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Chapter 991 
 
“Mr. Winters wants me to be his secretary.” 
 
Adeena pursed her lips. 
 
She knew the meaning behind the request, so she believed that Kendry would too. 
 
She wanted to know what the Willis family thought about 
 
Kendry paused for a while. 
 
The moment he saw his foster daughter‘s gaze, he understood her intention of telling him everything. 
 
She was trying to see if the Willis family was worthy of her sacrifice. 
 
“Deena, you‘re our foster daughter. You‘re also Ms. Willis like Ruth. Pushing our daughters out for honor 
is something the Willis family won‘t do.” Kendry sighed.“ We‘ll go back and discuss this with your 
grandma. There has to be another solution.” 
 
“I‘ll do it!” Ruth suddenly said. “I can be Mr. Winters‘ secretary.” 
 
“Stop talking nonsense!” Kendry said coldly. 
 
“I‘m serious!” Ruth anxiously replied. “Deena‘s adopted, so we naturally can‘t let her make such a huge 
sacrifice. 
 
But I‘m a member of the Willis family. As long as I can help my family, I‘m willing to even sacrifice my 
life.” Adeena and Kendry were speechless. Kendry had watched his daughter grow up, so he knew what 
was on her mind. 
 
She must have fallen for Mr. Winters‘ good looks. “We‘ll go back and discuss this with Grandma first.” 
 
Adeena knew what Ruth was thinking too. She pursed her lips indifferently and walked out first. 
 
Kendry grabbed his daughter‘s arm. “Ruth, listen. Do not get involved. This is none of your business!” 
 
“Why is it none of my business? I‘m your daughter. I‘m obligated to do something for the family!” Ruth 
said righteously. “Besides, Dad, aren‘t you always telling me that the Willis family owes Adeena? If that‘s 
the case, just let me replace her this time to repay her kindness.” Kendry was furious thanks to his 
daughter. “You mustn‘t say that to Adeena.” 
 
Adeena had always thought that she owed the Willis family for saving her life. 
 



In reality, the Willis family had used Adeena‘s blood to save Ruth. They even caused the death of 
Adeena‘s baby. It was likely that only Adeena could solve the Willis family‘s crisis this time. 
 
“Dad, don‘t stop me!” Ruth quickly caught up to Adeena. “Deena, hurry up and tell me what you 
discussed with Mr. Winters.” 
 
Adeena got into the back passenger seat, while Ruth quickly hopped into the car as well. She kept 
hounding Adeena with questions. 
 
“After he drugged you, did he do anything over the top?” Adeena faked a smile. “You seem to be very 
concerned about Mr. Winters and me.” 
 
“Deena, he must have had bad intentions when he asked you to be his secretary.” There was a glint in 
Ruth‘s eyes. “You‘re so pretty, so it‘s devastating for you to be with a divorced man with kids. But I‘m 
different. I’m a member of the Willis family, so it‘s nothing for me to sacrifice for my family‘s sake. Let 
me be Mr. Winters‘ secretary for you.” 
 
Adeena was at a loss for words. 
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She did not want to say that Ruth was brainless, but the man was clearly aiming at her. 
 
If Ruth replaced her, it would make the man angry. But that was just her guess. 
 
She could also use Ruth to observe the man‘s attitude. 
 
Besides , she needed to learn how every member of the Willis family felt about this. She wanted to 
know if they were worth it. 
 
“Sure.” Adeena nodded. “In that case, I‘ll take you to see Mr. Winters tomorrow, okay?” 
 
“We‘ll talk about this after we get home!” Kendry, who had been driving, indifferently interrupted their 
conversation, and he subconsciously sped up. 
 
They soon arrived at the Willis family‘s mansion. 
 
As soon as they went in, Hudson stepped forward. “Uncle Kendry, how was it? Did you meet Mr. 
Winters?” 
 
Kendry nodded and walked in with an intense look. 
 
Mdm. Willis was sitting in the armchair. She quickly got up and walked over as well. “Kendry, what did 
they say?” 
 
“Mr. Winters said that he‘ll spare the Willis family if we arrange for someone to be his secretary,” Ruth 
 
immediately answered. “I already said yes.” 
 



“What?” Jada was stunned. “I don‘t understand.” 
 
Kendry glared at his daughter before he explained in a deep voice, “Mr. Winters asked Ruth and I to go 
out, but he requested for Deena to stay and talk with him. She only came out after an hour and passed 
his message to us. According to Mr. Winters, he‘ll spare the Willis family if Deena becomes his 
secretary.” 
 
Everyone in the mansion was taken aback. 
 
Mdm. Winters stared at Adeena‘s gorgeous face and closed her eyes. “What a sinful debt!” 
 
“I opposed taking in a foster daughter with an unclear background in the past, but you insisted on taking 
her in!” Hailey suddenly became enraged. “When has it ever been easy to deal with such a gorgeous 
woman? If we hadn‘t adopted her, would Mr. Winters have targeted the Willis family? Mr. Willis must 
have set this trap up to get to her.” 
 
Adeena pursed her lips in silence. It looked like the members of the Willis family were not fools. At least 
half of them already realized what was going on. “Aunt Hailey, why don‘t I understand what you‘re 
saying?” Ruth looked puzzled. “Couldn‘t Deena have seduced Mr. Winters with her good looks? Why 
would Mr. 
 
Winters purposely set this up?” 
 
The news described Mr. Winters as the man whom all women in Sea City wanted to marry the most. 
Even though he was divorced with children, that did not abate the women‘s thoughts. 
 
Why would this man set a trap for a woman? 
 
“Your brain really isn‘t functioning at all,” Brady said sarcastically. “Mr. Winters is an extremely busy 
bigwig. He must want something since he purposely traveled to Cloud City and dealt with the Willis 
family. Today, he‘s told us what he wants.” 
 
“Let‘s not rush to conclusions first.” Jada‘s face turned slightly pale. “Deena has never gone to Sea City 
before, and it‘s impossible for Mr. Winters to have seen her. This hasn‘t been established.” 
 
She was the one who had insisted on taking Deena in. If the Willis family had truly been targeted 
because of Deena, then she… 
 
“Isn‘t Adeena‘s company going to participate in the Internet exhibition in Sea City?” the angry Hailey 
said with displeasure. “Perhaps Mr. Winters saw the information that she submitted, including her face. 
That‘s how he became fascinated with her. Now, he‘s here in Cloud City to deal with the Willis family.” 
 
Brady frowned. “But with his family background, he could just propose to her, right?” 
 
When he said that, everyone in the house became silent 
 
again. 
 



Yes, millions of people looked up to a man like Duke. It would be incredibly easy for him if he set his 
sights on a woman. Why would he cause so much trouble? “Anyway, Mr. Winters wants Deena to be his 
secretary now.” Hailey glanced over coldly. “Deena, are you willing to do this for the Willis family?” 
 
Adeena pursed her lips without answering. 
 
An indifferent light shone in her clear, dark eyes as she slowly glanced at the people before her. 
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Willis sat silently in her armchair. 
 
Kendry did not tell her about the incident four years ago in detail, but she knew that Ruth survived 
because of their foster daughter. 
 
It would be unreasonable to force her to sacrifice herself for the Willis family now. 
 
She just quietly hoped that the foster daughter would take the initiative to agree. 
 
Ruth tried to speak up several times, but Kendry held her back. She was so worked up that her face 
turned red. 
 
Jada clasped her fingers and appeared anxious, but she did not say anything. 
 
Adina chuckled in a low voice. 
 
Even her foster mother who loved her the most could push her away when it was necessary. In that 
case, she could leave the Willis family without worry after she repaid their kindness. 
 
“Are we letting a woman save the great Willis family?” Hudson, who was always unserious, said. 
 
He snorted. “There are still three men in the Willis family. No matter how oppressed we are, we 
shouldn‘t let 
 
an adopted daughter stand up for us.” “What nonsense are you talking about?” Hailey said angrily. 
“Your father‘s been taken to the police station because of this adopted daughter, and he could be 
abused. Why are you still defending her?” 
 
As she spoke, she pinched Hudson‘s ear hard. 
 
“Ouch! It hurts!” Hudson covered his ear and groaned. 
 
“I think Hudson‘s right!” Ruth took the opportunity to say, “This is a Willis family affair. It‘s not Adeena‘s 
turn to step forth! Doesn‘t Mr. Winter just want a secretary? I‘ll be his secretary!” 
 
Jada was shocked, and she quickly dragged her daughter back. “Do you know what being his secretary 
means? How could you even think about getting involved with such a thing?” “Mom! I want to be Mr. 
Winters‘ secretary. It‘s not a bad thing. Why do all of you look like you‘re facing a great enemy?” Ruth 
pouted. 



 
“We‘ll handle this. Go back to your room now. If you continue to interfere with this…” 
 
When Adeena heard how Jada gently coaxed Ruth, she pursed her lips slightly. 
 
There truly was a difference between a foster mother and a biological mother. 
 
No matter how great Jada had treated her, she could see the difference when it came to such matters. 
 
Nevertheless, she still did not understand why Jada had treated her so well over the past three years. It 
did not remind her of how a mother would treat her daughter. Instead, it felt more like she was paying 
back a debt. 
 
“It doesn‘t matter whether the Willis family has been targeted because of me or not. I still have a 
responsibility to solve this problem for the Willis family.” Adeena smiled faintly. “Please have a good 
night. I‘ll go and meet Mr. Winters tomorrow.” 
 
After she spoke, she turned around and went back to her room. 
 
“That‘s more like it,” Hailey said coldly. “I hope Mr. Winters will keep his promise!”. 
 
“Mom, you‘re so unethical !” Hudson massaged his ear and said, “Deena‘s such a gorgeous girl. Her life 
will be ruined if she‘s sent to be an old man‘s secretary.” 
 
“Mr. Winters isn‘t an old man. He‘s so good–looking that he‘s a hundred times more handsome than 
you!” Ruth snorted from the side. 
 
“Haha! I‘m one of the four most handsome men in Cloud City. I‘m outstanding, elegant, and talented. 
Who could be more handsome than me? Hang on…” A light flashed in Hudson‘s eyes. “Ruth, you‘re 
willing to take the 
 
initiative to be Mr. Winters‘ secretary because you want to approach him, don‘t you? I was wondering 
why you would step up when the Willis family was in need. Looks like I didn‘t have to think too much 
about it!” 
 
Just as the two of them were about to quarrel again, Mdm. Willis sternly said, “Enough. Go back to your 
 
room!” 
 
TT 
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Adeena sat in her room, took out her phone, and simply scrolled through the news. 
 
Duke‘s arrival in Cloud City for investment had already become local news, but the press never took any 
pictures 
 



at all. They still used Duke‘s old photos from when he attended the press conference in Sea City. 
 
The man was dressed in a black suit with a gray tie. His gaze was cold and sharp. His imposing manner in 
the pictures was no less than it was in real life. 
 
Adeena keyed in the name “Duke Winters” in the search column, and his information came up very 
quickly. 
 
The CEO of Winters Corporation was thirty years old this year. When he was eighteen, he officially 
became the person in charge of the corporation. Under his leadership, Winters Corporation reached 
new heights, which gained the admiration of many people. 
 
Chapter 994 
 She glanced through the news of the CEO‘s marriage. He had gotten married four and a half years ago 
and become embroiled in a scandal of having a mistress one month after his marriage. 
 
Adeena snorted. 
 
He had drugged and molested her during their first meeting, so it was not strange for such a man to 
have an affair while married. 
 
She just pitied Mdm. Winters. Her husband betrayed her one month after they got married. Adeena 
wondered how she got over it. 
 
Knock! 
 
She suddenly heard someone knock on her door. Adeena put her phone away and responded 
indifferently. “Come in.” 
 
Jada walked in with a glass of warm milk. “Deena, you didn’t sleep well last night. Drink some milk 
before you sleep tonight.” 
 
Adeena nodded and took the milk. 
 
After she drank it, Jada naturally took the empty glass away. She moved her lips but did not know what 
else to say. 
 
“Mom, you don‘t have to blame yourself.” Adeena smiled and said, “The Willis family has protected me 
for three years, so I should do something for the family.” Jade felt even more guilty. “Deena, I‘m sorry.” 
 
She had already set Deena up yesterday, and today, she made her step up to protect the Willis family. 
She never found herself so shameless before. “If I become Mr. Winters‘ secretary, I‘ll go to Sea City with 
him.” Adeena smiled. “Even if I officially leave the Willis family, I‘ll come back and visit you when I have 
the time.” 
 
“Deena…” 
 
Jada held the glass tightly. She had set up a lot of schemes for Ruth. 



 
She had also plotted a ton to make up for what she owed Deena. 
 
To prevent Deena from exacting revenge on the Willis family, she had done a lot of things that she was 
ashamed 
 
of. 
 
Yet, Deena was still willing to come back and visit her. 
 
“Mom, rest early. Everything will end after tomorrow.” 
 
Adeena closed the door with a faint smile and watched as Jada walked out. 
 
She frowned right after. She had always felt that Jada‘s attitude toward her was weird. Her feelings of 
guilt and anxiety were too strong. 
 
Actually, the Willis family was not going too far in their treatment of her. Why would Jada feel guilty to 
such an extent? Adeena had a good night‘s sleep. 
 
When she woke up, it was still very early. It was only 5:00 am. 
 
The members of the Willis family were still sleeping. She walked out as she planned to meet that man 
alone. 
 
“Deena, why are you leaving so early? Wait for me!” Ruth rushed down the stairs from the upper floor. 
She applied her lipstick while she went after Adeena. 
 
“Deena, you‘ve been very nice to me over the past three years. How can I watch you walk into danger 
alone? I‘ll go with you.” 
 
Adeena asked, “Do you really want to go?” 
 
“Of course!” Ruth put her cosmetic products away.“ Deena, let me try, okay? I really like Mr. Winters.” 
She swung Adeena‘s arm. “It‘s love at first sight. If I manage to be his secretary, I‘ll definitely thank you.” 
Adeena was speechless. “If you want to go, let‘s go 
 
together.” Ruth then happily got into the car with her. 
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It had been three days since the CEO of Winters Corporation came to Cloud City. 
 
He never left the hotel over the past two days, and the reporters at the entrance had finally lost their 
patience, so the crowd was almost gone. 
 
When Adeena and Ruth walked into the hotel, Jake hurried up to them. “Ms. Willis, I thought wouldn‘t 
come.” 
 



 “Of course I‘d come,” Adeena said indifferently. “Mr. Wilson, you can contact the police and get them 
to release my uncle now.” 
 
Jake grinned and said, “Sure, Ms. Willis. I‘ll get it done now.” 
 
As long as Ms. Willis came, everything was fine. 
 
He pressed the floor number on the elevator and respectfully led the two of them upstairs. 
 
Ruth felt very conflicted on the way. 
 
Her father had been respectful toward this assistant yesterday, but this assistant was flattering Adeena 
today. 
 
Did Adeena and Mr. Winters really… yesterday? 
 
No way! 
 
She could not think any further! 
 
Mr. Winters was the man she desired! 
 
Ruth reapplied her lipstick and foundation in the elevator before she walked out of the elevator ahead 
of Adeena. 
 
Jake took the two of them to the presidential suite and gently knocked on the door. “Mr. Winters , Ms. 
Willis is here.” 
 
After he said that, he looked at Ruth. “Ms. Ruth Willis, let me take you to the resting lounge so that you 
can wait there for a while.” 
 
Ruth raised her chin. “I‘m here to see Mr. Winters. You can take my sister to the resting lounge.” 
 
Jake was speechless. 
 
Was this Ms. Willis a little witless? 
 
“I came today to tell Mr. Winters my decision. Will it be a problem for me to take another person 
inside?” Adeena asked with a straight face. 
 
“Of course… not!” 
 
Jake immediately lowered his head. 
 
Mr. Winters never dared to oppose Mdm. Winters. He was just an assistant, so it was better for him to 
listen to her request too. 
 
Ruth scoffed. She loosened her collar, stood outside the 



 
presidential suite, and waited. 
 
A few seconds later, the man‘s cold and deep voice rang out from the room. “Come in.” 
 
Jake bowed and pushed the door open. Then he gestured respectfully to invite them inside. Ruth 
bumped Adeena in the shoulder and stepped inside first. 
 
Adeena pursed her lips indifferently. 
 
If Ruth was there, Duke should not be able to drug her again. 
 
She had to say that she was grateful for Ruth. 
 
The two of them walked in one after another and saw Duke‘s back facing them. He was standing in front 
of the French window. 
 
He was not wearing his coat. He just had on a white shirt, and the white color reduced much of his 
imposing aura. As such, he looked much gentler. 
 
He turned around slowly, and the early morning sun shone in through the French window on his 
exquisite features. 
 
Ruth subconsciously gasped. 
 
This man was terribly handsome! 
 
“M–Mr. Winters.” 
 
She could not help but call out to him. 
 
Duke cast an unfriendly glance at her. “Who are you?” 
 
Ruth was speechless, and she immediately introduced herself. “Mr. Winters, we met yesterday. I‘m the 
Willis family‘s daughter. My name is Ruth Willis.” 
 
“Who allowed you to come in?” 
 
Duke appeared unhappy. 
 
Today was his first date with Addy after four years. He did not want anyone to disturb them. 
 
Ruth was terrified by his aggressive demeanor, so much so that her face turned pale. Ultimately, she 
was just a girl in her early twenties. How could she bear this? 
 
“Mr. Winters, please be more polite to my sister,” Adeena perfunctorily said with a deep frown. Ruth 
held Adeena‘s hand tightly and nervously said, “ Don‘t make Mr. Winters angry. Don‘t you see how 
upset he is?” 



 
Oh, my goodness! This man was terrifying! 
 
She suddenly felt that it was a terrible mistake to come along! 


