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“‘He couldn’t have cheated,” said Nash. “This guy is that strong, there’s no doubt about
that. If he hadn’t been there, | would’ve been able to get third place. Yet, | was pushed
out of it because he was there, which means the results are right. This is reality, and
you have to accept it even if you don’t want to!”

With how Rudeus was at that moment, even if Rudeus accepted that Jackie managed
to get first place, Rudeus would not accept that Jackie was powerful. He would even
say that the leaders from the other two continents were just too weak.

Nash’s words halted Rudeus’ thoughts. Rudeus might not know how strong the rest of
them were, but he knew very well how skilled Nash was, yet Nash only got fourth place!

There was a big gap between Nash and the other three.

In truth, Rudeus was just a hair stronger than Nash. With that comparison, Rudeus
could more or less tell. When the others heard what was said, they slowly began to
accept that Jackie was just that skilled. Rudeus’ whole body trembled as Nash reached
out to pull Rudeus back.

He could not allow Rudeus to stay. No one would know if Rudeus would snap.

Jackie raised an eyebrow, not wanting to bother interacting with them too much. He
walked away from the center where the most important alchemists were and headed
back to his corner.

At that moment, Rudy and Aaron stood upright excitedly.

The one person who could accept that Jackie had gotten first place the most was Rudy.
Before Jackie even entered, Rudy was already sure that Jackie would get good results.
The truth proved to be just as he thought, and in fact, it was even better than Rudy had
thought. Jackie got first place and a golden treasure!

Aaron no longer knew what to say. Even his expressions were a little twisted as he
finally understood Rudy’s strange behavior and words from earlier. Rudy’s confidence in
Jackie was not baseless.

In fact, Rudy knew that Jackie was that good, hence his confidence. After Aaron
understood that, he took a deep breath as he viewed Jackie as though he was a beast.

There had been six groups prior, and 60 incredibly skilled alchemists had entered. Not a
single one of them had gotten a golden treasure, but the man in front of him did. His




results were even quite a lot better than the second and third place. Jackie was an
absolute monster in Aaron’s eyes.

Jackie waved at the two of them and sat them down. He retrieved his mat from his
storage space and sat in his old spot.

They were still at the fringe of the inner city, but thanks to Jackie, the corner had
attracted the attention of all alchemists present. Everyone looked in their direction and
constantly talked.

Jackie did not even need to think to know what they were talking about. They were
shocked at his skill and curious about where he came from. He did not care about any
of that at all. As long as all of them kept to themselves and did not challenge him, they
could say what they wanted to.

Rudy lowered his voice and laughed. “It looks like this wasn’t hard to you at all!”
Jackie furrowed his eyebrows, shaking his head after thinking about it. “| can’t say that it

wasn’t hard, it’s difficult in its own right. It was just that it was easier for me than it was
for everyone else...”
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Rudy continued excitedly, “They took five days, but you only used three. They can’t
compete with you no matter how you look at it!”

Rudy was over the moon as if he had been the one who had gotten the golden treasure.
In truth, he had already come to terms with a lot of things. After all, he was worse than
Jackie in many ways possible, so he was a burden for Jackie.

Still, Jackie never thought of giving up on him, causing Rudy to treat Jackie as his
brother.

Jackie took a deep breath, frowning as he said, “If it wasn’t for the fact that we can’t
distribute the resources at that moment, I'd leave right now. There’s no meaning to
being here. The remaining groups are all a complete waste of time.”

Rudy raised an eyebrow. After being with Jackie for so long, he knew Jackie’s
temperament in not wanting to waste time.

After thinking about it, he frowned and said, “How many more days do we need to stay
here? | remember that there are a total of eleven groups. There are still so many groups
left. Can’t we just split up the resources now and leave?”




Jackie shook his head. “The rules are clear, and even with a golden treasure, | can'’t
change them. | have to accept it.”

Rudy felt helpless after hearing that, but there was nothing he could do.
Time slowly passed.

After Jackie showed his skills, none dared to provoke him nor say anything to him. Even
Rudeus, who had acted so arrogantly before, fell silent.

The eighth group started after four hours, and Aaron joined as well. Even though his
skills did not amount to much, he was still willing to challenge himself. Despite the fact
that Rudeus humiliated him before, no one dared to say anything to him this time since
he was always beside Jackie.

It was only after Aaron entered the competition did Jackie start to speak. After all, Aaron
was just an outsider to them. There were some things that could not be said in front of
him.

Since Aaron was taking part in the competition, Jackie immediately whispered to Rudy,
“We better plan our next moves out properly. First of all, we can’t use our actual names,
and we’ll have to disguise ourselves. Our identities are already too sensitive. A lot of
parties will be eyeballing us once word about what’s happened spreads.”

Rudy had already realized the severity of the matter. He nodded vigorously as he took a
deep breath. “It's only going to get harder from now on. Thankfully, the alchemists in the
inner valley of Phoenix Valley don’t know us at all. Even if they look into us, they won’t
find anything.”

Jackie nodded, but he did not relax at all. “Even if they don’t know us and can’t find out
our true identities for now, we won'’t be able to hide it after they return to Phoenix Valley.
We shouldn’t just be thinking about the next year; we should be thinking about the
future. | don’t think you should ever return to Golden Pills, too, since you may be
apprehended.”

Rudy’s expression darkened, immediately realizing that Jackie was right. In the Whirling
World, it was impossible to find out who they were due to the various restrictions.
However, it would not be so simple once they were out.
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After all, they had been in Phoenix Valley for a long time. As long as their enemies
decided to look into it carefully, it would be very easy to find out that they were from
Phoenix Valley. Everything else would come spilling out soon afterward. The fact that




he was from Golden Pills would no longer be a secret. It seemed like there really was
no way for Rudy to go back.

Thinking about that, Rudy felt somewhat hopeless. He had thought that he would be
able to return to Golden Pills after two years, living the life he used to have-conflict-free
and without dangers. He would be able to live his life peacefully if he kept to himself.
Alas, everything seemed to have gone up in smoke, and he could never go back. If he
did, he might be captured immediately and might even bring Golden Pills trouble.

Jackie raised an eyebrow as he patted Rudy on the shoulder. “Don’t worry. Once we go
out, I'll make arrangements for you. It’ll be fine, even if you can’t go back to Golden
Pills. Just go somewhere else. Of course, you still need to keep your identity hidden.”

Rudy nodded vigorously. The person he trusted the most in the world would have to be
Jackie. He did not even trust his old master completely, but he trusted Jackie 100
percent. If Jackie was not there, he would already have been dead long ago.

Jackie let out a sigh, already making plans on what to do when they got out.

After a while, Rudy suddenly said, “Should we be looking into Grayson? | feel like we
can get a lot of answers from him. Grayson is in the Whirling World. If we have the
chance, we should just capture him!”

The moment Grayson was brought up, Rudy seemed completely rabid. Ever since they
entered Phoenix Valley, Grayson’s secrets seemed to constantly surround them. Even
as they spoke, they had no idea what was happening. The Unbreaking Pavilion
suddenly decided to go against them, which definitely had to do with Grayson.

Jackie narrowed his eyes and earnestly thought about it before nodding. “If | get the
chance, | won't let him go.”

The next four groups did not manage to get anything at all. By the time the eleventh
group was over, 10 days had already passed. The Hestia Continent had a total of three
treasures, a golden treasure, a bronze treasure, and a black treasure. Compared to the
other continents, they did not get much, but it was better than nothing. Furthermore,
they had been incredibly lucky to get a golden treasure. When it came to splitting up the
resources, Jackie got the first pick.

Everything good had been placed in front of all the alchemists. There were two or three
ninth-grade pills. There were also incredibly eye-catching treasures there. In the end,
Jackie only chose a soul gem. Compared to the other things there, the value of a soul
gem was not that great, but Jackie was firm in his decision. After all, the soul gem was
the most valuable to him out of everything there. After this, Jackie would be training in
the storm god rank technique, the Soul Sky, and the soul gem would allow him to level

up.




After he made his pick, Jackie did not hesitate to bring Rudy out of Prosper City.

After another three days, Jackie brought Rudy to the level six city, the Hundred Beast
City. At the plaza in front of the city, Jackie and Rudy had disguised themselves as they
planned earlier.

Jackie had chosen a great time to leave Prosper City. Since he had been the first to
choose from his treasure, he did not even bother hesitating before he left. If any of them
wanted to pursue them, they would miss out on the resources.
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They would lose out on the chance to pick something good for themselves if they left
with Jackie.

Taking that chance, Jackie easily brought Rudy away from Prosper City. The moment
they left Prosper City’s gates, a green light suddenly condensed a token in the air,
falling into Jackie’s hands. The token’s instructions directed him to Hundred Beast City.

After spending three days on foot, Jackie and Rudy arrived at the plaza in front of
Hundred Beast City. At that moment, the plaza was empty.

Looking at the empty plaza, Jackie suddenly felt a little odd. After all, the few city plazas
before had been full of people. They had to even take a test before they entered, but
Hundred Beast City’s plaza was vacant.

Rudy raised an eyebrow. “No one’s here? Do you not need to take a test before you
enter?”

Jackie nodded. “It looks to be the case. Whatever, there‘s no need to think about it. We
should just enter the place and see what the situation is.”

Rudy nodded, following behind Jackie as they headed toward Hundred Beast City.

On the walls of Hundred Beast City, various kinds of beasts were carved. Some of the
beasts seemed to be acting like humans, while some of the beasts had their teeth bared
and acted like complete wild animals.

On both sides of the massive city gates were two statues. Those two statues were
incredibly lifelike and looked about as tall as a human. However, their arms had a layer
of black paint on them. They had skull masks, but there were no pupils in their eyes. It
looked incredibly creepy.




Rudy suddenly felt like Hundred Beast City was incredibly evil. Just as the two of them
were about to enter the city, the two statues suddenly moved. Rudy was so frightened
that he shrieked and hid behind Jackie. His breathing quickened as his whole body
shook in fear.

Jackie was immediately on full alert as well. He retrieved his gray sword from his
storage space, clutching it in his hand tightly.

“Fear not, for we are the caretakers of Thousand Beast City. Produce fifty thousand
spirit crystals to enter,” spoke the caretaker that wore a skeleton mask.

Jackie heard him speak and immediately reacted, giving the caretaker a once-over.

That skeleton-masked caretaker did not look like a human at all, no matter how one
looked at it. Instead, it looked like a human that had turned into a demon. Upon closer
inspection, Jackie was shocked to notice that the caretaker’'s body was exchanging
energies with the Hundred Beast City.

Hundred Beast City was slowly letting out energy, and the caretaker’s body was slowly
pulsing with energy as well. There were two energies that were intersecting in the air.
While Jackie did not understand what he was seeing, it confirmed what the caretaker
was saying.

It seemed like he was indeed the caretaker of Hundred Beast City. However, after
acknowledging it, Jackie felt even more confused.

Hundred Beast City had a caretaker?

He had thought that there would no longer be any signs of life left in the Whirling World
after so many years. However, it was not the time to dwell on that.

After Jackie took a deep breath, he retrieved 100000 spirit crystals from Mustard Seed,
handing them to the caretaker.

The caretaker took the spirit crystals and nodded at Jackie, retrieving two entry tokens
from his storage space and placed them in Jackie’s palm.
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After doing all of that, the two caretakers stepped back, reverting to their earlier
motionless state. If it was not for everything that happened earlier, Jackie would have
thought that the two caretakers were just statues.




At that moment, Rudy had recovered from his fear and felt like he had embarrassed
himself with his overreaction. He had just been like a scared rabbit, only knowing how to
hide behind Jackie. He was not masculine at all.

Jackie looked at the city entry token in his hand. To be more precise, it was the entry
token to the outer city.

After that, he looked at Rudy and said, “There’s no need to be afraid anymore. Let’s just
getin.”

After saying that, the entry token in his hand suddenly glowed in white, and a sea of
information entered Jackie‘s mind. There was information on the various rules of the
outer city. He frowned as a flash of emotion was seen in his eyes. He started to get

even more excited for Hundred Beast City.

The inside of the city was separated from the outside by a barrier. Only by getting past
that barrier would they enter Hundred Beast City. The two of them had just passed the
barrier when noise assaulted their ears.

“Why is it so noisy?!” yelled Rudy, though his voice was barely heard with such clamor.
What greeted them was a sea of people. They did not know how many people were
gathered in Hundred Beast City, but all of them seemed to be incredibly excited,
shouting out crazily. Everyone seemed visibly excited. Upon closer inspection, some
bloodlust could be seen in their expressions, too.

Rudy gulped as he reached out and grabbed Jackie’s arm.

He shouted at Jackie, “There wasn'’t a single person outside the city, so why are there
so many people inside? There are tens of thousands of people here!”

Jackie sighed, answering loudly, “You underestimated everything. There are at least a
hundred thousand people here!”

The moment he said that, Rudy’s eyes widened as he shouted, “What did you say? A
hundred thousand? Why are there so many people?! This is a level-six city, not a level-
nine city! There are so many warriors stuck in the outer cities, so why are there so many
people gathered in Hundred Beast City? There were clearly only the two of us when we
entered...”

Rudy was confused and shocked at that moment, swearing that it was desolate outside
the city. Looking at the over hundred thousand people gathered there, he did not
understand how there were this many people inside. No one even entered!

Jackie frowned as he answered after a long time, “We might have just been looking at
an illusion just now...”




Rudy was stunned when he heard that. He was even more confused as he sputtered,
“What do you mean? What we saw earlier was an illusion? It felt so real.”

Jackie still looked calm, not knowing how to explain it at that moment. He had only said
that because of his intuition, feeling as though they were not seeing reality at that time.

Since he could not explain, Jackie said, “Let’s not dwell on that problem. What we need
to think about is how we can benefit even more from Hundred Beast City and get even
more.”

Rudy still wanted to get to the bottom of it, but since Jackie had said that, it would just
annoy Jackie if he continued asking. With that, he decided to hold back his questions for
the moment.




