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Marlee and Fraser stared at the merchant ship’s sensors.

Time passed slowly.

Every single second was torment for the people on the merchant ship.

Suddenly, Marlee noticed the approaching object in front of her move, and it was
moving in the direction of the ship.

When she saw that, Marlee’s heart rose to her throat.

She was afraid that she was only hallucinating because she was too nervous.

Thus, she hastily rubbed her eyes with both hands to look closer.

What she saw immediately made her eyes widen in horror.

On the sensor, a light spot in front of them was rapidly approaching the merchant ship.

Originally, although the two were getting closer, they were like two parallel lines that
could never intersect.

Now, the light spot changed its trajectory and started to move toward the merchant
ship.

If this continued, their paths would soon intersect.

The other party was obviously coming for the merchant ship.
‘Did we run into space pirates?

‘Why did this happen?

‘Why did fate treat me like this?

‘Why won't it give me a chance?’

Seeing that they would soon arrive at a place of hope, but now, there was an
unbridgeable gap.

Marlee felt a strong sense of powerlessness.




Back when she was wandering outside, she was unfairly treated by fate which caused
her to return to the Jung family alone while pregnant.

Over the years, Marlee gave birth to her daughter Peggy alone. How much criticism and
pressure had she

endured since then?

Even the members of the Jung family talked about her behind her back, let alone
outsiders.

If not for her daughter’s sake, Marlee would not have been able to handle it anymore.

She did not want to think about anything now. She just wanted to bring up her daughter
Peggy safely until Peggy could be independent.

Despite this, it seemed that fate did not want to satisfy even this simple request.

Perhaps she used up all of her good luck in the first half of her life, and that was why
Marlee had such a miserable life in the second half of her life.

She used to be the proud daughter of the Jung family.

Not only was she talented, but her beautiful appearance was also famous in the galaxy
where the Jung family was located.

A lot of the heirs of countless forces were attracted to her and there were waves of
people who came to ask for her hand. 1

On the contrary, whenever her name was mentioned now, she would be as the butt of
their jokes.

Fraser also saw what was happening on the sensor.

He yelled in horror, “M-Miss! It... It's coming toward us, w-what should we do?”

When the rest of the staff in the control room heard Fraser’s voice, they all turned to
look at the two of

them in horror.
Marlee’s mind was also in turmoil at that moment.
‘What should we do?

‘How would | know?’




In this situation, the only thing they could do was to pray that the other party would only
ask for some money and let them go.

She would then think of it as paying some money to avert disaster.
She did not want to encounter the cruelest space pirates.

Otherwise, the hopes of the people on this boat, as well as the entire Jung family, would
be shattered.

Smack!
Marlee recovered and slammed down on the alarm again.
Buzz buzz buzz!

Harsh alarms resonated throughout the entire merchant ship
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“Uncle Fraser, order the whole ship to be on alert to defend against foreign enemies,”
Marlee ordered, staring at the light spot on the sensor that was getting closer.

“Yes, Miss!” Fraser replied and immediately left the control room to convey Marlee’s
order.

He could only follow Miss’ orders now.

“‘Miss... Do we need to change the route?” A staff member asked cautiously.

“It's useless. Even if we turned around and fled as soon as we spotted the other party,
it'll still be useless. Once the space pirate notices us, our ship has no possibility of
escaping,” Marlee shook her head and said.

“Then... Then what should we do?”

“Continue moving forward! If it’s a blessing, then it'll be good. But if it’s not, we can’t
avoid the disaster anyway. Now that we've reached this point, we can’'t escape. So let’s

hope that the other party’s request will not be too excessive.”

After receiving Marlee’s orders, the whole merchant ship began to change.




Energy cannon barrels appeared around the merchant ship, arming the merchant ship
like a hedgehog. At the same time, the defense system of the merchant ship was also
increased to its maximum level.

If this light spot approaching them was a space pirate, it would be impossible for them to
fight back with this little power.

However, even if they were not strong enough, they would not surrender.
Everyone would fight to the death.

David was still telling stories to Peggy in the room when the alarm drowned David’s
voice as he was telling the story.

After the alarm stopped, David asked, “Peggy, do you know what that sound was?”
“‘Mister, that’s the alarm. It will only sound in case of emergency,” the little girl replied.

“It sounded twice in a row, so does that mean something important happened? Are you
not worried about your mother?”

“‘Don’t worry, Mister! No matter what happens, my mother will take care of it,” the little
girl said with some pride.

To her, her mother was probably an invincible existence and she could solve anything.
“Oh? Is your mother so powerful?” David asked curiously.

In his opinion, she was just a peak Infinity Ranker, and she was not even in Eternal
Realm.

How could she be strong?

Especially in a place where Eternals were abundant and Saints were all over the place.

When David first came to Star Kingdom, he saw many Eternals and three Saints in the
Iridescent Sect. Hence, this caused him to make a major misjudgment of Star Kingdom.

“Of course! My mother is very powerful. When | was at home, Mom would beat anyone
who dared to bully

me black and blue. Even if they went back to complain, no one would dare to trouble
Mom. Gradually, nobody dared to bully me anymore.” The little girl raised her head like
a proud little peacock.

David understood.




It seemed that the Jung family where this little girl belonged was just so-so.

It should be a small family since they could regard a peak Infinity Ranker as the top
combat power.

Even if there were Eternals, there would only be very few, with at most one or two.
“Since your mother is so powerful, shall we continue with the story?”

David was not going to ask now.

He would wait until Marlee ran out of ideas before he went to see what was going on.
David would offer a hand if it was within the scope of his ability.

On the contrary, he would not if it was beyond his ability.

Now, he had a lot of responsibility on his shoulders.

In addition to rescuing Celeste, he also needed to guarantee the safety of Celia and
others.

Therefore, he could not let anything happen to himself.
‘I'm still too weak!’
David sighed in his heart.

“Okay! Mister, please continue telling me stories. Mom will come back to pick me up
once she finishes

her work.”
The two were not affected by the alarm at all as they continued the unfinished story.
One had absolute confidence in her mother while one felt that his strength was too

weak, and as he had heavy responsibilities, he was unwilling to cause too many extra
problems.
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Somewhere in the void of Star Kingdom, a merchant ship carrying goods and a
battleship driven by space pirates faced each other.




When the distance between the two sides grew smaller, the battleship suddenly
attacked.

Boom!

A bright light flashed in the void.

At such a short distance, the merchant ship had no time to react and was hit.
The entire merchant ship shook violently.

Fortunately, the defense had been increased to its maximum level, so this attack did not
cause any substantial damage to the ship.

However, if there were two more attacks of this level, it would definitely break through
the defense of the merchant ship and destroy it.

The merchant ship slowed down after this attack.

The purpose of the battleship was not to destroy the merchant ship but to force the
merchant ship to stop.

This was so that they could continue what they wanted to do next.

Marlee’s face turned white inside the merchant ship.

The other party attacked before they even met.

The other party was definitely a group of space pirates.
The other staff also looked terrified.

‘We really ran into space pirates.

‘Can we make it out alive?’

David was telling a story when the ship shook violently.
“Ah!”

The frightened little girl screamed.

David stood up quickly and held Peggy in his arms.

“It's okay! It's okay! | am here, so don’t be afraid, Peggy,” David comforted.




The two ships soon met.

“Miss, what should we do? Should we stop or just go full speed ahead?” A staff member
in the control room asked nervously.

“Stop. We won'’t be able to make it. The attack just now was to make us stop. If we are
not sensible enough, they will break through our defense with the next attack,” Marlee
sighed and said helplessly.

The merchant ship stopped.

The battleship soon stopped opposite the merchant ship.

Before Marlee could speak, a group of space pirates immediately descended from the
battleship. There were dozens of people in total, and they spread out and surrounded

the merchant ship.

“‘May | ask what'’s the purpose of you stopping us?” Marlee’s voice came from the
merchant ship. “Hey! It's a woman! It seems that we were lucky today, boys! Hahaha!”

A man’s boorish laughter was also heard from the battleship.
Immediately afterward, countless laughter followed.
“Hahaha!”

“Boss, you're right! We haven’t stopped a woman for a long time. It seems that it'’s our
lucky day!”

“That’s right! | haven’t touched a woman for so long that | almost forgot what a woman
is like. Boss, don’t kill her. Keep her alive so we can have a taste too.”

“Of course! Boss, you have to think about us too and you can’t have her alone.”

“‘Everyone, don’t worry! We share all our spoils, so how could | forget about you boys?”
The boorish voice said again.

“You said the same thing last time, but you killed that woman and left us with a dead
body. We are space pirates, not creeps.”

“Cough cough cough... Everyone, stop arguing. It was an accident last time. Who knew
that woman was so weak? | will be gentle this time.”

“You said it yourself.”

“That’s right! Boss, you weren’t careful last time.”




“‘Enough! Look at yourselves. Since there is a woman on this merchant ship, who knows
if there will be a second or third? Maybe after this, everyone can get their share! If that’s
the case, we can have fun with them every day and when we get tired of playing with
the one we have, we can swap, wouldn't it be so nice?”

As soon as he said that, the other space pirates’ eyes shone.

They were staring at the merchant ship not far away like sharks smelling blood.

‘Yeah, what if there are many women on this merchant ship?

‘Wouldn’t we have struck gold?

‘Everyone gets one, and we can swap when we get tired of the same one.

‘That will be so fun.’

Their conversation fell on the ears of the people on the merchant ship.

Marlee’s heart sank, and her face became even paler. There was almost no trace of
blood on it.

Upon hearing the conversation of this group of space pirates, she knew that the other
party was the most frightening type of space pirates.

There would be nothing left after they were done.
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They would take all the money and goods, kill all men, and take all women to use as
objects of lust until they were tortured to death.

‘Oh no! Will there be any chance of us getting out of this alive after encountering this
kind of space pirates?’

Knowing her attractiveness toward men, Marlee had already imagined of her tragic end
after being

caught.
‘No! | must not fall into their hands.

‘Even if | die, | have to die with dignity.




‘But what about Peggy?

‘She is still so young and there’s a great life waiting for her.

‘She shouldn’t have died like this.

‘And David...

‘Right, David!

‘Maybe there is something he can do.’

At this moment, Marlee thought of David, the mysterious young man.
If there were any uncertainties on this ship, it was David.

If even he had no solutions, then there would be no hope at all.

If so, Marlee could only use herself in exchange for a chance at life for David and
Peggy.

If these space pirates dared to disagree, she would commit suicide in front of them.
Marlee believed in her own attractiveness to men.
These shameless lechers would not watch her die.

However, if Marlee did this, what awaited her would be a hellish life until she died in
pain.

Marlee finally decided to go all out for the sake of her daughter.

Women were inherently weak, but mothers were strong.

This sentence could not be more appropriate for Marlee at that moment.

If she did not have Peggy, she would definitely not have made this choice.

She would rather die than be the object of these space pirates’ lust and be tortured to
death by them.

The other staff members on the merchant ship all showed fear.

They also knew that they had encountered the cruelest gang of scum among space
pirates.




It seemed that they might not be able to escape from this calamity today.
Therefore, they could only fight to the death.

Their originally terrified eyes gradually became firm.

Even if they died, they still had to make these space pirates pay a high enough price.
All the staff were prepared.

Naturally, David also heard the unabashed dialogue of these space pirates.
David’s frown deepened the more he listened.

Their attitude towards women enraged David.

‘Are they even human?

‘They’re worse than animals!

‘Not only they will take turns, they will even commit necrophilia.’

David wanted to attack them right now and annihilate all of them so that these scum
would also experience the fear of impending doom.

However, he held himself back temporarily.
It was not time yet.
David decided to wait and see until he learned of his opponents’ strength.

Marlee should have a way to handle this. If he attacked out of nowhere, he would only
make things worse.

*
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The space pirates’ conversation did not last long.
They also knew that now was not the time to discuss these things.

They could only slowly enjoy the fruits of victory after robbing the merchant ship in front
of them.




As for how many women were on the merchant ship, they would only know after robbing
it.

In the eyes of these space pirates, this small merchant ship did not even bear a crest,
So it was clear at a glance that this was from a small family.

Hence, they wanted to try their luck.

If this ship could reach the Central Sacred Continent safely, the value of the goods on
board could be multiplied ten times or even dozens of times over.

It was much better than selling them to those big trading houses.
However, there were always risks.

If they made a mistake, not only would their goods be gone, but they might even lose
their lives.

This was the reason why countless small and medium-sized forces in every corner of
Star Kingdom. would still come to take risks knowing that there were space pirates
entrenched at the entrances of the wormholes to the Central Sacred Continent.

After all, the profits were huge.

If they were successful even once, they could get a huge reward.

When the interests were large enough, there would always be someone willing to risk
their lives to give it

atry.

Moreover, there were patrols sent by the Central Sacred Continent to guard the
entrances of various wormholes.

The odds of success were still relatively high.
If the merchants ran into space pirates, it could only mean that they were unlucky.

“Okay, everyone, stop chattering and get down to business!” Said the man that was
addressed as Boss.

“Since Boss has spoken, let’s get down to business.”

At this time, Marlee could not help asking loudly, “What are you




“What are we trying to do? Do you still need to ask? Since you’ve met us, of course,
we’re going to kill you all and rob you clean,” one of the space pirates replied with a
smile.

“Aren’t you space pirates afraid of retribution for committing so many sins?” Marlee
cursed angrily.

Since she ran into these guys, it was useless to say any more.

Unless she was stronger than them, the space pirates would not let go of any merchant
ships.

“‘Retribution? Hahaha! | have been in the space pirate industry for so many years, and
so many people died by my hands! Not to mention most of them died of brutal torture.
So Ma’am, where is the retribution you mentioned? Why have | never seen it? If there is
retribution, let it happen to me! | am not afraid. Hahaha!” The boorish voice barked as
he guffawed.

He was the boss of this group of space pirates and the people working for him would
call him Boss.

He had been in this area for many years, and he was notoriously cruel.
If he took action, he would spare no one’s life.
However, he was quite self-aware.

He would only rob the merchant ship of small forces like this one and he would never
touch medium or large forces’ merchant ships.

That was why he could live until now.
“God is always watching. You scum and degenerates will suffer retribution sooner or
later, and then it will be the time for you to atone for the sins of those who died by your

hands!” Marlee continued to curse.

Since she could not change the ending, she should at least let herself curse at them as
much as she

wanted.

“‘Really? Then let it come quickly! | can’t wait, but whether that day comes or not, you
will never have a chance to see it, sweetcheeks. Judging from your voice, you should
be pretty hot, right? After this, | will let you experience the happiness of a woman. |
hope you can bear it. Don’t be like the woman last time, who died before | had my fun.
Hahaha!”




“You... You scum! You degenerate! If your mother knew that she had given birth to a

scoundrel like you who would commit all kinds of evil, she would definitely have
strangled you to death, lest you come out and harm others now.”




