
Chapter1992

WhenJackgotbacktohisroom,heimmediatelysentforBrooktodotheexchangeattheSevenStars

Hall.Arunnerdisciple’sdutywastorunerrandsfortheformalandinformaldisciplesandBrookwas

consideredaveteraninthesematters.HequicklymadehiswaytotheSevenStarsHallwithJack’sjade

identitycardandspiritedcrystals,leavingJacktowaitforhimtobeback.

Jackcouldhavegonetodotheexchangehimselfbuthedidnotlikecrowds.Besides,hewasquitethe

celebrityamongsttheinformaldisciplesanditwouldbebesttoavoidgettingintoanargumentwith

Wesley.HeknewthatWesleywouldneverletanopportunityoftalkingsmacktohimgoandhedidnot

wanttowastehisbreathonsuchaperson.

BrookcamebackanhourlaterandgaveJackbackhisjadeidentitycardwhichhadbeensuccessfully

updatedwithfiftycontributionpoints.HelookedatJackwithanexpressionhintingthathehad

somethingtotellhimbutdidnotknowwhetherheshould

Jackraisedhiseyebrow.HeinvitedBrookintohisroomandpouredhimsometea.“Spititout,whydon’t

you?Didyourunintosometroubleduringtheerrand?Ordidsomebodybullyyou?”

BrookshookhisheadandacceptedtheteafromJack.“Iwasn’tbullied.I’vebeenintheClanassociation

formanyyears,andthoughtheformalandinformaldiscipleslooksdownonusrunnerdisciples,they

wouldn’tdaretobullyaveteranlikeme.It’sjustthatIfeltsomethingwasoffwhenIwasdoingthe

exchange.”

AhintofcuriosityflashedacrossJack’seyesandhewavedforBrooktocontinueon.Brookebreathedin

lightlyandfurrowedhisbrow.“I’vedonethiskindofexchangemanytimesbeforeasallthenew

informaldiscipleswouldexchangetheirfivehundredlowgradespiritedcrystalsforthefiftycontribution

pointstheverynextdayafterjoiningtheDualSovereignPavilionbecauseit’snotasiftheylackthe

spiritedcrystalstodoit.TheplacetodotheexchangeisattheSevenStarsHallassignmentsubmission

areaandI’mveryfamiliarwiththeperson-in-charge.”

“Theperson-in-charge?Ithoughtalltheassignmentsubmissionswerehandledbythedisciples?”asked

Jack.Toensurethatthedisciplescouldearncontributionpoints,DualSovereignhadsetupdifferent

postsforthedisciplestotakeup.Jobslikethiswerenormallyhandledbyaformalorinformaldisciple



butjudgingbywhatBrookhadsaid,thepersoninchargeoftheassignmentsubmissiondidnotseemto

beadisciple.

OnelookatJack’sexpressionandBrookeknewwhathewasconfusedabout.Hechuckledsoftlyand

said,”It’struetheSevenStarsHallbelongstotheDualSovereignPavilionanditsimportanceisonly

secondtotheMartialArtTechniquesandMartialSkillsHall.Therefore,thepoststherearenotnormally

giventothedisciplesforfeartheywouldembezzlethepoints.Afterall,contributionpointscouldmake

orbreakadisciple’scareerhere.Thesepositionsaregenerallyadministeredbythedeaconspersonally.

Eachdeaconhashisownminorsteward.Theseminorstewardsarealsoformerdisciples,buttheir

cultivationlevelhasnotyetreachedthelevelofadeaconsotheycouldonlybeminorstewards.”

YeFannoddedinunderstanding.HewasnotveryfamiliarwiththeadministratorsoftheDualSovereign

Pavilion.Heknewthattherewereeldersbesidestheheads.Theelderswerethendividedintothe

formaleldersandinformalelderswiththeformalelder’squalificationsandpowermuchstrongerthan

thoseoftheinformalelders.Healsoknewthatthedeaconsheldmanyimportantpositionsandsome

trivialmatterswereallplacedundertheirjurisdiction.Howeverthedeaconscouldnothandle

everythingwithoutthehelpoftheminorstewardsandthoughtheminorstewards’statuswasalittle

lowerthanthedisciples,theywerestillthemanagementnonetheless.

Chapter1993

“TheminorstewardinchargeoftheassignmentsubmissionisStewardFlemingandheworksunder

DeaconAmbrose.HeimmediatelyshookhisheadwhenheheardthatI’vegonetheretoexchangethe

fivehundredlow-gradespiritedcrystalsforthecontributionpoints.Hesaidthatthebenefitsdidnot

applyforthenewinformaldisciplesthistimeandhisexpressionwasalittleoffwhenhesaidthat,”said

Brook.

Jackfurrowedhiseyebrows.HerecalledwhatNoelhadsaidtohimpreviouslyandstillcouldnotfigure

outwhatwasgoingon.MaybeNoelwastryingtotellhimthattheDualSovereignPavilionwastreating

thisbatchofnewinformaldisciplesdifferentlythanallthepreviousbatches.Coupledthatwithwhat

happenedwiththecontributionpoints,Jacktoldhimselfheshouldbemorecautiousfromnowon.

Coulditbethateventheadministratorsdeliberatelylookeddownontheirnewbatchofinformal

disciples?Ifthatwasthecase,nowondertheolderdiscipleslookeddownonthisnewbatchofinformal

disciplessomuch.However,Jackdidnotreallythinkthatwasthecase.Afterall,theDualSovereign



PavilionwasalsorankedasthenumberoneClanassociationinWestCercieState.Thiskindofbehavior

wouldbefrowneduponandcreateresentmentinthenewinformaldisciples.

Jackpointedtothefiftycontributionpointsaddedtohisjadeidentitycardandasked,“Howdidyouget

thesepointsifthisyear’sbenefithasbeencanceled?”

“WecanthankDeaconAmbroseforthat.IwasabouttogiveupbecauseStewardFlemingwasreally

insistentthatthebenefithadbeencanceled.However,Deaconsawyourjadeidentitycardinmyhand

justwhenIwasabouttoleaveandexcitedlyaskedmewhatIwasdoingthere.Iexplainedeverythingto

himandheinstantlyreprimandedStewardFlemingforspeakingnonsenseandthat’showI’vemanaged

togetthepoints.”

ThelinesonJack’sforeheadbecameevendeeper.AmbroseAdamsleftagoodimpressiononhim.The

reasonAmbrosehadhelpedJackgreasethewheelsalittlemustbebecauseJackhadhelpedhimout

withZephanditwaspublicknowledgethattheyweremortalenemies.Evenso,ifthebenefitwasreally

canceled,thenwhatAmbrosedidwasbreaktheruleandanythingtodowiththecontributionpoints

wasaseriousmatter.

AmbrosewouldneveropenlyviolatetherulesjusttohelpJackout.Besides,hesaidthatSteward

Flemingwasspeakingnonsensemeaningtosaythatthebenefitwasnotcanceledatall.Theremustbea

reasonastowhyStewardFleminghadsaidthat.Tryingtomakeheadsortailsoutofthewholesituation

wasgivingJackaheadache.Hewasfeelingasiftherewasathickpoolofgluesloshinginhisbrain.

Thewholethingwasgettingmoreandmorecomplicated.NowonderNoeltoldhimtoputthewhole

matterasideifhecouldnotfigureitout,afterall,hispriorityshouldbelevelingup.Thus,withthenewly

gottenfiftycontributionpointsinhiscard,herushedtotheSoulHallagainwhereasusual,Noelwas

foundsittingbehindhislongdeskwithadeadlookonhisface.Hemanagedtocomealivealittlewhen

hesawJackenteringtheplace.

Also,asusual,heaskedJackhowmanydayshewouldliketostaytheretowhichJackansweredby

holdingupfivefingers.Then,heplacedhisjadeidentitycardonthetable.Noelheavedasighandwitha

facefilledwithadmirationsaid,“Idon’tknowwhatadviceIcangivetoageniuslikeyou.Yourtalentis

trulyenviable.Youcouldnotimaginehowshockedtheotherswouldbeiftheyknewthatyou’ve

enteredadifficultylevelfourArrayEyeDoor.”



Chapter1994Jackchuckledsoftlyandsaidinagentletone,“Idon’tthinkI’magenius.IguessI’mjusta

littleluckywhenitcomestospiritattributeskillcultivation.”

Noelshookhisheadandtherewasalittlemelancholyonhisfaceasifhehadsufferedahugeblowfrom

Jack’swords.HegesturedtotheArrayEyedoorwithhischin,leavinghimwithnodoubtthathedidnot

wishtospeaktoJackanymore.

Jackchuckledsoftlyagainandenteredthedoor.Beforehecame,hewonderedwhetherheshould

increasethedifficultylevelbutaftercarefullythinkingaboutit,hedecidednotto.Therewasstillsome

waytogobeforehecouldfullyadapttodifficultylevelfourandifherashlyraisedthedifficultylevel,it

wouldsurelyincreasehisburden.Theexcessiveimpactfromthesoul-shockwavewouldnotdohimwell.

Afterthearraywasactivated,thesoul-shockwavefilledtheroomagain.Jackclosedhiseyesand

performedseveralhandsealswithbothhands.TwoblackSoulSwordsimmediatelyfloatedupanddown

Inhishands.ThistimehisgoalwastocondensethethirdSoulSwordwithinfivedaysandalsokeep

trackofthetimeinsidehisheartinsteadofwhollyimmersinghimselfintraining.Thelasttime,hehad

noexperience,andthesoul-shockwaverushedawaywithoutanywarning.Fortunately,atthattime,his

trueenergyandspiritenergywereallusedupandnowhehadrecuperated.Itwoulddefinitelydeala

hugeblowtoJackifthearraywassuddenlyclosedduringthemostcriticalbreakthroughmoment.After

all,theopportunityforbreakthroughsdoesnotcomebyeverytime.Ifitwasrashlyinterrupted,itwould

throwaspannerintohistrainingandhewouldhavetowaitforalongtimeforsuchanopportunity.

MinutesandsecondstickedbyandthethirdSoulSwordslowlysolidifiedandonthedawnonthefifth

day,hefinallycondensedthethirdSoulSword.Hewaspantingheavilywhileexcitedlystaringatthe

thirdSoulSwordfloatinginhispalm.Withtheprevioustwosuccessfulexperiences,Jackfounditeasier

tocondensethethirdSoulSwordthistime.

However,tohisdismay,hediscoveredthatitwouldbemoreandmoredifficultfromthispointonward

tocultivateVoidSlaying.ItdidnottakehimlongtocondensethefirstSoulSwordbutitwouldsurely

takehimalongtimetocondensemoreswordsfurtherdowntheline.Nottomentiontheamountof

spiritenergyandtrueenergyhewouldneedtoexpand



Jackwasexperiencingsplittingheadache,bloodshoteyes,andtremblesafterhehadexhaustedhistrue

energyandspiritenergy.Thesoul-shockwavewasstillimpactinghissoulandthestabbingpainbecame

evenmoreintensifiedasthebarriermadebyhisspiritenergyslowlydiminished.

“IwouldwastetencontributionpointsifIgooutnow,”mutteredJack.HestartedtodocalculationsIn

hishead-hehadbeenhereforfourdaysandonehour.AccordingtotheSoulHall’srule,evenanhour

wouldbechargedatafullday’sratesoifheweretogooutnow,hewouldhavewastedten

contributionpoints.Theemotionalpainofthatwasmorehorriblethanthephysicalpainhewasfeeling

rightnow.

However,ifhecontinuedtotrain,hisspiritoriginmightbedamagedandthatwassomethinghecould

notlethappen.Thus,hehadnochoicebuttoleave.Heheavedasigh,slowlygotupfromtheground,

andwalkedoutofthedoorinonebreath.Noel,whowassittingwithonelegupandeatingsunflower

seeds,immediatelystoodupwhenhesawJack’spalefaceandbloodshoteyesasifhewasterminallyill.

“Ohmygod,areyouokay?Howdidyouenduplikethis?Isn’tthedifficultylevelthesame?”

Chapter1995NoelhadnodoubtsaboutJack’sskillsafterwitnessinghisfirstfivedaysintheArrayEye

Doordifficultylevelfourbutthistimeitseemedtohavetakenanemotionalandphysicaltollonhim.

Noelquicklywalkuptocatchhimbeforehefell.Jackexhaledgentlyandinatiredtonesaid,“Don’t

worryaboutme.I’mnothurt.It’sjustthatI’veexhaustedmyspiritenergyandtrueenergy.”

NoelraisedaneyebrowandlightlypressedJack’smeridianpointwithhisfingerandjustasheexpected,

thetrueenergyinsideJack’smeridianpointshadallbeenusedup,andtherewasonlyalittlespirit

energyleft.Thismadehimbecomeevenmorespeechless.

“Whatcouldyoupossiblybedoinginsidetohaveusedupallyourtrueenergyandspiritenergy?”.Asked

Noel.

Jackchuckledsoftlyandtoldhimthetruth.“I’vebrokenthroughabottleneck.That’sall.”



Atthis,Noelimmediatelyraisedhiseyebrow.“Imustsayyou’rebothhighintalentandcourage.The

soul-shockwavefordifficultylevelfourintheArrayEyeDoorwasenoughtokillanybodyandyetyou’ve

comeoutofitaliveafterbreakingthroughabottleneck.Anyonewouldhavetreadcarefullybutyou

didn’tseemtobeafraidthatthesoul-shockwavewoulddamageyoursoulorigins.”

ItdidcrossJack’smindbuthewassointentoncondensingthethirdSoulSwordthathethrewittothe

backofhismind.Itwasonlywhenhewasout,thathefeltafraidofwhathehaddone.Hemadeanote

tohimselfthatheshouldnotdothatanymore.

Noelshookhishead.HisunderstandingofJacktoldhimthatsomeadvicewouldjustbounceoff

Jack.“Forgetit.I’mjustwastingmybreathhere.Bytheway,I’vejustreceivedsomenewsyoumightbe

interestedin.WesleyisgoingtothewagerbattlearenatomorrowandhisopponentisDaleWoodward

whoranked143rdplace.Ithoughtyoumightwanttoobservethebattlesodon’tforgettogo.”

HearingthismadeJackstraightenhisbodyandlaughcoldly.ItseemedWesleydidnotviewhimasa

worthyopponentatall.Ifnothewouldnothavegottenintoanotherbattlejustbeforehisbattlewith

Jack.

“Thankyou,BrotherNoel,you’vebeensuchagreathelptomethesepastfewdays,”saidJack.

Noelshookhisheadhumblyandsaid,“It’snoskinoffmyback.I’monlypassingonwhatIknow.”

TheytalkedforabitmorebeforeJackwentbacktohisroom.Ah,thebeautyofhavinganabodeto

oneself—nobodycoulddisturbyouandtherewasnoneedtofearofone’ssecretbeingexposed.The

tendaysoftraininghadconsumedallhisenergy,bothspiritandtruth,andnottomentionthe

emotionaltollonhim.

Hefellasleepassoonashisheadhitthepillow.Eversinceembarkingontheroadtocultivation,hehad

nothadopportunitiestosleeponarealbedandhadtoresorttomeditationtoresthisbody.Therefore,

itwasnosurprisethathesleptatotalofonedayandonenightandwhenhewokeup,itwasalready

noonthenextday.



Histrueenergyandspiritenergywasfullychargedbuthedidnotcontinueonwithhistrainingashe

knewthattherewasnoovernightsuccessinthisfieldandthathewouldonlyenteradead-endifhe

immersedhimselftoomuchintraining.NashWoodhadbeenabundleofnerveseversinceheknewof

Jack’sbattlewithWesleysoitwasonlynaturalthathewouldcomeoutofMustardSeednowthatJack

hadalittlebitoffreetimeonhishands.

Chapter1996

NashpattedJackontheshoulderandinaslightlypainedtonesaid,“Youshouldtakemorerestandtake

thingsslower.Therearestilltwomoreweekstogo.You’llsnapifyouwoundyourselfuptootightly.”

Jacknoddedandknewthathisfatherwasjustworriedabouthim.“Don’tworry,Father.IknowwhatI’m

doing.It’strueWesleyisaformidableopponentbutnotonethatisworthmebreakingmybackover.He

accountsforonlyatinypartofmymotivationfortrainingthishard.MybiggestmotivatoristhatImight

besenttothefrontlinewhenthewarbreaksout.IcanonlysleepinpeaceifIkeeponlevelingup.

Besides,Idon’tknowwhybutIcan’tshakethefeelingthattheDualSovereignPavilionisplanning

somethingfishyforus,newinformaldisciples.”

Jackhadverygoodreasonstofeelthatway,onebeingNoel’simplications,andtwowaswhathad

happenedwiththecontributionpointsexchange.Moreover,Jackwaswellawareofhispositionofnot

beingabletochangeanythinginthePavilionandshouldfocusmoreonfindingwaystoprotecthimself

bylevelingupsohewouldbeworthytothem.

Nashnodded.HeclearlyknewthatthingswerenotthesameaswhentheywereintheCathysiaWorld.

HemighthavebeenabletosupportJackthenbutnowthatJackhadsurpassedhimintermsofability,

hecouldonlyletJackdothingshisownway.“ThatWesleyisanintermediatestageofinnatelevelwhich

isonelevelaboveyours.I’vebeenresearchingthedifferenceincultivationlevelsandonethingI’msure

ofisalthoughtheintermediatestageofinnatelevelisonlyonelevelhigherthanyours,thepotencyand

reserveoftrueenergyismorethandoubleofyours!”

Nashbecameevenmoreworriedandshookhisheadlightly.HiseyeswerefilledwithconcernsforJack,I

knowyouhavethesoul-gatheringcrystals,haveabsorbedavastamountoftheseniors’soulfragments,

anddon’tlackanymartialarttechniquesorskillbuttherestillpossessesanocean-widegapdifference

inpowerbetweenWesleyandyou.Pleasedon’tunderestimatehim.Ihavebeenworriedsickaboutyou

eversinceIfoundoutjusthowstrongfightersintheintermediatestageofinnatelevelare.”



Jacknoddedslightly.Hehadgivensomethoughttoallthesebeforebutfoundnothingtobeworried

about.“Apartfromincreasingone’scultivationlevel,whatelsedoyouthinkcanincreasethepotency

andreserveofone’strueenergy?”

ThisquestiondidnotstumpNash.Helaughedandinabuoyantvoicesaid,“Didyoureallythinkyourold

fatherwouldnotknowtheanswertoabasicquestionlikethis?Whytheanswerhastobetheskills

you’recultivating.Thehigherthelevelofskillsyou’recultivating,themorepotentandmorereserve

you’llhaveoftrueenergy.”

Jacknoddedandsmiled.“That’sright.Wesleymightbeonelevelhigherthanmebutwe’recultivating

differenttechniques.IfIgobythatvein,Imightevencomeoutstrongerthanhim!”

Nash,ofcourse,hadthoughtaboutthisbutstillcouldnotshakeoffhisworries.“Iknowyou’re

cultivatingDivineVoidHeavenlyPathandthatthisistheultimatetechniqueintheDivineVoidWorld,

strongerthananyofthetechniquesinthisthirdworldbutyoustilllacktheexperiencetowieldthis

technique.Evenifyouhavetheexperienceoftheseniors,itstilldoesn’tabsolvethefactthatyou’re

startingfromsquareone.Tellmehonestlynow,canyousayyou’reconfidentaboutyourown

cultivationonthisDivineVoidHeavenlyPath?”

ThecornersofJack’slipswentrigid.HehadbeenfocusingonVoidSlayingandhadputtheDivineVoid

HeavenlyPathonthebackburner.Therefore,therewasnowayhecouldanswerhisfather’squestion

withconfidence.“No,Ican’tsaythatwithconfidencebutnonetheless,Ihavegraspedsomeofthe

DivineVoidHeavenlyPathandI’msurethatthepotencyofmytrueenergyisstrongerthananaverage

fighteroftheintermediatelevelofinnatestage.”

Chapter1997

“That,I’mconfidentabout.Besides,theDivineVoidHeavenlyPathcomeswithahandyfunction.Aslong

asIhavethatcardtoplay,IbelieveIcanbeatWesley.”

Nashraisedhiseyebrow.Hiscuriosityhadbeenstroked.“Whatkindoffunction?”



“CultivatingtheDivineVoidHeavenlyPathnotonlyincreasesthepotencyandreserveofmytrueenergy

butitalsogivesmeapreliminarygraspofthelawsofspacebecausethePathitselfcontainsthelawsof

space,”explainedJackpatiently.

“Lawsofspace!ThiswasthefirsttimeNashhadheardofthisterm.Hecouldunderstandthemeaning

basedonthewordsthemselvesbutdidnothaveaphysicalexperienceofit.

Jacksippedhisteaandsaid,“AsI’vementioned,1onlyhaveapreliminarygraspofit.I’llshowyouwhat

ImeanonceI’vegotacompletegraspofit.”

Nashnoddedhishead,stillnotconvincedJackwouldbeallrightinthebattlewithWesley.Hesighed

lightlyandsaid,“IknowyouknowyourownstrengthsthebestbutImustsaythis,sometimesthe

differenceincultivationlevelcouldnotbecrossedatall.IfWesleyisonelevelhigherthanyou,thenhe

isonelevelhigherthanyou.Evenifyourtechniqueishigherthanhis,itdoesn’tmakeyoustrongerthan

him.”

Jacknodded.Heknewthismoreclearlythananyoneelse:“Iknow,Iknow.Havingahighcultivation

levelislikehavingahigh-endengine.Thebetterandbiggertheengineis,themorefuelitcanholdand

thusthemoreenergyitcangiveout.NooneisdenyingWesleyisatahighercultivationlevelthanmine,

butyou’llsoonfindoutwhichofusisthestrongeroneandwhichofusistheweakerone.”

Nashraisedhisbrowandinaconfusedtoneasked,“Isn’tthefighttwoweeksaway?WhydoyousayI’ll

soonfindout?”

Jackloweredhiseyesandwipedoutalltheemotionsfromhisface.Hegentlyputtheteacupbackon

thetableandinacalmedtonesaid,“Twoweeksistoolongforme.WesleywillbegoingagainstDale

WoodwardtomorrowandI’llbetheretoobservethefight.Besides…”

Thenextmorning,athrongofdiscipleshadalreadygatheredaroundthewagerbattlearena.Thenews

ofthefighthadspreadallaroundthePavilionandthefactthatthetwofighterswerebothinthetop

twohundredrankingsmadeitafightnottobemissed.Moreover,thetwoofthemhadashort

cultivationtime.Inthefuture,theywerelikelytobecomethetopteninformaldisciplesandthenbe

promotedtobecomeformaldisciplesandtheircareerwillskyrocketfromthere.



ThewagerbattlearenawaslocatedontheeasternmostsideoftheDualSovereignPavilion.Thiswasa

hugeopenspacespeciallydesignatedforthewagerbattlearena.Therewerenobuildingsthereapart

fromthesevenhugebattleplatformswhichwerespeciallybuiltwithformations.

Thewagerbattlearenawasdividedintotwoparts,onewasthesevenbattleplatformslocatedinthe

center,andtheotherwastheviewingplatformsurroundingthebattleplatforms.Theviewingplatform

wasfilledwithcountlessseatsandatthistime,halfoftheseatswerealreadyoccupied.

Exceptforthechosendisciples,theotherdisciplesmustcometothewagerbattlearenaeverymonthto

fight.Ifcircumstancesdisallowedthemtoattendoriftheywereinaretreatpracticethenthefights

wouldbepostponeduntilsuchtimetheywerereadytofight.Itwasaguaranteethattheseatswouldbe

fullIftherewereanyfightersfromthetopthreehundredrankingsorifsomeoneofcelebritystatuswas

fightinginthewagerbattlearena.

Chapter1998

Observingafightcouldletoneunderstandtheotherdisciples’strengthandalsoincreaseone’sfight

experience.AlthoughWesley’scurrentrankingwasonly187,thefactthathehadonlybeentherefora

shorttimeandalsohadthebackingofElderSayermadehimacelebrity.Hewouldsurelyriseuptothe

toptenrankinginnotime.

EventheinformaldisciplesinthetopfiftyrankingdidnothaveasmuchfameasWesleybecausemosto

fthemgottowheretheywerethroughlongtraininghoursandincreasedtheirstrengthlittlebylittle.

WhattheydidhadwasmoreperseverancethantalentandWesleyhadbothinabundance.Therefore,it

wasnotsurprisinghisfightwithDalehadattractedtheattentionofmanyinformaldisciples.

Wesley,beingthemaincharacteroftoday’sstory,wassittingattheviewingplatformwithabunchof

suck-upsaroundhim.Thesesuck-upswantedtowinoverWesley’shearts,andtheirwordsseemedto

besmearedwithhoney,astheypiledonpraisesuponpraisesonhim.Wesley,ofcourse,wasenjoyingit.

Hewassittingwithhiseyesclosedandafaintcurlofhislipsastheyheapedonthepraisesuponhim.

Themanwithtriangulareyeswasoneofthesuckups.“AlthoughBrotherDale’sisstrong,histalentis

nothingcomparedtoyours.YourtalentifplacedinDualSovereignPavilion,nay,eveninalloftheother



third-gradedClanassociations,wouldcomeoutthetopamongstalloftheotherinformaldisciples.I’m

sureElderSayerwilldefinitelyrecruityouashischosendiscipleandthatyou’llsurelyriseupthelevels

likearocketbythen.”

“Yeah!Eventhetopteninformaldisciplesherenoddedtheirheadsinrecognitionofyourtalents.You’ll

surelycomeoutthevictorintoday’sfightandinnotimeatall,youmightevenbeabletofightagainst

thetopfiftyinformaldisciples.Then,it’saone-waystreetforyoutobecomeaformaldisciple.”

Wesleyraisedhiseyebrow.Onthesurface,hedeclinedtogiveacommenttoallofthepraisesbutInhis

heart,heacceptedtheirwordswholly.Heneveroncethoughthistalentwasinferiortoanyoneelse.The

chosendisciples,maybe,butdefinitelynottheotherinformaldisciples,eventhoseinthetopten.He

feltthathiscultivationtimewasstillshort,andifitwasthesameastheircultivationtime,theywould

definitelybetrampledunderhisfeet.Justwhentheflatterywasabouttoreachitsclimax,theysuddenly

heardonelowexclamationafteranotherwhichmadeWesleyandtheotherslooktowardthedirection

ofthecause,onlytoseeafewwide-eyedinformaldiscipleschattingwitheachotherinanexcitedvoice.

“Ohmygod,Ican’tbelieveBrotherDuncanishere!Hehasactuallycomeoutofhismeditationretreat!

Iseemtorecallhehadbeenthereforthreemonthsashehadbeenintheretreateversincehehad

beatenthethird-rankedinformaldiscipleandthusbecomingthethirdrankhimself!Hemightevenbe

strongerthanthefirstrankedinformaldisciplenowthathehadcompletedhisthree-monthslong

retreat!”

“Yeah!He’llsurelychallengetheformaldisciplesafterbecomingthenumberoneinformaldisciple.His

talentistrulyabominable.IrememberhejoinedtheDualSovereignPavilionatthesametimeas

BrotherWesleyanditdidn’ttakehimlongtobreakthroughtotheintermediateleveloftheinnatestage.

Ican’tbelievehe’sevenstrongernow.Comparingmyselftohimmakesmeasadpotato.!

ThesewordsdriftedintoWesley’searandhefeltasifhehadreceivedaslaptothefacewhichshattered

allofhispreviousenjoymentofflattery.Ifhehadtochoosewhowashisbiggestrivalinthislifetime,

thenitwouldnodoubtbeDuncanPierpoint.HejoinedtheDualSovereignPavilionatthesametimeas

DuncanPierpointandyethadalwaysbeensuppressedbyhim.Hecouldonlywatchwithvehemenceas

Duncansurpassedhimtimeaftertime.ThethoughtofDuncanbecomingthird-rankedandcomingout

strongerafterhismeditationretreatmadehishearttwistwithrage.



Chapter1999

Thatwasnotthehardesttoaccept.Thehardestthingtoacceptwouldhavetobethewayotherpeople

keptoncomparinghimtoDuncanandwithhimalwayscomingouttheworstofthetwo.Justamoment

ago,hefelthistalenttobeonlyalittleinferiortothechosendisciplesbutnowthatillusionhadbeen

shatteredwiththearrivalofDuncan.Nomatterhowgreathethoughthewas,therewasnowayhe

couldpossiblyconvincehimselfthathewasbetterthanDuncanasDuncan’sexistencewaslikeasun

thatmadealltheotherstarsdisappearwithhispowerfullight.

Themanwithtriangulareyeswasthebestatsuckingup.Hecouldtellwithoneglance,whatandhow

Wesleywasfeeling,sohequicklysaid,“BrotherDuncanisstrong,nodoubtaboutthat.Afterall,hehas

thesupportofthePierpoints.TheBigElderoftheDualSovereignSectcamefromthesameclanashim

andifIwerehim,IwouldhavedoneeverythingInmypowertosupporthimaswell.Anyone,even

thosewiththeworsttalent,wouldhavequicklyleveledupunderthoseconditions.What’smoretosay

aboutBrotherDuncan?”

ThesewordsseemedtohaveachievedtheirintendedeffectandWesleyfeltslightlybetter.Theman

withtriangulareyeswasright,DuncanmusthavegottentowherehewaswiththesupportoftheBig

Elder.TheBigElder,beingsecond-in-commandoftheDualSovereignPavilion,musthaveanarsenalof

resourcesinhishandwhichhehadspentonDuncan.SoitwasonlynaturalDuncanhadsurpassedhim.

IfWesleyhadthesameresourcesashedid,hewouldhaveleftDuncaninthedusttoo.

Atthatthought,Wesleyfeltevenbetter.Itwasthenhesawafamiliarfigureamongstthecrowd.Seeing

himthere,madehimstartledbutthatsoonchangedtoderision.Hescoffedandsaid,“Hedaresto

comehere?Coulditbethathe’sheretoobservethefightbetweenDaleandme?”

Hisquestionmadealltheothersuck-upsaroundhimturntolookatJack.Theywerewellawareofall

theanimositythetwohadbetweenthem.WhenitcametoDuncan,theydarednotsaytoomuchabout

himbutitwasatotallydifferentstorywhenitcametoJack.Afterall,tothem,hewasthedisciplethat

gottowherehewasbyluck.Theydidnotevenfeelhehadthequalificationstobecomeaninformal

discipleandthusshouldnotenjoythesamestatusasthem.

JackwasdressedinaninformaldiscipleuniformandhehadbroughtBrookalongwithhim.Afterall,he

wasnotfamiliarwithmanythingsintheDualSovereignPavilionandfearedthathewouldgetloston

hiswayheresohemightaswellbringhimalongandforhimtoactasacommentatorforthefight.The



viewingplatformwasalreadyhalffullandthetwoofthemquicklyfoundasecludedspottositdown.

JackneveroncelookedtowardWesley,asifhewasonlytherebychancetoobservethefight.

“Thispunksurelyknowshowtoputupanact.Hemusthavenotunderstoodthetruestrengthofthe

toptwohundredrankingoftheinformaldisciplesforhimtoacceptBrotherWesley’schallengewithout

anyhesitation.Hemusthavethoughthecouldbeatyoubecausehejustsohappenstobestrongerthan

theaveragepeopleoutside.Whatajokeheis!Heshouldhavetakenagoodlookathimselfinthe

mirror!”
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ThemanwithtriangulareyeswaslookingatPanewithadisdainfulexpressiononhisface.Helaughed

coldlyandsaid,“Lookathimactingallcoolandasifhedoesn’tcareaboutanythingatall.Ifhedidn’t

care,hewouldn’thavecomehereatall.Hemustbescaredsh*tlessabouttheupcomingfightwith

BrotherWesleytocomeheretocheckyouout.”

Thistime,hedidnotsayallthistoflatterWesleybutmeantitasitannoyedhimtonoendwhenhesaw

Jacklookingasiftherewasnotacareintheworld,Howcouldtherepossiblybeapersonlikehim?Hle

thoughtthateventhestrongestherointhewholeofHestiaContinentwouldnotactlikehewassome

hotsh*t,undefeatablebyanyone,WhatgaveJacktherighttoactlikethat?Hewasnothingbutanew

informaldisciple!

Then,therewasthefacthedidnotgetintheDualSovereignPavilionthroughtheusualmeans.He

wouldnothavegotteninifitwasnotforthewarthatwasabouttobreakout.Yes,itwastruethatJack

hadreceivedpraisesforhisstrengthbyElderLee,buthowmuchweightdidthatholdanyway?Infact,

hewasonlyalittlebetterthanallthetrashoutthere,notworthyofbeingcalledaninformaldisciple,

ItwasobviousthatWesleyfeltthesamewayasthemanwithtriangulareyes.Hechuckledandsaid,”

Yeah,whodoeshethinkhe’simpressingbyactingallcool.Heshouldjustadmitthathe’sheretocheck

meoutinsteadofpretendinghe’snotscaredoftheupcomingfightwithme.”

Aftersayingthat,hesuddenlythoughtofthedaywhenJackhumiliatedhiminfrontofalltheother

disciples.Atthatthought,henarrowedhiseyesonJack.Althoughtherewasarulethatsaidfighters

couldnotcausepermanentdamageordeathtotheiropponents,thatdidnotmeanhecouldnotbeat



Jackuntilhecouldnotgetoutofbedforafewmonths.“I’vewarnedhimbeforethatI’llonedaymake

himpay!”

Themanwithtriangulareyesnodded.HewaslookingforwardtothedayWesleybeatJackintoapulp

thathisownmotherwouldnotevenrecognizehim.Hedeservedthatforcomparinghimtoaworthless,

unculturedanimal.Actually,hewouldnotmindifJackdroppeddeadrightnow.

“Hewassocockythatday!Wewereallthereandsawhowheacted!Heshouldnotbeforgivensoeasily.

WeneedtoteachhimalessonthattheDualSovereignPavilionisnotaplaceforhimtoactsococky!”

saidthemanwithtriangulareyes.TheothersimmediatelyjoinedinthedemeaningofJack.

“Yeah!Heneedstobeshownhisplace!Doeshereallythinkhecanactallcoolinfrontofusjust

becausehe’salittlebetterthanallthenewlyrecruitedinformaldisciples!”

“Whatajoke!Everyoneknowsthenewlyrecruitedinformaldisciplesareallabunchoftrash!They’re

onlyheretobecomecannonfodders.Ican’tbelievehethinkshe’sasgoodastherestofus.”

“Itwasonlyafewdaysago,Isawsomeofthenewlyrecruitedinformaldiscipleschallengingtheolder

disciplestoafightinthewagerbattlearena,andloandbehold,itdidnottakethemlongtogodownon

theirkneestobegfortheirlivesoncethefightstarted.Theyshouldstayinthetrashbinwherethey

belonginsteadofrunningaroundhere.”

Themanwithtriangulareyesexhaleddeeplyandinaregretfultonesaid,“It’sashamewecan’ttearhis

limbsapart.Ifwedothat,we’llsurelygetpunishedforcausingpermanentdamage.”

Wesleysmiledenigmaticallyatthat.“It’struewecan’tdothatbutthatdoesn’tmeanwecan’tbreak

everyboneinhisbody.Imaginethepainhewouldhavetosufferthroughthen.”

TheyexcitedlykeptuptheconversationforquitealongtimeandallthewhilesneakingglancesatJack.

Jack,ofcourse,knewwhattheyweresayingabouthimbutdecidedtheywerenotworthtwistinghis

knickersover.
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Afterall,Jackhadmentallypreparedhimselfforallthegossipthatwouldinevitablyhappenoncehis

presencewasmadeknowninthewagerbattlearena.However,thesamecouldnotbesaidforBrookas

Wesleyandhisgroupkeptlookingoverintheirdirection.

BrooksighedandwhisperedtoJack,“Becareful,BrotherJack.Thosepeopleovertheredon’tseemtobe

lookingatustookindly.IbetthatWesleyhassometricksuphissleevewhenit’syourturntofight

againsthim.”

HedidnotdoubtthatWesleywoulddoeverythingshortofkillingJackandtohiswords,Jackonly

nodded.He,too,hadexpectedthatBrookefoundJack’scomposureabitodd.Althoughheknewthat

Jackpossessedextraordinarypower,thatdidnotmeanthathecouldwininafightagainstWesley,who

wasintherunningtobeachosendiscipleafteronlyjoiningforhalfayear.Wesley’spowerandtalent

weresomethingBrookhadwishedforhimselfforthelongesttime.

“Youdon’tseemtobeworried?”askedBrookwhenherealizedJackwasstillstaringimpassivelyatthe

arena,waitingforthefighttostart,whichwouldtakeanotherthirtyminutes.

“WhyshouldIworry?DidyouthinkthatIagreedtothefightbecauseIwanttoprotectmypride?”Jack

retorted.

‘Isn’tit?’thoughtBrook.HehadalwaysthoughtthatwasthereasonorelsewhywouldJackagreeto

fightapersonwhowaswaystrongerthanhim?Hedidnotthinktherewasevenachanceforthefightto

cometoadraw,andwinningoverWesleywouldbeevenmoreimpossible.

JackdidnothavetolookatBrooktoknowwhathewasthinkingashissilencesaiditall.Hesmiledand

said,“There’snouseexplainingittoyounow.Youwoulddefinitelynotbelieveme.You’llsoon

understandeverything.”

ThismadeBrookevenmoreconfused.WasJackhintingatsomethingthatwasgoingtohappenlater?



Whatcoulditbe?Hethoughtaboutitandcameupwiththeconclusionthattheonlywaytomakehim

changehisperspectivewasifJackgotintoahugefightwithWesley

Atthatthought,heabruptlystraightenedhisbackandhiseyesnearlypoppedoutoftheirsockets.Jack

mustbemadifhewasreallyplanningtodothat.JustwhenhewasabouttoaskJackthis,asudden

commotioncaughthisattention.Heturnedtothesourceandsawadelicatemanmakinghiswayfrom

afar.

Jackinstantlyknewwhohewasfromthewhisperingsofthecrowd.

“BrotherDaleisactuallyontime.Ithoughthewouldcomeatthelastminute.”

“Yeah.Heisknownforhislast-minutearrival.Hemustbewell-acquaintedwithBrotherWesley’s

temper.WhoknowswhatBrotherWesleywouldsayIfhecamelate.”
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“I’vebeenlookingforwardtothisfightforthelongesttime.Theyhavealwaysbeenatoddswitheach

otherwithbothofthemwantingtosteponeachother’sheads.It’sonlynaturalthatBrotherDale

doesn’twanttogiveBrotherWesleyachancetofindfaultswithhim.”

“Tobehonest,Idon’tthinkBrotherWesleyisongoodtermswithalotofotherbrothershere.”

“There’snodoubtaboutthat.Hehasalwayslookeddownonthosewhosepowerisbeneathhim.Why,

justafewdaysago,hetotallyignoredmewhenIgreetedhim!ItwasthenthatIfindtherumorsabout

hispersonalitytobetrue.”

AlltheircommentsdriftedintoJack’sears.Apartfromhisposseofsuck-ups,Wesleyseemedtohave

garneredareputationofbeingdifficulttogetalongwith,nodoubtduetohisarrogance.



AssoonasDalearrivedattheviewingplatform,heglancedatWesleyforasecondandimmediately

wenttositdownatanareafurthestfromWesley.Itlookedliketherumorofthembeingatoddswith

eachotherwastrue.

“IfeellikeBrotherDaleseemstobelackinginconfidence,”saidBrookwithaslightlyraisedbrow.

Jacknodded.Dale’sexpressionwasalittlegrimandonthecontrary,Wesleyseemedverycarefree.Even

theirconfidencelevelwasatoddswitheachother.JackhopedthatDalewouldbeabletocomeoutas

thewinnerofthisfight.

Thehostoftoday’sfightwasnoneotherthanJack’soldfriend-AmbroseAdams.Jackknewfromhistime

therethattherewerearoundtenorsodeaconsIntheDualSovereignPavilionbutapartfromZephand

Ambrose,hehadnotcomeacrosstheothers.

Today,therewassomethingsorrowfulaboutDeaconAmbrose’sexpressionasifhehadnotbeengetting

enoughsleep.Aftersteppingintothearena,hetookoutapieceofpaperfromhispocketand

impatientlytriedtosmoothitout.Then,hereadfromthepaperAtfirst,Jackthoughtitwassomething

importantbutrealizeditwasonlytherulesforthefight.

Therulesweresimple,thefightershadtojointhefightoutoftheirownvolition,thefighterscouldnot

causepermanentdamagenordeathtoeachother,andthewagercouldnotbetoohighwiththe

maximumcontributionpointscappedatahundredandfifty.Thiswastopreventthefightersfrom

gettingaddictedtofightinginthewagerbattlearena.

Afterreadingoutalltherules,DeaconAmbroseannouncedthestartofthefightwithawaveofhishand

andinvitedallthediscipleswhowantedtojointhefight,uptothearenawiththeirwagers.Therewere

atotalofsevenbattleplatformsanditwasimpossibleforDeaconAmbrosetopresideoverthemall

thereforehehadbroughtalongwithhimafewminorstewards.

BrookpulledonJack’ssleevesandpointedatthechubbyminorsteward.“That’sStewardFleming.He’s

DeaconAmbrose’sbestassistant.Don’tbefooledbyhissmileyface.He’sthestingiestpersonI’veever

knownandtheotherscallhimIronRooster.”



StewardFlemingwassochubbythathisfacialfeatureswereallsquishedtogether,anditwastruethat

hewasalwayssportingasmile.However,afterthatlittleintroductionbyBrook,Jackmadeamental

notetohimselftobewaryofStewardFleming.

Thereweremanycontestantsinotherbattleplatformssinceeverydisciplemustjoinafightoncea

month,thoughthemostpopularfighttodayhadgottobethefightbetweenDaleandWesley.

Wesleyseemedtobeimpatienttogetthefightstarted.Heshotupfromhisseatassoonasthe

announcementtobeginwasmade.Heshookawaythenon-existentdustonhisbodyandmadehisway

purposefullytothecentermostbattleplatform.
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WesleybowedslightlytoDeaconAmbroseandwhisperedsomethinginhisearwhilepointingatDale.

DeaconAmbrosethennoddedandgesturedforDaletocomedownwithhiseyes.Itseemedthatboth

WesleyandDalehadalreadygreetedDeaconAmbroseastheystoodattheoppositeendofeachother.

“Informaldisciple,WesleySayerofranking187andinformaldisciple,DaleWoodwardofranking143

haveagreedtoawagerofahundredandfiftycontributionpoints.IfWesleySayerwinsthisround,then

theywillswaptheirrankings,andifDaleWoodwardwinsthisround,theirrankingswillremain

unchanged,”boomedDeaconAmbroseandimmediatelyleftthebattleplatform.

Hethenactivatedtheprotectiveformationwiththespiritedcrystals.Eachbattleplatformhadbeenset

upwiththeirindividualprotectiveformationtopreventthestrayenergyfromaffectingthespectators.

WesleyandDaleremainedfacingeachother.Dalewasfrowningandseemedreluctanttotalksmack

whileWesleydidnotevenbothertolookathimbutinstead,waslookingatJackwhichcausedtheother

spectatorstodothesame.Jackwasalittlerenderedspeechlessbythis.

“Someonebetternottrytoescapeorbegformercywhenthisfightstarts.There’snousebeggingfor

mercy.Onemustkeepone’spromises.Ifnot,bepreparedtobethelaughingstockofeveryone,”said



Wesleywithhischinheldhigh.

EveryonewhoheardthisknewthatWesleywasdirectinghiswordsatJack,andnotDale.Theystarted

tolaughandlookedatJackmockingly.TheywerewaitingeagerlytoseetheexpressiononJack’sface

onceWesleydisplayedhistruepowerandwaswonderingifJackwouldstillbeabletoremainascalm.

ThecornerofJack’slipsbegantotwitch.HewassofedupwithWesley’scockinessandturnedhiseyes

awayfromhim.However,BrookbecameevenmoreagitatedatWesley’swordsashemovedaroundas

ifhewassittingoncoals.

Justthen,afamiliarvoicedriftedtoJack’sears.Noelhadcometothearenatoo.“Justignorehim.Ifnot,

therewon’tbeanendtoit.”

Jacknodded.ArguingwithWesleywasexactlywhattheotherspectatorswantedandbesides,therewas

nopoint,soitwasbetterforhimtokeephismouthshut.

However,Wesleymisinterpretedthiskindofbehaviorascowardice.Helaughedandinapompoustone

said,“There’snouseactinglikeacowardnow.I’llneverforgiveyouforwhatyouhavesaidtome.I’ve

promisedyouthatyou’llpayforbehavingdisrespectfullytowardme!”

IttookJack’severyefforttonotrollhiseyesatWesley.

“Hey,Wesley!I’mthepersonyou’refightingnow.Quityouryappinganddon’twastemytime.Let’s

beginthefightnow!”shoutedDaleimpatientlywithafrown.

Wesleysmirked.HewasnotangeredbyDale’swordsatall.Hecalmlywipedhishandagainstthethinair

andinstantlyaswordmeasuringthreefeetappearedInhispalm.
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TheswordwastwinklinglikethestarsintheMilkyWayandfromthelooksofit,seemedtobevery

heavy.Dale,too,tookouthisweaponfromhisLootringandhisweaponofchoicewasapairofdaggers

etchedwithmysteriousredpatterns.

LookingatboththeirweaponscausedJacktofrownsubconsciously.Eversincecomingtothisworld,he

hadwonderedwhetherheshouldequiphimselfwithaweaponthatwouldbemoresuitableforhim

becauseafterall,one’sweaponcoulddrasticallyincreaseone’sbattlepower.However,theDestroying

theVoidskillhewascultivatingrightnowwasasoulattributeskillandasoulattributeweaponwasone

ofthehardestweaponstocomeacross.

Dalewasclenchinghisdaggerstightlyinbothhandsandwithlightning-fastspeedshotacrossthe

platformsofastthatnoonecouldseewherehewent.Alltheycouldseewasthemysteriousredglowof

hisdagger.

Wesleyscoffed.Thiswaslikechild’splaytohim.HeswunghisswordwhenDalewasafewfeetaway

fromhimandtheswordcamedownonDalelikeaflashingmeteorite.Theforceoftheattackalonewas

enoughforthemtosensetheextraordinarypower.DaleblockedWesley’sswordwithhisdaggersanda

silverlightimmediatelywipedouthisdaggers’redlight.

Whilestillsuspendedinmid-air,hetwistedhimselfawayfromthesilverswordlightwhichcrashed

againstthebattleplatformwithaloudbang.Fortunately,thebattleplatformwasmadewithaspecial

materialthatmadeitnearimpossibleforfighterstodestroy.However,Wesley’sswordattackwasso

powerfulthatitleftafaintmarkonit.

Mostofthespectators’jawsdroppedtothegroundafterseeingthatandonceagain,begantogivetheir

twocentsworth.

“ThatskillmustbetheSevenStarsMeteorCloud!Iheardit’sanintermediateredlevelskillandWesley

hasbeencultivatingitbeyondacertainlevel.”

Jackraisedhiseyebrowwhenheheardthis.HeinitiallythoughtthatWesley’sskilltobeatleast

premiumredlevel.Afterall,itmadesenseforhimtohaveapremiumredlevelskillwiththisstrong

supportsystemandexceptionaltalentsoitcameasashocktoJackthatheonlypossessedan



intermediateredlevelskill.

Hetriedtothinkofthereasonforthisbutsinceheonlycametothisworldnotlongago,hecouldnot

thinkofthereasonsatall.Thus,heturnedtoenlistthehelpofNoel.“IadmitthatWesleyhasagood

grasponthebasicsofintermediateredlevelskillbutIreallythoughthewillatleastpossessapremium

redlevelskill.ImeanElderSayershouldbeabletogetthatkindofskillforhimquiteeasily,right?”

Noel’seyesflashedwithconfusionbutthenstartedtolookatJacklikehewasamonster.“Dude,doyou

evenknowwhatyou’retalkingabout?Yes,Wesley’stalentistrulyexceptionalbutdoyouseriouslythink

thatanyonewouldbeabletoattainapremiumredlevelskilljustlikethat?Attainingapremiumred

levelskillissomuchmoredifficultthanattaininganintermediateredlevelskill.Thedifficultyofalevel

isdisproportionatelyhigherthanthenext.Youdon’tthinkWesleyknowsaboutallthis?”

JackraisedhiseyebrowashelistenedtoNoel’sexplanation.“You’vementionedthathehadattaineda

certainlevelandwhichlevelmightthatbe?”askedNoel.

BothDaleandWesleyweretestingeachotheroutonthebattleplatformwithnoneofthemunleashing

theirfullpoweryet.However,basedonthisalone,onecouldtellthatDalewasnomatchforWesley.
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“Hemustbeinthefirststage,”answeredJackjustasthetwoonthebattleplatformweregettinginto

theheatofthefight.

Jack’sreplycausedNoel,whowasfacingthebattleplatform,toturnaroundandlookhimstraightinthe

eyeswithanexpressionthatleftnoroomfordoubtthathewascrazy.

“Whatisthisfirststagethingyou’retalkingabout?Don’ttellmeyoudon’tknowthatwedon’tusefirst

orsecondorthirdtoascertainthelevelofamartialartskillortechnique?”

ThecornersofJack’slipstwitched.Itwasonlynaturalhedidnotknowhowtherulesinthispartofthe

worldworked,afterall,thesoulfragmenthehadobtainedwasnotsomeonefromtheHestiaContinent.



LookingatJack’sexpression,Noelhadalreadygottenhisanswer.“I’mbeginningtosuspectthatyou

havebeenlivingunderarockallthiswhile.Howcouldyounotknowallthese?”saidNoelwithanairo

fresignation.

JackcoughedgentlywhiletryingtothinkhowtoanswerNoel.“Yes,you’reright.I’vebeenlivingundera

rockallthiswhile.Ihopeyoudon’tmindmeaskingallthese.Theysayanyonecouldbeyourteacher

andyoujustsohappentobeminerightnow.”

Jack’swordsobviouslydidthetrickforNoelashestartedexplaininghappilytohimaboutalltheinner

workingsoftheHestiaContinent.“Nomatterthetechniqueorskill,therearethreelevelstocultivation

–preliminary,proficient,andperfection.Forexample,Wesley’sSevenStarsMeteorCloudseemstobe

atthelevelbetweenpreliminaryandproficientmeaningtosayhehadattainedthepreliminarylevel

andwasclosetotheproficientlevel.Oncehereachestheproficientlevel,hewouldsurelybeableto

strikeDaledownwithoneswingofhissword.”

Jacknoddedandguessedthathehadnoteventouchedthepreliminarylevelonhiscultivationof

DestroyingtheVoidskill.Accordingtotheskill’sintroduction,onewouldhavetobeabletocondense

andmasterthecontrolofatleasttenSoulSwordstoreachthepreliminarylevel.

NotonlywouldJackneedtobeabletocombinethetenSoulSwordsbutalsocontrolthemindividually

tosurroundhisenemies.Atthatthought,hestartedtopanicashehadnoideawhatkindofmartialskill

wouldbemostsuitableforthiskindofattack.ShouldhefollowDale’sfootstepsandchoosethedaggers?

Justwhenhewascontemplatingallthese,thebattlebetweenWesleyandDalehadreacheditsclimax.

WesleywasactinglikeamalepeacockasheconfidentlybombardDalewithhisswordattacksandfrom

thefrownonDale’sface,hewastryingtosuppresshisangeratthehelplessnessofitall.

Finally,Dalewasnotwillingtocontinueon.Withapushfromhispointedfoot,hemanagedtoputsome

distancebetweenthetwoofthem.Hequicklyperformedahandsealandraysofredlightbeganto

envelopthewholeareaastheytransformedintoflameswhichdancedwiththesamerhythmasifthey

weresynchronizedswimmers.



“DivineSkyCrows!”shoutedDaleferociously.Theflamesstartedburningmorevigorouslyand,tothe

astonishmentofallthespectators,transformedintoflamingbirds.
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Theflamingbirdsflewallaroundtheareaandleftatrailofflamewhenevertheywent.Eachofthebirds

wasmadeupofflames,andeventhefeatherswereswirlingwiththepatternoffire.

“ThishastobethemostpowerfulskillDalehaseverused.IfIremembercorrectly,DivineSkyCrowsis

alsoanintermediateredlevelskill.However,it’shardtotellatfirstblushwhichcultivationlevelheisat.

HecouldbeatthesamelevelasWesleythough.”

Thecoloroffire-engine-redfilledthewholebattleplatformwhichreflectedinallofthespectators’eyes.

Dalehadpulledouthisbigguns—thefireattributeskillhewasbestat.Heknewthatitwouldbea

disadvantageforhimtocontinueasherealizedthathewasnomatchforWesley.

Withashout,heflungbothofhisfire-engine-reddaggersuptothesky.Hecouldcontrolthedaggers

withhisthoughts.Instantly,thedaggersblendedwiththeflamingbirds,andeveryonethereknewthis

wouldbehismostpowerfulattack.

“You’regoingdown,youloser!”shoutedDaleangrily.Immediately,alltheflamingbirdsshotdown

crazilyatWesley,staininghissurroundingsred.Incontrast,hispale,calmfaceseemedtobeglowingas

theswordinhishandwashummingwithalowsound

HepointedhisswordatDaleandcalmlyperformedahandsealjustwhentheflamingbirdswereabout

tocrashintohim.Immediately,countlesssilverlightsappearedmid-air.Althoughthesilverlights

seemedtobeunnoticeableundertheredglowoftheflamingbirds,theystartedtobecomebrighter

andbrighterwhentheflamingbirdappearedcloserandcloser.

Withawaveofhislefthand,thesilverlightsgatheredandspunmadlyaroundhisswordwhichhewas

holdinginhisrighthand.Inablinkofaneye,thesilverlightscondensedintotwosmallstars;sosmall

werethetwostarsthattheywereatleastabilliontimessmallerthantherealonesupabovethesky.



Evenso,thespectatorscouldsensetyrannicalenergyfromthepairofspinningstars.Wesley’sspeed

andpowersuddenlyincreaseddrasticallyandwithnowarningatall,hejumpeduptotheskyand

broughthissworddownontheflamingbirds.Allthatcouldbeheardwastheairbeingrippedapartand

theflamingbirdsstarteddroppingonebyoneunderhisattack.Theyneverstoodachanceagainst

Wesley’sswordatall.

Wesleycontinuedslashinghiswaythroughtheflamingbirdsandunderthebuffofhistwoministars,

thespeedofhisattackincreasedevenmore.Someoftheweakerinformaldisciplescouldnotevenkeep

uphisswordandwouldonlyknowwherehehadbeenwhentheflamingbirdsfellfromthesky.

Ontheotherside,Dalewassweatingprofusely.Heperformedahandsealagaintomaketheflames

burnstrongerandtosummonmoreflamingbirds.However,thisdidnotdeterWesleyatall.Hesmirked

andinaninstant,theswarmofflamingbirdswaswipedoutonceagain.
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TheflamingbirdswerethecondensationofDale’senergyandtransformedbacktoitsoriginalred-light

state,diffusingintothesurroundingswhentheywerestruckbyWesley’ssword.Wesley’sspeedof

castingouttheattackswaslightningfastandeventhoughDalekeptonreplenishingtheflamingbirds

withhistrueenergy,therewasstillabigholeintheswarm.

Wesleyshotthroughtheholewhenitwasbigenoughforhimtogothroughandinstantlyappearedin

frontofDale.ThecornersofDale’slipswentrigid,hedidnotexpectthatWesleywouldbeabletobreak

throughtheswarm.

TheflamingbirdswerenomatchforWesleyatall.Wesleyscoffedandthethree-footswordinhishand

castoutadazzlingsilverlight.Thetwoministarsorbitingaroundhissword,crackedandtheirlight

infusedintothesword,makingitasbrightasthegalaxy.

Atthissight,thebackofDale’sneckwentcold.Hemadlyperformedanotherroundofhandsealsto

summonthescatteredflamingbirdstocreateabarrierinfrontofhim.



ThatdidnotevenmakeWesleybathiseyelid.Heraisedhisswordagainandsaid,“BeholdmySeven

StarsMeteorCloud!”

Thedazzlinggalaxylightbecameonewiththeswordandcutdownontheflamingbird’sbarrierjust

wheneveryonewaswideningtheireyes.Theyheardacrispcrackingsoundandtheflamingbirdbarrier

splitinhalf.

Eventhoughtheflamingbirdbarrierabsorbedmostoftheattack,theremainingforcelandedonDale.

Hesuddenlyfeltatearingpaininhisshouldersandchestastheblooddyedhisclothesred.Hescreamed

painfullyandwassentflyingbeforelandingonthegroundwithaheavythud.Allthespectatorshad

theirjawsalreadydroppedtothegroundbythen.

Wesleyraisedhiscoldbrowandcastoutanotherswordattack.TheattackwasnotaimedatDale’svital

organsbutwasstillimbuedwithapowerfulforce.Everyoneheardaslashingsoundandanotherdeep

swordwoundappearedonDale’schest.

ThefirstswordslashwasfromDale’sleftshoulder,cuttingdiagonallyacrosshisrighttorsoandthe

secondwasfromhisrightshoulder,cuttingdiagonallyacrosshislefttorsoandthecombinedeffectwas

abloodyX.Hisshirtwascompletelystainedredandhelookedextremelypitiful.However,itwasnotthe

painthathecouldnothandlebutthehumiliationbroughtbyWesley.

Afterthatsecondslash,WesleystoredhisswordbackinthestoragespaceandalightedgentlynearDale,

whowaslyingontheground.HelookeddownatDalewithamockingandcondescendingexpression,

makingDaleflushevenredderintheface.Daletriedtostandup,wantingtofighttodeathwithWesley.

However,beforehecoulddothat,theyallheardtheresultsbeingannounced.“ThewinnerisWesley

Sayer.Thetwocontestantswillswaptheirrankingandthewagerofonehundredandfiftycontribution

pointsgoestoWesleySayer.”

Oncetheannouncementsounded,nomatterhowfrustratedDalewas,therewasnothinghecoulddo.

Therulesmustbeobeyed.
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ArunnerdiscipleswiftlyenteredthebattleplatformtocarryDaleafterDeaconAmbrosedeactivated

theprotectiveformation.Dale’sfacewaspalewithpainandhewasstaringdaggersatWesley,whoon

thecontrary,wasexpressionless.Heimmediatelyleftthebattleplatformwithoutevenoncelooking

backatDale,afterDeaconAmbrosehadannouncedtheresult.

Apandemoniumakintofivehundredducksquackingatthesametimeroseupafterthebattleended.

“BrotherDaleisnomatchforBrotherWesley.Thatwasevidentfromthestartsoit’snosurpriseBrother

Wesleycameoutasthewinner.”

“Actually,IthinkBrotherWesleyshouldberankedhigherthanhispreviousranking.Theonlyreason

BrotherDalewasabletorank143rdwasthathehasbeenintheAcademylonger.Talent-wise,it’s

definitelyBrotherWesleywho’sstronger.Ihavenodoubtthatifgivenmoretime,BrotherWesleywill

surpassmoredisciples!”

AlthoughDalerankedhigherthanWesley,manypeoplestillfeltthathistalentwaslacking.

“DoyouthinkWesleyunleashedallhispowerthen?”askedsomeoneandmoreopinionsensued.

“Idon’tthinkso.Helookedateasewhenheretractedhissword.Icanguaranteeyouthathehasmore

energyleft.Dalebeingstrongerthanusdoesn’tmeanthatWesleywillneedallhispowertodefeat

him.”

“Yeah,I’msojealousofWesley’stalent.Amongstus,he’sthesecondmosttalenteddiscipleafter

BrotherDuncan.There’saslightprobabilityhewillbecomeachosendisciple.”

“Whatdoyoumeanbyaslightprobability?Ithinkhisprobabilityishigherthanthat!Hemighteven

becomeafutureelderwiththehelpofElderSayer.Hedefinitelyhasabrightfutureaheadofhim.”



Thesecommentsbroughtupafeelingofenvyinmanyofthedisciples’hearts.However,thefeelingof

jealousywasmixedwithadmiration,therefore,theywouldnotdoanythingtoWesleybehindhisback.

Howcouldtheywhenhewaswaymoretalentedthanthem?

NoelsighedandglancedsidewaysatJack.HewasexpectingJacktobeinabadmoodafterseeinghow

Wesleyhadeasilydefeatedthe143rdrankedDale.Hewoulddefinitelyfeeltheimmensepressureasif

beingpressedunderahundredbouldersifhewastheonewhoneededtogoagainstWesleyinthenext

battle.

However,tohissurprise,herealizedJackdidnotevenbataneyelid.Hisexpressionremainedcarefree

andimpassiveinthefaceofWesley’spower.ThecornersofNoel’slipstwitched.Hedidnotknow

whetherheshouldpraiseJack’scomposureorhisactingskill.

Chapter2009

EvenhecouldnottellwhetherJack’sconfidencewasbecausehehadagoodplanorhewasfakingit

untilhemadeit.MostofthepeopletherethoughtJackwasdoingthelatterandhatedhimforit.

Wesleyhadbeenstaringathimeversincehegotdownfromthebattleplatform.HewasexpectingJack

tobescaredshitlessandbecameextremelyfuriouswhenhewasnot.“Hemustbepretendingnottobe

scared!There’snowayhe’snotscared.Hisactingisdefinitelybetterthanhisfighting.”

Hedidnotbothertokeephisvoicelowbutinstead,saiditreallyloudandmadetheotherswhoheardit

lookatJackwithcuriosity.Jack’soverlycalmbehaviorgavethemnodoubtthathewasdefinitely

pretendingnottobescared.Notbotheringwhathewouldthinkofthem,theystartedtogivetheirtwo

cents’worth.

“Ugh,Ican’tstandhimlookingsocalm!Icanunderstandhimstayingsocalmifhehadn’tseenwhat

BrotherWesleycando.Idon’tevenknowwhyhebotherstoputupapretensewheneveryoneknows

BrotherWesley’spowercanberankedinthetoponehundredamongstus,informaldisciples.”

“Hemustbedoingittoprotecthisownego.Nomatterhowscaredhe’sfeeling,hedefinitelywouldnot

letoutsidersseebutthisjustmakeshimmoreofalaughingstock.”



“Yeah,he’sajoke!Theremustbealoosescrewinhisbrain.”

“Ithinkhemightbeinastateofshock.IwouldbescaredshitlessrightnowifIwashim.”

“You’reright.Forgetaboutthegrudgesbetweenthetwoofthem,Wesleydidn’tactuallyhaveto

humiliateDalewiththatlaststrike.Althoughthatlaststrikedidn’tcausepermanentdamagetoDale

thusWesleydidn’tbreakanyrulesbutthere’snodoubtitcausedpermanentemotionalscarringtohim.

I’msureJackwillsufferafarworsehumiliationthanthat.”

“Ithinksotoo.BrotherWesleyandBrotherDaledidn’treallyholdanydeephatredtowardeachother

andyetlookatwhatBrotherWesleydidtohim.Hemusthavebeenplanningsomethingevenworsefor

Jack.”

TheydidnotbothertolowertheirvoicessoitwasonlynaturalthatJackwouldhaveheardwhatthey

said.However,hisexpressionremainedimpassiveandhedidnotevenlooktowardWesley.

ThecornersofNoel’slipstwitchedagain.HeloweredhisvoiceandsaidtoJack,“Areyoureallynot

afraid?WesleyhadtheintentiontohumiliateDalefromtheverystart.The‘X’markonDale’schestis

likeaslaptohisface.IfhecandothattoDale,imaginewhathewilldotoyou.”

“Sowhat?”askedJackwithanequallylowvoiceandwithasmileonhisface.

Chapter2010

ThosetwowordsrenderedNoelspeechless.HeandBrookstaredwide-eyedatJack,notknowingwhatt

osay.JudgingfromJack’sreply,itseemedasifhewasreallynotafraidbuttheycouldnotbe!Theywere

adamanthewaspretendingtobecalm.

ThecornersofBrook’slipsstartedtotwitchtoo.Wesleywasalreadyimmeasurablypowerfultoarunner

disciplelikehim.Therewasnowayhecouldwininafightagainsthiminamillionyearsandhewas



reallyworriedforJack.

ManyofthespectatorstherestartedtoimaginewhatwouldhappenduringthebattlebetweenWesley

andJack.WouldJackbesentflyingwithasinglestrikeofthesword?MaybeWesleywilldohisutmost

tohumiliatehimbycarvingafewXonJack’sface.NotonlywouldthathumiliateJackbutitwouldalso

assurethefactthathewouldneverhaveachancetodoanythinggreatinhislife.

AccordingtotheirunderstandingofWesley’spersonality,theyknewtherewasahighpossibilityforthat

tohappen.Afterall,Wesleyhadthebackingofmanyinfluentialfiguresandthemosthewouldgetfor

humiliatingotherpeoplewasaslightslaponthewrist.Therefore,whywouldhecareabouthurting

otherpeople’segos?

ThemanwithtriangulareyespattedhimselfonthebackforhavingtheforesighttosuckuptoWesley.

NotonlywasWesleymorepowerfulthantheaveragedisciplebutalsohadthebackingofElderSayer.

NodoubtthatfollowingWesleywouldbenefithiminthefuture.

EventhoughWesleyhadwonthebattle,therewasnosignofhappinessonhisface.Onthecontrary,

hiseyeswerefilledwithangerandthemanwiththetriangulareyesinstantlyguessedwhathewasmad

about.

HeshotupfromhisseatandturnedtolookangrilyatJack.Then,hescoffedandinaloudvoicesaid,

“Ohwow,Jack.WeshouldgiveyouanOscarforyouractingskillbutthendidyoureallythinkallofus

werefooledbyyourpretense?Whydon’tyoujustadmityou’reactuallyscaredshitlessrightnow?”

ThemanwithtriangulareyeswasWesley’snumberonefanboyandhewoulddoanythingforhim.

Besides,humiliatinganobodylikeJackwouldnotbringhimanyconsequences.

Jackknittedhisbrow.Thereasonhisfacewasexpressionlesswasbecausehereallydidnotcareabout

Wesley’spowerandknewthattheywouldnotbelievehimevenifhetoldthemthetruth.However,the

manwiththetriangulareyeshadcrossedhisline,andnottomentionhehadalwaysseenhimasathorn

inhisside.



Hestaredathim,scoffed,andinachillytonesaid,“IwasrightwhenIcalledyouWesley’sloyaldog.You

woulddoanythingforyourmasterwithnothoughtsoftheconsequences.”

Hiswordsshockedeveryonethere.Nobodyexpectedhimtosaysomethinglikethat.Hiswordswere

morehurtfulthanifhehadslappedthemanwiththetriangulareyes.Themanwiththetriangulareyes

nearlypunchedJackinthefacebutstoppedhimselfjustintimeastherewasarulesayingnofightingon

theviewingplatform.

BrookwaspaleinthefacefromfrightandhequicklypulledonJack’ssleeves.“BrotherJack,whydidyou

saythat?Hewouldforsureseekrevengeonyounow.”

Jacklaughedsoftlyandinacalmvoicesaid,“DoyoureallythinkhewouldstoptauntingmeifIdidn’t

sayanything?Besides,Iwasonlytellingthetruth.Theonlyreasonhekeepscausingmeproblemsis

becausehewantstopleasehismaster.Therefore,heshouldbepreparedtoreaptheconsequences.”

AlthoughBrookwishedJackwouldshuthismouth,hehadtoadmitwhathesaidwasright.Wesleyand

hisgangwouldnotstopcausingtroubleforJackevenifhelaiddownandrolledover.Heunderstoodall

thisbutlackedthecouragetodoit.

Chapter2011

“HowdareyouhumiliatemeagainandagainwhenI’veshownyounothingbutkindness?!”shouted

Wesley.

JackstaredcoldlyatthemanwithtriangulareyesandWesley.“You’retheonewhokeepson

humiliatingme!Andthere’sonethingyoushouldgetright,it’sthatIwanttohumiliatebutyouserved

yourselfuponaplattertobehumiliatedbyme!Thingswouldn’thavetobethiswayifyoudidn’tforce

metogiveyoutheroomIwonthatday!”

Jackwasonaroll.Hewastellingthetruthbutasthesayinggoes,thetruthhurts.Theothersaround

themstartedtovoicetheiropinionsagain.



“IsJackcrazy?OrdoeshethinkhehasnothingtolosesincehehadalreadyoffendedWesleymanytimes

before?”

“Yeah,Ithinkthatis.MightaswellhumiliateWesleymoresinceheknowshe’sgoingtoloseinthe

battle.”

Someofthemcouldnothelpbutsighandshaketheirheads.“Yup,he’sdefinitelygonecray-cray.What

hesaidwouldonlyspurWesleyon.NodoubtWesleywoulddohisutmosttotortureJackintheir

upcomingbattle.HemightevenbreaktherulesandcrippleJack!”

Noelbecameevenmoreresignedafterlisteningtoalltheircomments.HeknewJackwasreallytalented

butthatdidnotmeanhewouldbeabletodefeatWesley.Heknittedhisbrowsandinalowvoicetriedt

owarnJack,“Shutup,BrotherJack.Areyoucrazy?You’llangerWesleyevenmoreifyoucontinueon

likethis.Hemightevencrippleyouintheupcomingbattleandthenit’llbetoolateforregrets.”

ItwaslogicalforNoeltobeworried.However,Jackdidnotcare.Hesmiledandundereveryone’s

watchfulgaze,stoodupfromhisseatandslowlymadehiswayovertoWesley.Wesleyraisedan

eyebrowandlookedcuriouslyatJack.HewonderedwhathewasdoingwhenJacksuddenlystoppedfive

feetawayfromhim.

“MywageristheindividualroomthatI’mstayinginrightnow.What’syourwager?”askedJack.Every

contestantwouldbetonsomethingbeforegoinguptothebattleplatformjustlikehowWesleyand

Dalebothbettedonahundredandfiftycontributionpointsfortheirbattle.

JackaskedaboutWesley’sbetbecauseWesleydidnothaveanindividualroomofhisownanditmade

senseforhimtoaskbuttotheothers,itsoundedlikehehadtotallygoneinsane.Itwasenoughthathe

remainedimpassiveafterobservingWesley’spowerandyethestillhadthemoodtoaskWesleyforhis

wager?Yup,hehaddefinitelygoneinsane.

DidJackreallythinkhecouldwinWesleyinabattle?Ifhereallydidthinksothentherewasreally

somethingwrongwithhisbrain.EvenNoelandBrookcouldnotbelievewhattheyheardastheystared

wide-eyedatJack.



Wesleywasfirstdazedbuttheneruptedinlaughterasifhehadjustheardthefunniestjokeinthe

universe.“Whatdidyousay?Areyoureallyaskingmeformywager?Oh,BrotherJack,youdon’t

seriouslythinkyoucanwininabattleagainstmeright?Wheredoyouevengetthatconfidenceofyours?

OrshouldIaskwhetheryouweredroppedasachild?”

Jackraisedaneyebrowandsaid,“WheredidIgetmyconfidence?That’snotsomethingyoushould

worryabout.Theonlythingyouneedtodoisanswermeaboutyourwager.Don’tthinkthatI’llfight

againstyouifyoudon’tofferupawager.”

Themanwithtriangulareyesnearlyexplodedwithrage.Hedidnotsayanythingpreviouslysince

Wesleyhadalreadyjumpedintotheconversationbutnowhecouldnotcontrolhimselfanymore.

Chapter2012

ThemanwithtriangulareyesstroderapidlytowardJackandnarrowedhiseyesathimasifJackwasthe

preyandhethepredator.“Iknowwhatyou’retryingtodo!”

‘WhatamItryingtodo?’thoughtJackwithconfusion.

ThemanwithtriangulareyesscoffedandwithanexaggeratedgasppointedatJack.“You’retryingtoget

outofthebattlewithWesley!”

Jack’slipsimmediatelysetinahardline.Hewaslookingatthemanwithtriangulareyesasifhehadjust

escapedfromamentalasylum.“PleasetellmewhathaveIsaidtomakeyouthinkthatway?Whywould

IaskhimforhiswagerifIdon’twanttohaveabattlewithhim?”

Themanwithtriangulareyesshookhisshoulder,scoffed,andwithawaveofhishand,saidloudly,”You

saidyouwon’tfightagainstBrotherWesleyifhedidn’tofferupawager.That’sproofyoudon’twantto

getintoabattleagainsthimbecauseyouknowthatBrotherWesleyisaproudpersonandifheoffersup

awagerthenitmeansyouhaveachanceofwinning.Hehatesyousomuchsothere’snowayhewould

dothat!)



‘Whatkindofsh*tlogicisthis?’thoughtJack.Hefoundthewholethingsoabsurdthathenearlyburst

outinlaughter.However,hecouldtellthemanwithtriangulareyesthoughthehadguessedcorrectlyto

Jack’smotive.

‘Huh!Sohedoesknowthemeaningoftheword‘fear?.There’snodoubthewasactingallalong,’

thoughtthemanwithtriangulareyes,happythathehadmanagedtograbholdofhisweakness.

Hethenturnedtofacethecrowdandsaid,“Youallheardwhathesaidright?Hemustbescaredtofight

againstWesleytosayallthat.Doesheseriouslythinkhe’sworthyenoughforBrotherWesleytoputup

hiswager?”

WesleyraisedhiseyebrowmenacinglyandlookedatJackwithapairofeyesfilledwithderisionasifhe

wasaskinghimwhetherhereallylackedthegutstogoagainsthiminabattle.Jackwasrendered

speechlessbytheirwordsandlooks.Whathehatedthemostwaswastinghisbreathonotherpeople

whoweresureoftheirownviewpoints.However,heknewthingswouldnotsettledownsoeasilyifhe

didnotexplainhimself.Hewishedhedidnothavetowasteanymoretimewiththemanwithtriangular

eyesandWesley.

Thecrowdseemedtoagreewiththemanwithtriangulareyes.Afterall,Wesleywassostrongthateven

Dale,whoranked143rd,wasnomatchforhim.Itwasevenmoreimpossibleforthenewlyrecruited

informaldisciplestowinagainsthim.AllofthemheldthesamesentimentthatJackhadpreviously

agreedtofightWesleyinthewagerbattlearenabecausehedidnotknowjusthowstrongWesleywas.

“Hemusthavegoneinsanewithshockandquicklythoughtupaplanlikethistogethimselfoutofthe

fightwithWesley.However,Idon’tthinkhisplanwillwork.IfWesleyletthematterslideafterallthat

hehadsaid,thennoonewillevertakehimseriouslyanymore.”

“Yeah!WeallknowaboutWesley’sfierytemperandhowhewoulddoanythingtotakeoutthosethat

hehates.Wesleywouldn’tbetheWesleyweknowifletJackgojustlikethat.”

“ThatJackmustbepanickingtocomeupwithauselessplanlikethis.Wesleywoulddefinitelyofferupa



wagerjustsohecouldtorturehimduringthebattle.”

DeaconAmbrose,whowasstandingunderthebattleplatform,glancedatJackwitheyesfilledwith

resignation.Tohim,Jackpossessedunlimitedpotentialbutheshouldreallydosomethingabouthis

impulsivenature.

Chapter2013

TherewasnowayWesley,withhisfierytemper,wouldletJackoffthehooksoeasily.Evenbeatinghim

upwouldnotassuagehisanger.However,DeaconAmbroseandJackwerenotreallythatclosewith

eachothersohechosenottospeakupforJackandcontinuedtoobservefromthesidelines.

Thecrowd’scommentscontinuouslystreamedintohisearandtheirunfoundedspeculationsmadehim

speechless.Nomatterhowunwillinghewastodefendhimself,hewasleftwithnochoicebuttospeak

upforhimselfinordertostopthingsfromprogressingthewaytheywere.

“Canyoujustshutupforabit?You’regettinghysterical,”hesaidtothemanwithtriangulareyes.Then,

hefocusedhisattentiononWesley,whowaslookingathimwithaneyebrowraisedaprovokingsmile.

JackdidnotreallycareaboutwhatWesleywasthinking.“Letmeaskyouagain-what’syourwager?”

Wesleynarrowedhiseyes.Heagreedwithwhatthemanwithtriangulareyessaid;offeringupawager

meantthathethoughtJackhadawinningchanceagainsthim.Hereallylookeddownonthetrash

discipleswhogotintotheDualSovereignPavilionthroughunusualmeans.Jackwouldneverevenhave

thechancetostepintotheDualSovereignPavilionifitwerenotfortheimpendingwarbetweenthe

Clanassociations.Therefore,hedidnotdeservetoholdthesamepositionashim!

However,sinceJackalreadyasked,itwouldbeunbecomingofhimtonotanswer.Hesmiledmockingly

andsaid,“Althoughyou’renotworthyenoughformetoofferawager,I’llstilldoitbecausecrippling

youisthemostimportantthingrightnow.”

DeaconAmbrosecoughedlightlyandsaid,“Therulesofthebattleareclear-nopermanentdamageor



cripplingduringthebattle.”

WesleysimplynoddedathimbutitwasobvioushedidnottakewhatDeaconAmbrosesaidtoheartby

thewayhewasraisinghiseyebrow.Wesley’swordshadspurredthecrowdtobemorespirited.They

wonderedifhewasreallygoingtocrippleJackbutifhereallydidthat,hewouldbepunished!However,

maybehewaswillingtoriskitalltoteachJackalesson.Theyallknewhewouldbefineaslongashedid

notcausepermanentdamagetoJack.Afterall,hecouldalwaysturntoElderSayerforhelp.

EveryoneturnedtolookatJackwithslightpityintheireyes.TheywereallimagininghowJackwould

endupcrippledbyWesley.Someofthemwereevenshakingtheirheadsandthecommentsgotlouder.

Jackwascompletelyspeechless.“Woulditkillyoutojustanswermyquestion?Whatdoesallthishave

todowithego?I’monlyaskingyouaboutyourwager!”HedidnotcarewhatWesleywasfeeling.He

onlywishedtosettlethewagerassoonaspossible.

Wesley’sangerflaredupagainandhisexpressionbecamerigiduponhearingwhatJacksaid.His

hawklikeeyesstaredfixedlyatJack.“Youreallysoundlikeyoucan’twaittodie!Fine,let’shaveityour

wayandtomakeitworthyourwhile-I’llletyoudecidewhatmywagerisgoingtobe.”

Jackraisedhiseyebrowandinacalmandslowmannersaid,“Sinceyoudon’thaveanindividualroom,

howaboutyouofferupawagerofonehundredandfiftycontributionpointsandtwosoulpenetrating

pills?”

Chapter2014Everybody’seyeswerewideopenwhentheyheardthis.Puttingtheresultsofthebattle

aside,justthewagerfromWesleyasrequestedbyJackwasenoughtoshockmanypeople.

Nomatterwhomadethebet,theycouldnotwagermorethan150pavilioncontributionpointsandthis

meantthatJackhadrequestedWesleytobetthehighestcontributionpoints.Togetherwithtwo

soulpenetratingpills,thebetsoaredagainasthesoulpenetratingpillswereoneofthemoreprecious

pillsamongthefifth-gradepills.



Infact,thecultivationofsoul-penetratingpillsrequiredseveralexceptionallypreciousingredients.Due

tothevalueoftheseingredients,thepricingofthesoul-penetratingpillwascomparabletosixthgrade

pills.

IntheDualSovereignPavilion,thepricingofeverysoul-penetratingpillwas150pavilioncontribution

pointsandtwosoul-penetratingpillswouldbe300pavilioncontributionpoints.Togetherwiththe150

pavilioncontributionpoints,theywageredpreviously,theyhadatotalof450pavilioncontribution

points!

ThispricehadfarexceededthepricingoftheroomJackownedrightnow.Commoninformaldisciples

cannoteasilycomeupwithsomanypavilioncontributionpoints.Evenifanyofthemaccumulatedso

manypavilioncontributionpoints,theywereusedtoredeemhigh-grademartialarttechniquesor

martialskills.

ThecornersofWesley’smouthtwitched.Beforehewasabletospeak,themanwithtriangulareyes

wailedandstaredatJackwithhisuglytriangulareyes.“Areyoucrazy?YouareaskingSeniorBrother

Wesleytowageritemsthatareworthmorethan400to500pavilioncontributionpointswhenyour

wagerisonlyaroom.Howdareyousayso!”

EventhougheverybodyknewthatJackwasnevergoingtowin,theyarealsoawarethatthosewho

wentintothewagerbattlearenawouldwageritemsthatareequalinvalue.ThevalueoftheitemsJack

wasrequestingWesleytobetonwassomuchmorecomparedtowhathecouldafford.WhatJacksaid

hadcausedWesley’sdarkenedexpressiontoslowlyturnpurple.

HefeltthatJacksaidthistohumiliatehimwithhopesthathewouldrefusetowagertheseitemstotake

careofhishonor.Inthatcase,Jackwouldnotneedtojoinhiminthewagerbattlearena.

Thepeoplesurroundingthemalsohadthesamethoughtsandmanyofthemsecretlyshooktheirheads.

“JackisquitesmartandheknowsthatWesleywouldbeunconsciouslyshaminghimselfifWesley

agreedtowhatJacksaid.BasedonWesley’scharacteristics,hemightrefusethiswagertoprotecthis

honor.Bythen,JackwillhaveanexcusetorefusetojoinWesleyinthewagerbattlearena.”

“Inthebeginning,Ithoughtthatthisguywasn’tsmartenough.Now,itseemslikeI’velookeddown



uponhimasthiswaymightjustwork.IfI’mWesley,Imightrefusethebetjusttoprotectmyhonor.”

Wesleyhumphedcoldlyafterheheardthediscussionoftheonlookersaroundthem.Hehadanangry

yetmockinglookinhiseyes.Heraisedhisvoiceandsaid,“Alright!Ishallbetalloftheitems!Although

thewagerisinyourfavor,Iwillneverletthingsgoyourway!”

EverybodyonceagainopenedtheireyeswidelyandgaspedaftertheyheardwhatWesleysaid.Wesley

hadgonealloutandignoredeverythingabouthonoraslongashewasabletogiveJackaserious

beating.

WesleydidthissothatJackcouldnotfindanyexcusestonotjoinhiminthewagerbattlearena.Atthis

moment,everybodyonceagainlookedtowardJack.However,Jackseemedtohaverelaxedafterhe

heardwhatWesleysaid.Thehorrifiedandhelplessexpressionthateverybodywasanticipatingdidnot

appearonhisface.

WesleytightenedhisfistsandwasgrittinghisteethInangertowardJack.“Youb*stard,rememberwhat

I’msayingnow.Theendofthismonthshallbethedayofyourdeath!”

Chapter2015

Jackchuckledlightlyafterheheardthisandsaid,“There’snoneedtowaittilltheendofthemonthasw

ecanbattlenow.Sinceyou’veagreedtomydemands,there’snopointinwaiting.”

WhatJacksaidwasthesameasdroppinga3000kilogramsboulderintoacalmlake.Manypeople

immediatelywonderediftheywerehallucinating.WhatdidJackjustsay?Washeinahurrytodiewhen

hesaidthathewantedtogointothebattlearenarightthenandtherewithWesley?Orhadhegivenup

andgonecompletelycrazy?

EvenNoelandBrooklookedateachotherinblankdismayaftertheyheardwhatJacksaid.Theirmouths

werewideopenforalongtimeandtheywereunabletosayawordapartfromthesurpriseintheir

heartsastheylookedatJack’sstraightback.



Jackcompletelyignoredwhattheonlookersthoughtabouthimortheiropinionstowardhim.Hewalked

steadilyandarrivedinfrontofAmbrose.AmbrosewasalsoslightlystunnedashelookedatJack.He

couldnotcomprehendwhatJackwantedtodo.HefeltthatJackwasnotthekindoflunaticwhodidnot

careaboutanythingelse.

Onlyaroundadozendayshadpassedandhewasinsuchahurrytodie?Ifhewasgivenamonthof

trainingtime,hemightbeabletoincreasehisstrengthandwouldnotloseinsuchanuglyway.However,

Jackwasimpatientforittohappen.Thecornersofhismouthtwitchedashespokedryly.“Areyousure

thatyouwanttohaveafightwithhimInthebattlearenanow?”

Jacknoddedsolemnly.“UnlessWesleyisunwillingtofightwithme.”

Wesley’seyesalmostjumpedoutofhissocketswhenheheardthis.Hereallycouldnotunderstand

whatJackhadinmind.Inthebeginning,hethoughtthatJackdidsomanythingstopreventhimself

fromjoiningWesleyinthebattlearena.However,Jackwasinsomuchanticipationtohaveafightwith

him!

Wesleyswallowedhissalivaandthecornersofhismouthtwitchedashespoke.“Sure!Wedefinitely

havetofight!”

Jacknodded.Wasthisnotover?Whatwasworthfeelingtangledabout?Jack’slackofdilemmadidnot

meanthatAmbrosewasnotinadilemma.Hesoftlysighedandfeltthatthiswassuchanintriguingday.

However,hecouldnotsayanythingasthejudgesincebothJackandWesleyhadagreedtotheterms.

HeaskedStewardFlemingtopasshimthewagerrecordbookasheslowlywrotedownallthewagers

setbybothofthem.Whenhefinallyfinishedwritingthelastitem,hecouldnothelpbutaskagain,“Are

yousurethatyouwouldliketohaveabattlewithhimnow?”

Jacknoddedcalmly.Ambroseexhaleddeeplyanddecidedtosaynothingelse.Hepointedatthebattle

arenainthemiddlethatwasnewlyemptied.“Thisisyourbattlearena.Thetwoofyoucangoupnowif

you’reready.”

JackturnedaroundandlookedatWesleyashespoke.“Doyouneedtotakearesttorestoreyourpeak

stateasyou’vejustfinishedabattle?”



AfterWesleyheardwhatJacksaid,hisfacialexpressionchangedliketherewerefireworkshappening.

Hisfacialexpressionalternatedbetweenagreenishcolorandbeingpale.Hehumphedcoldlyashis

shoulderstrembled.Wesleyfeltthathedidnotknowhowtorespondashewasexasperated.Heeven

wonderediftherewassomethingwrongwiththisguy.Theotheronlookerswerealsospeechless.Jack

wasactuallyworriedthatWesleywasnotathispeakstate?WasheworriedthatWesleywouldbe

unabletowoundhimbadlylater?

Atthismoment,everybodywascertainthattherewassomethingwrongwithJack’smentalityorhe

wouldnothavespokeninsuchamanner.Wesleyinhaleddeeplyandrefusedtosayanythingashe

directlywalkedtowardthebattlearenahehadjustcomedownfrom.

Theshouldersofthemanwithtriangulareyestrembledasaspeechlessexpressionappearedonhisface.

“I’veneverseenanybodylikeyou,whowishestodiesomuch.Therereallyarevariouskindsofstrange

thingsinthisgreatworld.”

Chapter2016

Infact,Jackcouldnotcontainhimselfforlongwiththetriangular-eyedmanpesteringhim,rightnextto

him.Toeveryone’ssurprise,Jackabruptlyturnedaroundandstaredatthemanwithtriangulareyes

coldly.Sneering,hesaid,“I’vealwaysbeenavengefulperson,andyou’ddowelltoremembermy

words.”

Afterhefinishedspeaking,Jackturnedaroundandwalkedtowardthebattlearenainthemiddle.Atthis

moment,Wesleywasalreadystandingattheeastsideofthebattlearea,andJackstoodoppositehim.

Thetwoofthemlookedateachother,oneofthemexpressionlesswhiletheotherlooked

contemptuous.WesleylookedatJackasifhewasanidiotoradummy,butJack’sexpressionremained

passiveforthemostpart.

ItlookedlikenomatterwhatexpressionsWesleyhadonhisface,itwouldnotaffectJack.Thesoundo

fpeoplediscussingwhatwashappeningbeneaththestagewasnoisyenoughtohurtpeople’sears.After

all,noneofthemexpectedthingstodevelopuntilsuchasituation.Alotofbusybodiesstartedtosend

transmissionrunestotheirfriendswhowerenottheretowatchthebattlesothattheywouldnotmiss

thegreatbattle.



BothBrookandNoelstaredatthosetwo,staringateachotherfromadistanceastheystoodonthe

battlestage,withfrownsontheirfaces.Theyhadnoideawhattosayatthatmoment.Aftersometime,

BrookloweredhisvoiceashespoketoNoel,“SeniorBrotherNoel,doyouthinkthatSeniorBrotherJack

hasgivenup?”

Brookwasincrediblywaryatthispoint,andhedidnotfeelthattherewassomethingwrongwithwhath

esaid.Instead,hewashesitantashefeltthatWesleywouldsurelydefeatJack,andthatparticularscene

wasunimaginabletohim.

Noelfrownedandsighedsoftlybeforehespokewithahintofuncertainty,“Ihavenoidea,butIdon’t

thinkJack’sbrainhadmalfunctionedorsomething.”Infact,hehadnoideawhatheshouldsay.

AlthoughheknewthatJackwasverytalentedintermsofthesoulattribute,hehadnoideawhichlevel

wasJack’struestrengthat.

Jackwasonlyattheinitialstageofinnatelevel,butWesleyhadalreadyachievedtheintermediatestage

ofinnatelevel.Fromthefightingprowessalone,WesleywasonelevelaheadofJack.Ontopofthat,

JackhadonlyjoinedtheDualSovereignPavilionforadozendaysandhadyettobetrainedand

groomedbythepavilion.HowcouldhebeWesley’sopponentwhenhehadhistalentsbutnotthe

resources?

HemightnotbeabletodefeatWesleyevenifhewasInthesamerealmasWesley,letalone

challengingWesleyatalowerlevel!

Astheystoodonthebattlearena,WesleycouldnothelpbutsneeredatJack’sseeminglyexpressionless

face,commenting.“You’reagoodactor,I’llhandthattoyou.Youstillcanbepassiveatatimelikethis.

Youhavenoideawhat’llhappentoyou,doyou?”

Jackraisedhiseyebrows.“CanyoujustgetonwithIt?What’sthepointofmakingtheseuseless

remarks?”

TheinformaldisciplessittingattheaudienceseatswerebaffleduponhearingJack’sremark.Hisbrain



musthavebeenfilledwithwater,andthedamagemusthavebeendetrimental.Whyelsewouldhesay

suchathing?

“Doyouhaveanyideawhatyouaretalkingabout,youngman?”jeeredWesley.“You’rechallengingme

fromalowerlevel,andyou’veonlyjoinedtheDualSovereignPavilionrecently.Doyoutrulythinkthat

youcandefeatme?!”Wesleylaughedashespoke.

Jacknoddedandactuallyrepliedlevel-headedly,“Iwouldn’tbestandinghereifIwasn’tsureIcan

defeatyou.”

Rightafterthat,asuffocatingsilenceappearedfirstbeforesomebodysnickered,andlaughterfilledthe

entirearea.AlargegroupofpeoplebrokeoutintolaughterbecauseofwhatJacksaid,lookingatJackas

thoughhewasthebiggestclownforthinkinghecoulddefeatWesley.Didhenotunderstandthathe

wasonlyintheinitialstageofinnatelevelanddidnothavethesupportofpowerfulresources?

OnwhatgroundsdidhethinkthathecoulddefeatWesley?Wasitjustbecauseofthefactthathe

rankedfirstplaceduringtheadmissionassessment?ThatadmissionassessmentwasnothingtotheDual

SovereignPaviliondiscipleswhojoinedthepavilionthroughtheusualadmissiontests,andmanyof

themtherecouldhavedonewhatJackdid!

Wesleyscoffedindignantly.“Youtrulyareentertaining.ThefactthatI’mfightingwithsomeonelikeyou

inthebattlearenaisaninsulttome!”

Chapter2017

Afterhiswarning,Wesleydidnotbothersayinganythingelseashepulledhisthree-feet-longsword

fromhisstoragering,grippingittightlybythehilt.Heraisedhisrighthand,andtheswordwasonce

againilluminatedwithasilver-likelight.Everybodylookedonasthespecksofstarlightgatheredthat

becameasmallyetbrightstarwithinthesword’ssilver-likelight.

FightingwithJackdidnotrequireWesleytousemuchstrength.Heformedtwosilverstarswhenhe



foughtDale,buthewouldonlyneedonetoblastJackawaycompletely.

Jackraisedhiseyebrows.Whenhewasattheaudienceseatsbackthen,henoticedWesleyusingthe

SevenStarsMeteorCloud,butstandingrightacrossWesley,hecouldclearlyfeeltheoverwhelming

strengthoftheSevenStarsMeteorCloud.Ifhewasausualmartialartistintheinitialstageoftheinnate

level,hewouldhavelosthisimposingmomentumundersuchastrongsuppression.Itwaspossiblethat

somewithweakerfightingprowesswouldnotbeabletostandstraight.

TheSevenStarsMeteorCloudwastrulyaRed-levelintermediatemartialskill.Jackraisedhiseyebrowas

heslowlytookoutablackdaggerfromtheMustardSeed.Therewasnothingspecialaboutthisblack

dagger.ItwasonlythelengthofhisfingersandwasnotmuchdifferentfromDale’sweaponapartfrom

thecolor.

Jackhadbeenthinkingaboutwhatweaponheshouldusebeforehewentupthebattlearena.Even

afterthinkingitthrough,hestillfeltthatthedaggerwasmoresuitableforhim.Althoughdaggerswere

moresuitableforassassins,DestroyingtheVoidwasasoulattributemartialskill,anditseemedsuitable

forhimtobeanassassin.

ItmighthavebeenbecauseofhowordinarythedaggerJackhadlookedwithoutanyformationorrunes

carvedintoit,butthegossipandmurmursbelowthestageamplified.

“Thisyoungmancan’tevencomeupwithadecentweapon.Thisislookingreallyshabby.”

“He’sjustaguywithoutanybackground,andhehadjustjoinedthepavilionrecently.Howcouldheown

weaponsthatcouldrivalorbeonparasours?”

WesleyharrumphedindignantlyashestaredattheblackdaggerJackhadathand.Withamoveofhis

sword,hewentstraighttowardJack,planningtodefeathimwithasinglemove.Hewantedtoinjure

JacktothepointJackwouldnotbeabletocounterhim,allsoWesleycouldregainhishonor.Jackhadt

opaydearly!



Wesleymovedextremelyspeedily,likeanarrowreleasedfromthebow.HecamerushingtowardJack

withthesoundofwindwhistling.Hisswordlookedominousasitcontainedhiswilltokill.Aregular

personintheinitialstageoftheinnatelevelwouldnotbeabletowithstandthestrengthofhisattack.

Frowning,Jackperformedthesealwithhishands.Soon,astreakofblacklightappearedfromhispalm.

Untilthatmoment,JackwasunabletoestimateWesley’struestrength.However,Wesleyrealizedat

thatmomentthatJackdidnotpaymuchimportancetohim.Hence,hedecidedtonotuseallhis

strength,andthisswordattackonlyusedaportionofhisstrength.

Ifthatwasthecase,hehadtoremaincalm.

AftertheblacksoulswordappearedinJack’spalm,Itimmediatelycoveredtheentireblackdagger.The

daggertrembledbeforeitseeminglyhummed,lookingasthoughthedaggercouldbarelycontainthe

powerinsertedintoit.

Jackfrownedasheonceagainperformedthesealwithhishands.Thistime,theblackdagger

immediatelyfloatedintomid-air.

Unfortunately,Wesley’sattackwasrightbeforeJackintheblinkofaneye.

Jackpushedhishandsforwardcalmly,andtheblackdaggermovedforwardtowardWesley’ssword

attack.

Wesleyscoffedhaughtilyandsnapped,“You’rebitingoffmorethanyoucanchew!”

ManystartedtofeelsorryforJackwhentheysawthisscene.Inthebeginning,everybodywas

anticipatingthemartialskillsthatJackwasgoingtoperform.WhentheyrealizedthatJackhadonly

infusedhisblackdaggerwithastreakofblacklight,almosteverybodyshooktheirheadsatthesame

time.



Chapter2018

Anypowerfulmartialskillwouldbeaccompaniedbyaferociouspowermotionwhenitwasreleased,

However,nooneamongtheaudiencesittingcouldfeelanypowermovementfromthedark-colored

lightwhenJackactivatedthemartialskill.

Thespectators’reactionsweresimilartothosewhoobservedthefightbetweenJackandWarren.

Everybodyheardaclearclangingsoundofweaponsknockingintoeachother.Theblackdaggerandthe

silverswordinWesley’shandscollidedwithoneanother.

Thesilverswordshoneglaringly,andaconfidentsmirkappearedonWesley’sface.Tohim,Jack’sblack

daggerwaslikeapieceoftrashhecouldeasilyknockoffintotheair…butthesmileonhisfacesoonfell

afterafewsecondsashefeltabluntforcecomingtowardhisrighthand,thehandthatheldthesword.

ThisparticularforcestunnedWesleyforamomentbeforehetookastepback.

Thenextmoment,Wesley’seyesalmostpoppedoutoftheirsocketsashediscoveredthathisSeven

StarsMeteorCloudwasequallymatchedtothemartialskillJackhadperformed.

Jacktookastepback,insyncwithhim!

Thesilverlightfromthestarsandthedark-coloredlightdisappearedaftertheirintensecollisionmidair.

However,theblacklightcontaineddarkenergythatnobodyunderstood.Theenergytraveleduphis

swordandimpactedhisarminstantly!

Wesley’sfacialexpressiondarkenedasherealizedthatapiercingpaincamefromhissoulafter

exchangingasinglemartialskillattackwithJack.Whatwasthat?!Wesleywasindisbelief.Allthistime,

hethoughtJackwasnomatchforhim,thathewouldbeabletogetridofhimwiththepowerofasingle

star.



Itseemed,however,thattheywereofequalpower,andWesleyevensufferedanunexpectedblow.

Heactivatedhistrueenergytosuppressthepaininhissoul.Hisrighthandtrembledslightlyashisentire

faceturnedchalkywhite.Thiswasmainlyduetohisshockandfury.

Bothofthemtookastepbackafterexchangingasingleattack.Everyinformaldiscipleintheaudience

seatsinhaledinsurprisewhentheysawthis,andtheyeventhoughttheywerehallucinating.

“Ohmygod!HaveIlostmymind?Howandwhydidthathappen?Jackisactuallystrongenoughto

exchangeblowswithWesleywherebothofthemtookastepback,andnoneofthemmanagedto

suppresstheother?!Whatwasthatmartialskillheused?It’scapableofcompetingwiththemartialskill

oftheRedproficientlevel!”Thecornersofthatperson’smouthtwitcheduncontrollablyafterhespoke,

andthepeoplearoundhimcouldnotholdtheirsurprise,too.

“Don’tforgetthatJackisonerealmlowerthanWesley,andthismeansthathe’schallengingWesley

fromadifferentlevel.Evenso,thefightbetweenthemstillendedwithatie!”

EventhoughtheyunderstoodthatWesleydidnotuseallhisstrength,itwasenoughtoshockeveryone

present.Afterall,JackwasonlyintheinitialstageoftheinnatelevelandhadonlyjoinedtheDual

SovereignPavilionaroundtendaysago.Hewasalreadysomuchstrongerthanmanyinformaldisciples

presentashewascapableofperformingwithsuchstrength,despitethehugedifferencebetweenhim

andWesley.

Brook’seyeswidenedashestartedtoramble,“NowonderElderLeesaidthatSeniorBrotherJackhas

thestrengthtobeamongthetopthreehundredinformaldisciples.Ithoughthewasjustsayingthatto

pleaseJack,butfromthelooksofthings,ElderLeewastellingthetruth!”

Meanwhile,Noelexhaleddeeplyasamazementfilledhisgaze.HeknewearlieronthatJack’stalents

weremuchstrongerthanmanydisciplesinthefrontpositionsofthepavilion.

Fromwhathadhappened,itseemedlikehehadstillunderestimatedJack’sstrength.



Chapter2019

Wesley’sfollowersgapedatthescenesomuchthattheynearlydislocatedtheirlowerjaw,especially

themanwithtriangulareyes,whowasstunnedonthespot.Hismouthwaswideopenassheerdisbelief

overwhelmedhisface.

HehadneverexpectedforJacktobesostrong.Thecornersofhismouthslightlytwitchedashegrowled,

“Impossible!Thiscan’tbereal!Howcouldthisguyhavesuchstrength?!”

ThepersonthatsufferedthegreatestshockamongeveryonepresentwouldbeWesley,whostood

oppositeJack.Wesleygrippedhisswordtightlywithhisrighthand.Iftheylookedcarefully,theywould

beabletoseetheblueveinspoppingoutonhisrighthandbecausehewasoverusinghisstrength.

AlthoughWesleytriedhisbesttosuppressthesurpriseanddisbeliefinhiseyes,hefailedtodoso.He

exhaleddeeply,lookinglikehehadlosthimselfwithhiscrazeevidentinhiseyes.

“Nowonderyoucouldactsoferociouslybeforeallthis.Itturnsoutyoudohavesometricksupyour

sleeves.Still,don’tyoudarethinkthatyoucanshowoffinfrontofmewiththat!”Althoughhewas

surprisedthatJacktrulyhadsomestrength,WesleystilldidnotthinkthatJackcoulddefeathim.After

all,hedidnotuseallhisstrengthbutonlyaportionofit.

JacklookedatWesleyemotionlessly,seeminglyunperturbedevenwithWesley’scomments,which

Wesleyhated.

Hehatedthisoverlyconfident,fearlessexpressionJackhad.HeglaredfiercelyatJackandgrittedhis

teeth.“Iwon’tholdbackthistime!Preparetofaceyourdeath,youngman!”

Withthat,heonceagainperformedthesilversealswithbothhishands,andtheygrewstrongerinhis

palmsbeforethosesilverbeamstransformedintotwistedrunesmidair.Thesetwistedrunesgatheredt

oformasecondsilverstarwithinasinglebreath.Thestarfloatedandrotatedspeedilyontopof

Wesley’ssword.



Theoperationenergyintheswordalsogrewincreasinglystrong.Atthismoment,Wesley’sstrength

onceagainincreasedtoanewlevel.WhentheSevenStarsMeteorCloudachievedtheperfectionlevel,

sevenstarswouldappearonthesword.Wesleyhadnotachievedtheperfectionlevelatthatleveland

wasonlyinthepreliminarylevel.Evenso,commonfolkwerenomatchforhim.

Inthepreviousfight,Dalewasdefeatedwhenheunleashedtwostarsonthesword.Thespeedthat

thesetwostarswererotatingstartedtoincrease,andsoon,asmallswirlofenergyformedaroundthem.

“Wesley’sgettingseriousnow,andthatguy’sgoingtolosethistime.Eventhoughhe’sstrongerthan

regularpeople,Wesleyisonewholerealmhigherthanhim!”

“That’sright!NotonlyisWesleyonewholerealmhigherthanhim,butthelevelofthemartialskillthat

Wesleypracticesismuchstrongerthanusualinformaldisciples.Attheveryleast,he’smuchstronger

thanme.Hemust’veachievedthepreliminarylevelforhisSevenStarsMeteorCloudandisgoingto

achievetheproficientlevelsoon.Ihaven’tevenachievedthepreliminarylevelyet!”

“Ittrulyisquiteodioustocarryoutcomparisonsbetweenpeople.Nonetheless,thatguyisquitestrong,

andhemust’veachievedthepreliminarylevelwiththemartialskillhepracticed,eventhoughhecan’t

comparetoSeniorBrotherWesley.Otherwise,howcouldhebesostrongandachieveacomparable

resultastheSevenStarsMeteorCloud?”

“Still,whatwasthemartialskillthatguyusedjustnow?Thereweren’tanyobviousoverpowering

energymotions,andIevenwonderedifthatguypulledaprankorsomething.”

Murmursandgossiprumbledthroughouttheaudienceseated.Amongeverybodythere,onlyNoel

guessedcorrectlythatthemartialskillJackhadusedbelongedtothesoulattribute,andthatwaswhy

therewasnooverpoweringpowerfluctuation.

Chapter2020

JackglancedatthesmallstarsthatspunwildlyonWesley’sthree-feet-longsword.Jackseemedtobe



unfazed,eventhoughthestarsspunrapidlyandformedawhirlpool-likefunnel.Oncethestarsexploded

andreleasedtheirpower,ordinarypeoplewouldnotbeabletowithstandtheoverwhelmingpower.

Heonceagainperformedthesealwithhishandsandformedthesecondsoulsword,onemuchdarker

thanthefirstsoulsword.Atthatmoment,Jackhadsolidcontroloverthesoulswordthathecould

controlbothsoulswordstoattackfreelyormergeintoone.

Jacknarrowedhiseyesasheonceagaininfusedthesoulswordintotheblackdagger.Theblackdagger

onceagainreleasedastrikingdark-coloredlight.Whentheytookacloserlook,theblackdaggerfloating

midairwasreleasingawaveofgreyishblackmist.Itlookedweirdlyseductiveandseemedcapableof

enchantinganyone.

Wesley,ofcourse,noticedwhathadhappened,remainingsilentashefrowned.Hesteppedforwardas

heonceagainwavedhisswordoutward.Thistime,bothhisspeedandstrengthachievedtheextreme

level.

Regularfolkscouldnotevenmakeoutwhatwashappeningwithsuchspeed.Intheblinkofaneye,the

swordlungedrighttowardJack’sface.

Everyonegapedatthesightinuttershock.TheyoriginallythoughtthatJackwouldbecutintotwo

halvesbytheSevenStarsMeteorCloud.However,Jackmanagedtoevadetheattackfromaweirdangle!

ThemartialarttechniquethatJackpracticedwasthestrongestintheDivineVoidWorld,DivineVoid

HeavenlyPath.Practicingthismartialarttechniqueallowedhimtocontrolthelawsofspace.Although

Jackonlyunderstoodaslightportionofthelaws,itwassufficientforhimtouseitduringthisbattle.

Thelawsofspaceweremuchmoreaccuratecomparedtopurespeed.IfJackwasjust‘fast,hewouldbe

woundedbytheoverpoweringenergy,evenifhemanagedtoavoidtheattack.However,heactivated

thelawsofspacewhichgrantedhimthepowertoignorethelimitationofdistance.AlthoughItlooked

likeWesleywasattackingthisspace,Jackhadalreadyusedthepowerofspacetotransferhimselfto

anotherspaceandevadedWesley’sattack.



However,Jackfelthistrueenergytremblinginhisbody,andhehadusedupalargeamountofhis

energyafterheperformedthismartialarttechnique.Beadsofsweattrickleddownhisforeheadashe

pantedheavily,andhesilentlywarnedhimselfthatheshouldnotexecutethistechniquesocarelessly

inthefuture.Afterall,hehadnotsucceededinpracticingthistechnique.Eventhoughheevadedthe

attackbyutilizingthespace,hehadusedupalargeamountofhistrueenergy,whichwasnotworth

much.

Everyone’seyeswidenedatthesight.

“Howdidheevadetheattack?He’sactuallyunharmed!Wesley’sswordwasrightathisface,buthe

managedtoevadetheattackbyturningaround.Something’sweirdwiththat.”

“That’sright!Seemstomethatsomethingdoesn’taddup,too.ItfeltlikeJackwasn’twithintherangeo

fattackatthatmoment.What’sgoingonhere?!”

Howcouldtheseinformaldisciplesunderstandthelawsofspacewhenitwassuchapeculiarmatter?

Moreover,theDualSovereignPavilionwasonlyapavilionintheWestCerceiState,andalltheycould

thinkofatthatmomentwashowdifficultitwastounderstandwhatJackdid.

EventhoughWesleywasshockedbyJack’scapabilityofavoidinghisswordattack,hedidnotstop.

Therewasasayingthatwent‘it’simpossibletoevadetheunavoidable,’andtherewouldbeatime

whenJackwouldfailtoevade.

Wesleyturnedaroundintheairandwavedhissword,evokingasilverlighttoappearmidair.Heraised

theswordwithhisrighthandandonceagainpointedittowardJack.Hewasmuchfasterthanbefore,

andtheattackaimedstraighttowardJack’shead.

Withaslightfrown,Jackraisedhishands.Oneafteranother,theblackrunesmergedwiththeblack

daggerinfrontofhim.

Themomenttheswordbrandishedtowardhim,theblackdaggerreleasedablacklightandonceagain



collidedwiththethree-feet-longsilversword.Anotheraudiblecrackwasheard,andalmosthalfofthe

silverlightdispersedafteritscollisionwiththegreyish-blacklight.

Chapter2021

Everyonewasstupefiedatwhathappened.

Jackonceagainreleasedthespell,andtheblackdaggershonebrightly.Hepushedthedaggerforward

withallhisstrength,andtheblackdaggerinstantlybrokethroughthesilverlight,aimingstraightfor

Wesley.

Wesley’seyessnappedopenwidely,anddespitehishesitance,hehabituallysteppedback.Theblack

daggerwasonlythreefeetawayfromWesley’sbodyashehastilyraisedhisswordtointerceptthe

attack.

Asharp,resoundingclangbetweenmetalswasheard.

Theblackdaggerclashedagainstthethree-feetswordoncemore.However,theblacklightdidnot

dismantlethesilveryswordlightthistime.Instead,theblacklightenvelopeditlikeamaggotlatching

ontoabone!

Wesley’sexpressioncontorteduglilyatthesight,andheimmediatelyactivatedhistruestrengthto

shattertheblacklightthatspiraledupwardtheswordlikevines.Unluckyforhim,Wesleystill

underestimatedJack’sattack.

Althoughheusedhistruestrengthtoshattermostoftheblacklight,afractionofthedark-coloredlight

conqueredtheswordandcrawledontohisarm.

Wesleyfeltasharppaincomingfromhishands,andItfeltlike10,000antsgnawedathissoul.The

sharppaincausedhimtowailoutinpain.



Wesleywasapersonwhogreatlyprioritizedhisimage,andhewouldnothavewailedlikehedid-or

anythingelseofthatnature-evenifsomeonewoundedhimterribly.However,thepainofthesoulbeing

invadedwasnotusualpain.Eventhosewhoactedhighandmightycouldneverholdbacktheirscream

whentheywereinvadedbythesoulsword.

“Whatthehellisthis?!”Wesleywasinsomuchpainthatheyelledoutloudly.Herealized,atthat

moment,thathisdark-coloredlightwaslikeakindofpoison,onethataimedtohurtthesoulinsteadof

thebody.

DestroyingtheVoidwasasoulattack,andjustafractionofitwasenoughtosubmitthevictimthrough

sheerpain.

Wesleysteppedback,distancinghimselfgreatlyfromJack.Meanwhile,theblackdaggerflewback

towardJack,thoughthisdidnotmeanthattwosoulswordsweredefeatedbyWesley’sSevenStars

MeteorClouds.Instead,Jackwasforcedtoretrievetheblackdaggerbecausetheenergyhadbeen

exhausted.

Atthismoment,Wesley’sfacewaschalky-white,andhiseyeswerebloodshot.Hishandsseemedto

quiverasheattemptedtoactivatehistruestrengthtosuppressthesharppainthatassaultedhissoul.

Everyonewasspeechlessattheoutcome,andtheentireareafellintocompletesilenceforagoodwhile,

savethesoundofthebreezeblowingpastthetreeleaves,provingthattimewasstillticking.Even

Ambroselookedtowardthebattlestageasifhehadseenaghost.

Finally,somebodyblurted,“ThisguyactuallyhurtWesley.Howcanhebesostrong?Whatisthemartial

skillthatheperformed?Whydoestheblacklighthavesuchastrongpower?!”

“Areyouaskingme?HowwouldIknow?Regardless,wecan’tunderestimatethatyoungman.Ijust

can’tfathomhowWesleyfailedtodefeatJackwhenhedidn’tevenholdback!”



“ThemartialskillJackusedmust’vecarriedthelawsofpoison.WhyelsedidWesleywailsopainfully?

Ontopofthat,thatdark-coloredskillisincrediblyominous.Eventhoughitwasshattered,remnantsofI

tstillclimbedontoaperson’sbody…likemaggotsonbones!”

Chapter2022

Thistime,evenAmbrosechimedin,“That’sright!Ourheartsshudderedatthefright.Whatisthatthing?

ItrenderedWesley,apersonwhocaressomuchabouthispride,towailinpain!”

Dale,despitehavingbeenwoundedbyWesleyandhavingshamefulswordcutsleftonhisbody,could

nothelpbutsneaktotheaudienceseatswhenhelearnedthatJackandWesleywereatthebattlearena.

Heignoredhiswounds,eventhoughhewassupposedtobetendingtothem,andhappenedtochance

atthesightoftheirbattle-onethatlookedlikebothmenwereeven.Dalewasrootedonthespotatthe

sight,unabletoassessifwhathesawwasreal.

Heignoredthepainthatstemmedfromtheslashesonhisbody,onethatevenplaguedhismind.

Ifthisfightcontinuedatthisrate,WesleymighttrulylosetoJack.IfJackwascapableofthat,thiswould

nodoubtshaketheentireDualSovereignPavilion.

Afterall,Jacktookupthechallengedespitebeingonadifferentlevel,andhehadjustjoinedthe

pavilionaswell.Ontopofthat,Wesleywasatalentedperson,andhemightevenbecomeachosen

discipleinthefuture.IfJackmanagedtodefeatWesley,hewouldcertainlybecomeachosendisciplein

thefuture.

Themanwithtriangulareyesalmostbithisowntongue,whilethesubordinatesthatflatteredWesley

justmomentsagoflushedacrimsoncolor.Noneofthemdaredsayanythingastherealitycameasa

slaptotheirfaces.

TheydegradedJacksobadly,anditevensoundedlikeWesleyonlyhadtomovehishandforJacktobe

beatenintoadeaddog.Atthisrate,however,nooneknewwhowouldbedonefor.



ThemanwithtriangulareyestrembledashelookedatJackwithahintoffearinhiseyes,instantly

understandingsomething.EvenifJackfailedtodefeatWesleyinthearena,hisfuturewould

nonethelessbeprosperous.

Eventually,hewouldsuccessfullybecomeaninformaldiscipleandevenachosendisciple.Ofcourse,

untilthedayJackbecameachosendisciple,themanwithtriangulareyeswouldnotbeabletosurvivein

theDualSovereignPavilion.Afterall,wasItnotalltooeasyforaninformaldiscipletopickonan

informaldisciplewithoutanybackgroundlikethetriangular-eyedguy?

Thetriangular-eyedguy’sflushedfaceinstantlyturnedincomparablypale.Hishandsthatwerehiddenin

hissleevesshiveredunnoticeably.Atthismoment,gossipanddebateswereheardacrosstheentire

audienceseats.

“Seemslikewewon’tgettoguesswho’sgoingtochampionthis.Whowould’vethoughtJacktobeso

strong?It’ssurprising,really.Afterall,hehadjustjoinedtheDualSovereignPavilionforadozendays

andhadneverbeentrainedandgroomedbythepavilion.Lookingatthewaythingsarenow,though,he

must’vegonethroughsomethingbeforehejoinedthepavilion.Themartialskillthisyoungman

practicediscomparabletotheSevenStarsMeteorCloudsWesleyperformed.It’sevenpossiblethatthe

levelofhismartialskillishigherthantheSevenStarsMeteorClouds!”

Thepeoplearoundthepersonwhosaidthisagreed,butmanywerestillamazedwitheverythingthat

hadhappened.

“IfthemartialskillthatJackpracticedisatahigherlevelthantheSevenStarsMeteorClouds,itshouldb

eaRedlevelpremiummartialskill.Ifthat’strue,thisyoungmanisverytalented!”

Martialskillswerenotsomethingapersoncouldpracticejustbecausetheywishedtodoso.Practicing

theRedlevelmartialskillnotonlyrequiredapersontobeextremelytalented,buttheyhadtoachievea

certainfightingprowessaswell.TakingWarrenasanexample,hewasattheinitialstageoftheinnate

levellikeJack,butthemartialskillhepracticedwasatamuchlowergradecomparedtotheSevenStars

MeteorClouds.

ThisdidnotmeanthatWarrenwasunabletogetRedlevelintermediatemartialskills.Onthecontrary,



Warrenwouldnotbeabletopracticetheskill,evenifhemanagedtoattainaRedlevelintermediate

martialskill.

Chapter2023

“Whowould’vethoughtthattherearetalenteddisciplesamongthenewlyrecruitedonesthatthey

simplytookin?Jack’stalentsarecomparabletoSeniorBrotherDuncan!”

Duncan,formany,waslikeanuntouchableceiling.Notonlydidhehaveastrongbackground,buthis

talentsweresoimpressivethatothersjustcouldnotbreathewhenfacinghim.Manypeopleworshiped

Duncanastheiridol.

ItwasanextremelyhighnoteofapprovalforthemtocompareJacktoDuncan.

EverydebateandcommentfromtheaudiencetraveledtoWesley’sears;hissenseofhearingwassharp

afterall.Themoretheseinformaldisciplestalked,thedarkerWesley’sexpressionbecame.Atthis

moment,itwasasifhehadswallowedacoupleoffliesashisexpressiongraduallyturnedintoaghastly

palecolor.

Hisrighthandgrippedthethree-foot-longsword,albeitwithashakyhand.HestaredatJacklikeahawk,

andhisexpressionshowedjusthowmuchhewantedtobiteJacktorelievehishatred.Iflookscouldkill,

Jackwouldhavediedseveraltensofthousandstimes.

“Youmustbeveryproudofyourself,huh?You’reprobablyallfiredupjustlisteningtothesecomments

aboutyou,aren’tyou?I’lladmitthatI’veunderestimatedyou.Ineverexpectedthatyou’dbeso

strong!”spokeWesley,thoughharshlyandforcefullythroughgrittedteeth.Hiseyeswerebloodshot

whenhesaidthesewordsashisenvyandhatenearlyspilledfromhischest.Heevengrewenviousof

Jack,whowasextremelytalented.Duncanalonewasnotenough,andallofasudden,anothertalented

individualappeared,suppressinghimatthebottom!

Jackraisedhiseyebrows.“Whydoyoualwaystalksomuchnonsense?Ihaveatightschedule,andI

don’thavemuchtimetowasteonyou.Youshouldn’tthinkthatI’mpurposelygoingagainstyou.Tobe

honestwithyou,Idon’tcareaboutyouthatmuch.”



Jack’sresponsecameasachallengetoWesley’ssensitivefeelings,andthesewordswerelikeharshslaps

onWesley’sface.Moreover,Jack’sexpressionbarelyshiftedashesaidthosewords.Wesleyknewthat

Jackreallyhadsuchthoughtsandwasnotdoingthisonpurposetoprovokehim.Comparedtobeing

provokedandabused,itwasevenmoredifficultforWesleytoacceptsuchdisregard.

Wesleyscoffedindignantlyandgrittedhisteethtothepointthattheveinsonhisforeheadprotruded.”

Don’tthinkofdefeatingme.I,WesleySayer,haveachievedwhatIhave,andI’mnotsomeoneyoucan

defeatjustbysayingso!”

Asecondlater,Wesleyraisedhisrighthandandthrewthethree-footswordintotheair.Thethreefoot

swordbuzzedandtrembledasitfloatedinfrontofWesley.Onceagain,Wesleycontinuouslyperformed

theformationwithbothhishands.

ThesilverlightcirculatedbetweenWesley’sfingers,andthetwistedrunespouredintothethree-feet

swordwerelikemudbeingpouredintothesea.Everyonenoticedthatthelightemittedbythesilver

swordonlygrewstronger.

Soonenough,aloudcrackingnoisecouldbeheardcomingfromthesword.Toeveryone’ssurprise,the

thirdstarappeared,andthissilencedtheaudienceoncemore.

NoneofthemexpectedthatWesleywascapableofformingthethirdstar.Nowondersomeinformal

disciplesthathadabetterinsightmentionedthatWesleywasalreadyhalfwayintotheproficientlevelo

ftheSevenStarsMeteorClouds.

FormingthefirstandsecondstarsonlyprovedthatWesleyhadachievedthepreliminarylevelofthe

SevenStarsMeteorCloud.However,ifhewascapableofformingthethirdstar,itprovedthathewas

halfwayintotheproficientlevel!Whenhesuccessfullyformedthefourthstar,itmeantthathehad

alreadyachievedtheproficientlevel.Therewereatotalofthreelevelswhenitcametopracticing

martialskills.Thesemartialskillswouldonlyexerttheiroverwhelmingpowerwhenthemartialartist

achievedthesecondlevel.



Wesleytookinadeepbreathandsaidsolemnly,“Ididn’twanttoshowmytruestrengthbeforethe

pavilion’srankingbattle,butIcannolongerhideit,evenifIwantedto.Considerityourhonor,Jack,to

haveforcedmeintosuchasituation!”

Chapter2024Jack’slipstwitcheduponhearingWesley’sboldclaim.ItseemedlikeWesleylovedto

boastabouthisstrengthpridefullynomatterwhathewasdoing.ToWesley,itwasnotJack’sstrong

powersthatforcedhimintodoingthis.Instead,Jackshouldbehonoredthathewasdoingso.

Jackwasstunnedforamoment,however,andheevenfeltlikelaughingatWesley’swords.Nonetheless,

hedidnotwanttowastetimeonnonsensewithWesleyatsuchacrucialmoment.Afterthethirdstar

wasformed,allthreestarsattractedandcontrolledoneanother.Theycontinuedtospinbrisklyontop

ofthethree-feetswordandstirredthesurroundingenergyintoasmall-sizedtornado.

Everyone’seyeswidenedatthesight.ManyofthemwerealreadymentallydebatingifWesleycould

competewiththetop100oreventhetop80informaldiscipleswhenheperformedhisstrongesthit!

“Itseemslikemytripheretodayisn’tinvain;Igettoseesuchaninterestingfight.Ineverthought

WesleyhadhiddenhislastresortduringhisfightwithDalebefore.Thisishistruepower!”

“That’sright!IcameheretodaybecauseoftheduelbetweenWesleyandDale.Surprisingly,thebattle

betweenWesleyandanewlyrecruitedinformaldisciplewaswhatamazedmethemost.IfItellanyone

elsewhohasnoideawhat’shappeninghere,they’dprobablylaughatme,thinkingImadeitallup!”

“Let’snotdiscussthisrightnow.WhodoyouthinkIsthestrongerperson,nowthatWesleyhasshown

histruestrength?”

Thisquestiononceagainhauntedthesurroundingspectators,andmanyofthemfrownedasthey

lookedatoneanother.Noneofthemcouldcomeupwithaconclusion,though.Afterall,thebattle

depictedchangeafterchangeinthetidesofbattle,whichconfusedeveryoneoftheirjudgment.

However,therewerestillpeoplewhospokeplausibly,“It’sWesley,nodoubt.AlthoughWesleyisn’tas



talentedasJack,he’salreadyintheintermediatestageoftheinnatelevel.Ontopofthat,hisSeven

StarsMeteorCloudshasalreadyachievedsuchahighlevelofproficiency.Ibelievethathe’seven

capableoffightingsomebodywho’sinthetop50ofourpavilión!”saidoneindividual.

Manyagreedtothisperson’sstatement,noddinginagreementastheydid.

Dalewasstunnedwhenhesawthisscene.HeoriginallythoughtthatWesleyhadusedhiscomplete

strength,whichwaswhyhelosthisbattleIntheend,butwhatWesleywasshowinginhisfightwith

Jackprovedhimwrong.Wesleydidnotusehisstrongestpowertodefeathim,anditfinallymadesense

whyWesleywasallproudandconfidentbefore.ItturnedoutthathedidnotevenregardDaletoan

extent.

Realizingthis,Dalecouldnotevenmaskthedefeatvisibleinhiseyes.Hisself-esteemhadsuffereda

powerfulblow.

Thediscussiongrewincreasinglyheatedintheaudienceseats.Thepersonwiththemostsolemn

expressionamongtheaudiencewasdefinitelyAmbrose,whowasseatedinthemiddleamongthem,his

eyesfixedonthebattlearena.

Ambrosewasnotadisciple,andastheonlydeaconInchargeofthingspresent,ifanythinghappenedto

theimportantpeopleonthebattlearena,hewouldbethefirsttofacethewrathofuppermanagement.

Theuppermanagementwouldnotpaymuchattentionifthepeopleinvolvedwereregularinformal

disciples,evenifoneofthemendedupbadlywoundedordisabled,solongasitwasnotapermanent

disability.However,thesituationwasdifferentatthatmoment.WesleywassupportedbyElderSayer

andwasarathertalenteddisciple.HehadbeenoneofthekeydisciplesbeingfocusedonbytheDual

SovereignPavilion.Ifsomethingbadhappenedtohim,Ambrosewouldalsosuffer.

Ontheotherhand,eventhoughJackdidnothaveanysupportorbackground,histalentswere

spectacular.IfhewasseriouslyinjuredorendedupdisabledduetoWesleyunderAmbrose’s

supervision,Ambrosewouldpaydearly,too.



Ambrose’sexpressioncontinuedtodarkenashesilentlyprayedfornothingtohappentothesetwo

people.HisgazeneverwaveredfrombothJackandWesley.Ifoneofthemlookedtobeseriously

defeated,hehadtoimmediatelystoptheirfight.

Atthismomentonthebattlestage,WesleywascompletelyunnervedbyJack’sprovocation,and

nothingelsematteredtohimatthatpoint.Heheldthethree-feetswordinhisrighthand,andthesilver

lightwassostrongthatitcouldenvelophisentirebody.

Heletoutadeepbreath,andasilverlightburstoutofhiseyes.“Youngman,I,WesleySayer,willshow

youmymight,onethatcanrenderyouincapacitated!”

Instantly,herushedtowardJacklikeaferociouslion.ThethreestarsspunsprightlyontheswordWesley

hadinhishand.Themomentherushedover,hesuddenlygrabbedthesharpbladeofthethreefeet

swordwithhislefthandandtheswordcuthishand.Bloodinstantlysoakedtheblade,andthebright-

redbloodlookedincreasinglyominousunderthesilverlight.

Chapter2025

Thenextmoment,thethree-feetswordspongilyabsorbedWesley’sblood.Thethreestarsrotating

crazilyaroundthethree-feetsword,meanwhile,increasedinspeed.

JackwassurethiswasWesley’sdesperatetactic.Atthismoment,asolemnlookappearedonJack’sface,

andheevenfeltslightlyuneasy.Despitethat,hecouldnotretreatevenifhewashesitant.

Withthat,heperformedthesealcontinuouslywithhishands,andtheblacklightwasonceagain

injectedintothedagger.

Thedagger,likebefore,releasedastreakofblacklight,andthethirdsoulswordwasfusedintothe

blackdagger.Tobesafe,Jackmadeuphismindandincreasedhistrueenergy.Eventhoughhecould

easilyfusetwosoulswordswithhiscurrentabilities,itwasstilldifficultforJacktomergeallthreesoul

swordsinoneattempt.



Hecouldnotfocusonthatdrawback,however.

Hehadtoforcehimselftofusetheswords,evenifhetypicallycouldnot.Hishandsturnedcontinuously

andbecamefaster.Oneafteranother,thesealsappearedinhishandslikearunningstreakoflight.Jack

feltwavesofpiercingpainonhissoul,signifyingthathehadreachedhislimit,buthepushedthattothe

backofhismind.Hehadtomergeallthreesoulswords,evenifithurthissoul!

Whoosh!

Followingastronggustofwind,WesleygotrightuptoJack.Thesilverlightcoveredhisentirebeing,

andtheswordshonebrightlyasitwentstraighttowardJack’sface!

Jacknarrowedhiseyesandsteppedonthegroundtoquicklyretreat.Hewassoclosetosucceeding!

Wesleywasbreakneck-fast,onethatdisabledcommonfolkfromdefeatinghim.Luckily,themartialart

techniqueJackpracticedwasveryspecialandcontainedthelawsofspace.Althoughheonlymastereda

smallportionofthetechnique,itsuccessfullyincreasedJack’sspeedgreatly.

AfiercelookappearedinWesley’seyesasheroaredangrily,“Youwishtohidefromme?Not

happening!”

Wesley’sroardeliveredhisrawestfeelingsofhatredandenvy,anditwasevidenthowheroaredwithall

hisstrength.

Ambrosealmoststoppedbreathingashestoodupfromtheaudienceseat,standinginawaythathe

wasreadytorushupthebattlestage.Aslongastherewassomethingwrong,hewouldnotpausefor

anothersecond.

Jackretreatedspeedily.Atthismoment,hewasstillperformingthesealcontinuouslywithhissoul.The

sharppaininhissoulremindedhimthatitwastoomuch.



WesleynaturallyknewthatJackwasforcinghimselftowithstandhisattack,andhe,ofcourse,didnot

wanttogiveJackthetimeandopportunityto.IfhelosttoJack,hisself-confidencewouldsufferahuge

blow,andthiswouldhaveadeepeffectonhisfuture.HecouldnotallowhimselftolosetoJack.

Heroaredfuriouslyandonceagainincreasedhisspeed.Thistime,Jackwasunabletoevadetheattack,

evenwiththehelpofthelawsofspace.AsmirkgraduallyappearedonWesley’sface.“Acceptyour

death,youngman!Youcan’thideawayfromthis!”

Thedecisivevoicefilledtheentirearena,andeveryonestaredatthestage.Atthismoment,Jack

suddenlystoppedretreatingbackward.

Hesuddenlyraisedhisheadandpushedhishandsforward.Theblackdaggeronceagainmetthesilver

sword,andeveryoneheardit-aloudexplosion.Thecenterwherebothenergiescollidedsentoutwaves

ofenergythatimpactedtheformationsurroundingthebattlestage.

Chapter2026

Theaudienceheardthatfamiliardullexplosionasafigurecamehurtlingoutofthecenteroftheenergy

surge.Thefigureslammedagainsttheactivatedenergybarrierofthebattleplatformwithanaudible

whump.

Thefigurewas,infact,Wesley,andtheprotectivebarriermanagedtostophimfromflyingoutofthe

arena.

Wesley,whowasonceinsufferablyarrogant,wasrenderedtosuchapatheticstate-helookedlikehe

hadjuststruggledoutofthequagmire.Hesliddowntheenergybarrierandfellontothegroundwitha

loudthud.DustflewallovertheplaceasWesleyslumpedtothegroundwithhisfourlimbsupintheair.

Hisclothesweretornintorags.

Thedark-coloredlightcoveredWesleylikealayerofmist.Bloodleakedfromthecornersofhismouthas

hisfacecontortedinsheerpain.Inthepreviousattack,Wesley’sSevenStarsMeteorCloudwasno



matchfortheDestroyingtheVoid.AftertheDestroyingtheVoid,whichformedthreesoulswords,

defeatedtheSevenStarsMeteorCloud,theremnantsoftheskillstruckWesley.

Afterall,theDestroyingtheVoidwasasoulattack.

Asifitwasnotenoughthathesufferedanunexpectedattack,Wesleydidnotevenknowhowtodefend

himselfagainstasoul-attributeattack.Hecouldnotenduretheattack,eventhoughheknewthatitwas

highlylikelythattheremainingpowerfromJack’sattackwoulddamagehissoulifitstruckhim.

Theaudienceonceagainfellintosilence.Theremainingenergyquicklydispersedwithoutthesupportof

therelevantparties.Afterthelightdisappeared,Jackemergedbeforethecrowd,albeitInapitiable

stateaswell.

ThesilverswordbeamsleftmultipleslicesonJack’sclothesintheirwake.Hisfacewaspaleaspaperas

coldsweatslowlytrickleddownhisforehead.Hehadadeepfrownonhisfaceasthecornersofhis

mouthslightlytrembled.Despitestandingupright,everyonecouldseethathehadhisfairshareof

struggles,thoughheseemedtofarebetterthanWesley,whofellstraighttothegroundwithadistorted

expressionduetothepainhefaced.

“Ohmygod!Hereallywon!Hereallydidit!Wesleycouldn’tdefeatJack,evenwhentheybothexecuted

theirstrongestattackatthesametime?Whatsortofmartialskillisthisguypracticing?He’ssostrong!”

“Hismartialskillisn’ttheonlythingthat’sstrong.I’msurethemartialarttechniquehepracticesisa

high-leveloneashe’sabletoachievesuchresults.Wheredidthisguycomefrom?Iheardthathe

doesn’thaveanybackground.Ifnoone’sbackinghimup,wheredidthisstrongmartialskillofhiscome

from?!”

Theprattlesinstantlyoverwhelmedtheperimeter.

Jack,meanwhile,ignoredeverythingonlookersweresaying.Atthismoment,itwastruethathewasnot

feelingwell.Althoughhisclotheshadseveralcutsonthem,hispaleexpressionwasnotduetotheSeven



StarsMeteorCloud.Instead,itwasbecausehisspiritenergyhadbeendriedout-hurt,even-ashe

forcefullymergedthethreesoulswords.However,awoundonhissoulofsuchdegreewasnothingto

Jack.Hewasnotbadlywounded,andheonlyneededtorestforacoupleofdays.

Heinhaleddeeplyashisgazeshifted.HesawthatAmbrosewasabouttoopenhismouth,toannounce

theendofthiswagerbattle.Beforehehadthechancetospeak,however,Jackmovedasasmall

amountoftrueenergyagitatedinhisbody.Eventhoughheforcefullymergedthethreesoulswordsand

thiscausedhisspiritenergytodryup,hehadnotusedmuchofthetrueenergyinhisbody.Hehad

alreadyputtheblackdaggerawayasherushedforwardlikeacannon.

JackgotrightuptoWesley,havingnotbeentoofarfromhim,withinabreath.Ambroseimmediately

realizedwhatJackwantedtodowhenhesawJack’saction

Ambrose’sfaceturnedpaleandheshoutedloudlytostopJack,butJackwasonestepfasterthan

Ambrose’swords.ThemomenthegotrightbeforeWesley,Jacksilentlyswunghisfistsharplyathis

chest.

Wesley’sribbrokewithanaudiblecrack,onethattheaudiencecouldhear.Theimpactfromtheattack

renderedWesleysomewhatunconsciousfromtheseverepainashehadalreadysufferedfroma

damagedsoul.HefailedtoseeJackflyingtowardhim,andwhenherealizedwhathadhappened,Jack

hadbrokenhisribwithapunch.

Thephysicalagonyhefelt,alongwiththetormenthissoulwashauntedwith,madeWesleyfeellikehe

wasinhell.

Chapter2027

NomatterhowwillfulWesleywas,hecouldnotholdbackhisscream.

Afterseeingwhathappened,Ambroseinstantlyturnedpale.“Stop!Ideclarethatthebattleisover!

You’vewonnow,Jack,sostopwhatyou’redoing!”



AmbrosecouldnotjustwatchasJack’sattackcrushedWesleyentirely.AlthoughJack’spreviouspunch

brokeWesley’sribs,itdidnotcausemorefatalinjuries.ColdsweatdrippeddownAmbrose’sforehead

ashefearedJackwouldcontinuehisassault,evenifJacklistenedtohim.Afterall,theanimosity

betweenJackandWesleyrandeep,andWesleyeveninsistedoncripplingJackbeforethebattle.

Jackwasnotsomeonewhowouldjustforgiveandforget.Hewasalsoimpressivelytalentedanddidnot

placemuchimportanceonthefactthatWesleycamefromanimportantfamily.

Surprisingly,JackstoppedattackingafterhearingAmbrose’sdeclarationandslowlystoodupfromthe

floor.HedidnotturnaroundtolooktowardtheaudienceseatsandinsteadglancedatWesley,muchto

theaudience’ssurprise.Hechuckledsoftlyandsaidcalmly,“Now,doyouunderstandwhyIaskedyouto

makethosebets?”

AlthoughWesleywasinsomuchpainthathewaslosinghissensibility,heheardwhatJackhadsaid.His

wordstriggeredWesleysobadly,moresothanthepainonhisbody.Hestruggledtoopenhiseyesand

glaredatJackmurderously.Hecoughedviolentlyasbloodandsomeofhisinternalorgansspewedfrom

thecornersofhismouth.Despitebetterjudgment,hegrowled,“Iwillkillyou!”

Wesley’sangernearlydementedhim.ItfeltlikehewasutterlyhumiliatedwithoutJacksayinganything,

letalonesinceJackdecidedtotellhimwhyheagreedtothebetsocalmly.Wesleyfinallyunderstood

whyJackbehavedinsuchawayinfrontofeveryone,eventhoughtheypreviouslylookeddownonhim.

Afterall,noonebelievedthatJackcoulddefeatWesleyandthoughtthatJackhadgivenup.

Eventheonlydeacontherealsothoughtso,butthetableshaveturnedagainstthem,makingthemlook

likeajokeinstead.WhatJacksaidhadactedasaremindertotheothers,andtheyfinallyrealizedwhy

JackinsistedforWesleytomakethebetfromthebeginning

Everyone,duringthetimetheyweredecidingonthefinalbet,lookedatJackasthoughhewasa

jumpingclown,butwitheverythingthathadhappened,theaudiencefelttheirfaceburninginpain.

EvenBrookandNoel,whosidedwithJack,werealsospeechless.



“Youwishtokillme?Sure,justtellmewhen.Withyourcurrentstrength,however,I’llbesofaraheado

fyouafteranothertenyearsoftraining.”

EveryonewouldhavelaughedatJackhadhesaidthisatthebeginningofthematch,butnotatthis

moment.TheywereallexceptionallyquietaswhatJacksaidwasthetruth.Jackhadtheabilityto

challengeWesleyfromalowerlevel.Ifhewasgivenmoretimetotrain,hewouldbeveryfaraheadof

Wesleywithoutadoubt.

Wesleycouldnotjustsimplyacceptsuchthings,butItwasthetruth,evenifhedidnotwanttoaccept

it.Wesley’sfaceturnedpurplefromangerandlookedlikeanoldmanonthevergeofdeath.

Jackraisedhisbrows,disinterestedintalkingtoWesley.HowhewishedWesleywouldhavediedonthe

spotinhisanger,butthatwouldnothappen.Atthatmoment,Ambrosehadclosedtheprotectiveshield

asrunnerdiscipleswaitingdownthearenarushedtowardJackandWesley.

Chapter2028

TherunnerdisciplesquicklytransferredWesleyontothestretcher.Everybattleplatformcamewithfive

orsixrunnerdisciples,andtheirmaintaskwastobringanywoundeddiscipleaftertheirbattlesfor

emergencytreatment.

JackraisedhiseyebrowswhenWesleywasabouttobebroughtdowntheplatformbytherunner

disciplesandsaid,“Don’tforgetourwager.Accordingtotherulesofthewagerbattlearena,youneed

tosendtheitemsyouowewithinthreedays.Ifyoufailtodothatwithinthreedays,notonlywillyoube

detained,butyoumightbedeportedfromthepavilion,too.”

WesleywassoangrythathecoughedupbloodhearingJack’swords.Thechestareaofhisclotheshad

alreadybeendyedwithblood.HishandsquakedashewantedtoclapbackatJackwithsomething

snarky.Alas,hehadalreadylost,anditwasuselessnomatterhowmuchaloserspoke.Hewouldonly

beridiculedbyothers.

AfterWesleywasbroughtawayfortreatment,Jackslowlywalkeddownthebattleplatform.Atthis

moment,everybodyhadlookedatJackinadifferentlight.



AsJackdemonstratedhisprowess,theirviewhadshiftedfromdisdainintooneofadmiration,taking

himmoreseriouslyandenviously.Somepeoplecouldnothelpthemselvesbutstartedtodiscussquietly

amongthemselves.“Thisguy’stalentisoutofthisworld.I’msurethathe’llbecomeachosendisciplein

thefuture.Nowonderhewassorelaxedpreviously.Ialmostthoughthegotbrainworms!”

“Youshouldshutup.Sincewhenhaveourpavilionrecruitedidiots?Peoplehadnevergivenup.Instead,

heneverplacedmuchimportanceonWesley.Duringthefinalattack,bothofthemusedtheirfullpower

andcausedWesleytobebeatenintosuchastate.ThismeansthatJack’sstrengthhadalreadyachieved

thetop-hundredpositionsoreventhetopfiftypositions!”

Thesurroundingonlookersimmediatelynoddedwhentheyheardthis.Therewereatotalof3000

informaldisciples,andbeingabletobeinthetop100ortop-50amongthese3000peopleprovedhow

incrediblystrongthispersonwas.Ofcourse,manyoftheseinformaldiscipleswereabletobeinthe

top100positionsbecauseoftheirextensivepracticetime.Someofthemwereeveninthefinalstageof

innatelevel!Thepositioningoftheseinformaldiscipleshadnothingtodowiththeirtalents.

However,Jackwasonlyintheinitialstageofinnatelevel,andhewascapableofbeinginthetop-100

becauseofhisexceptionaltalents.Thisevokedtheenvyofmany,butalltheycoulddowasnothingbut

stare.

AmbroselookedatJackasifhewaslookingatamonster.Zephhadbeenrelievedofhispositionand

incarceratedbecauseofwhatJackrevealed.AmbrosewassointerestedinseeingZeph’spitifulending

thathepurposelywenttothedungeonwheretheyheldZeph.

Atthatpoint,Zephrambledcrazily,“Youpeoplejustwaitandsee.Iwon’tletanyofyouoffthehook

onceIleavethisplace.Ifailedinthehandsofthatstinkyb*stardbecauseIwasunprepared.Youshould

tellhimthatjoiningthepaviliondoesn’tmeanthathehasnothingtoworryabout.He’sjustaninformal

discipleafterhejoinsthepavilion.I’llbecomingforhimonceIleavethisplace.Mebeingadeacon

doesn’tdiminishthefactthatIcaneasilykillaninformaldisciplelikehim!”

Ambroseonlylaughedcoldlywhenheheardthis.ThemistakeZephmadewasneitheralargenora

smallmatter.Nomatterhowthingswere,hehadbeendismissedanddetained.Ambrosewasnot



worriedabouthimselfasZephwouldbeincarceratedforatleasttwotothreeyears.

BeforeZephwasdetained,hedidnottakeanyactionsagainstAmbrose,andAmbroseknewthathe

wouldbeunabletocauseanybigtroublewhenheleftthedungeon.Zephmightdosomethingagainst

Jack,butAmbrosewasnotthatwell-acquaintedwithJack.HeonlyfeltgoodaboutJackbecauseofwhat

happenedtoZeph.

Hehadnoideahowthingswouldbebythen,thoughZephwouldnonethelessbeinforasurprisebythe

timeheleftthedungeon,seeinghowthingshaddevelopedatthismoment.Ambroseestimatedthat

Jackwouldbeabletobecomeachosendisciplewithintwotothreeyears.

Zephwasstillcapableoftakingactionagainstaninformaldisciple,butachosendisciplewasinamuch

higherpositioncomparedtoZeph.Noonewouldknowwhowouldhurtwhobythen.

Chapter2029

Atthethoughtofthis,AmbrosestartedtolookforwardtothatsurprisedexpressiononZeph’sfaceonce

hewastobereleased.

Jack,meanwhile,ignoredthemurmursandgossipfromthepeoplearoundhim,talkingabouthim,and

returnedtohisseatamongtheaudience.HedecidedItwouldbeinhisinteresttositandwatchthe

othersbattleashedidnothaveanythingimportanttodotoday,moresohavingnomorecontribution

pointsleftatthismoment.

Whenheheardthatformaldiscipleswouldhaveabattleonthewagerbattlearenaafterward,Brook

lookedatJackwithadmirationashesat,hiseyesalmostgluedonJack.

ThecornersofJack’smouthtwitchedhelplessly.“Whatareyoulookingat?”

Brookcoughedsoftlywithanexcitedlookonhisface.“You’reverystrong,SeniorBrotherJack!I’ve



reallymisseditwhenIthoughtthatyouweren’tWesley’sopponent.Whowould’veexpectedforyouto

hithimsobadly!”

Jackraisedhiseyebrowshelplesslyandsaidcalmly,“Didn’tItellyouhowIwouldn’thaveagreedtothe

battleifIwasn’tconfident?”

Brookwasstillextremelyexcited.“Ithoughtthatyouwerebragging.”

Jackwassospeechlessthatthecornersofhismouthtwitched.Brookwassuchanhonestperson,and

evenJoellaughedsohardatBrookthathiseyesnarrowedintocrescentmoonsinhislaughter.“Oh,

dearme!Youngman,you’resoexcitedthatyoucan’tevencontrolwhatyousaid.You’rethatboldto

saywhatevercrossesyourmind!”

DuetothefactthatJackdidnotimmediatelyleavethearea,theinformaldiscipleswhopurposelycame

overtoobservethefightdidnotleavethesceneeither.Theywerestillhavinglivelydiscussionsandonly

loweredtheirvoicebecauseJackwasstillthere.ManypeoplestartedlookingatJackearnestly.IfJack

didnothaveasternexpressionthatkeptstrangersaway,theywouldhavecomeovertogreethim.After

all,Jackhadabrightfuture.

Afteraperiodoftimelongenoughforhalfasticktoburn,theremainingexcitementfromtheprevious

battlebegantodisperseslowly.Theotherswhoparticipatedinawagerbattletodayonceagainentered

thebattleplatform.Brooksatattheaudienceseatandspokenon-stopbyJack’searslikeamachinegun,

andthoughthisirkedJack,hedidnotstophim.

Hepurposelylookedatwherethemanwithtriangular-eyeswasat.Whenhelookedover,themanand

hiscompanionhadalreadydisappeared.

Theymusthavebookeditbecausetheywerescared.

Jackintendedtoshakeupthemanwithtriangulareyesalittle;thatmanirkedJacktonoend.Jackdid

nothaveanyconflictofinterestswithhim,andheonlycausedtroubleforJackbecausehewantedto



flatterWesley.

ComparedtoBrook’sconstantchatter,Noelseemedtobefarmorelevel-headed.Itwasonlyafter

sometimedidhespeak,“Youheldback,butIstillfeelthatWesleywasbadlywounded.”Jackslightly

nodded.“Aren’ttherulesclear?Ican’tcauseanypermanentdamage,whichIdidn’tdo.Ionlybrokehis

ribsanddidn’thealhiswounds.He’llbealiveandkickingafterseveralmonthsoftreatment.”

Chapter2030

Intruth,Jackhadonlytoldhalfthetale.Afterall,theworstattackwasnotbreakingWesley’sribs.

Instead,itwashowtheremainingpowerfromtheDestroyingtheVoidattackedhisbodyandcausedthe

woundonhissoul.OthersdidnotknowwhatattributeJackwastrainingin,butNoelknewitverywell.

Loweringhisvoice,Noelcommented,“DidWesleysufferfromawoundonhissoulduetohowmuch

painhe’sin?Ifthat’sthecase,itdoesn’tseemgood.”

JackraisedhiseyebrowsandtookameaningfullookatWesleyafterheheardthis.Hesawhowserious

Noel’sexpressionwasandrespondedwithanequallyserioustone,“Idon’tthinkthathe’sseriously

wounded.AlthoughthemartialskillIperformedwasstrongenough,theSevenStarsMeteorCloudisn’t

soweakItcanceledmostoftheattack,andonlyasmallamountoftheattackrushedontoWesley’s

body.”

NoelfeltthatJackdidnotunderstandwhathewastryingtogetat.Hecouldnothelpbutsitupstraight

andleanedtowardJack.“Thewoundssufferedbythesoularedifferentfromthosethebodysuffered.If

hissoulisgravelywounded,it’sdifficulttoruleifit’spermanentdamage.However,ittakesmorepills

andtimetorecover.”

Jackgavealightnod.HecouldfeelthatNoelwasdancingaroundwithhiswords,thushewavedhis

hand.“Justtellmewhatyouwanttosay;there’snoneedtobeataroundthebush.”

Coughinglightly,Noelthenreplied,albeitalittleexasperated,“WhatImeantosayisthatyoutookita

littletoofarthistime.EventhoughIknowthatyoudislikeWesleythatmuch,youshouldn’thavegiven

himanadditionalpunchintheend.Yes,heactedallhighandmightybefore,buthehasthesupportof



ElderSayer.Ifyouonlywoundedhissoul,itcantemporarilybeexplainedawaybysayingthatitwas

unavoidable.However,yourlastpunchwasobviouslyaimedtohumiliateWesley—”

“Iknowwhatyoumean,butI’llstilldoitagainifthisrepeats,”interjectedJack,notallowingNoelto

finish.“Althoughhehasagreatbackgroundsupportinghim,I’mnotsomebodyhecanbullyathiswill.

ConsidermeanicepersonthatIonlypunchedhimonce,nomatterhowmuchhedidbefore.”

NoelmerelynoddedatJackbeforeheshookhisheadsilently.HefeltthatwhatJacksaidmadesense.

Afterall,itwouldonlybehellishifJackcontinuedtoputupwithallofthat.

Nonetheless,Jack’sactionhadcompletelydishonoredWesleybywhathedid.Hewasonlyafraidthat

ElderSayerwouldbeapettypersonandtakerevengeonJack.However,NoelalsoknewthatJackwas

somebodywithhisownideas,andhewascertainthatJackknewwhatmighthappen.

Jackstaredatthebattleplatformforagoodwhilebeforehebegantofeelrathertired.

Themainreasonwasduetothelowreferencequalitytowardthebattlesbetweenthesepeople.After

all,notmanyofthose3000informaldiscipleswerestrongerthanhim.Justashewasabouttogetup

andleave,heheardafamiliarvoicefromfaraway.

Jackchoseaslightlysecludedplacetosit,whichwasneartotheexit,afterheenteredtheplace.His

mainconcernwassothathewouldnotgetintoafightwiththeothers.Afterall,heknewthathewould

definitelyattractcriticismfromeverybodyashejoinedthewagerbattlearenahastily,especiallywhen

Wesleywasalsothere.Hence,hechoseaplacethatwasneartheexitandsecluded.

Thefamiliarvoicecamefromtheexit,andJackspottedafamiliarfacewhenhelookedover.

Whatsurprisedhimwastwopeoplewhousedtohateoneanotherwerehavingagenialconversationas

theywalkedtogether.ThesetwowereMortonandGerald,whocausedtroubleforJack.Thetwoof

themhadalsojoinedtheDualSovereignPavilionfromthepreviousassessment.Afterthe

accommodationwasarranged,Jackneversawthetwooftheminthepavilion.Adozendayshadpassed,



andhealmostforgotthesetwopeople…thatwasuntilthesetwoshowedup.

WhatsurprisedJackthemostwashowtheywereallsmilesandgoodtalkasiftheywerefriendsfora

verylongtime.Noelraisedhiseyebrowsandalsotookaglanceattheexit.“Isn’tthatMortonand

Gerald?Whatararesight…!

Chapter2031

Noel’sremarkcaughtJack’sattention,andJackturnedtolookathiminsurprise,notexpectingNoelto

knowthesetwonewlyrecruitedinformaldisciples.NoelknewthecauseofJack’ssurprisewhenhe

noticedthelookinhiseyes.“Icomefromanaristocraticfamily.Althoughitisn’tabigfamily,itisso

rareformetoknowtwooutstandingyoungdisciples?”

Tothis,Jackchuckledandgaveaslightnod,saying,“Areyousurethatthosetwocanbeconsidered

outstanding?”Jackdidnotsaythisoutofvanityofhimselfandhisskills,norwashebelittlingthem;he

wasmerelytellingthetruth.Jackwasspeakingfromtheoveralllooksofthings.Afterall,theyonlymade

fourofthelightslitupduringtheassessment.

Suchresultswerenotveryoutstandingamongalltheinformaldisciples,butNoelseemedtofeelgood

aboutthetwoofthem.Raisinghisbrows,Noelanswered,albeitalittlewoundup,“Theyarerelatively

outstanding.Iknowaboutyourassessmentresults.Eventhoughtheywereunabletogetfullmarks,

they’dalsohavegreatresultsduringusualassessmentsastheymanagedtolightupfouroftheobsidian

lights.”

Jackraisedhiseyebrows,obviouslydisagreeingwithNoel’sopinion,buthesaidnothingelseonthe

matterandinsteadshiftedthetopic.“Youseemtobequitefamiliarwiththetwoofthem.Youeven

kepttrackofsuchresults,”heasked.

“Irealizethatyoudon’tevenunderstandsomebasiccommonknowledge.Theyoungermembersof

aristocraticfamiliesknowabouteachother’sstrengthsandtalents.Ontopofthat,ourKarlfamilyalso

interactswiththefamiliesbehindthosetwo.That’showIgottoknowthemandlearnaboutthem.Ialso

paidattentiontotheirresultsintherecruitmentexambecauseofthis.”



Astheywerehavingtheirdiscussion,MortonandGeraldhadwalkeduptotheirside.Thesetwohadno

realpurposeinbeinghere;theyjusthappenedtopassby.

MortonsawJackandNoelhavingsmalltalkasheinadvertentlyglancedatthem.Mortonsubconsciously

raisedhiseyebrowsandscoffedbeforehespoketoGerald,“Whowould’veexpectedJacktobe

acquaintedwithNoel.FromthelooksofIt,theyseemtoknoweachotherwell.”

TherewasahintofindeliblejealousyinthewayMortonspoke.Jackwasaheadofhimsincethe

recruitmentassessment,andhehadalwaysdislikedandenviedJack.ThebetterJack’slifewas,the

worseMortonfelt.Withraisedbrows,heturnedtospeaktogreetNoel,“Greetings,SeniorBrotherNoel.

Areyouheretowatchthebattles,ordoyouhaveawagerbattlewithotherstoday?”

Noelraisedhiseyebrowsatthis.Mortonwouldnotusuallyspeaktohiminsuchafamiliarmanner.

Althoughhewasalsoquitetalented,Mortonlikedtolookdownuponpeople,andtherewasahintof

contemptinthewayhespoke.“I’mheretodaytowatchthewagerbattleofotherpeople.”

MortonnoddedandturnedtolookatJack.HeraisedthevolumeofhisvoiceasifhehadjustmetJack,

saying,“AreyouJack?Ialmostforgotaboutyou.Whyareyouhere?”

Jacksneered,notwantingtoentertaintheguy.Thisguyjusthadtopullsomethingwheneverhewasin

frontofJack.MortonrevoltedandupsetJack;hewaslikeablindhouseflywhojustwouldnotleave.

Somewhathelplessatthesituation,NoelchangedthesubjectwhenhenoticedjusthowimpatientJack

was.“Wherehavethetwoofyougoneduringthistime?Wedidn’tseeyouguysinthepavilion.”

Geraldseemedquitepolite.Hegaveasmallbowasheresponded,“ThetwoofuswenttoMount

Beasts.”

Noelimmediatelyrepliedwithacoldexpressiononhisface,“Youbotharequitedaringpeople.Howcan

youguysgotoMountBeastsbeforeyoustarttraining?”



Chapter2032

Geraldrepliedcalmly,“Weneededpavilioncontributionpointsnomatterwhatwewantedtodo.Ifthe

twoofusstayedinthepavilion,howmanycontributionpointswouldwebeabletocollect,evenIfwe

slavedourselvesaway?Instead,we’dbeabletoobtainmorebygoingtoasaferplaceoutsidelike

MountBeasts.”

Pavilioncontributionpointsweresomethingeverydiscipleneeded.Nomatterwhattheydidinthe

pavilion,itrequiredalargeamountofpavilioncontributionpoints.AlthoughJackhadjustobtained150

pavilioncontributionpointsfromthebattleagainstWesley,thepointswereameredropinabucketand

wereinsufficientforJack.

Thereweremanywaystoobtainpavilioncontributionpoints.Usually,newlyrecruitedinformaldisciples

wouldstayinthepaviliontodosomechoresthatweresafeandcouldearnthemcontributionpoints,

suchascompletingvariouschoresforelders,assistingsmeltersinproducingweapons,orhelping

alchemiststocultivatepills.Discipleswouldultimatelyearnthesepoints.

However,suchcontributionpointswereawasteoftime-theyweretoofewforGeraldandMorton.

Instead,itwasfarbettertoleavethepavilionandhuntmonsterbeastsinMountBeastsfortheir

spiritedcores.Theycouldreturntothepavilionandexchangethespiritedcoresorotherexchangeable

partsofthemonsterbeastsforpavilioncontributionpoints.FromthehappysmilesonbothGeraldand

Morton’sfaces,theyseemedtohavehadafruitfultrip.

Noelraisedhiseyebrowsandasked,“Itlookslikebothofyouhavehadafruitfultrip.Howmany

contributionpointsdidyouguysmanagetoget?”

Mortonresponded,thoughunabletohidethegrinthatcrepttohisface,“We’veobtainedatotalof

twohundred-and-eightypointswithinthesetwodays,buteachofusonlygotanaverageofa-hundred

and-fortycontributionpoints.”

Noel’sfacialexpressionchangedwhenheheardthenumber.Although280contributionpointswasnot

alargeamounttoNoelatthatmoment,itwasalotfornewlyrecruitedinformaldiscipleswhohadjust



joinedthepaviliontocomeupwith.Theircapabilitiesofobtaining280contributionpointswithina

dozendaysprovedthatbothMortonandGeraldweremuchstrongerthanmostofthenewlyrecruited

informaldisciples.

“Youbothseemwell-versed,”Noeldidnotholdbackhispraises.“BasedonwhatIknow,thetotal

amountofcontributionpointsearnedbytenofthenewlyrecruitedinformaldisciplesisn’tasmuchas

thetwoofyou.”

Mortonraisedhischinarrogantly.“Howcanwebethesameasthoseopportunisticpeople?”ToMorton

andGerald,theydidnotplacethemselvesinthesamepositionastheothernewlyrecruitedinformal

disciples,eventhoughtheyjoinedtheDualSovereignPavilionthroughthisrecruitmentassessment.

Afterall,theyweremorethancapableofpassingtheusualrecruitmentassessmentforinformal

disciples.

ThiswaswhyMortonlabeledtheothernewlyrecruitedinformaldisciplesasopportunisticpeople,He

andtheotherdisciplesunanimouslyagreedthatthesepeoplewouldneverhavehadthechancetojoin

theDualSovereignPavilioniftherewerenofrictionbetweentwopavilionswiththepossibilityofa

terriblewar

FromMorton’sreaction,itwasnotdifficulttoseehowarroganthewas.

JacksubconsciouslyraisedhisbrowswhenheheardwhatMortonsaid,buthisfaceremainedstoicand

hesparednoglancesatbothMortonandGerald.

WhatNoelwantedtoaskatthatmomentwashowdidMortonandGeraldjoinforces?Afterall,almost

everyonewhoknewthesetwoknewabouttheirstrainedrelationship.Thesetwohadalwaysbeenlike

waterandfirewherenoneofthemlookedhappywhenevertheymet.Itwasanastonishingfactto

others,knowingthattheywentonahuntingtriptokillmonsterbeaststogether.

However,Noelwassmartenoughtoholdhistongue.Afterall,allthreeofthemwouldbeinforan

awkwardtimeifheaskedMortonandGeraldaboutthis.



Chapter2033

ThiswaswhyNoelultimatelydecidednottoaskanything.Infact,MortonandGeraldshouldbeontheir

way,seeingastheirconversationhadended,andtheywerenotthatwell-acquaintedwithoneanother,

too.

Allofasudden,MortonsuddenlyactedasifheknewNoelwellandstruckanotherconversation,

“MountBeaststrulyisthevastestmountainintheWestCerceiIsland.Althoughwewereonlycapableof

goingintotheouterringoftheperipheralarea,westillmetalotofdangers.Luckily,wewerestrong

enoughandturnedthetidestoourfavor,howeverdangerousitwas.”

Noelnoddedandsimplycommendedhim.Tobefrank,hewantedtobeupfronttoMorton,wantingto

sayhewasnotinterestedinlisteningtohiscrap.MortonandGeralddidnothavetotellhimhow

dangerousMountBeastswas;Noelhadalreadyvisitedthatplaceseveraltimes.

Jacklistenedwithhighinterestashemadearrangementsforhisnextsteps.However,Mortonsuddenly

changedthetopicoftheconversationasJackwaslisteningtotheirconversation.“JuniorBrotherJack,

whatareyoudoinghere?”

JackcouldnothelpbutfrownathowMortonloweredhissenioritybyaddressinghimas‘juniorbrother’.

Jackdidnotknowabouttherulesofotherpavilions,buttheDualSovereignPavilion’sruleswerethat

thestrongerpartywouldbeaddressedastheseniorbrother,andtheweakerpartywouldbethejunior

brother.Theydidnotdecidetheirsenioritybasedontheirages.

HisstrengthwasundoubtedlystrongerthanMorton,butMortonpurposelyaddressedhimashisjunior

brother.Nonetheless,JackwasnotamemberoftheHestiaContinent,thusthisdidnotconcernhim.He

did,however,offerMortonacoldglance.“I’mheretowatchtheothersbattle.”

ThecornersofMorton’smouthcurledupwardashewalkedclosertoJack.“Iheardthatyou’vemadea

wagerbattlewithSeniorBrotherWesley.Ihavetoadmitthatyou’rereallybrave.We,membersofthe

aristocraticfamilies,understandthestrengthofSeniorBrotherWesley.Areyouheretoseehowstrong

SeniorBrotherWesleyisbyobservingothersbattlingitout?”



Jackchuckledandwassomewhatmind-boggled.HeknewMortonmeantsomethingelseashe,instead

ofleaving,continuedtolingeraroundandconversedwiththem.JackhadnoideawhereMortonhad

heardaboutthebattlebetweenhimandWesley.MortonwasobviouslylookingforwardtoJackmaking

afooloutofhimself.

Jackturnedaroundandsaid,“Iknowwhathisstrengthislike,sothere’snoneedforyoutoremindme.”

Jackspokeinsuchastraightforwardmanner,anditwasmainlybecausehedidnotwishtocontinue

listeningtoMorton’scontinuousspeech.

Mortoncaredtoogreatlyofhisdignity,yetJackspokeinsuchastraightforwardmannerwhenthere

weresomanyinformaldisciplesaroundthem.Howcouldhemaintainhisreputationlikethat?

Mortonwassoangrythathisfacebecameslightlypale.Hisrighthandinstinctivelyballedintoatightfist.

Hepurposelyraisedhisvoiceashespoke,“AreyousureyouunderstandSeniorBrotherWesley’s

strength?Whatdoyouknow?Stoppretendingtobeamasterinfrontofus.Althoughyouwereahead

ofmeduringtheentranceassessment,don’tthinkthatyoucanalwaysbeaheadofme.Letmetellyou”

I’llbeabletogoaheadofyouwithmytalentsandsufficientpavilioncontributionpoints.

“IdowonderwhereyougetyourgutsfromtochallengeSeniorBrotherWesley.He’scapableof

defeatingyouwithasinglefingerofhis!Let’sseehowcockyyou’llbeafterthat!”

WhatMortonsaidimmediatelyattractedtheattentionofmanyaroundthem.Infact,Mortonwas

curiousastowhysomanypeopleweregatheredinthewagerbattlearenatoday.Werethereimportant

individualswhowouldbehavingawagerbattle?

Nomatterwhatitwas,hewantedtoregainhisreputation.AlthoughJacksatataslightlysecludedplace,

Mortonhadpurposelyraisedhisvoice,andthesurroundingpeopleheardwhathesaidclearly.Almost

50to60peopleturnedtheirheadsaroundandlookedatMortonasifhewasanidiot.

Chapter2034

Afewamongtheaudiencestartedtomumblesoftlyamongthemselves.



“Who’sthisperson?Wheredidhecomefrom?Ishecrazy?”

“Whoknows?SeemsliketheyhaveaproblemortwowithJack.Theydoseemtobeintheinitialstage

oftheinnatelevel.Theymustbecrazy.”

Mortonhadnoideawhatwasgoingonwhenhesawhowthesepeoplestaredathim.Wasthere

somethingwrongwithwhathesaid?Whywaseveryonelookingathimlikehewassomeclown?

Hecarefullythoughtaboutwhathesaidbutcouldnotfindtheerrorinhisremarks,nomatterhowhe

tried.Ifthatwasthecase,whywerethepeoplelookingathiminsuchaway?

Geraldwasjustasstunned,andhe,too,felttheoddglancesthesepeopleshotatthem.

NoelwasalsospeechlessasheglancedatMorton.Infact,hewantedtotellMortonthatwhathesaid

wasnodifferentfromslappinghimselfhardonhisface.Nonetheless,hecouldhearthattherewasa

rivalrywithJackfromwhattheysaid.Ifthatwasthecase,Itwasbestforhimtokeephismouthshut.

JackchuckledsoftlyandlookedatMortoncoldly.Althoughheseldomwastedtimespeakingtoothers,

hewasutterlydisgustedbyhowMortonconstantlycausedhimtrouble.Hewaslikethetriangular-eyed

guywhoannoyedJackintosilentbewilderment.“YousaidthatWesleycankillmewithasinglefinger?”

ThecornersofMorton’smouthfroze,yethestillnoddedstubbornly.“Ofcourse!SeniorBrotherWesley

isextremelytalented,andhe’soneofthetopinformaldisciples.Fromthewayyou’retalking,youseem

tobeconfidentindefeatingSeniorBrotherWesley!”

Jacknodded,notbotheringtohidereaction.“Icandefeathim,nodoubt.”

BothMortonandGeraldwerestunnedonthespotwhentheyheardthis.Howcouldthisguybesocrazy?



Hewasdaringenoughtosayanything,andheevensaidthathecoulddefeatWesley.

Theothershadnoideaaboutit,butthetwoofthemknewhowtalentedandstrongWesleywas.Even

thoughMortonsaidthathehimselfwasextremelytalented,hecouldnotcomparetoWesley.Notonly

wasWesleyextremelytalented,buthecamefromanextremelystrongfamily.Howcouldthisyoung

manbesobrave?

Mortonscoffedindignantly-twice,atthat-beforehespoke,shoulderstremblingashedid,“Youtrulyare

arrogant!Whodoyouthinkyouare?HowdareyoucompareyourselftoSeniorBrotherWesley?Senior

BrotherWesleyranksatthehundred-andeighty-seventhspotamongtheinformaldisciples.Although

ElderLeepraisedyoutheotherday,itwasonlytogiveyouface.Doyoureallythinkthatyou’re

extremelytalented?”

Thepeoplearoundthemwerestunnedwhentheyheardthis,muchtoMortonandGerald’s

bewildermentastheynoticedthegazessenttheirwaygrewmore…peculiar.Themockinglookinthe

audience’seyesamplified,yettheyhadnocluewhattheydidtohaveearnedthis.

Jackchuckledsoftlyandlookedatthetwoofthemasiftheyweredummies.“Morton,Ithinkit’sbestif

youstopspeakingrightnow.Doyouknowwhatthetwoofyoulooklikerightnow?”

Mortonsmiledawkwardly,subconsciouslyloweringhisvoiceasthepeoplearoundthemwerelookingat

thetwooftheminaweirdway.“What…Whatdowelooklike?Whyaretheylookingatmeinsucha

weirdway?”heasked,purelybaffled.

Brookcoughedsoftly.Hedidnotwanttosayanything,buthewasacquaintedwithGerald,andhehad

treatedhimnicely.Theywouldonlybefurtherembarrassedifthiscontinued,thusBrookclearedhis

throatandexplained,thoughawkwardlyso,“Justmomentsago…SeniorBrotherJackhadalready

foughtwithSeniorBrotherWesley,andSeniorBrotherWesleyhadlostthefight.SeniorBrotherWesley

hasbeencarriedawayinastretcher.”

Chapter2035

SuchasimplestatementstunnedbothMortonandGerald,theirfacesslammedwithdisbelief,andtheir



mouthshungwideopen.

Mortonlaugheddryly,evenmusingtohimselfthatBrookmighthavelosthismind.Whyelsewould

Brookhavesaidsuchimpracticalthings?JackandWesleyhadalreadyfinishedtheirwagerbattle,and

Jack…defeatedWesley?Whatnonsensethesewere!

Despitethat,theweirdglancestheywerereceivingsubconsciouslystoppedMortonjustashewasabout

torefute.

Geraldblurted,“Whatareyoutalkingabout?HowcanJackdefeatWesley?”Hisexpressiondarkenedas

hegotahintofsomethingfromwhathesaid,subconsciouslysteppingback.

Everyinformaldisciplearoundthemcouldhearverywell,andallofthemheardwhatBrookhadsaid.

Noneofthemrefutedhisclaim,however,andnoneofthemgavehimoddstares.Thismeantthat

Brookwasnotpullingthingsoutofthinair;hewastellingthetruth.

Evenadummywouldhaverealizedthatsomethingwaswrong

MortonandGeraldsubconsciouslygulpedastheylookedatJackinadifferentlight.Theyfinally

understoodwhythepeoplesurroundingthemwerelookingatthemasiftheyweredummies.They

finallyunderstoodtheerrorintheirwords.Mortonbreathedheavilyashewasobviouslystimulatedby

whathappened.“Impossible!Howcanyoubesostrong?Thisisimpossible—nowaydidthishappen!

“SeniorBrotherWesleyhasbeencarriedaway?Whereishetakento?”

Infact,JackhadnoideawhereWesleyhadbeencarriedoffto,either.However,theothersknewthat

WesleywouldbebroughttotheeldercouncilwhereElderSayerlived.

Atthismoment,WesleywaslyingintheguestroomofElderSayer’seldercouncilwithhiseyesclosed

andhisfacepale.ElderSayerstretchedouthishandtosmoothouttheblanketonWesley.



Themanwithtriangulareyeskneltonthewoodenfloorbesidethebed,visiblydistraught.“ElderSayer,

youneedtogetjusticeforSeniorBrotherWesley!Thatguyhastakenittoofar.SeniorBrotherWesley

hasalreadyfallentotheground,badlywounded,andthatguystillfollowedupwithapunch,not

holdingback!HesubjectedSeniorBrotherWesleytosufferfromfourbrokenribs,whichworsened

SeniorBrotherWesley’salreadygravewounds!Thatguyistoomuch!”

Afterheheardthis,theexpressiononElderSayer’sfaceremainedthesame.Heslowlystretchedouthis

righthand,andiftheylookedcarefully,theywoulddiscoverthatalayerofgrayish-blackmistfloated

aboveElderSayer’srighthand.IfJackwasintheroom,hewouldrecognizerightoffthebatthatthe

grayish-blackmistwastheresidueofhismartialskill.

AfterJackandWesleyperformedthelastattack,Wesley’sSevenStarsMeteorCloudwasincomparable

toDestroyingtheVoid.AfteritdestroyedtheSevenStarsMeteorCloud,theremainingpowerfromthe

DestroyingtheVoidfesteredWesleylikemaggotsonbones,feastingonWesley’ssoul.IfElderSayerdid

notusetyrannicallystrongmethods,hewouldnothavebeenabletoexpeltheremainingenergy.

ElderSayerraisedhiseyebrows,andhisgrayishwhitebeardseeminglyquivered.Therewasahintof

seriousnessinhisvoiceashespoke,“Thatguyispracticingthemartialskillofthesoul-attribute.No

wonderhe’sabletostayforsuchalongtimeinthesoulhall.Youshouldstopinvertingrightandwrong

withme.AlthoughI’mold,I’mnotblindordeaf.Iknowthereasonbehindthisaltercationofyours.”

Themanwithtriangulareyesimmediatelybowedandknockedhisheadheavilyontheground.Others

wouldhavetrembledbadlyinfrightanddarednotsayathingwhentheyheardthis,butthemanwith

triangulareyesnadgivenineverything.

Chapter2036

“ElderSawyer,Ibelievethatyouarefairandunprejudiced.Althoughwehadanaltercationwithhimin

thebeginning,wedidnotoverdothings.Evenifthatguywasresentful,heshould’veconsideredyour

supporttowardSeniorBrotherWesleyandrefrainedhimselffromcarryingoutsuchaviolentattack.The

martialskillsofthesoulattributecausepeopletobewoundedterribly.Thatguydidnotcareabout

anythinganddirectlywoundedSeniorBrotherWesleybadly.Hisbodywoundscanbeeasilyhealedbut

notthewoundsonhissoulwithinashortperiodoftime!”



AhintofangerflashedthroughElderSawyer’soldeyesasheslightlynarrowedthem.However,the

angerdisappearedsoon.“Notonlyisthisguystrong,buthealsohasabadtemper.Asanelderofthe

pavilion,Icannotsimplytakeactionagainstdisciples.However,ifIallowthisguytodevelopatwill,he

willsoonstepovermesomedayinthefuture.”

Themanwithtriangulareyesquicklywentalongwiththeconversationwhenheheardthis.“That’sright!

ElderSayer,thisguyisreallyarrogant.Notonlythat,Ithinkthathe’salsohaughtyandinflexible.He

seemstobeavengefulperson.AlthoughhehaswoundedSeniorBrotherWesleyseverely,Ifeelthathe

wouldstillsettleaccountsinthefuture.Elder,whatdoyouthinkweshoulddointhefuture…”

ElderSayer’soriginallycalmfacedarkenedincreasingly.Hehumphedcoldly.“There’snoneedforyouto

prodmeintoactionasIknowwhattodo.TreatthisasalessonforWesley.Healwaysdoesthings

accordingtohiswillandbulliedothersjustbecausehethinkshe’sextremelytalented.Whatyousaid

aboutthatguyseekingrevengeinthefuturemakessense.However,youneedtounderstandthatthe

youngmanisconsideredoneofthetopdisciplesInthepavilionconsideringhistalentsandstrength.W

ewilldefinitelysufferaterriblelossifwesimplygoagainsthim.Weneedtofindanopportunitytotake

himdownforgood.”

Themanwithtriangulareyesgrewexcitedwhenheheardthis.“Ishallobeyyourorders!”ElderSayer

raisedhiseyebrows.“Alright.Iknowwhatyou’rethinkingandyou’reworriedaboutJacktakingitouton

you.There’snoneedtoworryaboutthat.Withmypresence,hewouldnotdaredoanythingtoyou.

However,there’satimelimitonthis.IfweallowJacktogrow,hewoulddefinitelythreatenyouand

evenmyself.WecannotallowsomebodywithagrudgetowardtheSayerfamilytocontinuetodevelop.”

Themanwithtriangulareyesnoddedwithallhismight.Hewasabouttocontinuespeakingwhenthey

suddenlyheardtherapidsoundofbellsringing.

Clang!Clang!Clang!

ThebellsweresoloudthattheycouldbeheardineverycorneroftheDualSovereignPavilion.Therapid

soundofthebellscausedthetwoofthem,whowereintheroom,tobestunned.



ElderSayerraisedhiseyebrowsandlookedoutsidethewindow.Hiseyes,filledwithexperiences,were

slightlystunned.“Ithoughtthatthiswouldhappenaftersometime.Whowouldhaveexpectedthemto

startthebattlenow?ThosepeoplefromtheMuddledOriginClanarereallyimpatient.”

Themanwithtriangulareyesdidnotknowwhatwasgoingon.ElderSayerlookedathimandexplained

everythinglikearesponsibleteachereventhoughheseldomspoketosuchinformaldisciplesthatwere

nottalented.“ThisistheonlybellintheDualSovereignPavilionanditwillnotberungunlesssomething

importanthashappened.Nowthatthe

Thismeansthatthegreatbattlebetweenpavilionsishappening.”

AgreatbattleatthismomentwasnaturallytheconflicttheyhadwiththeMuddledOriginClan.The

cornersofElderSayer’smouthcurledupward.“ThisIsagreatopportunityandyoushouldcherishit.”

Jacknaturallyheardtherapidsoundofthebells.Hewasnotinthewagerbattlearenaatthatmoment.

Instead,hehadgonetothesoulhallwithNoelandtheothers.JackwasconsideredoneofNoel’sfriends

atthatmoment.TheothersmightnotunderstandwhattherapidclankingofthebellsmeantbutNoel

did.

Jack’sexpressiondarkenedafterhelistenedtotheshortexplanationbyNoel.Atthatverymoment,he

hadalreadymadenewplans.Brookfollowedbehindthetwoofthemlikeapuppyandhewasalsoin

thesoulhall.Noelwasondutythatafternoon.Thesoulhallwasquietandemptyasnobodyvisitedthe

placeduringnormaltimes.Theysataroundthelongtableandtherunnerdiscipleofthesoulhall,Zayn,

preparedapotofteaforthem.

Chapter2037

Thesmellofthefragrantteaoverflowedintothespacebuttheyobviouslydidnotpayanyattentionto

howgoodtheteasmelled.Noelspokehelplessly,“Intheend,wearestillgoingtowar.Howdidthis

happensoquickly?SeniorBrotherJack,doyouplantojointhewar?Youcangetquitealargenumberof

contributionpointsifyoumanagetokillsomepeopleduringthebattle.”

ManyofthosepresentlookedovertoJackatthesametimewhentheyheardwhatNoelsaid.Jack



shookhisheaddecisively.“ItistruethatIcanreceivequiteasignificantamountofcontributionpointsif

Iacceptthistaskandleavethepaviliontokilltheenemies.However,mystrengthatthismoment

cannotensuremysafety.ItistruethatthemembersoftheMuddledOriginClanwantthepeoplefrom

ourpaviliondead,butthepeoplefromourpavilionarealsowishingformydeath.”

ThepeoplearoundhimimmediatelyquieteddownwhentheyheardwhatJacksaid.Theywereableto

identifythehiddenmeaningbehindwhatJacksaid,AlthoughJackwasmoretalentedthanmanyothers,

hehadalsomadequiteasignificantamountofenemies.ManypeoplewouldtakeactionagainstJack

outofjealousy.Wesleyandtheotherswoulddefinitelynotallowhimtocontinuetogrowstronger.

Noelnoddedandsaid,“Inthatcase,doyouplantoremaininthepavilionandtrainforsometime

beforeyouleavetokilltheenemies?”Jacksighedhelplessly.“That’stheplanforthetimebeing.

However,IhavenoideawhenWesleywillsendoverthebetsheowesme.Ihavenoideahowbadly

woundedheisandIdon’tknowifhewillwakeupwithinthesethreedays.”

Jackhadwon150pavilioncontributionpointsfromWesleyandthatwassufficienttosupporthis

trainingfortendays.Ontopofthat,hehadalsowontwosoul-penetratingpillsfromWesleyandthey

wereworthafortune.Atthatmoment,JackwasworriedaboutwhetherWesleywouldsendthebets

over.Hethoughtaboutitandsaid,“Iftherearen’totherchoices,Ishallgooverandaskfortheitems.

Afterall,Iaminarushtopractice…”

NoelandtheotherschuckledwhentheyheardwhatJacksaid.TheycouldimaginehowangryWesley

wouldbewhenJackcouldnolongerwaitandpersonallyvisithimtoaskforthem.

However,footstepscouldbeheardafterJackfinishedspeaking.Everybodywasstunnedandwondered

whowouldvisittheSoulHallatthismoment.NoelturnedaroundandhappenedtoseeSteward

Chapmanwalkinginwithasmileonhisface.Hehadseveralitemsinhishands.Noelnarrowedhiseyes

andquicklystoodupfrombehindthelongtable.StewardChapmanhadakindsmileonhisfacebuthe

didnotlooklikeaneasy-goingpersonashehadaneagle-likenoseandfoxyeyes.

StewardChapmannoddedtoNoelandturnedaroundtolookatJackwithoutsayinganything.He

arrivedatthelongtableandgentlyplacedthetrayonthelongtable.“ElderSayeraskedmetosend

overthebets.”



JackraisedhiseyebrowsashesizedupStewardChapman.Thereweretwoboxesonthetray.He

casuallytookoneoftheboxesandasheopenedthebox,itrevealedtheblackpillinfrontofeverybody

there.Thepillhadmanycomplicatedrunescarvedonitthatlookingatitoncewasenoughtoshock

one’ssoul.Thepillalsohadaweirdscentthattakingawhiffofitmadethemfeelinstantlyrefreshed

andrelaxed.

“Thisisthesoul-penetratingpill?”Jackasked.

StewardChapmannoddedandstretchedouthishand.Hespokecalmly,“Pleasehandmeyouridentity

token.Thereare150pavilioncontributionpointsforyou.”Jacknoddedandtookhisidentitytokenout

ofhisstoragespacebeforepassingittoStewardChapman.

Chapter2038

StewardChapmanbroughtoutaglowingredidentitytoken.Boththesizeandmaterialswereobviously

betterthanthedisciple’sidentitytoken.Thename’MaynardSayer’waswrittenontheidentitycardand

thoughJackdidnotknowaMaynard,hecouldguessthatitwastheidentitytokenofElderSayer.

StewardChapmanthentookoutayellowpaperwithmanyruneswrittenonitandplaceditinfrontof

Jack.“I’llneedyoutosignthistransferofownershippaper.”

JackglancedsidewaysatNoelbutdidnotdetectanythingpeculiarinhisexpressionsohesignedthe

paperwhichimmediatelyburstintoflamesafterheliftedhispen.Thisstunnedhimalittle.

“Therearerulesintheclanassociations.Contributionpointscannotbetransferredtooneanotherwilly-

nilly.Ifyouneedtotransferthecontributionpoints,youneedtosignthetransferpaper.Onlyafter

signingthetransferpaper,thepointscanbetransferredtoyouridentitytoken,”explainedSteward

Chapmanimpassively.

Aftertheexplanation,Jack’sidentitytokenbegantoglowslightly.Jacklightlywashedhisdivinesenses

acrossitandasexpected,hispreviouslyzerocontributionpointshadincreasedtoahundredandfifty



points.StewardChapmanthenbowedslightly,turnedaround,andleftwiththetraywithoutsaying

anything

“Hedidallthattokeepyouinyourplaceandasawarning.ItseemslikeElderSayerisreallyprotective

ofWesley,”saidNoelwhenhewassurethatStewardChapmanwasoutofearshot.

Jackraisedhiseyebrownonchalantly.“I’mafraidit’smorethanthat.”

Noel’sexpressionchanged.“Whatdoyoumean?Whatelseishetryingtosay?”

Jackshookhisheadandinacalmvoicesaid,“Onlytimewouldtell.Onethingisforsure,hewantsto

teachmealesson.”

Jackdidnotwanttogettooentangledinthistopic.Hetookthesoul-penetratingpilloutofthewooden

box,sniffeditlightly,andimmediatelyfelthissoultremble.Itwasdefinitelygoodstuff.Hewas

confidentthathewouldadvancequicklyinhistrainingnowthathehadtwoofthepills.

Noel’sfacewasalittledazed.ItwasobvioushehadsomethingtosaybutJackwasnotinthemoodto

hearit.“IcanfinallytrainintheArrayEyeDooragain,”saidJack.

Noel’slipstwitcheduncontrollably.HethoughtsomethingwasdefinitelywrongwithJack’shead.Jack

seemedunmovedbyallthecrisesandhedidnotknowwhatelsetosaytohim.

“Onehundredandfiftypointsgetsyoufifteendays.I’msureyou’llreachanewheightaftercomingout

fromtheArrayEyeDoor.”

JackshookhisheadandswepthiseyesoverthelocationoftheArrayEyeDoor.“Youcandeactivatethe

arrayattheendofthefourteenthday.”



“You’replanningtotrainforonlyfourteendays?”Noelwasalittlestunned.Thiswasadeviationfrom

Jack’susualbehavior.Normally,hewouldspendeverythingontheArrayEyeDoorandnothingonthe

lessonsortechniques.


