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Jackson nodded in understanding. “It’s all right. I will go my way and update
you when I have any clues.”

He understood that Shane would not trust him again after his previous
betrayal.

Shane gazed at him for quite a while, then turned around and left without
uttering any words.

Jackson took a deep breath and put on his glasses. After that, he bowed
earnestly in Shane’s direction and made his way to the resource room with a
determined look.

I bet Shane must have assigned his men to trace Jacqueline and Sean’s
whereabouts. Well, I have my way too. I’m going to make use of the records in
the DNA storage.

Regardless of how a person’s appearance had transformed, the gene and
blood type would never change. On top of that, biometric fingerprint systems
and iris recognition were widely implemented in this advanced era. Thus, he
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presumed that he might be able to trace Jacqueline’s current location based
on her fingerprint in the DNA storage. As long as she had used any iris
recognition or biometric fingerprint system elsewhere, her whereabouts would
be traceable.

Meanwhile, Natalie, Lina, and Sally had gone to the competition hall for the
semi-finals.

This current round was deemed the eliminatory round before the final round
between the champion and the second place. At the end of this round, one of
the groups would be eliminated and announced as the winner of third place.

“Nat, which group do you think will be eliminated this round as the third
place?” Lina whispered as she glanced at the other two groups.

Natalie shook her head. “How would I know? We won’t be able to predict the
result until the end. No matter what, let’s just try our best.”

“You’re right. But I wonder if you feel the same too. Perhaps because we’re the
last three groups, it seems that we’re not as nervous as we were earlier,” Lina
said. Natalie smiled. “It’s because all of us are equally matched. In other
words, none of us has the confidence to defeat the others and become the
final winner. So what’s the point of getting nervous? Besides, our performance
might be affected if we can’t cool our heads off. Most importantly, we’re
already basking in the limelight as one of the top three in this international
competition. It doesn’t really matter even if we’re not the champion.”

Lina nodded. “That’s true.”
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“Of course, it’d be nice if we won. But even if we didn’t, there’s no doubt that
you’re one of the top three young designers in the world!”

Lina chuckled. “Yeah, that’s why I can barely feel the hostility from everyone.
It’s as though we’re back to the first round of the competition.”

Natalie patted her on the shoulder. “Let’s just do our best.”

Lina nodded again, feeling motivated.

After that, both of them listened attentively as the host explained the theme
for the next round.

It was not a fixed theme this round. Designers were requested to design their
dresses and jewelry by incorporating the traditional elements of their own
countries’ dresses and jewelry.

Undeniably, every country had its unique elements for its traditional costume
and jewelry. Thus, it was not solely on how the organizer would assess the
designed gowns and jewelry precisely with utter fairness. After all, it was just
wishful thinking to have absolute justice in everything in the world. Instead of
wasting time brooding over it, Natalie would rather spend time figuring out
how to incorporate the uniqueness of their nation’s elements on their next
designs.

The three groups of designers started to discuss among themselves.

All the designers were from three different countries. And coincidentally,
designers of the same country had joined the same group.
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If the group consisted of designers from different countries, it might be
challenging for them to work well with each other on that. Since every country
had unique traditional elements, both designers would have different ideas,
and they might end up designing dresses and jewelry which could not match
each other’s styles. Subsequently, they would have to be eliminated from the
competition and that explained why the organizer had set such a challenging
theme.

Lina scratched her head in bafflement. “Nat, do you have any idea about the
so-called element of our country’s traditional jewelry? I grew up overseas and
I’m used to designing modern jewelry, mainly with various types of diamonds.
I bet diamonds are not considered as one of the elements of our country’s
traditional jewelry.”

“We have crystals which are of similar transparency as diamonds.
Nevertheless, I don’t think it’s a good idea for you to use crystals. I fear that it
might lead you into thinking of diamonds and that you would end up sketching
a piece of modern jewelry unknowingly.”
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Lina nodded again. “You’re right. Can you give me a suggestion?”

“The so-called traditional is actually retro. You will be surprised to know that
there is a wide variety of traditional elements for jewelry in the ancient days of
our country. For instance, pure gold jewelry, jade, pearl, and the integration of
flowers and feathers.”

Lina’s smile froze at once. “My goodness! It never crossed my mind that there
is such a long list! Oh, my! What should I use then?”

After pondering for a while, Natalie responded, “It depends on the style of my
gown then. For the traditional costume of our country, one of the most
common elements should be embroidery. However, we have to bear in mind
that we are designing a premium, lavish gown. It will turn out low-class if we
use a piece produced by the embroidery machine instead. Too bad, the time is
insufficient for us to obtain a handmade piece of embroidery for the gown. We
have to really think it through.”

Hearing that, Lina said nothing as she fell into deep thought.

CLICK HERE TO JOIN OUR TELEGRAM CHANNEL FOR FAST UPDATES
https://t.me/NovelsFuns

https://myfinder.live/
https://t.me/NovelsFuns


Read full novel here https://myfinder.live/

Not only them, but the designers from the other two groups were discussing
among themselves as well.

Then minutes later, the host announced that they could leave.

Natalie took her bag and walked out of the conference room with Lina.

“Natalie!” someone called out to her the moment she stepped out.

She stopped and turned, only to see that it was Jayson, the designer who had
caused her to trip over previously.

Natalie stared at him and asked coldly, “How can I help you?”

Jayson was not the slightest bit displeased by her grimness. He bowed at her
and apologized sincerely, “I’m sorry!”

Natalie was flabbergasted.

Lina’s eyes widened in disbelief. “Nat, am I hearing things? He’s apologizing to
you!”

Natalie nodded at her, implying that she was aware of it. She cleared her
throat and asked, “Why are you apologizing to me?”

Jayson stood straight and replied guiltily, “It was me. I did that on purpose. I
shouldn’t have caused you to trip over that day.”
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Natalie raised her brows, astounded by his words. So he’s admitting that he
did it on purpose!

Folding both her arms across her chest, Natalie glared at him. “No doubt, I
know you did that intentionally, but I could not find any evidence. That’s why I
haven’t taken any action against you. You can actually continue to keep mum
about it, no? After all, there’s nothing I can do without any evidence. I’m
curious though. Why are you willing to admit it all of a sudden and even
apologize to me now?”

Jayson lowered his head and replied sheepishly, “I guess it’s because of what
happened to Julian and the others. I’m scared stiff. Even though I’m convinced
that you can’t do anything to me without any evidence, I can’t say for sure that
you won’t seek me out for payback right after the competition.”

“So you’re apologizing to me now because you’re afraid that I will settle the
score with you after the competition and you want me to let you off?” Natalie
narrowed her eyes.

Jayson nodded in embarrassment. “Precisely.”

Lina rolled her eyes and scoffed, “What a coward! I almost thought you were
really sincere and guilty of what you’ve done. Guess I looked too highly of you.”

Jayson’s face flushed red at her words, but it was not visible due to his dark
complexion.

“Natalie, will you forgive me?” Jayson felt a prickle of anxiousness when
Natalie remained in silence.
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Natalie gave him a glacial look. “Why should I forgive you? If Tina had not
pulled me at the eleventh hour, do you know what would have happened to my
baby and me?”

Jayson gulped and was rendered speechless. He never intended to harm her
baby. He was merely thinking of the possibility that she might withdraw
herself from the competition after sustaining a minor injury. He had totally
overlooked that she was pregnant!

In fact, after the incident, he had been living in remorse. He regretted being so
impulsive.

Natalie gazed at him; her tone was icy-cold as she said, “Be frank with me.
Who instructed you to do that to me? Was it a man or a woman?”

Thunderstruck by her question, Jayson replied hastily, “A man.”

“What kind of man? Do you recall how he looked?” Natalie questioned.

Jayson nodded in an instant. “He resembles your husband, and he wears
glasses.”

“I knew it!” Natalie clenched her fists. “How did he instruct you to deal with
me?”
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