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As George spoke, the children walked toward the restroom in an orderly manner.

The moment they got in, George locked the restroom door.

Five minutes later, the four children returned to the dining table. Mdm. Xavier could not
help but pamper these good-looking and smart kids. She kept adding food to their
plates. When the sky turned dark, dinner finally came to an end.

Just as Adina placed her children into the car, George said, “Mommy, after you send us
home, you can go and visit Dad in the hospital.”

Melody kept nodding. “Yeah, Mommy. | can take good care of myself.”
Harold pouted. “Mommy, you can go to the hospital and accompany Dad.”

Alden remained silent for a few seconds before he said, ” Mommy, if it’s too late after
you’re done accompanying Dad, you don’t have to rush back. I'll take good care of Mel.

Adina found herself speechless.
Did these kids come to an agreement behind her?

She was very curious about how George convinced Alden.

Alden pursed his lips. “Mommy, Dad has to recover quickly so that you can have a
perfect engagement party. | don’t want you to have any regrets in your life.”

Adina’s heart instantly melted. “Okay, I'll send you home first.”
George smiled faintly and secretly gave Melody a high
five.

Only Melody sided with him on matchmaking their dad and mom.




Harold wanted their mom to marry their dad, but he would sometimes want to kick dad
away too. In short, he was unreliable!

As for Alden...
George pursed his lips.

Alden was his brother, but he could feel that Alden never treated him and Harold as
brothers until today.

Alden managed to accept their dad because of their mom.
George wondered when Alden would truly blend into the Winters family.

Adina only drove to the hospital after she sent the children back to the Winters family’s
mansion and passed

them to Mrs. Winters.
By the time she arrived, it was already 7.30 pm.

The sky in Sea City would quickly turn dark during autumn. As night fell, the roadside
lamps were switched on. The silence of the night permeated the city even though there

was also some hustle and bustle. Adina held a box of porridge as she walked to Duke’s
ward, already familiar with the path.

Two bodyguards were standing on either side of the door. When they saw her
approaching , they pushed open the door of the ward.

She instantly saw the bedridden man.

A dim yellow light was on in the ward. When the light illuminated his face, it outlined his
sharp features. However, when she saw the man’s eyes, she thought ... there was
nothing sharp about him. He clearly looked like a stray dog that had been abandoned by
the road. When the thought appeared in Adina’s mind, she pushed it away. How could
she think that Mr. Winters, the CEO, looked like a stray dog? “You finally came.”

The man’s low and deep voice was filled with gloom.

Okay, he looked even more like a stray dog now. Adina stroked her nose as she walked
in and said, “You must be hungry now, right? Eat something first.” After Duke made that
call, he knew that he had lost.

He had lost completely to the woman in front of him.

Since he was already a loser, why should he still care about his reputation?




The man spread his arms out and shamelessly said, “Feed
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Adina felt defeated too.

She sat by the bed before she lifted the lid of the porridge. She spooned up some, put it
to the man’s lips, and calmly said, “Open your mouth.”

Duke opened his mouth obediently.

The bland porridge swirled around on his lips and tongue before he swallowed it.
It was the most delicious porridge that he had ever eaten.

He smiled faintly and slowly said, “| want more.”

“Do you know what you look like now?” Adina looked at him with a faint smile and asked
in a meaningful way.

Duke did not understand. “What do | look like?”
Adina wanted to say “a stray dog,” but she held back.
“You look like Harold,” she said helplessly.

“You’re wrong. He should be the one who looks like me.” Duke did not feel embarrassed
at all. “He’s my son. If he doesn’t look like me, who else could he look like?”

Okay.
Adina could not argue back.

As though she had surrendered to fate, she kept feeding Duke again and again.




That went on until someone else suddenly pushed open the ward door at the back.
Soon after, they heard a frivolous voice. “Oh, wow! We didn’t see anything!”

Trent covered his eyes as soon as he entered and even covered Eilam’s eyes with his
other hand.

Eilam had no idea what was happening. He looked dumbfounded as he moved Trent’'s
hand away before he saw Adina feeding Duke some porridge.

He immediately turned around. “Please continue! We’re leaving now!”
Adina was speechless.

People who were not in the know might have thought that she and Duke were
committing an unspeakable act!

She stood up indifferently and said, “I'm done feeding him the porridge. You can come
in.”

She held the empty food container and left the ward, leaving the space to the three of
them. “Well done, Duke!” Trent clapped. “It's only been a few days since we last met,
but you and Adina have progressed to this stage? Tell us right now. How did you gel
this woman?”

Eilam said, “Can’t you see that Duke’s bedridden? He must have been a hero and
saved the beauty!”

Duke smiled faintly.

“What the f*ck?!” Trent shouted as if he had seen a ghost. “We’ve known each other for
SO many years, but this is the first time I’'ve seen you smile in such an unrestrained

”

way.

Duke immediately stopped smiling and cast a cold glance at him. “Shut up if you can’t
speak properly.”

He paused for a while and said, “Remember to attend my engagement party on the
sixth next month.”

Trent appeared completely shocked. “Are you going to get engaged to Adina? What the
heck?! You're going as fast as a rocket!”

“If they’re really following a rocket’s pace, they should just get married,” Eilam said. “But
Duke, can your sons accept Adina as their stepmother?”




Duke nonchalantly answered, “| forgot to tell you something. Adina and | had a one-
night affair five years ago. We have four children in total.”

“What the f*ck?” Eilam said.
Trent followed with, “What the heck?! What the f*ck?”

It took them five minutes before they could barely accept and digest the news.
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“Since you already have four kids, shouldn’t you get married?” Trent casually asked.
“Let me make this clear.

| want to be your best man!” Duke pursed his lips. “She doesn’t want to get married so
soon. | respect her opinion.”

“Mr. Winters, when did you learn to respect other people’s opinions ?” Trent rolled his
eyes. “l think you haven’t controlled that woman! But it's not your fault. She’s gorgeous
and good at martial arts. Not many men in the world can handle her! | guess it's
probably because of the kids that she agreed to marry you...”

Trent kept nagging him. When Duke cast a cold and piercing gaze over, Trent scoffed
and softly said, “I'm just stating the facts, okay? If | had four kids with her, she would
agree to marry me too. Okay, I'll stop talking now. Hey, why are you still hitting me when
you’re injured? Eilam, let’s get out of here!”

Trent crawled and rolled to escape.

The ward was finally quiet.

But Duke’s expression was dour.

Even though he could not accept it, he had to admit that Trent might be right.

When he and Adina first met, she resisted him a lot. She gradually accepted only
because of Harold and George.




There were probably two reasons why she was willing to marry him now; the children
were hoping that their parents would get married, and he had also saved her. A woman
would always be grateful to a man who had saved her life.

How much did she like and love him?

Duke pursed his lips tightly. There was a sharp glint in his thin lips, but his black eyes
were filled with frustration and confusion.

Adina saw the way he looked after she turned around and went back to the ward.

She thought he had looked like a stray dog earlier, but why did she find him looking like
a resentful woman now?

What happened this time?
She walked in and softly asked, “Do you feel unwell?”

Duke looked up. He stared at her with his inky eyes and slowly asked, “Are you really
willing to marry me?”

Adina was taken aback.
Why was this man asking her this question again?
She had made it clear once, so she really did not want to say Il again.

She pursed her lips and pretended to be indifferent. “The engagement date has already
been set. Of course I'm willing.”

“What if there’s a chance for you to go back on your word?” Duke’s eyes sparkled. “It
doesn’t matter if we’re married or not. I'm willing to give you custody of the

children. | also swear that | won’t compete with you for custody. If that happens, will you
still marry me?”

Adina stopped in her tracks and looked at him in a serious manner.

She spoke after a momentary pause. “Duke Winters, since I've decided to marry you, |
won’t go back on my word.”

She finally understood why this man looked like a resentful woman. Was he having pre-
wedding anxiety? Did he feel that insecure? Was he afraid that she would suddenly
leave with the kids?




She chuckled and sat by the bed. “I agreed to marry you not because of the children,
but because of who you are. Do you understand?”

Her indifferent eyes were now filled with gentleness, and deep down, there was faint
affection.

Even though her affection was faint, it was still sufficient.

They would have a few decades together in the future. Her saint affection would slowly
gather and become stronger.

When Duke looked at the woman in front of him, he could no longer control the strong
affection in his heart. He could not help but move forward and wrap his arms around her
slim waist.

Before Adina realized what was going on, she saw Duke’s face up close, and the man
kissed her on the lips.

The man traced the shape of her lips with the tip of his tongue, and his every move was
extremely gentle. It was as if he was taking care of the most precious treasure in the
world.

Adina wanted to resist because she thought things were progressing too quickly.

Yet, she became immersed in the man’s gentle kiss, and the entire situation went out of
control.
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The temperature in the ward instantly increased.

She was not an innocent girl who had not experienced anything. Although she did not
quite understand most things of a sexual nature, she still had some knowledge...

She knew that things would really get out of control if she let Duke continue kissing her.

“Stop... Stop kissing me...”




Adina raised her arms and lightly moved the man’s chest away.

Duke held the back of her head and rested his forehead against hers. His voice was
hoarse and low. “I still want to kiss you. What should | do?”

Adina’s face turned red, and her heart pounded quickly again.

She bit her swollen bottom lip. She felt shy and irritated as she said, “The ward door
isn’t closed.”

“I'll go and close it now.” As Duke spoke, he tried to jump off the bed.
Adina was speechless.
Did he mean that?

She quickly pressed him down. “You haven'’t recovered. Don’t walk around. Just lie
down.”

When Duke raised his head, he saw her glowing eyes and slightly swollen red lips. Her
every move gave off a seductive charm.

Duke subconsciously gulped.

If he were not injured and they were not in a hospital, he might have actually subdued
this woman right there.

Adina tried to remain calm. She drank some water and said, “Your mother wants to
make our engagement party grand, but I've been thinking about it for a while. | think it
would be better for us to keep a low profile.”

Duke held her fingers and asked, “Why?”

“You’ve protected George and Harold so well, but | nearly exposed Alden and Mel to the
media because | offended someone.” Adina pursed her lips and said, “Once we’re
engaged, the media will definitely criticize Alden and Mel. | don’t want this to have a
negative impact on the kids.”

Duke stared at her and firmly said, “Alden and Mel are my kids too. | want the public to
learn about them on our engagement day.” “No, you can’t!” Adina frowned and said,
“Too many people are watching the Winters family now. If the kids are exposed, the
disadvantages will outweigh the advantages. | don’t want any of our kids to be in any

potential danger.”




Duke pursed his lips tightly. How could he forget that Harold had gotten into an accident
because of the Fuller family not long ago?

The Fuller family had a grudge against the Winters family. If they could set up a trap to
harm Harold, they could also come up with other methods to harm the rest of the three
kids. He paused for a while before he resumed. “We can hold a low-profile engagement
party. After | handle the big problems, we have to make our wedding grand.”

Adina did not oppose any further.

The children would grow up one day, and they would have to face the storms of society.
It was impossible for her and Duke to hide them forever.

Once they grew older, they would have to slowly start facing various hardships and
dangers.

Adina stayed overnight in the ward.

When she woke up in the morning, Duke was still sleeping.

She knew that there was a bruise at the back of his brain, so he needed to rest more.
Therefore, she did not disturb him. She just washed her face and left the ward to buy
breakfast.
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As soon as Adina walked out of the Inpatient Department, she saw a familiar figure
standing at the end of the corridor.

She was stunned for a second. “Flint, why are you here in the hospital?”
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