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Jim could not believe his ears.

"Are you..Joshua Lynch?” he asked dubiously.

"Yes, it's me.” Joshua curled his lips into a
smirk and said, "I guess after a year of
spending time together, you've grown to
recoghize my voice quite well.”

Jim rolled his eyes and asked, frowning, as he
flung open the car door and got into the car,”
Why is Luna with you?”

Had she not qgone to conduct a business
meeting with Mr. Hanson?

"How dare you even ask me that?” Joshua
curled his lips into a sneer. "After announcing
her return to Landry Group, I thought you'd
assign her some other task to increase morale
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within the company, but it turns out you sent
her to attend an orgy with Mr. Hanson and his
friends.”

Joshua then added condescendingly, "If it
weren't for me, she would've woken up in Mr.
Hanson's bed by now! What kind of brother are

you?”

Joshua's scolding made Jim furrow his brows in
confusion. "What on earth are you talking
about?”

When did he send Luna to attend an orgy?

Luna had requested him to assign her a
challenging task that would assert Landry
Group's dominance as well as increase morale
within the employees, so he had sent her on a
mission to conduct a business meeting with Mr.
Hanson.




That evening, before getting off work, he had
even asked her if she had any idea how to
accomplish this.

At that time, Luna had told her that Mr.
Hanson was hosting a dinner party that night,
and she wanted to attend it.

When Jim heard this, he did not overthink it
at all and instead agreed with her, thinking
that it would be good for her to attend social
gatherings like this to work on her social skills.

Little did he know that the party she would be
attending was an...

"Who else would've sent her on this mission if
not you?” Joshua scoffed. "Don’t try to evade
your responsibility in this.

"Not many people know about this party of Mr.
Hanson's tonight, and according to Luna's
connections here in Merchant City, she couldn't
have possibly found out about this herself.




"However, not only did she discover this, but
she even attended it herself.

"Who else could've possibly been able to obtain
this news, told Luna about it, and made her
willing attend it?”

Jim was utterly perplexed by this. "I'm telling
you. I wasn't the one who sent her!

"Joshua Lynch, even if the entire Landry
family were to go bankrupt, I still wouldn't
send my sister to attend an orgy!

"I know you love Luna, but I love her more
than you do!”

With that, he let out an exhale and said, "You
bring her to Lincoln City right now, and I'll let
her tell you herself when she wakes up
tomorrow!”

With that, Jim hung up the phone, frustrated.

What a weirdo!




Even though he was a Landry, he was

technically Joshua’s cousin, after all, so how
could he doubt him like this?

After letting out an exhale to calm himself
down, Jim glanced at Charles, who was sitting
in the backseat, clutching a blanket as he
muttered Rosalyn's name over and over.

Jim rubbed his brows in frustration and
ordered, "Driver, let's hit the road.”

"Yes, Sir,” the driver murmured in reply, then
started the car.

Jim tucked away his phone and turned to
glance out the window.

Suddenly, he noticed that a woman dressed
head-to-toe in black was standing next to one
of the hospital entrance’s pillars.

Her lean and skinny frame looked extremely
frail and lonely underneath the light.




Jim could not help frowning when he saw this.

He could not help feeling that this woman
looked eerily like... Charlotte.

As soon as he remembered the woman that had
left Merchant City a long time ago, Jim closed
his eyes and let out a self-deprecating
chuckle.

How could she be back?

After what happened in the past, he had told
her he never wanted to see her again, and
Charlotte, too, had sworn she would never
return to Merchant City.

As soon as he thought of this, Jim glanced in
the direction of the pillar once more. There
was _no one there.
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Jim closed his eyes and laughed at himself for
being too paranoid.




He was even having hallucinations already.

When Joshua and Theo arrived at Dr. Rachel’s
research facility in Lincoln City with Luna, it
was already 5 a.m.

The song that Charles had sung for her was
played on repeat in Rosalyn's room.

As soon as the car arrived at the entrance of
the research facility, Luna's eyes fluttered
open even before the car had stopped, as
though she had a premonition.

She glanced at her surroundings, frowning,
then immediately jerked awake when she laid
eyes on Joshua.

Memories of everything that happened the
night before surged into her mind...

Luna paused, then shifted her body toward the
door, keeping a safe distance between her and
Joshua. "Where are we? Where are we going?”




It was already bright out, so where was
Joshua bringing her so early in the morning?

"We're in Lincoln City,” Theo, who was sitting
in the passenger seat, answered with an
exhale. "Last night, something happened to
your mother, and both your brother and father
have already arrived here from the hospital.

"Dr. Rachel said this incident happened quite
suddenly, so she wanted you to come as well,
but you were unconscious after being drugged,
and we couldn't wake you up no matter how
hard w e tried, so we had no choice but to
hoist you into the car and bring you here.”

He did not forget to give Joshua some credit.
“"If it weren't for Joshua, you wouldn't have
been able to arrive here so quickly.”

Theo's words made Luna's mind falter for a
few seconds.




Finally, after coming to, she bit her lip
nervously and asked, "So is my mother..”

"Just now, Dr. Rachel called to tell us both
your brother and father have already arrived,
and as soon as your father showed up, your
mother’s condition is now stable.”

As he said this, the car screeched to a halt at
the door to the research facility.

Luna immediately flung the door open and
stormed into the building.

However, because she had been asleep for too
long, she had lost some strength in her legs.
Just after a few steps, she lost her balance
and almost fell to the ground.

A pair of hands reached out to grab hold of
her just in time.

Luna did not need to turn around to see who it
was. She could tell by the warmth of his hands




and the faint scent wafting off his body that
it was Joshua.

After stabling herself, she lurched forward
once more toward the building. "Thank you."”

However, she had just taken one step when
she lost her balance once more.

"Stop overestimating yourself,” said Joshua
with a sigh as he lifted her into his arms and
strode toward the research facility.

Luna bit her lip, but knowing that she could not
possibly make it into the building on her own
faster than being carried in Joshua's arms, she
settled down and did not struggle anymore.

She laid in his arms quietly, feeling the
warmth of his body and the thumping of his
heart in his chest.

Initially, she had been worried about Rosalyn’s
condition, but for some reason, even her own
racing heart started to calm down.




Joshua always had a way to calm her down, no
matter what happened.

"Thank you,” she could not help uttering as she
laid in his arms.

If this were the past, she would not thank him
for this, since it was natural of him to want to
carry her, but at this moment...

"I don't need you to thank me.” Joshua
followed the research assistants’ instructions
and strode toward Rosalyn’s room. "If you
really want to thank me, you should come with
me_back to Banyan City."

Luna closed her eyes and said in a strained
voice, "That's impossible.. We're mortal
enemies, and on top of that,”

Before she could finish her sentence, Joshua
interrupted her, "Well, would you be willing to
return home with me if we weren't mortal
enemies?”
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Luna felt a little dazed when she heard
Joshua's low voice.

Would she be willing to return to Banyan City
with him if they were not mortal enemies?

She did not know the answer.

Even if they were not enemies, she knew that
she was not the most important thing to him.

This was the man who was willing to help
Hunter Quinn to keep her in jail over his
vengeance toward her family.

Was a man like this even capable of loving her
fully, even if they were not enemies?

Luna was not sure of the answer.

Even though she had known for a long time
that she was the most important woman to him
even more so than Aura, Alice, and even




Fiona-she still knew that to him, love was not
the most important thing in his life.

Joshua treasured his family and himself more
than any woman.

Luna’s silence was already an answer.

Joshua curled his lips into a bitter smile and
could not help recalling what Theo had told him
the night before.

"In the past, you were so important to Luna
that she was unwilling to sleep with anyone else
apart from you."”

At one point, he had meant so much to Luna
that she would not betray him, no matter
what, but at present, in a twist of fate, she
hesitated to even return home with him, even
when he begged.

What did he do to her that rendered her so
disappointed in him?




Soon, he arrived at Rosalyn’s room, and he
gently set Luna down on the ground.

Luna had managed to recover her strength on
their way here, so as soon as her feet touched
the ground, she immediately stormed into the
room.

The sight before her made her feel like
crying.

Rosalyn was lying on the bed with tubes and
medical equipment attached to her. Both her
breathing and heart rate were terrifyingly
weak.

Next to her, a psychotic Charles was holding
her hand, chanting over and over, "Rosalyn,
I've loved you for a long time, but because I
had made a promise to Lucy in the past that
I'd never fall for another woman, I didn't want
to tell you that so that she wouldn't be
disappointed in m




"Rosalyn, can you wake up and hug me? Every
day, I dream of you waking up and feeling your
arms _around me.

"I'm sorry, Rosalyn, I really am..

"If you wake up right now, I'll bring you to
wherever you want, and I'll gladly be your lab
rat i n your experiments. I'll do anything you
want with you, okay?”

He repeated these few sentences over and
over again, sometimes laughing and sometimes
crying, but all the while holding Rosalyn’s hand
without letting go.

Jim gently reached out to pull Luna into his
arms. "I asked Dr. Rachel just now, and she
told m e that in Father's current state, he
couldn't have fabricated all this right on the

fly.




“"Therefore, these are all the words he had
been wanting to say for a long time but didn't
dare to.

"Ever since he went crazy, he had lost all
memory of the things that happened in the
past, apart from his deepest, most intimate
desires, which is why he keeps repeating these
words over and over.”

Luna could not stop her tears from falling when
she heard this.

Mother's efforts and sacrifices had paid off,
after all.

The person Luna pitied the most ever since she
returned to the Landry family was her mother,
Rosalyn.

Rosalyn had led a tragic life since she was
young. She had sacrificed a lot for her family,
including Charles, Jim, and Heather.




However, neither of her two children were
hers biologically, and the heart of the man she
loved belonged to a woman who had died more
than 20 years ago.

Luna could not help feeling reassured at this
sight.

It turned out that Mother's sacrifices had
been worth it after all.

She stared at Rosalyn's face tearfully and
prayed that Rosalyn would be able to wake up
soon.

The man she had been waiting for more than
20 years had finally declared his love for her,
so she had to get better soon...

Jim let out a sigh as though he could
understand exactly what Luna was thinking of
and squeezed Luna’s shoulder tightly.
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"Mother will wake up soon.”

Even though Rosalyn was not his birth mother,
the amount of love and affection she had
shown toward him was not less than that of a
birth mother.

Not only that, but she had treated him even
better than how she treated Heather, whom
she had always thought was her biological
daughter until they finally found Luna.

When he saw Charles finally admitting his love
toward Rosalyn, Jim felt a weight lift off his
shoulders.

He guessed that if Lucy, his birth mother and
Charles’ first love in his lifetime, were to see
this, she would probably be happy too.

Luna and Jim remained in the room as they
watched their parents for more than half an
hour.




They finally left when Theo knocked on the
door, telling them that Dr. Rachel wanted to
speak to them.

"Your mother's condition is a little more
complex than before.” As soon as Jim and Luna
entered the room, Dr. Rachel exhaled and
started explaining the situation to them.”
Previously, her will to survive has been
extremely strong, and according to my
estimation, she would've been able to wake up
within a week.

"However, what happened last night damaged

her will to survive so much that she almost lost
her life.

"Thankfully, your father's appearance finally
stabilized her condition, but that's only that.
As for when she will wake up...”

Dr. Rachel let out an exhale and stared at the
two of them. "It'll take a little while longer.




"On top of that, I suggest you let your father
stay here to receive treatment for his illness.

"On one hand, I have some friends who
specialize in psychiatry, and they can help look
after him, but on the other hand..”

Dr. Rachel let out a deep sigh. "I'm worried
that if something like this were to happen
again, your father won't be able to make it
here in time all the way from Merchant City."

Luna and Jim exchanged glances when they
heard this. A split second later, they both
nodded unanimously.

Leaving Charles here would be beneficial to
both him and Rosalyn.

Charles had stopped shouting and wailing for
Rosalyn as soon as he arrived here, maybe
because even in his psychotic state, he still
knew that he had to take care of Rosalyn’s
feelings




and therefore stopped making any loud noises
that would scare her.

"Can I know what happened last night that
made my mother’s condition deteriorate so
quickly?” Jim asked with a frown.

The color drained from Dr. Rachel’'s face when
she heard this. She let out an exhale and
showed them the surveillance footage from the
night before. "This man's name is Quentin, and
he claims to be Mrs. Landry's brother from
Merchant City, and he wanted to see her last

night.

“Initially, I had rejected his request, but he
was capable of describing some physical
features o f Mrs. Landry's that no ordinary
people would know and was even familiar with
her familial situation.”

Dr. Rachel rubbed her temples in frustration
and continued, "I had wanted to contact Luna
about this, but I knew that she couldn’t




answer me after being drugged. On top of
that, this man seemed sincere, and he even
offered to let my assistants search him for
dangerous weapons..so I agreed to let him visit
her.

"Also, I had been watching the entire process
through the surveillance camera while he was
inside the room with Mrs. Landry, and her
condition deteriorated immediately after he

left.”

Dr. Rachel closed her eyes. "It's all my fault.
If any of you are displeased with this, feel
free to reprimand me; I know I deserve this.

’”

After being a doctor for so long, she still
could not stop herself from empathizing with
other people and would still get tricked by
people because of this.

This was the reason why she refused to work
in a hospital and would rather set up her own
research facility.




Luna and Jim exchanged glances.

Neither of them wanted to blame Dr. Rachel
for this incident.

Jim eyed the man in the surveillance footage
carefully, but he could not recall any siblings
of Rosalyn’s, no matter how hard he tried.

Even after checking the web, he still could not
find out who this man named Quentin was.

Just as Luna and Jim were puzzling over this,
Joshua strode into the room, holding his
phone.” I know who he is.”
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Both Luna and Jim lifted their heads at the
same time upon hearing Joshua’s remark.

They stared at him with questioning looks. "Do
you know who he is?”




"Yes.” Joshua smiled and pressed the ‘play’
button on the video displayed on his phone.

It was a video of Granny Quinn from the same
morning when she had announced the identity
of the future heir to the Quinn family.

Inside the video, Granny Quinn had described
the dilemma the Quinn family was facing at
the moment without any hesitation.

Malcolm, the eldest son of the Quinn family,
had chosen to leave the family and live with
Heather on their own.

Hunter, on the other hand, was arrested for
certain reasons and would likely not be able to
get out of jail anytime soon.

Therefore, none of them would be able to take
over as the new heir to the Quinn family.

Because of this, 6ranny Quinn had announced a
new addition to the family named Quentin
Simms, her godson.




Inside the video, Granny Quinn was beaming
from ear to ear as she grasped Quentin’s hand
i_n delight. "Quentin has just returned to
Merchant City not long ago, so I won't pass
over the company to him immediately. Instead,
he'll be helping me run the company, and in a
few months, after he's become more familiar
with the ins and outs of the company, I'll let
him take over Quinn Group officially!”

Joshua placed his phone next to the computer
screen.

The man in the video was the exact same as
the one caught on the surveillance camera.

Jim furrowed his brows.

Unlike Joshua and Luna, he had grown up in
Merchant City, so he was much more familiar
with the Quinn family than them.




Despite this, he had never known that Granny
Quinn_had ever had a godson, nor did he know
how this man was related to Rosalyn.

What did he say to Rosalyn the night before
that destroyed her will to survive
instantaneously?

No matter how hard Jim tried, he could not
think of the answer.

Finally, Joshua reminded him, "Would
Christopher have any idea?”

Jim smacked his forehead in sudden
realization. "Maybe he will.”

After all, even though they had grown up
together, Christopher was still a few years
older than Jim. On top of that, he was the
son of Rosalyn’s classmate and friend, and
because of this he might have some
information about Rosalyn’s life before she got
married to Charles.




As soon as he thought of this, Jim took out
his phone to call Christopher.

The phone rang for a long time before it was
finally picked up.

To his surprise, the person who picked up the
phone was not Christopher, but instead, a
woman who sounded exhausted.

She yawned and asked, "Hello, who is this?”

This voice...

Jim's entire body stiffened when he heard
this.

"Well, if you're not going to tell me who you
are, I'm going to hang up right now,” the
woman said, her response slurred as she let
out another yawn.

"Don’t.” Jim let out an exhale and said in a
strained voice, "What is Christopher’s phone
doing in your hands?”




Jim could tell from the first syllable that this
voice belonged to Bonnie.

It was 6 a.m., and from the way Bonnie's voice
sounded, it was clear the phone call had
awoken her.

On top of that, Christopher would never let his
phone out of sight, so this meant that..

Jim could not help having a bad feeling about
this. He narrowed his eyes and said coldly,”
Where's Christopher?”

Bonnie climbed up from her sofa and caught
sight of Christopher, who was lying on the
other end.

She had just woken up, so naturally, she did
not overthink her reply before answering
dazedly, "He's sleeping. give me a second.”

With that, she got up, shuffled over to
Christopher's side, and nudged him awake. "Get
up. someone’s looking for you."”




Christopher, who was nudged awake by Bonnie,
was dazed as he took the phone from Bonnie,
saying, "Jim? What's wrong?”

Chapter 1742

othing.” Jim's expression was so cold it was
as though he would kill someone at any
moment. “"I'm sorry for disturbing the two of
you. go back to bed!”

With that, he slammed the phone down.

Luna furrowed her brows, and just as she was
about to ask him what had happened, Jim
stood up and said, "I'm going out for a walk.”

With that, he left the room, slamming the
door behind him.

Luna glanced at the door with a blank look, her
mind full of questions,

Was he not about to ask Christopher if he
knew anything about Quentin? Why did he...




"He's upset about something.” As a fellow man,
Joshua could tell what had happened just by
Jim's attitude and body language. He furrowed
his brows and said, "Why don’t you ask Bonnie
who she was with last night?”

Luna froze for a moment, then came to a
realization. "So Bonnie was the one who picked
up the phone just now?”

The fact that Christopher's phone was with
Bonnie so early in the morning meant that they
had spent the night together.

Luna rubbed her brows in frustration.

Just a few days ago, Charlotte had
materialized out of nowhere, claiming to be
Jim's first qgirlfriend, and all of a sudden, Jim
had discovered that Bonnie was involved with
Christopher.

Luna bit her lip.



Could it be that..Jim and Bonnie were not
meant to be after all?

"Let's not dwell on that anymore.” Joshua let
out an exhale and glanced impassively at Luna.’
Who was the one that told you to attend Mr.
Hanson's party last night?

’

"I sent my men to interrogate Harold about
this, and he said that someone bribed him
under your name, requesting him to let you
attend the party.

"He had told the person who bribed him very
clearly that the party was supposed to be an
orgy, but the person had said it wasn't a
problem at all and that you were willing to
attend.”

With that, he fixated his penetrating stare on
Luna’s face and added, "I want to know were
you the one who volunteered to attend this
party, or did Jim put you up to this.”




Luna widened her eyes in shock upon hearing
this. She could not believe her ears. "The
person who bribed Harold..knew what kind of
party it was?”

Why was she unaware of this?

According to the information she had found the
day before, Mr. Hanson's party was supposed
to be a small gathering among friends, where
they would dine and drink some wine, and they
were_invited to bring plus-ones along.

Because of this. Luna had thought this was
just a simple dinner party. If she had known
what kind of party it truly was, she would not
have gone at all!

As soon as she thought of this, she felt a chill
go down her spine.

Charlotte was the one who had planned all this.




She was the one who had given her the
information about the party and the one who
had contacted Harold on her behalf.

The night before, when she had called out for
help, Charlotte had lost contact with her.

If Joshua had not arrived just in time...

Luna would have woken up in the bed of a man
more than twice her age!

Luna bit her lip and wrung her hands nervously.

Finally, she decided she would find Charlotte
and ask her about this.

Was all of this planned?

Also, why had no one come to save her when
she cried for help, even though they had
planted all those people outside the restaurant
for situations like this? Even if the
communication device had somehow
malfunctioned, that could not explain why n o




one had attempted to contact her after she
had gone missing for an entire night.

With her mind full of doubts, Luna left the
room and went to the end of the hallway,
where she dialed Charlotte’'s number.

Soon, Charlotte picked up

Luna let out an exhale. “Hello, Charlotte.”

“"Luna! You finally got in touch with me!”
greeted Charlotte excitedly as soon as Luna
uttered these few syllables. "Where are
you? Are you okay?

"Let me tell you some fantastic news! Mr.
Hanson has agreed to work with us! "We're
going to sign the contract this afternoon, and
it's all thanks to you, Luna!”
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Luna swallowed the words she had been wanting
to say when she heard this.




She gripped her phone in shock and asked,
"How is_this possible?”

Even though she had been intoxicated the night
before, she still remembered she had offended
Mr. Hanson.

On top of that, she was the uninvited guest at
his party, whereas Joshua was the VIP, SO
according to this, he would have been more
willing to conduct his business with Joshua.

All of sudden, Charlotte was saying that..not
only had Mr. Hanson agreed to do business
with them, but they were even signing the
contract that afternoon?

Luna bit her lip and gripped her phone tightly.
“"How could Mr. Hanson have..agreed to this?”

“"Of course, it wasn't for no reason.” Charlotte
let out a chuckle and said, "I worked on this
for the entire night, you know. I'll tell you




about the specifics after you finish signing the
contract.

"The point is, you were the one that made this
happen, and after signing the contract, the
employees of Landry Group will respect you
even more.”

Luna let out a sigh of relief. "That's great!”

This was the best news she had heard over
the last few days. 1

By closing this deal, not only would she be able
to win the trust of her employees, but it would
even improve morale and make them believe
that both she and Jim would be able to lead
Landry Group through this temporary hurdle.

After calming down, Luna let out an exhale and
asked the guestion she had been wanting to
ask, "Charlotte, I want to know why, even
though I had asked for help yesterday, neither
you nor the bodyguards came in to save me?”




She was very concerned about this.

Fortunately, Joshua had been there the night
before, but what if something like this
happened again in the future?

Would she have to pray that Joshua would
materialize out of nowhere each time?

Not only that, but she was not sure if Joshua
would still be willing to help her in the future
after they started running into each other as
business competitors more and more often.

Charlotte fell silent when she heard this.

A split second later, she sniffed and replied,
"Luna, as for this...”

“Luna!” Before she could finish her sentence, a
familiar voice ranqg out from behind Luna.

Charlotte immediately recognized it as Jim's.




She quickly changed the subject and said, "Are
you with Jim right now? If so, now is not the
time to talk. I can't let Jim find out that I
have returned to Merchant City, 1

"Since _you're going to sign that contract with
Mi. Hanson in the afternoon, why don't I
explain this to you after the ceremony is over?
How does that sound?”

Charlotte was making a lot of sense, but not
only that, Jim had already arrived at her side.

Therefore, Luna had no choice but to mutter a
reply and hang up the phone as soon as
possible.

"Who are you talking to?” Jim asked, frowning
when he saw Luna tucking her phone away
swiftly as soon as he arrived by her side.

A glimmer of nervousness flashed through
Luna’s eyes.




A split second later, she smiled and grabbed
hold of Jim's arm. “Are you feeling better
now?”

She did not forget that Jim had stormed off
because he had found out about Bonnie and
Christopher's involvement.

Jim muttered affirmatively and said,
"Christopher called me back just now and
explained everything. Last night, June and
Harvey had spent the night at Bonnie's
together, and coincidentally, Shelly was running
a high fever. Because of this, June had called
Christopher over to help look after Shelly.

"It turns out that nothing was going on
between Christopher and Bonnie at all.”

With that, he glanced at Luna with a
meaningful look and added, "It turns out that
the old wives' tale is correct. women should try
to keep their mood stable during pregnancy.




Otherwise, the child will fall sick easily after
they're born.

"Thankfully, though, according to Christopher.,

the child will become stronger after it
turns one, and they won't fall sick so easily
anymore. ”

Luna furrowed her brows when she heard the
mention of Shelly’s name.

This reminded her that..she still had no idea
who Shelly's birth mother was.

Therefore, she shot Jim a surreptitious look
and asked, "Did Shelly’s mother..get upset a
lot while she was pregnant with her?”
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“Yes, she did.” Jim shot Luna another
meaningful look. “"She’'s been through a lot in
her life, and I pity her for that.”




Luna’s heart lurched when she heard the
endearing tone in Jim's voice.

It seemed that Jim truly loved Shelly's
mother.

Both Charles and Rosalyn had told her that
Jim was a simple-minded and loyal man when it
came_to relationships, but Luna disagreed.

Charlotte, Harvey's birth mother, Shelly's
birth mother, and finally Bonnie...

She had already known of four women Jim had
been involved with, so how could anyone say he
was loyal in his relationships?

Luna bit her lip and asked in a low voice, "Do
you like Bonnie or Shelly’'s mother more?”

Jim chuckled. "Of course I like...”

Before he could finish his sentence, he stopped
in_his tracks and turned to glance at Luna.




The expression on her face made his heart
leap into his throat.

He suddenly realized that Luna seemed to have
misunderstood, but he could not possibly tell
her the truth for the time being, so he let out
an awkward laugh. "Um...”

Jim let out a cough and tried to change the
subject. "I just heard from the company that
Mr. Hanson has agreed to do business with
us.” 3

With that, he turned to glance at Luna. "But
according to what Joshua told me, you had
offended Mr. Hanson last night.

"What happened last night? Why would you
attend a party like that, and how did you get
drugged? Who was the one who sent you on
such a dangerous mission?”

Jim's questions came so quickly that Luna did
not know how to answer them.




Luna pursed her lips and had no choice but to
bear the responsibility. "I was the one who
planned this myself..”

Jim did not believe her at all. "You planned
this yourself?

“"You were the one who bribed Harold? You
were the one who wanted to attend an
orgy, for God knows why?

"You were the one who volunteered to drink
the wine, knowing it was spiked?”

Luna’s expression darkened.

Joshua had asked her all this just a few
minutes ago, and she had no idea of all this at
all.

However...

In order not to expose Charlotte’s involvement,
she _had no choice but to grit her teeth and
admit it. "Yes, it was all part of my plan.”




"Your eyes have betrayed you."”

Even though Jim had just gotten to know Luna
for less than a year, he could still tell she was

lying.

Luna always thought she was a good liar, but
every time she lied to him, he would be able to
see right through her.

"Someone else had planned this for you:.
someone is helping you with all this.” He
narrowed his eyes. "Who is it?”

Luna took a step back, and just as she was
about to say something in reply, Theo sprinted
over to their side.

He stopped in front of Luna, panting, and said,
"Who were you calling just now? Do you know
you missed Gwen's call for help?”

Luna felt as though something had exploded in
her brain.




Gwen's call for help?

"What's wrong with Gwen?”

Theo patted his chest and said worriedly,
“Luke has imprisoned her.

"Luke..spent the entire night with her..and
now, she's bleeding nonstop, but the guards
looking after her said that without Luke's
orders, they can't release her..”
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Luna’s entire body froze when she heard this,

as though she had been struck by lightning.

How could this...

Seeing that Luna was a little dubious, Theo
quickly played the recording of the phone call
with Gwen

"Please help me!” Gwen's weak voice rang out
from the other end of the line as soon as he




pressed play. "Theo, please save me... I think I
might die soon...

"Luke knew that I wasn't feeling well
yesterday, and even after seeing me bleed, he
didn’t stop at all and instead left after tossing
me _two anti-bleeding tablets...

"I have no way of communicating with the
outside world. I only managed to call you after
the chef took pity on me and lent me her
phone for a few minutes...

"I'm qoing to die soon.. The quards said that
without Luke’s orders, they weren't allowed to
release me, even if I'm about to die soon, and
now they can't get in touch with him at all.”

Suddenly, a man's voice rang out, "Ms. Larson,
you're not allowed to communicate with the
outside world. Hand me the phone right now!”

With that, the recording stopped.




Luna widened her eyes in shock, unable to
believe how much Gwen had risked to call her
for help

She bit her lip and glanced at Jim nervously.
"Jim, I want to go back to Merchant City!”

Jim appeared far calmer as compared to Luna
and Theo. He narrowed his eyes and said, "It
takes four hours from Lincoln City to Merchant
City. If your friend is really bleeding
profusely, she’ll be dead by the time you
arrive there in four hours.

"On top of that, she didn't even tell you where
she was being imprisoned, so how are we
supposed to find her?

"Besides, even if we could somehow find her,
how do you think we can rescue her? Do you
know who Luke is? He's the most powerful gang
leader in Merchant City now, and everyone has
to listen to him.




"If someone like this were to imprison a woman
against her will, do you think the two of you

o I even a severely weakened and restrained
Landry family can save her?

"Even if we could save her, she'd be dead by
the time we got there.”

Both Luna and Theo were shocked to hear this.

No matter how unwilling they were to believe
this. Jim was in fact telling the truth

Luna was so worried that she felt as though
she would cry at any moment.

Was she going to have to watch Gwen die just
like this?

Theo furrowed his brows. "Well, do you have
any other idea how we can save her. Jim?”

Jim narrowed his eyes and glanced at the man
smoking at the end of the hallway. "The only
way is to ask him for help.”




Luna lifted her head to glance in the direction
he was staring in.

Joshua stood elegantly at the end of the
hallway, towering over them like a tree,
emanating a n aura of arrogance and grace.
She bit her lip, sprinted over without a second
thought, and grabbed hold of Joshua’s arm.”
Please, please help Gwen."”

Everyone knew about Joshua and Luke's
relationship, even their subordinates.

If Joshua had not helped Luke while they were
in Sea City, Luke would never have been able t
o become the gang leader in both Sea City and
Merchant City.

Since no one was able to get in touch with
Luke, his men would still be willing to listen to
Joshua'’s commands, and if he were to order
them to send Gwen to a hospital, she would be
saved




This was the quickest and most efficient way,
far more reliable than what they intended to d
o, which was to travel back to Merchant City
and find Gwen after searching for her hiding

spot.

Joshua lifted his head to glance impassively at
Luna, then took a puff of his cigarette and
blew the smoke in Luna’s face. "Why should
I?Il

Luna felt her blood run cold.

She stared at Joshua's face and, for a split
second, thought she had misheard him.

Joshua was asking him why he should save
Gwen. Why should he help her? Why should he
help her save Gwen?
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Luna bit her lip and, for a split second, did not
know how to answer.




In the past, Joshua was her lover, the father
of her children.

She did not need a reason to ask him for help,
nor did she have to answer to "Why should I.”

Alas, their relationship was no longer the same
as before.

Joshua was the mortal enemy of the Landry
family, and she was the heiress of the Landry

family.

He was the CEO of Lynch Group, and she was
the CEO of Landry Group.

The two of them had become members of
opposing teams. they were rivals.

It was already a miracle that the two of them
did not fight as soon as they laid eyes on each
other, but at this moment, Luna was asking
him to help her.

Why should he?




Why should he help his mortal enemy?

He was a businessman, and he would not do
something unless it brought him benefits.

However, to save Gwen, they had to race
against time.

Luna bit her lip and lifted her head to stare at
Joshua. "Because I slept with you last night.
Is that a good enough reason?”

The _entire hallway fell silent upon hearing this.

Theo and Jim, who were running toward the
two, stopped in their tracks when they heard
this.

Joshua narrowed his eyes and took another
puff of his cigarette, sneering. Then, he blew
the smoke in Luna’s face once more and said,
"Are you using your body as leverage on me,
Luna?”




"Yes.” Luna lifted her head to stare intently
at him.

Her heart was bleeding, but her face was as
calm as a body of still water. "If you were to
get a hooker, Mr. Lynch, you'd have to spend
tens of thousands of dollars.

"Since I'm better than most of the women out
there, it wouldn't be greedy of me to ask for
hundreds of thousands.

"However, I don't want your money, Mr.
Lynch; I just need you to make a phone call to
save someone's life. No matter how you look at
it, this is a business transaction that benefits
you more than me.”

She was taking a tremendous risk for Gwen.

After all, since Joshua had slept with her the
night before, he could not possibly refuse to
admit it.




"Luna.” Joshua sneered and tossed his
cigarette butt on the ground, putting it out
with his foot. He lifted her chin, staring at
her with a gaze as cold as his tone. "You
could've used other things to neqgotiate with
me, but what on earth are you doing now?

"Are you labeling yourself as a mere item?
Does this mean that for every time I slept
with you i n the past, I have to tally them and
pay up as well?”

He was gripping her chin with so much strength
that it was as though he would crack her jaw.

"There's no need for that!” Luna flung his hand
away forcefully. "I don't want to talk about
the past with you. I just want to use what
happened last night to get you to save Gwen!

"Joshua Lynch, if you're a man of your world,
then you'll...”




Before she could finish her sentence, Joshua's
phone rang.

She caught sight of the caller ID on the
screen.

It was Lucas.

Joshua glanced at her coldly, then picked up
the phone and put it on speaker.

Lucas’ anxious voice rang out from the other
end of the line, "Sir, we've already found Ms.
Larson. She's indeed bleeding profusely, but
we're in the ambulance now.

"However, the doctor says that Ms. Larson's
blood type is very rare, and the blood bank in
Merchant City doesn’t have much blood left...

"Now that you're in Lincoln City, can you ask
Dr. Liddell to contact the blood bank there
and ask if they have any more?” Luna’s eyes
widened in shock when she heard this.
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"Alright, I'll ask her now."”

With that, Joshua hung up the phone.

He glanced coldly at the three gobsmacked
people before him as a sneer played on his

lips.

He had already sent Lucas to save Gwen when
he over heard the recording Theo had played
for Luna

Lucas was familiar with all of Luke's hideouts in
Merchant City.

Joshua had only asked Luna for something in
return to mess with her, but he did not expect
that she would use her body as leverage to
negotiate with him.

What did she think of herself?

What kind of person did she think he was?




"L'll go find Dr. Liddell.” Jim was the first one
to snap out of his stupor.

He let out an exhale and scurried away.

Luna stared dazedly at the man standing
before her.

She never thought that Joshua would have...
sent his men to save Gwen even before she
asked him for help

Did this mean that..he had been eavesdropping
on their conversation all this while?

She bit her lip and clenched her fists.

Compared to Joshua's attitude, her behavior
when she used herself as leverage to neqgotiate

with Joshua..was utterly humiliating.

If a hole were to open up in the ground at
that very moment, she would crawl right into
itl




Sensing her embarrassment, Joshua curled his
lips into a smirk and said coolly, "Even though
Gwen isn't my friend, I still know how much
she means to Luke.

I'm just treating this as a favor to Luke; I
wouldn’t have sat by while Gwen died, of
course.”

With that, he glanced impassively at Luna.
"Although I must say, that was a pleasant
surprise, Ms. Luna.

"T didn't think Ms. Luna, the heiress of the
Landry family, would ever use this kind of
thing to negotiate with a man.

"Before this, I was even wondering why Harold
had said you were the one who volunteered to
attend the party last night..but it seems that
you must've planned this all along.




"If I hadn't shown up, would you have used
your body to negotiate with Mr. Hanson, like
how you did with me?”

Luna’s face turned scarlet, then white.

The reason she had said all that was because,
in the heat of the moment, she could not think
o f anything else she could say to get Joshua
to help her.

At that moment, he had embarrassed her.

She bit her lip and clenched her fists. “"Joshua
Lynch, you should know better than anyone
what kind of person I am! I..”

"The truth is, I don't.” Joshua interrupted
Luna coldly, a sneer playing on his lips. "In the
past, I used to know you well, but that's no
longer the case now.”

Luna'’s words caught in her throat.

The air seemed to freeze over.




Theo let out a small cough, finally realizing
that he should not have stayed here. "Um... T'll
go check to see if Dr. Liddell has managed to
contact the blood bank...”

He had just taken two steps when Joshua
stopped him. "Wait.”

He glanced impassively at Theo and said, "I
need you to be a witness.”

Theo froze in his steps. "What...what
witness?” Joshua shot Luna a cold glance. "Did
I sleep with her last night?” Theo fell silent.
He glanced first at Joshua, then at Luna.

He was regretting not leaving the scene
earlier, but since Joshua had called him out,
he had n o choice but to admit the truth,
"Luna, last night..nothing happened between
you and Mr. Lynch at all.”

Luna widened her eyes in shock. She shot Theo
a glance of disbelief.
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"Nothing happened?”

Luna seemed to recall someone at the dinner
party saying that she had to have sex with
someone to counter the drug's effects.

If Joshua had not slept with her, then why
was she awake?

Not only that, but how would Theo know if
anything happened between them at all?

Theo gulped when he saw the confusion in
Luna’s eyes.

After all, this was the woman he used to love,
so it was extremely difficult for him to expose
Luna like this.

After all, Luna had just claimed that she and
Joshua had slept together and was even using
this to negotiate with him, but at this moment,




he had to tell Luna she was wrong right to her
face.

However...

The truth could not be changed.

Theo let out an exhale and explained, "I've
been staying at Joshua's place ever since I
moved

out from your house.

"Because of this, I was there when he brought
you home last night, and I witnessed
everything that happened.”

Luna’s entire body froze when she heard this.
"When you said you were staying with a
friend.. that friend was Joshua?”

No wonder Theo was so interested in her work
and had even asked her how she would get M
1. Hanson to do business with her.




No wonder Joshua had appeared just in time at
the dinner party the night before.

It turned out it was because Theo had been
living with him all this while.

She let out an exhale and said, "You're full of
surprises, Theo.”

If she remembered correctly, Theo and Joshua
used to loathe each other, so since when did
they become such good friends and were even
living together?

Not only that, but he was even helping Joshua
spy on her. Theo could not meet Luna’s gaze,
and he quickly turned away. He let out an
exhale and said, "Last night..nothing happened
between you and Joshua at all. I can attest to
that.”

Even though he had hoped Joshua would sleep
with her so that she would wake up quickly,
Joshua had insisted not to. Therefore, the two




of them had no choice but to bring some ice
packs along as they traveled to Lincoln City to
keep Luna from burning up.

The drug’s effects had finally worn off in the
wee hours of the morning, which was when

Luna had awoken.

Theo let out another exhale and shot Joshua a
meaningful glance. "Well, that's all I have to
say, so I'll be off now.”

With that, he scurried away as though
something was hot on his heels, leaving only
Joshua and Luna standing in the hallway.

All of a sudden, Joshua received a call from
Lucas. "Sir, Dr. Liddell has successfully
contacted the blood bank, and they're on their
way to us now.

"According to the doctor here, the blood we
have on hand is enough to last Ms. Larson for
four hours, so our crisis has been temporarily




averted. However, you still have to
contact Mr.

Jones about this.

"Ms. Gwen kept cursing him even while she was
unconscious...”

Luna bit down on her lip. Seeing that Joshua
was on the phone, she inched herself away
from him, intending to make a break for it.

However, she had just taken two steps when
someone grabbed hold of her wrist.

Joshua murmured in reply as he gripped Luna's
wrist, "Alright. Thanks for notifying me.”

With that, he hung up the phone and stared at
Luna, smiling. "Have you heard what Lucas
said?”

Luna frowned and tried to fling his arm away
from her. "Yes, I heard.” 1




"Well, I've done my due now.” Joshua stared
at her with a penetrating gaze. "So, you owe
me

one.”

Luna frowned. "Alright, I owe you a favor.”

o, not a favor.” Joshua sneered as he lifted
his hand to graze Luna’s rosy lips with his
finger, "Ms. Luna, you said just now that you'd
use one night of pleasure with you in exchange
for saving Gwen.

"Since you're willing to use your body as a
neqgotiation tool, then don’t mind if I do.”

With that, he let go of her, the look in his
eyes as cold as his tone. "You owe me one

night.

"If you ever intend to make such business
transactions aqgain in the future, feel free to
hit me up. If anything, I think it's a
tremendous deal.”




With that, he turned and strode away.

Luna remained motionless, her face as pale as
a ghost.




