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‘Janet nodded and then headed to the tea room to
brew a cup of coffee for Vivian. "It's not the finest
brew, but it'll have to do."

As Janet sat across from Vivian, she asked
pointedly, "What brings you to me today?"

Vivian took a sip of her coffee and grimaced, the
instant flavor leaving a bad taste in her mouth. “I'm
here on business," she said directly.

Janet asked, "What can | do for you about
business?"




Vivian gave a helpless shrug. "lI've taken on |
additional responsibilities in the wake of Miss
Turner's departure and this was her plan.
Unfortunately, Mr. Larson is currently out of the
country on business, so I'm unsure of his stance.
That's why I'm here, seeking your opinion."

Janet, who had initially thought Vivian's visit was
out of goodwill, now had suspicions about her true
intentions.

She then remembered Brandon's warning to be
~ cautious around Vivian.
"If you're willing to help, we can solidify our
ership today," Vivian pressed on.

| can't help, for | have some un
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children's clothing design competition today, and
1 believe she would be perfect for this project."

After a moment of thought, Vivian replied coolly,
‘I appreciate your recommendation, but | would
prefer to work with someone I'm familiar with. Mrs.
Larson, I've seen your design, and | like your work
more."

Vivian was obviously aware that Janet was
attempting to decline.

“But, you haven't worked with Tasha before. And
~ trust me, you won't be disappointed,’ Janet
isted. In Vivian's opinion, Janet was strongly:




d with Janet at W Marks Studio. .,
sha was ecstatic and believed that Vivian had
heard of her name through her design works. "It's

an honor to be acknowledged by you," she
~ exclaimed, like a fish in water.

Vivian, however, had a different notion, with a
cryptic grin on her face she quipped, "I've been
privy to the hearsay regarding Seth's predicament.
Your husband was known to swim against the tide
when it came to the Larson Group before going to

Feeling embarrassed, Tasha corrected her in a
hushed tone, "We are no longer together, and he"s;




like a deflated balloon.

. "Tasha is going to take maternity leave. Can she
finish this project before that?" Elizabeth had

witnessed the tense scene unfold before her.
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‘I have no choice but to rely on Tasha. If it proves
~ to be too much, I'll lend a helping hand with the




