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Chapter 248
Lucas looked down but didn’t reach out to pick it up.
A moment later, Lucas took out another cigarette.

In fact, he never liked cigarettes. He only cared for an occasional cigar. But he began to
smoke cigarettes after a gathering with Hari and their friends after he divorced Jessica.

Harry told Lucas that Jessica seemed to have been with Terry.

After hearing that, Lucas felt upset and picked up a cigarette on the table.

The smell of nicotine was very strong. In fact, cigarettes didn’t smell or taste good. Yet
when the smoke entered one’s mouth and lungs, it would numb his senses for a

moment, shielding him from reality.

That was exactly what Lucas was doing now. He knew Jessica was the plotter. But the
guestion remained whether Jessica was still in love with him or not.

Was she?
Lucas exhaled a mouthful of smoke and found that the question kept lingering.
He couldn’t stop thinking about it even when he was smoking.

Lucas took out the dumbphone again and read two hundred odd text messages one by
one.

Eight years.

It contained Jessica’s love for him for more than eight years. The messages stopped
when they got married.

If he counted their three-year marriage, it would be 11 years in total.
How many eleven years were there in a person’s life?

Not many

One-tenth of Jessica’s life was about loving him. How could she just stop loving him all
of a sudden?




Lucas did not believe that Jessica was no longer in love with him.
Jessica didn’t sleep well last night, either. It was very late when she finally fell asleep.
What Terry said last night made her recall what happened five years ago.

Not long after she divorced Lucas, Terry snatched a bracelet from her and said that it
was his.

Jessica didn’t know how the bracelet appeared in her hand. Perhaps she had met Terry
before she entered Lucas’ room?

That was the only explanation Jessica could have. Otherwise, how could Lucas be the
one who was lying beside her, naked, the next morning?

That night she was drugged and lost consciousness, but when she woke up the next
day, she was completely sober. The man beside him was indeed Lucas.

Obviously, Lucas did remember what happened that night. Otherwise, he wouldn’t have
got Jessica wrong.

Since Wendy didn’t get a result, Jessica decided to let the whole thing go.
But what Terry said yesterday reminded her of the bracelet. She wondered what on
earth had happened that night. How come she had Terry’s bracelet when the man

beside her was Lucas?

Jessica felt angry, but she didn’t know what to be angry about. She grabbed a pillow
and hammered it a few times.

After venting her frustration, Jessica calmed down.
Jessica wanted to know the answer, but she didn’t want to see Terry for now.

She had already entered Terry’s number on her phone, but she didn’t dial it in the end.

Jessica didn’t wake up until 10 a.m. What had happened at yesterday’s wedding
brewed.

Some reporters waited for Morgan at the hotel where he stayed. They finally got to
speak to Morgan and May at the airport in the morning.

Several reporters rushed up to Morgan, asking him to give his comments on the
wedding. The bride should have been Jessica. Why was she replaced in the end?




Morgan had been holding back his anger against Justin for a long time. Now that he had
the chance, he vented it all bluntly. “I think you’ve all got something wrong. The wedding
was for Mr. Thomas and Miss Cheek. That was the original plan.”

“Then why did you appear at the wedding?”

“You should ask Mr. Justin Thomas why he sent me the invitation. Personally, | didn’t
want to come. | don’t think it's proper for the groom’s ex-parents-in-law to show up at

the scene, yet Mr. Justin Thomas insisted.”

The reporter got even more excited. “But before the wedding, the Thomas family clearly
stated that Miss Hall and Mr. Thomas are preparing to get married again. If the wedding
held yesterday was not for them, why hadn’t you clarified it?”

“Is that so? I'm sorry. | was too busy to have noticed that. But the Hall family never
made any statements. | think that’s very telling. We have no idea what was really going
on with the wedding.”
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As soon as Morgan’s remarks came out, the Internet went into an uproar. Now that
Justin had finally recovered a little, Dwayne didn’t dare to show him Morgan’s interview.

The Thomas family had truly become a joke in LA.

No one had expected what Morgan said. It proved that Lucas and Jessica’s remarriage
was nothing but a rumor.

Yet the interview didn’t just stop there. A quick-witted reporter recalled Jessica’'s
scandal some time ago and hurried to take the chance to ask when Morgan was in a
good mood. “Mr. Hall, what’s your comment on Miss Hall's scandal? It is said that she
doesn’t have a very decent and proper private life.”

Morgan’s face turned grim at once. “Who said that? If | find out who spread this rumor
later, | will sue them and make them penniless!”

What Morgan said to the reporters was even more destructive than the wedding.

Within half an hour, what Morgan said spread on the Internet. Everyone knew the Hall
family and the Thomas family had no intention of knotting the tie. The Hall family had
never agreed to the wedding of Jessica and Lucas.




Hari originally thought that what happened at the wedding last night was ridiculous
enough, but he did not expect that there would be something even more shocking when
he woke up early in the morning. Someone asked Hari if Morgan was telling the truth.

As a good friend of Lucas for more than twenty years, Hari, who had always been able
to joke around, became serious this time. Hari replied, “How can you say that? Ask
Lucas if you have the guts.”

The guy sort of got along with Hari. Though his family was less wealthy than the Hartley
family and the Thomas family, it still had its fame in

LA

The man was not convinced. “Mr. Hartley, though this may sound offensive to ears,
that’'s what Mr. Morgan Hall said personally.”

Hari couldn’t refute that, but he couldn’t stand others bitching about Lucas. “Bullshit! If
the Hall family hadn’t agreed to this, do you think the wedding last night would have
been so grand?”

“Well, who knows? As far as I'm concerned, ever since the news of their remarriage
came out, the Thomas family was the only side to have ever made a statement. The
Hall family never said anything. In any case, the Thomas family seems to be forcing a

wedding on Miss Hall.”

“Why didn’t you say that the Hall family deliberately framed the Thomas family?”

Hearing that, Hari calmed down a lot and hung up the phone. He recalled everything
that had happened over the past month.

That guy was right. Ever since the news came out, neither Jessica nor the Hall family
had ever made any comments or responses about the wedding

Hari couldn’t help but take a deep breath when he reached the conclusion. “How
daring!”

Hari felt that he had the obligation to remind Lucas that Jessica and the Hall family were
deliberately fooling the Thomas family and Lucas!

At the same time, Vincent was standing at Lucas’ office door, hedging to knock on it.
Now that everyone knew about the wedding and everyone seemed to be talking about

it. The Thomas family was disgraced for sure. Besides that, someone revisited the news
of Luna’s pregnancy.




Someone assumed that Luna was indeed pregnant with Lucas’ child. She made up
Jessica’s scandal to cover up her pregnancy.

That was easy to deal with. A demand letter would solve that.

Yet the real trouble was how to mention what Morgan had said at the airport. Vincent
didn’t dare to face Lucas.

Vincent hesitated for two minutes and finally knocked on the door in front of him.
Vincent learned from the security guard that Lucas had arrived at 7 in the morning.
Vincent knew that Lucas must be in a terrible mood. If he went to hit Lucas’ sore point,

Lucas might probably vent his anger on Vincent. Yet if Vincent didn’t tell him about
Morgan’s remarks, things would worsen.
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Vincent was already prepared for Lucas’ anger, but after knocking on the door twice, he
still heard no response at all.

Vincent even suspected that the security guard had got it wrong. Perhaps Lucas hadn’t
arrived yet?

Just as he was hesitating, he knocked on the door for the third time. Finally, Lucas’
deep voice came from inside. “Come in.”

Vincente took a deep breath and pushed the door open. He smelt smoke once he
entered the office. Vincent then saw Lucas at the table.

Lucas was leaning against his armchair and the ashtray was filled with cigarette butts.
There was one cigarette in his dangling hand. Lucas’ cold face looked grimmer than it
usually did.

Vincent had never seen Lucas like this. He called out meticulously. “Mr. Thomas?”

Lucas moved slightly, raised his hand, and took a puff. He spat out the smoke and said
coldly. “Speak.”

The single word made Vincent chill.



Vincent shuddered and fearfully recounted what had happened half an hour ago. “Now,
the netizens are all talking about it. Since Mr. Justin Thomas was sent to the hospital
last night for emergency treatment, perhaps we should suppress the news?”

Hearing that, Lucas suddenly sneered. “What did you say?”

Lucas suddenly raised his head. His eyes were as cold as ice.

Vincent froze, not daring to look Lucas in the eye. “That perhaps we should suppress
the news.”

“‘We don’t.”

Vincent couldn’t believe what he had heard. “But in that case, Mr. Justin Thomas will.”
“Are you my grandfather’s secretary or mine?”

Though Lucas was moody, he rarely said things like that.

Vincent had been working for Lucas for almost eight years and he had only heard that
once in the past.

Vincent’s face paled. “I'm sorry, Mr. Thomas.”
Lucas snuffed out his cigarette and said, “Get out.”
Vincent felt relieved. He then hurried to turn to leave the office.

Vincent walked out of the office with cold sweat all over his body. Just as he closed the
door, he turned around and saw Hari walking over.

“Mr. Hartley.”

Hari was too grumpy to joke. He nodded and said, “Is Lucas in?”
Vincent nodded, “Mr. Thomas is a bit...”

Hari pushed the door open before Vincent could finish.

Hari entered the door and said to Lucas, “Lucas, you were fooled by Jessica. Do you
know that?”

As soon as Hari finished speaking, he looked down and met Lucas’ emotionless eyes.

Hari had not seen Lucas like this for a long time. Although he had known Lucas for so
many years, when Lucas looked at him with such a cold and ruthless gaze, Hari still felt




a chill. “Have you learned what Morgan said this morning? Jessica never thought about
getting married to you. She was just...”

Bang!

Lucas suddenly threw a gadget out and smashed it against the bookcase to the side.
The glass door was broken and the noise shut Hari up.

When Hari came back to his senses and wanted to say something, he heard Lucas’
cold voice, “Get out!”

Normally. Hari would have teased Lucas.
But today, he didn’t dare to say anything at all.

Glancing at the smashed bookcase glass, Hari pursed his lips and turned to leave the
office.

Vincent had also heard the noise inside just now. Hari was in a hurry when he went in,
so he didn’t even close the door. Vincent was trying to close the door for them, yet he
didn’t expect Lucas’ sudden move. Vincent even trembled.

Hari didn’t look good, either. He was not mad at Lucas. It was just what Lucas had
frightened him.

They had been friends for years. Yet Hari never saw Lucas lose his temper like this.

Lucas was cold-blooded and didn’t have a good temper. But he seldom lost it.

Hari only came back to his senses when he saw Vincent. Hari tried to tell Vincent
something, but in the end, he decided to keep mum.

No matter who showed up at this point, Lucas would still lose his temper.

The best solution is to leave him alone and let him cool down by himself.

After all, Lucas had just been tricked by his beloved woman. It was a lot to take in.



