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Chapter $31

Zock was a little bummed out and said in a low voice, “You can’t even remem
ber his face, why is he more important to you than me?”

Comelia explained, “You guys are just as important to me. | won’t let Jeremy b
admouth you guys. I've already told him how important you guys are”

Hearing this, Zack and Abigail were elated, “You mentioned us to Jeremy?”

Cornelia responded, “You guys have been my friends since childhood, my bes
t friends, and the most important people in my life. How could I not tell him?”

Hearing this, Zack was satisfied, “/’'m not trying to slag off Jeremy this time. | a
ctually think he could be the one for you.”

Comelia was curious, “Why the sudden change of heart about him?”
Zack said, “Because of you, of course
Zack and Abigail knew Cornelia better than anyone, having grown up with her

Cornelia had always felt insecure due to family issues Two major incidents lat
er on made her develop a sensitive and suspicious nature. /t’s difficult for her t
o trust new people, let alone open her heart to someone

Jeremy, even after filing for divorce, managed to get Cornelia to let her guard
down and want to spend her life with him. This showed that something must h
ave happened between Jeremy and Comelia that made her trust him.

If Cornelia trusted him, then Jeremy must be a trustworthy guy.

Cornelia asked with a smile, “Is it because you guys love me, so you also love
the perron | love?”

Zack said. “Yeah, we trust you and you trust him. So we’re willing to trust him t
Oo”



Cornelia and Jeremy’s marriage was sudden, and she hadn’t mentioned Jere
my to Zack and Abigail before the wedding Coupled with Jeremy’s actions afte
r the wedding, they had some reservations about him.

Now that they’re willing to accept Jeremy, Comelia was over the moon and ga
ve them a big hug. “Zack, Abby. | love you guys!”

Zack
added, ‘1 hope you’re happier than all of us, especially happier than those sch
mucks from Rosenberg who bullied you.”

Mentioning Rosenberg. Abigail gave Zack a look, “Stop bringing up that old m
ess. Let’s eat before the food gets cold. These fish and chips are best when h
Ot”

Zack said, “Yeah, let’s eat”

Comelia smiled calmly, “Zack, Abby. The thing with Rosenberg is ancient hist
ory now it doesn’t affect me anymore. You don’t need to tiptoe around it.”

Zack and Abigail looked at Cornelia, “You really don’t care anymore?”

Cornelia nodded,

“ had a long talk with grandma at Southern Peak. She told me that you can’t a
lways live in the past, you have to

look forward. She said that if my father could see me, he would want me to be
happy. Do you think | should care about what unimportant people think of me,
or should | focus on living my life well. so my father can rest in peace?”

Abigail nodded vigorously, “Nelly, you’re thinking right. You should live your lif
e
well and make everyone envious. Use your happiness to counter all the gossi

p.”

Zack said, “Yeah, what’s
Important is that you live your life well, don’t mind what others say. But speaki
ng of which, did you talk about this with Jeremy?”

Cornelia said, “Tve thought it through, /'l tell him when | see him”



Zack nodded, “Yeah, clear the air to avoid any misunderstandings. Do you kn
ow when Jeremy is coming back to Riverton? I think your second wedding an
niversary is coming up.”

III

Comelia said, ‘1 actually wanted to discuss
this with him yesterday, but his phone got stolen.”

Zack said, “Thieves really are the worst. Losing your phone is such a hassle. |
f I had to choose, /’d rather lose some money than my phone”
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Abigail said, “He’s not in Hong Kong right now, probably a real pain to get a n
ew SIM band Such a headache.”

Comelia responded, “As long as he’s okay, that’s all that matters. You can alw
ays buy a new phone, no need to stress about it.”

Zack chimed in, “The moving boxes | ordered online have arrived. After dinner
, Il go get them. We’ve got some free time these days, might as well start mo
ving stuff to the new place.”

Comelia agreed, “Sounds good.” She had the same idea. The more they mov
ed now the less they’d have to deal with later. Once the new place was ready,
they could just pack a backpack and move in easily.

Abigail added, ‘1 mentioned you guys to my boyfriend today. He’s free this we
ekend and he’s gonna treat us to dinner. You guys can check him out for me”

Comelia replied, “‘He seems quite proactive”

Zack muttered, “Always beanng gifts for no reason, either a scammer or a thie
f.

Abigail punched him lightly. “We’re officially together now; you’re not allowed t
0 bad-



mouth him behind his back. You can observe him when we meet, if you think t
here’s something off, tell me directly.”

Zack

rubbed the spot where he’d been hit, feeling more and more wronged, almost
to the point of tears, Tve raised two girls with so much effort, only for them to
be taken away so easily. Now | even get hit for speaking my mind. You two for
get me as soon as you see your boyfriends. You don’t love me anymore.”

Cornelia quickly put a piece of fish into his plate, “Zack, don’t cry. No matter w
ho we marry, you’ll always be our favorite friend, and no one can replace you i
n our

hearts

Zack pretended to wipe his tears, ate the fish Cornelia gave him, and said, “C
ornelia remember what you said today. If Jeremy and | both fall into the water,
you have to save me first.”

Comelia answered, “You can swim.”
Zack said, ‘l can, but even if | dont, you have to save me!
Cornelia replied, “Okay, okay, I'll save you first.”

Abigail said, “Zack, you’re so dramatic. I’'m going to throw up the food I just at

7

e

Zack asked, “If your boyfriend and | both fall into the water, who would you sa
ve?”

J

Abigail also put some food into his plate, “/’ll save you, of course. If | don't, we
Il all be sickened to death by your drama.”

Zack said, “ just love you guys.”
Cornelia and Abigail responded, “Eww!”
And so, they finished their meal amidst the lively chatter.

Cornelia was in charge of cooking. Abigail cleaned up the table after the meal,
and Zack took on dishwashing duty.



After cleaning up, they went to fetch their package.

Zack had bought boxes of various sizes, the largest ones for bulky items like g
uilts and the sturdiest ones for books.

In this house, the most precious items were the

books on the living room bookshelf

They all loved reading, especially unique books. Once they found a good one,
they would immediately buy it, bring it home, leisurely read it, and then share
their thoughts.

Due to their love for books, the living room bookshelf was overflowing. So, the
y made two wooden shelves themselves for the books they’d read, piling them

up
there

These shelves were not covered and they were often too busy to clean, so ma
ny books were covered in dust.
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Abigail was tidying up, chatting away. “Our new place has got its own study, a
nd the bookshelf is massive We won’t have any issues with storage for our bo
oks.”

Cornelia chimed in, “Yeah, once we move in, we can just splurge on books. L
ots and lots of books.”

Zack dropped in, 1 saw a rare book online the other day, and it was so good it
had me drooling. Guess how much the seller was asking?”

Comelia and Abigail asked, “How much?”
Zack held up a hand. “This figure!”

Cornelia and Abigail asked, “Five thousand?”



Zack clutched his chest, “Fifty thousand!”

Abigail exclaimed, “Why doesn’t he just rob a bank? Good books should be sh
ared with people who can appreciate them. If they end up with someone who
doesnt, isn’t that just a waste?”

Comelia kept repeating. “Fifty thousand? Fifty thousand? That’s pricier than th
e study | saw.” She thought of the study in Marcus‘ Celestial Chateau. Clearly,
not only was the construction cost high, but the rare books inside were worth

a fortune

Abigail asked, “What are you talking about?”

Cornelia explained, “I've seen one of Marcus studies. /t’s like a library, filled wi
th rare books we've never heard of. If each book is worth fifty thousand, then t
he books in his study could be worth millions”

Abigail was shocked, “Oh my God!”

Cornelia added, “If he ever lets me borrow his study, | might lock myself in the
re for months.”

Zack was frustrated, “We’re nothing compared to these rich people. Even their
books are better than ours. He’s got all these rare books. Does he even read
them? Or are they just for show?”

Comelia replied. “He definitely reads them. | borrowed a rare book from him o
nce, and there were some words | didn’t understand. So | had to look at the fo
otnotes. But he knew them all. He’s like a walking encyclopedia.”

Abigail said, “Cornelia, the more you say, the more | fancy your President Hart
ley. Even if | know /’d vanish if | married him, /’d still do it.”

Zack scoffed, “You certainly have a unique set of values.”

Abigalil retorted. “You’re a guy, you wouldn’t understand. But | can tell you. Im
agine a man as handsome as Marcus, just his face and body are drool-
worthy. Plus, he’s got a huge business empire, as well as vast knowledge. Su
ch a man theoretically doesn’t exist, he only exists in fiction. In reality, if a girl
ever meets a man like this, how could she resist?”

Zack confidently said, “Cornelia could resist.”



Abigail disagreed, “1 don’t think so! Cornelia thought Marcus looked familiar th
e first day she met

him. You’re saying Cornelia could resist? Cornelia is just married, and she’s o
nly a subordinate to Marcus, so she doesn’t dare to have feelings for hire But t
hat doesn’t mean Comelia doesn’t like Marcus.”

Zack turned to Cornelia, “Is that what you really think?”

Cornelia lifted her head from a pile of books, slowly saying, “Zack, you guys u
nderstand men better, and we understand women better.”

Zack asked. “Really? You really have feelings for Marcus?”

Cornelia replied, “Not exactly. Like you said, who wouldn’t like a good—
looking, well-built, rich, knowledgeable, and nice—

voiced guy? Of course, this kind of liking is like when we see male celebrities.
It's merely admiration. Or to be more specific, we can look but not touch.”

But what Cornelia didn’t say was that this was her previous thought. After witn
essing something between Marcus and Natalia, she no longer thought of Marc
us as an untouchable deity

Abigail high—fived Cornelia, “That’s exactly it.”

After a pause, Abigail added, “But if Marcus wanted to be with me, /'d definitel
y say yes. Better yet, have a child. | hope | can have a son
as handsome as him. He’d definitely turn heads when | take him out.”

Zack was speechless.

Cornelia asked, “Abigail, do you really think so?”

Abigail replied, “Haven’t you ever thought about it?”
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“I've never thought about sleeping with him” Suddenly, Comella began to und
erstand what Natalia was feeling.

Knowing that there was no future with that man, yet still wanting to be with him
because of his irresistible charm.

Man, once she fell for someone, it was hard to tum back.

In the middle of their chat, Comelia’s personal phone buzzed twice. She quickl
y turned around, picked up her phone and glanced at WhatsApp. She wasn’t d
iIsappointed this time; a message from Jeremy: [Comelia]

He only sent one name.

Cornelia immediately sent him a long message: [Did you get your new phone?
Did you get your SIM card replaced? | was worried sick all day yesterday bec
ause you didn’t reply | thought something

might have happened to you. Could you leave a contact of one of your colleag
ues or do you have a spare phone number? So | can reach you if something li
ke this happens again.]

Comelia sent such a long message, but Jeremy only replied: Cornelia, I’'m sorr
y, | didn’t consider all that]

Comelia replied [/t’s okay, but could you send me a message
from someone else’s phone if something similar happens in the future?]

Jeremy replied: [Alnight.]

Comelia replied: [Jeremy, can you say more than one word? How are we sup
posed to continue chatting like this?]

Jeremy answered: [What did you want to talk about yesterday?]

Comelia replied. [Our wedding anniversary

IS coming up soon. | want to know when you’ll be able to return to Riverton. W
here shall we meet?]

Jeremy replied: [8th of May, you pick the place. Anywhere is fine]

Cornelia thought for a while, this was actually her first date with Jeremy She h
ad a lot to say to him, so she wanted to meet in a quiet place.



Riverton had many quiet places suitable for dates, but the ones Cornelia knew
of were quite expensive. Not very suitable for small business owners and wor
kers like them.

After much consideration, Comelia thought of a place she could afford, and th
e ambiance was also suitable for a date: [How about the
restaurant at Harmony Hills Estates?]

Jeremy replied: [Sure]

Comelia replied: [Then how about we meet at 11 a.m. on the 8th of May?]
Jeremy replied: [Sure]

Cornelia replied: [If you have nothing else to say, /I'll get back to my stuff.]
Jeremy replied: [Cornelia.]

Cornelia replied: [Hmm?]

Really, just say it straight out. He’d been acting like squeezing a toothpaste tu
be, making her guess what he wanted to say.

Jeremy replied: [l really want to have a good life with you]
Cornelia replied: [Me too.]

After sending the message, Jeremy didn’t reply for a long time. Just when Cor
nelia thought he wouldn’t reply anymore, he finally sent a longer message

[Cornelia, | value our marriage very much. | really want to spend each day
well with you. | didn’t tell you before, but actually I’'m already in Riverton. | didn
’t see you because | had my own concerns]
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When Comelia saw the message, her heart sank. She texted back: [What’s bo
thering you?|

It took Jeremy a while before he replied: [I’m afraid that my appearance and Id
entity will disappoint you I'm
scared I’'m not the husband of your dreams. I’'m also worried you’ll leave me.]

“Leave me”felt like a poisoned arrow piercing Cornelia’s heart, leaving her bre
athless

People often said, a happy childhood could heal a lifetime of pain, while an un
happy one took a lifetime to recover from. This phrase hit home for both Jere
my and

her.

Seeing Comelia’s pale face, Zack and Abigail approached her, “What’s wrong
?”

Comelia shook her head, I'm fine.”

Zack cautiously asked, “Is there something going on with Jeremy?”

“Really, it’s nothing. We’re just discussing meeting up” Comelia took a deep br
eath, squared her emotions, and replied to Jeremy: [Jeremy, I’'m your wife. No
matter what you look like, as long as you truly want to spend the rest of your li
fe with me, accept you. | won’t let you down]

This time, Jeremy replied quickly: [You better keep your word, no take backs!]

Seeing his reaction, Cornelia’s heart ached even more She replied. | promise,
no take backs]

Jeremy responded [You don’t need to sweatr, | trust you.]

The conversation paused again.

After a moment’s thought, Comelia asked: [/t’s late, have you had dinner?]
Jeremy replied [Yeah]

Comelia asked What did you eat?]



Jeremy replied: [Pasta]

Comelia was at a loss for words. Did this man even know how to chat? She
had been so proactive, why couldn’t he say more?

If their meet up was like this, wouldn’t it be painfully awkward?

Cornelia didn’t respond. After a while, Jeremy messaged: [Why aren’t you talki
ng?]

Cornelia frowned. [/I've been the one asking questions, don’t you have somethi
ng you want to tell me?]

Jeremy replied: [Yes]

Cornelia waited for him to speak, but he stayed silent. She asked [If you have
something to say, why aren’t you saying it?)

Jeremy replied. I’'m afraid I’/ annoy you if | talk too much.]
So, he was worried about the same thing as her,

Cornelia replied: [| won't find you annoying, I’m just scared you have nothing t
o talk aljout, that you don’t want to share your life and work. Jeremy, I'm also
worried about the same stuff you are. Heck, /I've even got other womnes, but it
’s hard to explain over text. Let’s talk face to face when we meet up.]

At Cornelia’s message, Marcus coughed in excitement, replying: [Okay.]

Dr Dawson immediately supported him, “Marcus, you’ve just

woken up from unconsciousness, just out of danger. You need to rest. Can yo
u please put the phone down? Whatever it is, it can wait until you’re better, or |
et Ben handle it.”

Im chatting

with Cornelia.” Marcus had just regained consciousness. He was weak, but th
e first thing he did when he woke up was to grab his phone and open his chat
with Cornelia.

He knew, Cornelia would be looking for him.

Cornelia“



Always Cornelia!
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He Just got settled, and started chatting with Cornelia. Clearly, this girl was no
t his antidote, but rather the poison that could take his life.

Just as Dr. Dawson was full of gripes, Marcus calmly asked, “You seem pretty
upset with Cornelia?”

Dr. Dawson was taken aback. Was he a mind mader or something?
She awkwardly laughed. “Comelia is so nice, how could | be upset with her?”

Marcus was stanng at his phone, not looking at her. He asked softly. “Did she
call me while | was out?”

Dr. Dawson knew she couldn’t hide it. She didn’t dare to either, “She
called for ‘Marcus not Jeremy‘| answered for you”

Marcus asked, “What did you tell her?”

Dr. Dawson said, “Just as you instructed, | didn’t dare to tell her about your co
ndition just told her you weren’t available.”

“Comelia is my wife!” After Marcus said that, he fell silent Dr. Dawson couldn’t
figure him out and was getting more anxious.

After a while, she cautiously asked, “Marc, if you have something to say, just s
pit it out. Don’t make me guess.”

Marcus asked, “Wasn’t | clear enough?”
Dr. Dawson said. “Maybe | just didn’t get what you were trying to say.”

Marcus said, “Cornelia is my wife, the closest person to me by law. Not only d
oes slje own half of my wealth, half of my life is hers too. Even if one day I'm a



t death’s door, the only person who can sign off on me giving up treatment is
Cornelia

Dr. Dawson was shocked, “Marc, you were the one who asked
me to keep your illness from
Cornelia before you passed out. | did as you instructed.”

Marcus said, “l asked you to keep my condition secret. Did | ask you to be col
d with her? You are my subordinates, but Cornelia is my wife.”

Dr. Dawson went pale and was

speechless. She had always seen Marcus as her own son and thought he sa
w her as a mother. Even with their professional relationship, he was always re
spectful. She never thought he could say something se harsh

No, she had been around him for too long and had become arrogant. He was t
he one who put his own father in jail, and kicked his
own mother cut of the Hartley family.

He was cold—
hearted. How could she ever expect him to treat her like a mother?

After a long while, Dr. Dawson finally composed and tried to defend herself, “
Marc, was just worried about you. Don’t you think you’re being a bit too good t
o Cornelia?”

Marcus slowly looked up at Dr. Dawson.

His face was pale but his eyes were as sharp as ever, “Cornelia is my wife. If |
’m not good to her, who should | be good to?”

Dr. Dawson said, “That’s not what | meant.”
Marcus said, “Please leave.”

Dr. Dawson didn’t answer. She had been with Marcus for so many years, this
was the first time he dismissed her so coldly.

He never treated her like this before. Never.

All because of Cornelia



Jayden, standing outside the room, saw Dr. Dawson walking out of the room i
n a daze. He was

very worried and asked, “Mom, are there any new issues with President Hartle
y’s health?”

Dr. Dawson looked at him and said sadly, “Marc doesn’t see me as his mother

b2
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Jayden was truly puzzled, “You’re not President Hanley’s biological mom to b
egin with, and he doesn’t see you as his mom. | don’t see the big deal here, w
hy are you so worked up?”

“You think it’s not a

big deal?” Dr. Dawson raised her voice emotionally, “Tve been looking after hi
m since he was a lot. /t’s been over twenty years. /'ve spent more time with hi

m than his own parents ever did. | was the one who took him to school on his f
irst day, | was the one by his side when he was sick. For the past twenty years
, Wherever he went, | was there. I've had no personal time because of him.”

Dr. Dawson went on a rant, and Jayden looked at her, calmly replying, “Were
you forced to do all that?”

Dr. Dawson was taken aback, “You...”

Jayden continued, ‘1 know you’re a top—

notch doc, and lots of hospitals would Kill to have you, but think about it, would
you make more bucks working elsewhere than at President Hartley’s? You're
earning big money working for President Hartley /sn’t that fair? If you find the j
ob too exhausting, you can quit. No one’s stopping you. | bet there are tons of
people who would jump at the chance to do it.”

Dr. Dawson pointed at Jayden angrily, “You think /’ve been by President Hartl
ey’s side all these years for the dough?”



Jayden replied,

“If it’s not for the money, then it’s to pay a debt of gratitude? If jt’s the latter, yo
u should be willingly do anything for President Hartley. It doesn’t matter how h
e sees us. Our lives were saved by him, we would’ve been long gone if not for
him.”

These words left Dr. Dawson speechless.

Jayden paused, then said, “Mom, do you know why Patricia was able to serve
two generations of the Hartley family? Do you know why President Hartley re
spects Patricia as if she were his elder? /t’'s because Patricia knows her place.
Even if President Hartley treats Patricia as family, Patricia never asks for mor
e, nor does she think that after taking care of President Hartley for so many ye
ars, he should see her as his mom.”

Dr. Dawson stared at Jayden...

Jayden added, “We are President Hartley’s employees, we do what he says. It
doesn’t matter how he sees us, does it?”

Dr. Dawson fell silent for a while, then suddenly laughed, “If it wasn’t for Corne
lia’s appearance, maybe everything would still be the same...”

“ think you’ve completely lost sight of your place. You thought you were the cl
osest woman to President Hartley, and now that someone’s closer to him than
you. you can’t stand it,” Every word from Jayden was like a needle, piercing
into Dr. Dawson’s heart, “Mom, don’t think like this anymore, or there won’t be
a place for you by President Hartley’s side”

Dr. Dawson clenched her fists, gritted her teeth, and said nothing.

Over at Cornelia’s.

After finishing her WhatsApp chat with Jeremy Artis, she lifted her head, only t
0 see Zack and Abigail staring at her in surprise, “NVhy are you guys looking at
me like

that?”

Abigail asked, “Were you chatting with Jeremy?”

Cornelia replied, “Yes.”



Again, Abigail asked, “What were you guys talking about?”

Stashing her phone behind her back, Cornelia got ready to continue sorting bo
oks, “Just small talk.”
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Zack asked with confusion, “Just a casual chat?”

Comelia replied, “What the heck are you two doing? /t’s like a freaking interrog
ation. Do | have to show you my text messages to make you believe me?”

It was

not that Zack and Abigail didn’t want to believe Cornelia, but it seemed that he
r emotions seemed to fluctuate greatly based on the content of the message.
They were worried that Jeremy was giving her a hard time.

“Look, we’re not doubting you. We’'re just worried about you,” Zack said, pattin
g her shoulder. “Cornelia, remember, if Jeremy dares to mess with you, you’v
e got to tell us. You can’t suffer in silence.”

At the mention of Jeremy, Cornelia’s eyes lit up. “Jeremy would never mess wi
th me

Seeing Comelia’s sweet smile, Zack and Abigail felt relieved and went back to
tidying up their books.

Abigail, being naturally inclined towards gossip, couldn’t resist. “Cornelia, I'm
dying to know, what have you and Jeremy been chatting about?”

Cornelia replied, “He said he’s back in Riverton.”

On hearing this, Abigail jumped up excitedly. “Did he ask you cut tonight? You
can’t agree to meet him at night. If he’s asking you to meet him at night, he’s



obviously trying to get in your pants. Even if you two are married, you can’t ag
ree that easily.”

Abigail, known for her audacity in speaking her mind, made Cornelia blush wit
h embarrassment. /t’s not like that...

But Abigail didnt give Cornelia a chance to speak. “Text him right now and tell
him you can only meet him tomorrow. /’ll give you a makeover and buy you a
sexy outfit. Not that you’re not pretty without it, but /) make you irresistible. | p
romise he won'’t take his eyes off you once you two meet.”

Once Abigail finished, Cornelia finally had a chance to speak. “We’re meeting
on May 8th.”

Hearing this, Abigail looked disappointed. “He’s back in Riverton but he’s not s
eeing you until May 8th? Doesn’t he want to sleep with you at all? Or has he a
Iready found another woman?”

Cornelia replied, “Jeremy is not that kind of person
Abigail said, “Then there’s only one possibility, he’s not into women.”

Cornelia whacked Abigail on the head with a book. “What the hell is going on i
n your head? There’s more to a relationship between a man and a woman tha
n just

b

SexX.

Abigail replied, “You're right, there’s also pure friendship like ours with Zack. B
ut you and Jeremy are married, aren’t you supposed to satisfy each other’s ph
ysical needs? You two can legally have each other yet he’s

not rushing. /t’s kind of suspicious.

Abigail’s words were so straightforward that Cornelia blushed and couldn’t find
the words to argue.

Zack added fuel to the fire from the sideline. “Abigail’s analysis isn’t entirely ba
selessi

Cornelia said, “If you two keep blabbering, /’ll stop cleaning and you can
do it yourselves.”



“Alright, I'll shut up.” Abigail picked up a book, dusted off the cover, and shook
it

lightly. Suddenly, a bank card slid out from the pages. “Why is there a bank ca
rd in here? Who left a bank card in a book?”

Zack said, “1 only have a savings card and a credit card, and | carry them with
me at all times. There’s no way | left a card in a book.”

Abigail picked up the card and saw that in addition to the usual information, th
ere was a name on it — “‘Jeremy*”,

She tried to pronounce it.
“Cornelia, this card has your boyfriend’s name on it. How come his card is at o
ur place?”
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Comella took a look at the card, Jeremy’s name was indeed on it 7 remember
on our (egistration day. Jeremy gave me a bank card | never intended to use

his money, so when | got home, | put the card along with our marriage certific
ate aside, never looked at them again

Abigail asked. “He’s your husband, why not use the money he gave you?”

Camelia replied, “We don’t live together, how could | have the nerve to spend
his money? And who said women must spend men’s money after they get ma
rried? Since we’re a new

family, and | can eam money too, we should both work hard to make our famil
y better”

Zack chimed in, “If you don’t use his money, do you want some other woman t
o use it? Do you know the PIN of the bank card? Why don’t you check how m

uch money is in the card? What if he just gave you an empty card to make yo

u happy?”



Comelia glanced at Zack and said with a hint of displeasure. That’s impossible
, my Jeremy is not that kind of person! During the New Year, he transferred all
the money he earned last year to me and asked me to save it”

Abigail sighed. “You’re too protective of him. We can’t say a word of criticism
about him.”

Comelia answered. “He’s my husband, if | don’t protect him, who will?”

Abigalil said, “From now on, | won’t call you Smelly Nelly anymore, | should cal
| you the Wife Who Wholeheartedly Supports Her Husband”

Cornelia pinched her face. “You’re such a mischief. Where do you get that mo
uth of yours, you’re so talkative”

Abigail pushed Comelia’s hand away, “Your hands are all dusty, you can’t just
touch try face like that. Do
you know how expensive my skincare products am?”

Comelia said. “You’re already beautiful. You don’t need all that skincare produ
cts”

Abigalil replied, “Flattery won’t work.”

Zack said “Alright, alright, less bickering, more packing. We need to finish pac
king these books tonight, so | can take them to the new house when | go to w
ork

tomorrow”

Comelia started packing, but soon a red certificate fell out from the pile of
books, a few letters were printed on the bottom — marriage certificate!

Abigail saw it and asked, “Cornelia, is this your marriage certificate?”
Comelia picked up the certificate, hesitating, “l guess so.”

Abigail said, “No wonder
we couldn’t find it last time when we turned your room upside down, it was in t
he pile of books.”

Abigail and Zack leaned closer to Cornelia, “Open it, let’s see what Jeremy loo
ks like.



Cornelia looked at them, nervously saying, “1 don’t know why, but /’'m feeling
more nervous than the day when we got the marriage certificate.”

Abigail said, “/’'m nervous too!”
Zack said, “Since you’re both nervous, let me open it.”
Abigail slapped away Zack’s outstretched hand, “Let Cornelia do it.”

Cornelia took a deep breath and slowly opened the red certificate. When it wa
s open she saw two photos, one of her and the other should be Jeremy

To her surprise, the man in the photo was Marcus!

The only difference between the man in the photo and Marcus was that Marcu
s always wore a pair of silver—framed glasses, but the man in the photo didn’t

Cornelia’s first reaction was that
this marriage certificate was fake and a prank by Abigalil

She angrily threw the marriage certificate at Abigail, “Abigail, how could you pl
ay such a prank?”
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Zack lightly prodded Abigail’s forehead, “Abigail, are you out of your mind? Ev
en if you’re not using fake certificates to do bad things, the act of making them
is illegal. Don’t ever do that again

“What?” Abigail picked up the mariage certificate and looked at it over and ove
r again Unable to believe that the man in the photo was Marcus, she rubbed h
er eyes, closed them, then opened them again. The photo on the certificate w
as still Marcus‘face, “Ah-”"

She let out a shrill scream, excitedly bouncing around the room,
“‘Oh my God, | can’t believe the two people | wanted to be together are actuall
y married!”



Cornelia said sternly. “You better destroy that fake certificate now, or I’'m done
with you

Abigail presented the mamage certificate to Cornelia and Zack, “Cornelia, Zac
K, look closely. Look at this official seal, and look at this cover, can a fake certi
ficate look this real? Do you really think I’'m so bored that | made a marriage c
ertificate for you and Marcus?”

Comelia and Zack said in unison, “You totally could!”

Alright, she had done this kind of thing before, more than once. In college, she
was infatuated with a male celebrity and made a fake marriage certificate bet
ween her and him. Later, when she started working and developed a crush on
a model, she made another fake marriage certificate between her and him.

Recently she’d been crazy about Marcus, so Cornelia and Zack'’s first reaction
to the harriage certificate was to suspect it was a forgery.

Abigail said, “l swear this time | didn’t do it. Think about it, Marcus never lets p
eople take his picture. Where would | get his photo?”

Comelia firmly believed it was a fake. “You could use software to photoshop it,
you’ve done it before.”

Abigail felt her explanations were in vain, “Cornelia, believe me. | really didn’t
do it this time.”

Zack looked at the photo on the marriage certificate, then at Abigail and Corne
lia, “you didn’t photoshop it, then why do Jeremy and Marcus look the same?
Could Jeremy and Marcus be related somehow?”

Anyway, Zack, like Cornelia, absolutely didn’t believe Marcus and Jeremy wer
e the same person.

Cornelia thought Zack’s guess might be
right, “Yes, | remember Marcus telling me that he’s known Jeremy since they
were kids, so they might be brothers.”

Zack snapped his fingers, “Right, Marcus is probably your uncle.”

The ignored Abigail muttered. “Cornelia, Zack, why don’t you believe that Jere
my is Marcus?”



Cornelia said, “Their names are completely different, how could they possibly
be the same person?”

Zack nodded, “Right.”

Abigail said, “Could Marcus possibly have two identities? After all, it’s not imp
ossible for people as wealthy as them to do this.”

Cornelia stubbornly said, “Impossible! Absolutely not! Jeremy definitely isn’t M
arcus They can’t possibly be the same person!”

At this point, Cornelia could only adamantly deny it, because she knew better t
han Zack and Abigail that the chances of Jeremy and Marcus being the same
person were very high.

Marcus once told her that his wife was from Rosenberg, and his wife’s name
was also Cornelia...
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