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Bonnie could not help thinking that the knife Charlotte had used had not been clean, so
she would not stop worrying until a doctor checked Jim’s wound.

Jim furrowed his brows but did not reply and instead allowed Bonnie and Gwen to take
him out of the room.

After the three of them left, Luke glanced coldly at a pale-faced Quentin and said, “Mr.
Simms, they’ve already given you the evidence you wanted.

“‘Even Charlotte herself admitted her true identity, and she even attempted to harm
someone once again.

“With all this in mind, you must agree that Bonnie has won the bet, hasn’t she?” Quentin
narrowed his eyes upon hearing this. A glimmer of hatred flashed through his eyes as
he glanced at Charlotte, who was being restrained by the guards. He should not have
taken pity on her! He had known since the start that this daughter of his was utterly
useless, yet he still took pity on her and tried to help her!

Not only had he failed to protect her, but their relationship was exposed, too!

Quentin’s stare was so cold and penetrating that Charlotte could not help lifting her
head when she felt his gaze.

Their eyes met as she lifted her head, frowning, and glanced in his direction.

She curled her lips into a smirk and said, “Didn’t you say you'd protect me, Father?
Didn’t you promise that you’d protect me at any cost?”

She burst into laughter and continued, “Well, you have no choice but to fulfill your end of
the promise, Quentin. Otherwise...there’s no telling what I'd say to Joshua if | get taken
away.” It was clear that she was trying to threaten Quentin.

A glimmer of malice crossed Quentin’s gaze.

He had saved her out of kindness, but not only had she exposed their relationship in
front of everyone, but she was also threatening him!

He should have known!

He should have known that this wretched daughter of his, who had grown up in an
orphanage, would one day turn out to be a crazy bitch like her mother!

He should not have taken her in during that moment of weakness!
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However, it was too late to linger on the past now. The only thing he could do was try
his best to protect Charlotte as she said.

At the thought of this, Quentin narrowed his eyes DQRAK?KK turned to stare at Joshua.
“Mr. Lynch, what are your terms if | were to take Charlotte back from you?”

Joshua sneered. “You’re a resilient man, Mr. Simms. In just a span of a few minutes,
you had changed into an entirely different person altogether.” The color drained from
Quentin’s face. He knew that Joshua was talking about how arrogant and haughty he
had behaved when trying to persuade Jim and Bonnie to sign the contract. He let out an
awkward chuckle and said, “Well, desperate times call for desperate measures...” All of
a sudden, he turned to glance at the servant standing behind him, as though he had
recalled something, and ordered, “Quick! Go get Ms. Riley!” The servant did as he said
and soon reappeared with a baby in her arms. Riley was already two months old now,
and she had a pair of wide, beautiful eyes. She did not seem to understand what was
happening and instead peered around curiously at the people around her with no sign of
fear. Quentin took the baby into his arms and said, “Mr. Lynch, you probably know who
this baby is, right? It's the same baby Malcolm sent Hunter to steal from Luna!” Luna’s
chest tightened when she heard this, and she quickly glanced at the baby in Quentin’s
arms.

This... This beautiful, bright-eyed infant... Was this her and Joshua’s second daughter?
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Based on how Luna looked at Riley, Quentin knew that he made the right choice in
keeping Riley. At first, he had meant to use the baby as leverage for other means, but
all thanks to Charlotte, his plan had gone down the drain. He glared at Charlotte,
musing to himself how she was a prodigal daughter.

He would have continued keeping Riley secretly as leverage against Joshua, using the
infant especially when a more dire situation arose, had it not been for her antics.
Charlotte could have the chance to escape, but she had to be a busybody and forced
him to use his last card at hand!




Joshua frowned and looked at the baby in Quentin’s arms. Subconsciously, he stood in
front of Luna and said indifferently, “Mr. Simms, are you going to use the girl to
exchange for Charlotte?”

Quentin smiled. “I think it’s fair that | exchange your child with mine, isn’t it?”

This comment, however, took Granny Quinn by complete surprise as her expression
contorted as miserable as sin. “Quentin, are you saying that...this disfigured woman is
your daughter?”

Quentin frowned when he heard the question. “Godmother, | think it's time for me to tell
you the truth.”

In addition, he knew that if he denied admitting Charlotte as his daughter, Joshua would
never agree with the exchange. At this rate, he had no choice but to come clean and
admit that Charlotte was his daughter. “There was...a time that | got drunk with a
woman, and she ended up pregnant with Charlotte “Quentin looked at Granny Quinn
apologetically. “I only knew about it after | went overseas... I'm sorry for hiding it from
you for such a long time.” Granny Quinn glared at Quentin. She wanted to say
something...but nothing came out of her in the end.

Joshua frowned. “Mr. Simms, how are you going to prove that Charlotte is your
daughter? If you can’t prove it like how you insisted Jim to provide his evidence, then
I’'m afraid | won’t believe that Charlotte is your daughter.”

Joshua then turned his gaze to the child in Quentin’s arms. “Plus, we’re not certain that
Riley is indeed mine EUXeJ;KN Luna’s, though | am willing to treat her as our own.

“I'll need you to show me evidence that Charlotte is your daughter. Otherwise, | won’t
make the exchange.”

Taking a cigarette from his pocket, Joshua lit it up as he sported a small smile. “Mr.
Simms, I’'m sure you know that it wasn’t me who wanted to find Charlotte and give her
to the law enforcement-my wife’s brother, Jim, did. Technically speaking, | shouldn’t
exchange the person that he wanted, but since Riley may just be our daughter, that’s
why | am willing to take the risk. —

“If Charlotte isn’t your biological daughter, there is no reason for me to exchange. Am |
not right?”

Joshua paused to take a puff of the cigarette and looked at Granny Quinn, who was
behind

Quentin, adding, “Besides, | have many other methods to force you to return the child to
us. | knew that you had Riley with you, but | thought that you’d only use her as leverage
when | forced Quinn’s family business to a dead end. “I'm afraid you’ll have a hard time
explaining to Granny Quinn if you don’t prove your relationship with Charlotte.” Granny
Quinn nodded her head vigorously. “That’s right, Quentin! If you can prove that




Charlotte is your biological daughter, then we won’t bother that you use Riley to
exchange with her. Otherwise...” She sighed. “l won’t be able to explain it to everyone
else.” Quentin squinted.
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