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Chapter 1781 Bite the Bullet

Logan suddenly understood at this moment why Nicole personally came over. It
was not to give Luke Youngblood a chance. Nicole came to give Luke an
ultimatum. Nicole's tone was light, warm, and sweet.

“Mr. Youngblood, Stanton Corporation lost the advantage on this project, but
we've done more long-term preparation and have measures to deal with all kinds
o f problems after going online while you don’t. You have nothing but a head
start.

Are you really sure that you can make it to the end? Luke’s face was glum when
he raised his eyes to look at Nicole. He did not have the gentleness he had in the
beginning. “What if | just don’t want to sell to Stanton Corporation?” Nicole
laughed and slowly sighed in relief.

‘Luke’s anxious now!! She slowly picked up the cup of coffee and put it to her
mouth. Just when she was about to take a sip, Logan reminded her with a heavy
cough. Nicole really was careless.

Nicole froze and put the coffee down again. She glanced at Logan, who stared
back at her without a change in expression. Naturally, Luke did not understand
Nicole and Logan’s tacit understanding.

Luke was still thinking about his current passive situation as he waited for
Nicole’s reply. “You don’t want to sell to Stanton Corporation? Mr. Youngblood,
with all due respect, if | didn’t value talent so much, you would’ve already
received a letter from my lawyer.

No matter how much money you spend, you won’t be able to settle this case. |
will sue you until you go bankrupt. | believe that no other investors would invest
in a lawsuit- ridden project. By then, will your company still be worth $200
million?” Perhaps even $20 million might be considered too much then.

O Seeing the sudden change in Luke’s expression, Nicole smiled. Her tone eased
a little. “I could’ve kept this from you and waited until you sold the company to
someone else before suing you.

Then, when the investors suddenly withdraw their capital, your company will
truly be hopeless. The profits brought by this project will be short-lived. By then,
Stanton Corporation can strike again and there won’t be a place for you in the
market.” Nicole was very straightforward.

For this kind of person who had just started a successful business and tasted
some sweetness, the best way was to let him recognize the problems in reality.



DS She had countless ways to make his business Fail silently, but Nicole really
took an interest in his company, which was why she wanted to acquire it.

Of course, if Luke insisted on refusing her, then there was nothing she could do.
Anyway, she had given him an opportunity. Luke’s tone was cold and solemn. He
was suppressing his anger. “Ms. Stanton, are you threatening me?” Nicole
laughed.

“Mr. Youngblood, if you take this as a threat, I'll only think that you're too naive
and that you haven’t seen the ways of the world. A real threat will be to wait for
you to fail, then add insult to injury. Now, I'm just being nicet o give you some
advice.”

She looked at Logan, stood up, and pushed the file in front of her to Luke. “Mr.
Youngblood, think about it. Don’t be swayed by your personal emotions. It's hard
to start a business, and not everyone can become Bill Gates.

When opportunities and challenges coexist, you should know how to pick.” 3
Nicole sighed, turned around, and headed out. Before she reached the door,

Luke's voice suddenly rang out. “51% is too much. | won’t agree to this since |
must have the final say in my company.

Even if it's not for my sake, | can’t let my friends do some much work i n vain. Ms.
Stanton, if you want me to admit defeat, you must at least give me a little
decency, right?” a Nicole's Footsteps paused. She raised her eyebrows. The
moment Luke called out to her, he had already conceded defeat. Luke was a
smart man and knew that he had no better option.
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Chapter 1782 | Choose Her

Nicole turned back to look at Luke and sized him up seriously for a few seconds. a
She smiled. “Fine, since you're so decisive, I'll compromise.

49% is the least I'll take.” a Seeing Luke’s dissatisfied expression, Nicole said in a
calm voice, “Mr. Youngblood, you should know that nowadays, although there
are many entrepreneurial platforms and entrepreneurs, no company that just
emepreneurs, no company wat just emerged has been acquired for $200 million.

I didn’t ask for much, and you want a lot. Don’t you think that your company will

only go further by standing on the shoulders of the Stanton Corporation?” O The
acquisition of Z Technologies was said to be a win-win situation, but it was still a

loss For Stanton Corporation.

Thus, even if Luke was dissatisfied, Nicole could only compromise so much. jooo
She had already offered him whatever she could. If Luke continued to argue,



Nicole might a s well give up the acquisition and go backt o prepare for the
lawsuit.

Luke froze for a moment and nodded his head. a “Okay, but | have to meet with
my partners to discuss it first.” Nicole smiled. “Sure, I'll wait for your answer. You
can contact my assistant directly once you've decided.” After that, she opened
the door and walked out.

The people outside who were in a lively discussion suddenly lost their voices.
Everyone had not had time to return to their seats. They looked at Nicole in
shock. Nicole smiled and nodded, then left with Logan.

n u
!

“OMG! That's really Nicole, my goddess! She just smiled at me!” “Nonsense, she
was smiling at ME!” “She’s so beautiful! She’s even more gorgeous than those
photos online.

Her face is truly flawless...? ) “Yeah! How does she maintain her skin? She looks
as young as a teenage student!” “Goddess Nicole actually came to talk in person!
If I'd known earlier, | would’ve gone in to serve them coffee.

This is such a good opportunity for me to approach The Goddess!” “Don’t be silly!
Didn’t the boss say that our company is going to be acquired and that Stanton
Corporation is also interested in us? If the acquisition is successful, then we’'ll
become Goddess Nicole's people!” “This is awesome! | wonder if she’s really
interested in our small company... ) o After sending Nicole away, Luke sat alone
in his office in silence for a long, long time.

When it was almost time to get off work, Luke’s girlfriend knocked on the door
and asked him what he wanted for dinner. Only then did Luke respond. “Is
everyone still outside?” Luke’s girlfriend shook her head. “We’re all waiting for
you. Was it a success?” Z Luke was silent, and his gaze was gloomy.

2009 O His girlfriend thought that the talk fell through and sighed. “Don’t be
discouraged. Let’s look at other companies. There are plenty of rich people. It's
not like we can’t live without Stanton Corporation, right? Last time, didn’t a
foreigner offer $100 million?” Coo Luke pursed his lips. His voice was low.

O “Set up a meeting with everyone outside.” Luke originally thought that he held
a big advantage and wanted to fight For more benefits for himself and the
company. However, it seemed like it would not work anymore.

No one in the company besides Luke knew how to manage a business. Although
the others had excellent abilities, they were merely technical people. Regarding
the future direction of the company, they did not have any useful opinions.

However, out of respect for his peers, Luke still had to hold a meeting to listen t
o their opinions. It did not take long for Luke’s office to be filled with people.
Everyone was looking at Luke anxiously a s if they could not wait to know about
the news, yet they were worried about failure. Luke let out a bitter laugh.



The company that he had poured his heart and soul into did not look like it could
go very far without Nicole. Then, he should not be too greedy and take what he
could get.
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Chapter 1783 The Biggest Beneficiary

Luke stayed silent. His girlfriend coughed. “Luke, just tell us. Everyone’s mentally
prepared.” Another person spoke up. “Yeah, don’t scare us. Did Goddess Nicole
not like our small company? | thought there was a chance since she came
personally...”

OS O “Sigh... | thought I had the opportunity to approach The Goddess again, but
it turned out to be a failure...” Luke pursed his lips. He mustered up the strength
and smiled. “Since you guys know that the person who came earlier was Nicole
from Stanton Corporation, then I'll tell you the result of today’s meeting.”

Luke paused, and everyone pricked up their ears to listen. “Nicole agreed to
make a one-time payment of $200 million to acquire our company, but she’ll take
49% of the shares. | personally feel that she’ll get too many shares, so | wanted
to discuss it with you guys First.” After he said that, everyone fell silent.

Luke wrinkled his eyebrows. o DOO Everyone looked dumbfounded and did not
react as he expected. Did they agree or disagree? Luke coughed. “If you guys
have an opinion, | can talk to her again.” ) One of his buddies tentatively asked
him.

“$200 million? You're not joking, right?” The other guy also stared at him in
surprise. “Goddess Nicole wants to acquire us for $200 million and only wants
49% of our shares? Did a pie just fall from the sky?!” a Although Luke’s girlfriend
was also excited, when she saw Luke's reaction, she spoke for the opposition.

“49%? Isn’t that a bit high?” Luke looked over and was interrupted by a buddy 3 O
“How is 49% too much? I've asked someone to inquire about our company'’s
market value. Our company is worth $5 million at most. Even if our development i
s smooth and we expand operations, our value will only reach $20 million within
three years.

Don’t even think about hundreds of millions of dollars!” Everyone immediately
looked excited. “OF course, we agree! Boss, this is a once- in-a-lifetime
opportunity! Hurry up and say yes! Don't let them backtrack!” Luke was
speechless.

He could not carry this group of companions no matter how capable he was. At
once, Luke Felt that he was a bit naive before. He lowered and shook his head,
then smiled as he looked at them. 3 “In that case, you all agree?” Everyone
nodded their heads.



Luke said, “Okay. If you guys agree, then I'll contact them about the next steps.
But there are some things that | must say upfront. Stanton Corporation will take
49 % of our shares. The remaining 51% will b e split among us equally.

Once any one of us has a different opinion, then the biggest beneficiary will be
Stanton Corporation.” 1 After that, everyone Ffell silent. Di Finally, they
understood the meaning of Luke’s words. “That is to say, in the future, Stanton
Corporation will be the one calling the shots in our company?” Luke nodded his
head.

“Then... Boss, what are you going to do? What will we do without you as our boss?
We only trust you...” “Yeah, Boss! We followed you, so we believe in you.” Luke
bowed his head and smiled bitterly.

His voice was dull as he said, “Don’t worry, I'm not leaving. I'll also become
another employee who works For Stanton Corporation. In the future, if there are
no accidents, Stanton Corporation will have a special team come over to take
over this place. Or they’ll move us to a better place. The company will only get
better.” Luke just would not have the absolute say anymore. However, the
company would definitely face a lot less difficulties and resistance o n Stanton
Corporation’s platform. Luke could not deny this Fact.
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