"| really appreciate it, Teresa," Laney expressed 1
with heartfelt sincerity.

Restoring the recording would have been a near-
impossible feat without Teresa's invaluable
assistance.

Teresa's smile beamed as she replied, "It's hardly
worth mentioning. When did you adopt such

formalities?"
Laney's lips pursed with a tinge of guilt.

She hadn't reached out to Teresa since her
wedding. This time, she called upon her for help,

and Teresa obliged without a moment's hesitation.

Laney was both touched and remorseful. Wordg;; _

4




y would never permit their daughter-in-lay

‘work as a bodyguard.

To her surprise, Laney's determined voice rang
through the phone, "Alright, Il give it serious |
consideration."

kkkkkk

Since sending the photo album, Kailee eagerly
anticipated Laney's reaction. But time wore on,
and Laney never confronted her.

Had Laney not seen the incriminating photo and
recording?

Or had she chosen to swallow her pride and
humiliation for the Harding family's wealth,

feigning ignorance?

Kailee was convinced Laney wasn't the type to _‘

tolerate her husband's infidelity for monetary gain.

| She concealed the photo and recording witk




‘never expected silence from Laney.

This was far from the only source of Kailee's:
frustration.

In recent days, she had tried contacting Garrett |
multiple times to arrange their last date, but he
either ignored her calls or his assistant claimed he

was in a meeting.

In a fit of impulsiveness, Kailee stormed into the
company to confront Garrett, only to be thwarted

by his assistant each time.

When Garrett was in the hospital, he never left
Laney's side, leaving Kailee no opportunity to

approach him.

Anxiety gnawed at her as she rubbed her temples.
Kailee refused to wait any longer.

If Garrett sought to avoid her, she'd confror tLe
§1. 4 'f".;

~ instead.




ilee to take action.

ing the caller ID, Laney smiled and inqtﬂi’_

~ "Miss Gibson, to what do | owe the pleasure?" -

Kailee had no reason to hide from Laney. Wearing |
a devious grin, she bluntly declared, "Laney, have
you seen the little surprise | left for you?"

Feigning ignorance, Laney replied, "What surprise?
The allergy-inducing nutritional supplements Lola
brought? Or the essential oils that could cause
premature labor in pregnant women?"

"Quit playing dumb!" Kailee snapped impatiently,
"I don't buy that you haven't seen the photo of
Garrett and me at the hotel, or the recording pen!

Garrett's voice is unmistakable.”
Was Kailee's composure already crumbling?
Laney couldn't help but smile.

With a hint of amusement, she calmly re
. |'ve seen them. What now?"
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“You claim my husband had an affair?’
chuckled. "With whom? You?"

Kailee confidently replied, "Yes, Garrett confessed
his deep affection for me.

Feigning ignorance is futile, Laney. The recording
Is crystal clear. He married you out of mere
sympathy."

Laney's tone turned icy. "Kailee, stop sowing
discord between us, | refuse to believe your lies, |

trust Garrett
If you're 5o sure, have him tell me personally.”

Without waiting for Kailee's retort, Laney

disconnected the call

On the other end of the line, Kailee couldn't stifle

her laughter.




