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Luna could not help wringing her hands when she heard this. She bit her lip and lifted her head to stare at lim. "Do you

agree that Joshua had humiliated Christopher on purpose and insulted both the Landry family and me?”

Luna had thought that as Joshua's cousin, Jim would be different from everyone else, but...

“Well, what else do you think his intention was of doing this?" Jim let out a sneer and added, “Are you trying to tell me that
an intelligent man like Joshua Lynch can't even tell a rare herb apart from some common grass, despite having photos to

help him? Even a child can understand the pictures that Christopher had shown him, so what went wrong?”
Luna bit her lip when she heard this.
She let out an exhale and closed her eyes. "l won't return to your side for the time being.

“l want to hear Joshua's explanation for all this.”

She would not believe any of these accusations unless she could hear Joshua admitting himself that he had deliberately

done this to humiliate both Christopher and her,

“In that case, has he contacted you? Do you have a way of getting in touch with him?”
Luna's heart sank when she heard this. Joshua...had not contacted her at all.

She, too, had no means of getting in touch with him.

Every time she contacted the children, they would tell her that Joshua was busy and had not gone home at all.



Ewven Nigel, who had always been a skilled hacker, could not find out what Joshua was up to.

The only thing that tied her to Joshua was the message that he had asked Jude to pass on the day before, asking her to

wait for him.

Jim noticed Luna's strange reaction and scoffed, * You have no way of knowing when Joshua would come back to you and

how long you'll have to wait, do you?”

He walked over to her side and pressed down on her shoulders, staring straight into her eyes. "Even though Mother has
received the antidote, her body is still weak. Even though she's out of danger now, there's no telling when her condition

will deteriorate because of grief, and we have to expect the worst is yet to come,

"Do you want to see Mother pass away without any reciprocation for her actions despite having sacrificed everything for

Father?

"On top of that, what about Christopher and Malcolm? Everyone has put in tremendous effort to save Mother, Are you

willing to let everyone's efforts go to waste because of Joshua?”

Luna bit her lip and refused to meet Jim's steely gaze.

“Luna.” Seeing that Luna was avoiding eye contact, Jim let out an exhale and said, “Alright, what about you give him a

week?

“Mo matter how busy he is, he must be able to get it done after a week.

“If he hasn't come back to Merchant City, or gone to Tea Cottage to look for you after a week, then you'll come back to the

Landry family.”

Luna gnawed her lip and contemplated this for 2 moment, then nodded.

After receiving Luna's confirmation, Jim let out an exhale and turned to leave.

Luna sat alone in the restaurant and stared out the window in silence, her lips pressed into a thin line.

Truth be told, another reason, apart from Joshua, that she did not want to return to the Landry family was Granny Lynch...

She would never forget that Granny Lynch had given all the antidote to Nellie to save her life.

Luna knew that Granny Lynch had chosen to save Mellie because she, too, was a Lynch, and they were blood relatives, but...

Mo matter how hard she tried, Luna could not wrap her head around the fact that she was a Landry, a member of the

family that had rivaled against the Lynch family for many years.

“What's wrong? Mo appetite?” Suddenly, a cold, female voice rang out next to Luna's ear.

Luna furrowed her brows and turned around.



The person standing before her was Heather, wearing a pink dress.
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Heather had on some light makeup, and her skin looked radiant. It was evident that she was the heiress of a wealthy family.

Seeing that Luna had noticed her, Heather could not help smiling. Then, she sat down gracefully in Jim's empty seat and

extendad her hand toward Luna. * Luna, it's about time we meet in private.

"My name 15 Heather Landry. and I'm Aura’s sister, the eldest daughter of Joseph and Matasha, your adoptive parents.
"According to our ages, you were bomn a few days before me, so | should call you "Big Sister’ as Aura did.”

Luna could not help narrowing her eyes when she heard the mention of Aura’s name.

She recalled the conversation that she had overheard outside Blue Bay Villa when Aura was talking to someone on the

phone.
At that time, Aura had called someecne, “Sis.” Heather must have been talking to Heather.

At that time, Luna had thought that Aura was the real heiress of the Landry family and that Heather was Luna's biological
sister. On top of that, she had even been saddened by the fact that Heather—her supposedly biological sister—was closer

to Aura than her.

Luna had even wondered why she seemed to have such rotten luck when it came to familial relationships. No matter

Joseph, Natasha, Aura, or Heather...none of them seemed to like her.

However...

As soon as she met Mrs. Landry in person and found out that she was her birth mother...



Luna finally understood everything.

All of their mistreatment toward her had not been because of her at all. Instead, it was simply because she was not a part

of their family in the first place.

Heather chuckled when she saw the way Luna stared wordlessly at her. She fiddled with the diamend ring and geld bangle
around her wrist and said, "What's wrong? Are you angry that | received such good treatment from your birth parents all

these years

and jealous that | get to wear all this pretty jewelry?”

Luna narrowed her eyes and smirked. “Ms. Heather, | wonder why, despite your close relationship with Aura, she has never

told you what | do for a living before.

“Or is it simply because you never did a background check on me at all?”

Luna crossed her arms in front of her chest and sneered. “I'm a jewelry designer.

“Even though the diamond on your ring is expensive, its design looks incredibly tacky and fails to display the true beauty
and shine of the diamond gemstone. Because of this failure in design, this ring is ten percent cheaper than other diamond

rings of a similar category.

“On top of that, even from my angle, the bangle you're wearing looks shiny and well-made, but | know that it's because

vou deliberately held the defective parts within your palm so that no one would see,



“However, the flaw is so significant that | already noticed it as scon as you entered the room.”

With that, Luna curled her lips into a smirk and added, "A ring that had been reduced in value due to a design failure and a

flawed bangle with enly half that's intact...

“Mone of this makes me jealous at all. | guess Ms. Heather's financial status within the Landry family isn't as high as |

thought.”

Luna stood up and said, "MNeither Jim nor | touched any of our food. If you don't mind, Ms. Heather, you can have it. I'll pay
the bill.”

With that, she turned and strode away.

Heather was so outraged by this that her face turned a deep shade of grean.

If it were not for the plan that had backfired two weeks ago, she would not have ended up like this in the first place!
Because she had been fired from Landry Group, she had no source of income apart from her monthly allowance.

This was a sensitive topic for her, and Heather never expected that Luna would notice it and even point it out so

contemptuously!

Heather bit her lip and glared at Luna’s retreating figure. "What right do you hawve to laugh at me, Luna?

“The most pitiful person in the world right now is you!

"Joshua Lynch has abandoned you, and now, you're like a homeless little runt , ”
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Luna's expression darkened when she heard this.



She narrowed her eyes and turned around, staring at Heather from her great height. "A homeless little runt?”

Luna sneered as she gazed at Heather's pale face. “ Heather, | guess somehow you think that as the heiress of the Landry

family, your status is unsurpassable.

“Have you forgotten something? If Joshua has really abandoned me, I'll have to return to the Landry family. If that happens,

then | wonder who'll become the homeless little runt you're talking about! *

Luna turned and strode away, with Heather gaping at her in shock

After coming out of the restaurant and getting into the car, tears brimmed Luna's eyes.

Heather was right.

If Joshua abandoned her...then she would indeed become a homeless little runt.
As soon as she thought of this, Luna lowered her head and took out her phone to send a message to Joshua.

(I know you're busy, so much so that you don't even have time to come find me. The Landry family has given me seven

days. If after seven days, you still haven't come for me, then I'll have to return to their side.

{If you don't bring me back to Banyan City in seven days...I'll have to go back to my original home.

Joshua, please don't disappoint me.]

By the time Luna finished typing these messages, tears were already streaming down her face.

She clutched her phone tightly and could not help recalling the memeries of her and Jeshua.

Truth be told, there were not many good memories of them together, but...

When Aura had attempted to kill her and Mellie, Joshua had climbed onto the Farris wheel and burst into the fire...

When Fiona tried to hurt her and Nigel, Joshua had held her close to him for protection.

She recalled how Joshua had gotten hurt in the eighth alley and the birthday party he had hosted for her...

Of course, the time when he had kneeled before her at her and Malcolm’s engagement party, begging for her forgivenass,

All this while, he had changed himself and recorded his most sincere thoughts with a recording device outside Tea

Cottage...

Luna refused to believe that this man would be so cruel toward her simply because he had found out she was a Landry, like

what other people claimed.

She gripped her phone tightly.



Seven days.

She would give both her and loshua seven days.

If Joshua had indeed abandoned her because of her identity as a Landry, then she would not force him any further.
Banyan City Central Hospital.

Jude sat next to Joshua and let out a deep sigh as he watched Joshua sleeping scundly.

Joshua's broken phone, which had fallen down the abyss alongside him, lit up for a few moments next to him.
Jude let out a sigh and handed the phone to his assistant. “Try to recover all the data within the phone.”

This was Joshua's personal cell phone, so even though there was no confidential business information contained within it,

the fact that it had lit up meant that someone was trying to get in touch with him.

A week later, the assistant returned with the broken phone. "Master Smith, we've tried all sorts of things, but...the core disk

has been damaged, and none of the technicians could recover it.”

Jude sighed and had no choice but to remove the SIM card from Joshua's old phone, then inserted it into an identical,

brand-new one.

Joshua was still unconscious.

Jude let out another sigh and said, staring at Joshua's pale face, "Joshua, are you really not going to wake up? Luna... "

That day, Jude had received news from Lucas and Luke, who were both in Merchant City.
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Rosalyn's condition had indeed improved, but according to the Landry family, the herb that Joshua had risked his life to

pick was provided by Malcolm instead.



On top of that, the Landry and Quinn families had announced that they would cooperate to defeat other companies that

had infiltrated Merchant City.
It was clear that the company they were talking about was Lynch Group.
However, what Jude found incredibly difficult to accept was...

The Landry family had announced that they would be hosting an extravagant party to welcome the return of Luna, the real

heiress of the Landry family.
When Jude heard this, he could not believe his ears. Luna was going to become a Landry soon!

Joshua had risked his life to find an herb from the edge of a cliff so that Rosalyn would be cured and that Luna would not

have to return to the Landry family and become his enemy anymore.

What happened after that?

Malcolm had taken credit for the herk that Joshua had found, and soon, the love of Joshua's life was going to become a

Landry.
Jude let out an exhale and stared at the unconscious man before him. “Joshua...are you not going to take a look?”

There were only five more hours until the ceremony. If Joshua woke up right this instant and hopped on a plane to

Merchant City...he would still make it in time.

However, if he did not wake up...then Luna would become a Landry from this day onward.

If that happened, Joshua would have lost all hope of reconciling with her.

Just as Jude was lamenting this twisted turn of events, someone pushed open the door to the ward.
It was Migel, Meil, and Nellie.

“Uncle Jude, please help us request a special plane track. We're sending Daddy to Merchant City."

Meil let out an exhale, stepped forward, and said in a calm voice, “Mommy is about to become 2 member of the Landry

family, and we're running out of time.”

Mellie nodded and added, “Even though we, as children, shouldn't interfere in adult’s businesses, we still have the right to

help Daddy one last time.



“Even if Daddy won't wake up, we'll bring him to the venue of the party so that Mommy will know that Daddy didn't

abandon her. Instead, he was unconscious because of the injury he suffered while trying to find the Clinging Root.”

Migel lowered his head to glance at the time. “If we leave now, the ceremony might already have begun by the time we

arrive in Merchant City.

“Therefore, I've contacted Uncle Lucas and Uncle Luke to help us stall everything so that we can make it in time.”

Jude lifted his head to stare at the three children before him and finally came to a decision. "Alright.”

He had besn in emotional turmoil for the past week.

On the one hand, he wanted to explain everything to Luna, but he knew that after their last encounter, Luna would not

belizve him anymore.

On the other hand, he was afraid that he would say something wrong and worsen their situation.

Alas...

Since they had run out of time, he was willing to do all it took to send Joshua back to Luna's side with the children.

As soon as he thought of this, Jude took out his phone and requested for a private plane track at the airport while calling

an ambulance to send Joshua to the airport.

Initially, he had not wanted the children to go with him at all.

First, he was worried that the children would not be able to stomach the long journey.

Secondly, Merchant City was a dangerous place, and he was afraid that he would not be able to guarantee their safety if he

took them with him.

Howewver, the children insisted, and he eventually gave in.

The four of them boarded the plane as fast as they could.

While the plane was heading toward Merchant City, Mellie clutched Joshua's finger in her tiny palm and said, "Daddy, didn't

you promise that you will never let go of Mommy?

“If you don't wake up soon, Mommy is going to leave you.

"Please wake up, okay?"

It was unsure whether loshua had heard MNellie's pleas, or maybe it was because he had recovered. Either way, Joshua's

finger suddenly twitched while Mellie sobbed next to him.
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