Do you think those

cleaners, delivery men, and construction workers are living an easy life ?

Do you ever hear them complaining about anything ?”

Jodie suddenly stopped crying.

Ryleigh looked toward another side and added, “So what makes you

think that people born into a wealthy family won’t work harder than
you ?”

The wind blew through the branches, and a few flower petals dropped to

the grass.

After a long while of silence, Jodie suddenly gave a cold laugh, “Hah!
Don’t make me laugh, please. Even though I’ve put in so much effort, I
still couldn’t get what I wanted, so what makes you think you can

convince me that you’ve worked hard in just a few words ?”

Just when Ryleigh was about to say something, Xyla interrupted and said
sarcastically, “You tried your best to squeeze yourself into high society.
You sold your body and used everything you could to get yourself a man,
but do you know why you failed in the end ? That’ s because high society
is never short of smart women like you. You need more than just a pretty

face. Brain is a good thing, and I suggest you use it sometimes.”

Jodie’s face turned red and blue with embarrassment after Xyla
humiliated her. A smile then appeared on Xyla’s face as she said, “If you

had worked hard and had become a real ballerina or a pianist, you would

certainly attain more than you have right now.



Jodie’s body trembled, and she clenched her fists tightly.

Xyla walked closer to her and added, “I remember the music academy
had high hopes for you, but you were the one who let them down.
Weren’t those rich people willing to invest in your dance dream ? But

you, did you return the favor ?”
Jodie stumbled. Her legs gave way, and she fell to the floor,

Xyla looked downward at her, her face bereft of emotion. “You were the
one who put yourself in your current situation, and you still have the guts
to say that you’ve worked very hard for your dream ? Don’t make me

laugh, please! You decided to rest on your laurels, and you still want to

get recognition from people. Do you think everyone is blind ?”’

After that, she glanced at the few female instructors. “You chose the
wrong team, buttered up the wrong person, and refused to use your brains
to think over the situation yourself. Do you think you represent justice ?
No, you’re just idiots. Honestly, it’s the first time I’ve seen such
brainless people.” The few female instructors hemmed and hawed. They

felt embarrassed and humiliated at the same time.
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They knew they had stood up for the wrong person, and they felt too
embarrassed to stay here. Just when they were going to leave Jodie
behind and run away, Xyla called out to them. “Hold on a second. You
people were very aggressive just now when you were criticizing her, so
what now ? Is it that hard for you people to open your mouth and

apologize to her ?”



Seeing that they refused to apologize to her, Ryleigh said, “Forget about
it. I don’t need their apology.”

“That’s your business. They did the wrong thing, so they have to
apologize. If they can’t even apologize for what they’ve done wrong,

they might not be fit to be an instructor. In that case, I suggest they pack

their stuff and go home as they will only negatively influence the
students.”

No matter how reluctant those female instructors were, they could do

nothing but apologize to Ryleigh under Xyla’s oppression.

Ryleigh accepted their apology. Xyla pulled out a lipstick and freshened
up her makeup through the phone screen. “I m tired of talking so long.

I’m done, so I'm out of here.”

Xyla closed the cap of her lipstick and turned around. Ryleigh put Jodie
aside and chased her. “Wait...” Even though Xyla heard that Ryleigh was
calling for her, she did not stop. nor did she turn around. “You don’t have

to thank me. I didn’t do it for you.”

Ryleigh followed behind her and frowned.”

Why did you help me then ?”

She paused for a while before adding, “In any case, I still need to thank

29

you.

Even though she did not like Xyla, that latter did help her. She would feel
bad if she did not thank her. Xyla stopped in her tracks, turned around,

smiled at Ryleigh, and said, “You really want to thank me ?”

Ryleigh looked at her in confusion.



She put her hand under her chin and said meaningfully, “If you want to
thank me, why don’t you give Louis to me instead ?”” Ryleigh was
stunned. When she finally came around to her senses, she fought back.
“He 1s a human, and I can’t give him away like he’s an item. Besides,
we’re married, and you should try not to get him back.” Xyla chuckled
and said, “Who told you that I’'m going to get him back ? Do you think
Louis Lucas is the only man in this world ? He’s the stingiest and most
stubborn man I’ve ever met, and I have had enough of him. I’m not

going to give up my whole forest because of one crooked-neck tree.”

Ryleigh was shocked.

She momentarily thought a ghost or something had possessed Xyla.

Hadn’t she been hellbent on getting Louis back when she returned from
overseas ? How did she give up so soon ?

Xyla’s phone rang, and she picked it up.” I'm sorry, daring. Something
came up, and I had to get rid of it. I’ll go to meet you right away. Alright,
alright, I’ll buy you dinner to make it up for you, okay ? That’s decided

then.”

She hung up the call and put her phone back into her bag. “A matter of a

few hundred dollars at the cost of my appointment. I’'m out of here.”

Xyla left without turning her head back, leaving Ryleigh to stand frozen
stiff with a dumbfounded expression etched on her face. She still couldn’t
come around to her senses even after Xyla was gone in her car. Louis
came out of nowhere and said, “Now you believe that there’s nothing

between her and me ?”

Ryleigh was stumped. She turned her head around to look at Louis, who

was leaning against a wall, and asked, “She... Did she just call another



man “honey ? She has gotten over you so quickly ?”” Louis shook his head

helplessly. “Do you want her to fight with you for me ?”

Ryleigh replied with a pout, “Of course, I don’t want to...”

He stopped in front of her and pinched her cheek. “No one can get me

away from you, Ryleigh.”

Ryleigh lowered her head. “Did you ask her to come and help me ?”

Louis squinted and replied, “You can’t take on Jodie alone, so I could

only get help from her. She’s very familiar with Jodie, so you’d have a

better chance of winning with her by your side.”

Ryleigh was stunned. She lifted her head to look at him and asked, “So

you were aware of everything about Jodie a long time ago ?”
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