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Angela snickered. “It’s almost winter and the snakes are hibernating. Can’t you come up
with a better excuse?”

“You-” Ariel’s face continued to flush as she had never been so embarrassed before. It did
not help that Angela kept making her look bad in front of Richard.

Behind Angela was Richard himself, whose lips were slightly curved up. He did not expect
her to see him as her boyfriend so assuredly.

“Please say something, Captain Lloyd. I don’t want to be misunderstood.” Ariel whined at
Richard, feeling wronged.

Angela turned her head to look at the man behind her. Her eyebrows were furrowed, and the
resentment was evident in her eyes; it seemed like she was blaming him for letting another
woman hug him so easily.

Oh the other hand, Ariel realized that it was not graceful for her to sit on the ground. As
such, she stood up while placing a hand on her waist to look frail.

“Miss Meyers, you need evidence before you make an accusation. You can’t just say what
you want.” Ariel tried to defend herself.

Angela looked directly at Ariel and warned, “I’m only letting you off just this once. Don’t let
me catch you trying to seduce my man again. Otherwise, I won’t let you off the hook.”

“How so? Are you going to beat me up?” Ariel dropped the act and stood tall. She did not
think that Angela was a match for her.

Hearing that, Angela choked for a moment. As she was scrambling her mind for a
comeback, a deep male voice came through. “Ariel, this is a base. You are in no place to be
so presumptuous, so keep yourself in check.”
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Richard stood beside Angela. His tall body and sharp eyes made him look majestic. He was
a fierce beast, but he was also Angela’s trusted support. Angela was also surprised, and she
looked up at him. At this moment, the eyes that looked at her were so tender that they
melted her

heart. It felt great to be protected.

Meanwhile, hatred boiled in Ariel’s heart. She swore to never forget today’s humiliation, for
she had never been so insulted by someone.

“Captain Lloyd, I didn’t mean that literally. I wouldn’t dare fight at all. I can’t even kill a chick.”
Ariel quickly lowered. her voice and explained herself.

Since it was too awkward for her to stay, she turned around and left in a different direction.

As she left, Angela turned around and asked Richard worriedly, “I heard you’re in a bad
mood. What happened?”

Richard blinked his eyes at her question. Did she run all the way here because I was in a bad
mood?

“I’m okay.” He shook his head as he was never one to be emotional.

She knew they were not at that stage where he would share his feelings, but she still felt
dejected nonetheless. “It’s okay if you don’t want to talk about it. I’m here whenever you
need me.”

He felt lost, for she had misunderstood him. If he talked about his situation, it would only
worry her. Her life had always been peaceful, and he did not want these dark things to haunt
her. All his life, there were rarely unexpected situations, but she was one of them as she
barged into his heart so unexpectedly.

“Let’s head back,” said Richard. Then, he briskly turned around.

Angela stood still and looked at him with forlorn eyes like a kitten who had been abandoned
by its owner.
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He sighed and turned back around. After grabbing her hand, he walked forward while she
followed suit. As they neared the base’s entrance, she pulled her hand back when they met
people.

A moment later, they got their food trays and sat beside Trevor and the rest. Richard’s
subordinates were relieved to see their superior in a better mood. Indeed, it was the right
decision to ask Angela to comfort him.

However, Angela was still quite frustrated. She wanted to comfort Richard, but he did not
even tell her what happened. She could not do anything.

After they were done eating, Richard asked Willy to meet him at the boxing gym at 3.00PM.
He also made it compulsory for the other three to attend.

“Can I watch too?” Angela wanted to join in.

“Sure, Miss Meyers. Come and see how badly we’d be beaten up by Mr. Richard,” said Jared
jokingly.
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Angela’s eyes widened. “What? Are you guys going to get beaten up?”

“No, not really. But we’ve never won against Mr. Richard in a fight, so we’d always get beaten
up,” Jared said with a bitter laugh.

She wheezed at his words. After lunch, many went for an afternoon nap, but she wanted to
hang out in Richard’s room.

She made two cups of coffee and went to his room. He was just making a call when he saw
her come in and whispered into the phone, “I’ll call you back in a bit.”
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Angela froze at the door with the coffee in her hands, for it felt like she was intruding on his
space.

“I got you some coffee.” Angela walked in and placed the cup down. She took her cup of
coffee and said, “I’ll go back to my room so that I don’t disturb you. Please continue with
your call.”

She wanted to leave as she finished her words.

“Don’t be angry. My job requires me to keep the information confidential,” he explained.

After mulling over it for a while, Angela nodded. ‘Okay, I understand. I’m not angry anymore.”

She knew where Richard was coming from, but she was still a little upset. She wanted to
know him better and enter his world, but the doors to his heart were shut tight with no way
of opening them.

It seemed like she only knew what was on the outside; she could see his appearance and
personality, but she had no idea what was on his mind, and that made her anxious.

Angela knew better than to stay, so she left. At 3.00PM, she arrived at the boxing. gym and
saw Richard and his subordinates already in their boxing attire.

“Sit here, Miss Meyers. I prepared some snacks for you to eat while you watch the match.”
Trevor was being considerate as he guided her to a seat.

She was helpless; it felt weird to snack while watching them getting beaten up.

“Hang in there, Willy! Help us exhaust Captain Lloyd even more so that we’ll receive fewer
punches,” Sean hollered at the side.

Willy was fully-clothed most of the time, so Angela just came to realize he had a whole body
of muscles and looked like an expert fighter.

At the same time, Angela was worried for Richard. Even though he was slightly taller than
Willy with a well proportioned body, he was not muscular.

However, he had strength hidden in him.
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“Are you sure he can win against Willy?” Angela asked abruptly.

Her voice reverberated in the gym, loud and clear. The other three subordinates’ faces
turned pale. What Angela said was encouraging Richard to fight even harder.

They regretted asking Angela to watch, for they had set up a trap for themselves and evoked
Richard’s potential.

Willy’s already straight face tensed even more. With Angela there, Richard would fight harder
than he usually would. Willy could not afford to be distracted.

However, Angela sat there with an innocent face. She was tense for Richard as she hoped
he would not get hurt fighting the four of them.

“Miss Meyers, did you manage to finish watching the movies I downloaded for you last
time? If you’re not done, you can go back and watch them.” Trevor tried to get her to leave.

Instead, she shook her head and smiled. “I don’t want to. I want to watch you guys practice
punching.”

A mix of emotions flashed across Trevor, Jared, and Sean’s faces. Richard looked toward
them and saw the girl looking at him full of smiles. He composed himself and got ready to
fight.

“Captain Lloyd, here I come!” Willy roared and swung his iron fist toward Richard.

Terrified, Angela almost dropped the snacks in her hands and shivered. Trevor immediately
comforted her by saying, “It’s okay. Don’t worry, Captain Lloyd won’t get hurt.”

As Richard dodged Willy’s punch, he noticed Angela’s nervous face and smirked. He liked
that she was worried about him.

Meanwhile, Willy attacked ceaselessly. If it was an ordinary person, one punch would have
taken them out. However, Richard swiftly dodged his attacks every time and returned a
strong blow. His eyes were as sharp as a knife, and he did not hold back during the fight.
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Willy had been on the attack in the beginning, but now, he was being whacked in return,
making him take several steps back. Richard’s powerful leg attacks made him grunt, and it
was clear he was beginning to tire out.

“Be careful, Willy,” Angela called suddenly.

Hearing this, Richard’s punch, which was originally aimed toward the side of Willy’s neck,
immediately retreated. Willy, on the other hand, was preparing to retaliate with a punch, so
he wasn’t going to falter even if Richard had done so. His fist landed on Richard’s cheek.
making the tall man stagger back a little before regaining his balance.

Angela was so frightened that her face went pale. She immediately got up from her seat and
ran toward Richard as blood trickled from the corners of his mouth.

“I’m sorry, Richard,” Willy apologized.

Richard wiped off his blood with his hand. and replied calmly, “It’s fine.”

“You’re bleeding.” Angela looked at him anxiously.

Richard looked at Sean and said, “You’re up next.”

Sean stretched his body as he walked over with a smile. “Alright, Richie. I’m coming.”

Richard immediately put a hand around Angela and pulled her into the safe zone. She
dragged him to sit on a nearby chair, then carefully checked his wounds. Meanwhile, Trevor
and Jared were whispering to each other.

“See, Richard was right. Women can actually affect the speed at which he withdraws his
sword. If Miss Angela hadn’t said anything, he wouldn’t have gotten hit.”

“Exactly! See, his mood has improved after getting fussed over by a pretty woman.”
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“He must like her a lot since her calling out was enough to affect his attack strategy.”

“Then, she must be his favorite!”

“Well then, is it safe to say that they’re an official couple?”

They glanced at the opposite seats where Richard was tilting his head a little so Angela
could check his injury. After all, even if Willy faltered slightly toward the end, his punch was
very powerful.

“I’ll get some ice for you,” she said to him and ran off.

As she grabbed some ice from the kitchen and walked out of the base, she saw him walking
toward her with a swollen cheek. She panicked and asked him, “Why are you here? I’ve
already prepared the ice pack.”

“You can apply it in my room,” he said. Angela’s heart jumped as she agreed and followed
him back to his room with a shy expression.

When Richard opened the door, he moved to the side so Angela could enter first. She
immediately moved past him as if she was afraid that other people would see them. After
closing the door, he removed his sweat-drenched, skin-tight shirt and revealed his torso.

As she turned her head and saw him, her heart raced. What does this man want with me?
Why did he take off his shirt as soon as he came in? Does he want to…

He informed her, “I’m taking a shower first. Wait here.”

“Okay!” She nodded while she watched him walk toward the bathroom, then put down the
ice pack and waited.

The shower was quick, and Richard came out more than ten minutes later. He was clad only
in a pair of long black pants, his upper body bare. At the same time, his hair was still
dripping with water. That sight coupled with his healthy tanned skin made him look slightly
untamed..
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Angela admired the view for several seconds before blushing and looking down. The man
had an amazing physique; it was perfect in her opinion. Why was she so embarrassed? Did
he plan on doing anything with her?

The sound of clothes rustling came from behind her. After putting on a loose gray T-shirt,
Richard moved to sit on the couch and rested his head on his arm. “Come here.”

Holding the ice pack, Angela sat beside him and applied it to his injured cheek.

“Does it still hurt?” she asked gently.

“No,” he answered with half-closed eyes as he stared at her face.

She had been paying attention to his injury, but then turned and accidentally met his gaze. It
was so dark that she felt she would fall into the void if she looked at it more.
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