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When she got closer, she realized that Flint looked different today.

His eyes were bloodshot, and it looked like he did not sleep last night. He was a playboy
who cared about his reputation the most. Yet, bis suit was wrinkled, and his beard was s

loppy. He was holding a cigarette with his fingers. He looked through the corridor before
he stared at Adina gloomily

“What's wrong with you?” Adina frowned. “What happened this time?”

Every time Flint came to her in Sea
City, something would be wrong. She was used to it.

“I heard that you‘re getting engaged?”

When Flint spoke, his voice was incredibly hoarse as if his vocal cords were ruined.
Adina was surprised.

She finally understood why Flint looked like that.

Some things had been said many times before, but clearly, Flint had not been really list
ening. She pursed her lips and said, “I'm getting married to Duke. We'll

be engaged on the sixth of next month, and the wedding won‘t be too long after the eng
agement. If you have the time, you can stay in Sea City and attend the engagement part
y before you leave.” Flint chuckled in resignation. He knew that it would be impossible fo

r him to be with Adina, and he had already accepted the fact.

However, when he saw Duke kiss her the day before yesterday, he felt like he had been
stabbed in the heart with a knife. He felt so hurt that he did not know what to do.

As a result, he went to the bar and got drunk. It was only after he woke up that he realiz
ed Adina had sent him to the hotel.

Whenever he got drunk, she would take him home, throw him to the couch in the living r
oom or throw him in the guest room and let him survive on his own.




During those times, he actually thought that this woman did not respect him at all.
Now that she respected him, she would no longer bring him home anymore.

Since she was getting married, she had a partner whom she would spend the rest of her
life with, and she did not want another man to cause a misunderstanding.

Flint chuckled in resignation. “Over the past four years abroad, no matter which man pur
sued you, you never batted an eyelid. | thought you
were celibate. It turns out that you just hadn‘t met the one yet.”

Adina stared at him quietly. “You'll meet the woman you want to marry as well.” But she
would not be the one.

Flint felt more bitter.

He had constantly looked for girlfriends to enter her world with a proper reason. He had
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wanted to use it to make her let her guard down and make them

closer. Unfortunately, those women later became the wall between him and her, and he
was no longer worthy to stand by her. Flint swallowed the bitterness in his heart before
he chuckled. “Duke Winters isn‘t as good looking

as me, and he isn‘t as rich as the Morton family, but you still like him. I'll naturally attend
your engagement party. When the time comes, you have to treat me to some good
food and good wine!” he said casually.

The moment Adina saw how he acted, she knew that he was slowly trying to move on.

She smiled and said, “Sure, I‘ll definitely prepare your favorite food and wine.”

She raised her wrist and looked at the time. “I'm going to buy breakfast in the cafeteria.
Do you want me to buy you a set?”

Flint shook his head. “I still have something to do, so I'll leave in a minute. You go ahea
d.”

Once Adina’‘s figure disappeared out of his sight, his smile slowly faded.

As long as she was happy, nothing could be better.

When he turned around and wanted to leave, a figure suddenly walked out of the corner
of the corridor.




“Flint Morton, weren‘t you being arrogant in front of me? Why can‘t you even protect you
r own woman?” Jasmine sneered

and walked over. “Didn‘t you say that she was your girlfriend? What's the matter? Your
girlfriend’s marrying someone else, and you‘re just going to watch?”
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Flint's gaze became profound and cold.

He stared at Jasmine with a sneer and said, “So, do you think you have a chance to be
with

me?”’

“It doesn‘t matter if | have the chance or

not. You shouldn‘t be with a woman like Adina again!” Jasmine gritted her teeth and sai
d, “She has two kids, and they‘re illegitimate children with an unknown father. You‘re the
young master of the Morton family. You should -~

“Shut up!”

Flint stopped her from finishing her sentence. His eyes were filled with coldness. “l aske
d Adina for help to reject you because | wanted to defend your dignity. Who the heck
are you to criticize Adina?” After he said that, he glanced at Jasmine with contempt. The
n, he turned around and left.

Jasmine was so angry that she trembled. She and Flint had been in a relationship a few
years ago. But after she fell in love with him, Flint broke up with her.

She never forgot him all these years. After she finally met him again, she put aside the r
eservation and restraint that a woman would typically have, ignoring her dignity as she
went after him. Unexpectedly, this unattainable man was a fan of another woman. “D*m
n it! B*stard!”

Jasmine kept cursing on the way back to the Jones family home. As soon as she steppe
d into the house, Zhenny targeted her. “You haven‘t gone to the company lately. Where
have you been?” “| wasn‘t feeling well, so | applied for a few days off.” While Jasmine ex




plained, the cold Zhenny angrily said, “Weren‘t feeling well? Stop giving me this bullsh*t
excuse! You'll have to report the outcome of your project in seven days. If you have not
hing to show for, you‘re not qualified to be my daughter!” Jasmine held her breath and s
aid, “That project is complete, and it's in the audit and accounting phase now. There wo
n‘t be any problems.” “That's more like it.”

Zhenny was finally satisfied. She then picked up some documents and went to the study
. Jasmine felt so wronged that her eyes turned red.

Her mother only forced her to work and did not care about her personal life. She was
furious, yet she still needed to handle her work.

At this time, a man in his fifties walked inside.

He was dressed in a dark blue suit, and his black hair was shiny. He had exquisite featu
res and appeared to be in good spirits.

“Uncle Dillon.”
Jasmine’s voice cracked as she walked over and held his arm.
“What's the matter? Did your mother yell at you again?” Dillon

shook his head. “Your mother has a bad temper. If you don‘t wander around her, you w
on‘t get yelled at. You have to remember that.”

Jasmine pursed her lips.

Her mother
was aggressive, and her uncle was naturally inferior to her mother. What was the point
of complaining to her uncle?

But...

“Uncle Dillon, there‘s something I've never told you. | actually have a boyfriend, and we
re very in love. But my boyfriend‘s been seduced by another woman, and he insists on b
reaking up with me.”

Dillon narrowed his eyes. “Tell me what the name of that brat is. I'll seek justice for you!”

“Uncle Dillon, this has nothing to do with my boyfriend. It‘s all that woman’s fault,” Jasmi
ne gritted her teeth and said.

“Jasmine, you‘re wrong,” Dillon said sincerely. “If your boyfriend‘s attracted to another w
oman, that's because there‘s something wrong with his character. The main responsibili
ty should be on your boyfriend. He's the kind of man you shouldn‘t be with. I'll find a bett
er one for you after | beat him up.” Jasmine was speechless
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She just wanted her Uncle Dillon to teach Adina a lesson. Was it that difficult?

“Uncle Dillon, do you know that this woman’s really vicious? She’s extremely arrogant
because of her beauty. She even insulted us by calling me ugly and the Jones family
rude.” “Is that true?” Dillon’s expression darkened. “How dare she torment the Jones
family. Is she trying to disrespect us?”

“Have you heard of the most beautiful woman in Sea City, Uncle Dillon? She’s
gorgeous, but she shouldn’t insult us like this.” Jasmine faked her tears while she took
out her phone and tapped on a photo. “Look, she seems so sycophantic. My boyfriend’s
attracted to her because she used many tricks to seduce him. | really love my boyfriend.
Uncle Dillon, you have to avenge me!”

She kept talking but did not receive any reply.

When she turned around, she saw Dillon staring at her phone screen. He even reached
out to grab her phone. Jasmine was confused, so she frowned and asked, “Uncle Dillon,
what’s wrong?” Dillon barely gulped before he slowly asked, ‘Who did you say the girl
was?” “She’s the most beautiful woman in Sea City, and she shows up in the local
headlines from time to time. She uses her beauty to be with different men. | even heard
that she has two illegitimate kids.” “Shut up!”

Dillon yelled at Jasmine coldly, scaring her.

As far as she knew, her Uncle Dillon was very gentle. No matter what happened, he
would never lose his temper. It was his first time speaking to her in such a stern tone.
Her eyes turned red as she bit her bottom lip and asked, “Uncle Dillon, did | say
something wrong?”

“You’re a lady, but you're insulting another girl behind her back. Perhaps this girl was
right. The Jones family didn’t raise you well.” Jasmine instantly widened her eyes.
“Uncle Dillon, you’re actually speaking up for a b*tch who bullied me? She stole my
boyfriend. Why can't | criticize her?” “| don’t want to hear the word ‘b*tch’ again.” Dillon
gave her a look before he threw the phone over at her and walked away in a hurry.




Jasmine held her phone and stomped her foot in anger.

Uncle Dillon had wanted to help vent her anger, but why did he completely change his
mind after he saw Adina’s picture?

Mrs. Winters took the children to the ward and visited Duke.
TESTTTTTTTTYY TRABILITETIN

She had some booklets in her hand, which she then placed in front of Adina. She smiled
and said, “This is the wedding set up, this is the style of the wedding dress, this is the
second style for the dress, this is the jewelry that you'll wear on your engagement day,
and this is the setting for the dessert table. Just pick your favorite and let me know. I‘ll
get them to arrange it.”

When Adina looked at the one dozen booklets, she felt restless.

They were just getting engaged. Were they not making too much of a fuss? “Mom, |
discussed it with Addy,” Duke said. “A simple engagement party would be great. We’'ll
have a grand wedding later.” Mrs. Winters had a look of disapproval. “No way. The
Winters family hasn’t had a party in twenty years. We have to make it a grand one this
time. We need to let everyone in Sea City know about our family’s great news!” Just as
Duke was about to continue convincing Mrs. Winters, Adina suddenly pulled his arm.
She passed him her phone, narrowed her eyes, and said, “Our engagement is on the
headlines in Sea City.” Mrs. Winters was stunned, and she immediately explained, “|
just told a few close friends about the engagement. They wouldn’t expose it to the
media.” Adina and Duke stared at each other. They had also told a few relatives and
friends, but those people wouldn’t say anything to the media.

So, who had exposed their engagement?
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The Internet was swept up in a wave of opinion.
(Oh, my god! Where did this gossip come from? The

most beautiful woman in Sea City and the CEO of Winters Corporation? How can the tw
o of them get engaged? This has to be a rumor!




(Ms. Daugherty was the most beautiful woman in Sea City five years

ago. At that time, she was still an innocent girl, so perhaps she was good enough for Du
ke Winters back then. But now... she's just a second hand woman. She‘s not good enou
gh for Mr. Winters, right?]

(Besides, she still has

two illegitimate kids. Have you forgotten about the fuss between her and Tyson Osborn
e? if her kids don‘t belong to “Tyson, whose kids could they be? Duke Winters wouldn‘t r
aise someone else‘s kids, would he?) (How could a woman with two illegitimate children
become the future Mrs. Winters?) (This news has to be a rumor. Someone is purposely
spreading

rumors!) The netizens basically did not believe their engagement. While they discussed,
they brought up Adina‘s past and insulted her repeatedly.

‘Don‘t read it.” Duke turned off his phone, and he appeared serious. His expression
was cold and dark. “George, get them to delete the comments and also suppress the
news.”

“Countless people are watching the Winters family. Your engagement will be exposed s
ooner or later.” Mrs. Winters contemplated as she said, “Besides, the two of you are tog
ether every day, and the kids are already old enough. We can‘t just suppress all this by f
orce. Why don'‘t you take this chance”

Duke shook his head. “Once we announce it, the children will become the target of peop
le with bad intentions.

“But if you don‘t announce it, the netizens will find out one day. It's impossible to hide thi
s,” Mrs. Winters said. “You also saw how the netizens described Alden and Melody. Tho
se descriptions are really unpleasant.”

Adina silently bit her bottom lip.
There had been too many voices like that since Alden and Melody were born.

The kids did not have a father. So—
called cultivated people would call them illegitimate children, while uncultured people wo
uld label them little b*stards.

Those two
children had suffered too much with her. Now, they had their father. Yet, why were peop
le still calling them little b*stards?

“If George and
Harold become exposed to the netizens one day, they‘ll be called illegitimate sons too.”
Mrs. Winters breathed in and said, “| have an idea. | wonder if you would hear me




out?»

Adina looked up and said, “Aunt Mabel, please feel free to voice your opinion.” “You sho
uld take this opportunity to tell the netizens that you‘ve been married for a long time,
and this is just a make-up wedding.” Mrs. Winters’ gaze was serious as

she said, “It's the only way to make the children legitimate, and no one will dare to
comment on them

anymore. Of course, I'm just raising this suggestion because | want to protect the kids.
You can think about it again.”

Adina paused for a

while. She did not expect Mrs. Winters to bring up such a suggestion. The early engage
ment had caught her off guard, and the engagement was now being changed to
marriage?

She subconsciously looked at Duke.

Duke looked at her as well and slowly said, “Parents will always prioritize their children‘s
safety, and | am no different. | know after we

expose the kids, it will bring them hidden danger. But... | don‘t want them to live their liv
es labeled as ‘illegitimate children.’ | wish to give them a clean background. Addy, | can

protect the kids and you. We can announce that we‘re already married. Once you‘re willi
ng to marry me, we'll register our marriage. What do you think?”

Adina stared at him blankly. After a long time, she finally said, “If we fake our marriage,
we'll be exposed one day, and it'll mean nothing. Let's register our marriage later, and y
ou can hold a press conference.” Duke's eyes were filled with excitement. “Addy, are yo
u serious?” Adina'‘s face turned red from his stare. She looked down and shyly said, “If y
ou think I'm not being serious, we can just not register our marriage.” “We‘re going! We'l
| register our marriage now!” Duke jumped off the bed but pulled his left leg. He was in s
0 much pain that he grunted. Mrs. Winters immediately said, “You‘re already injured. St
op acting tough. I'll call a friend of mine in the Department of

Civil Affairs. They'll help to deliver your marriage certificate later.”




