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Chapter 821

Today, Comelia was playing the role of the adult. Even in the face of enemies,
even with fear filling her heart, she didn’t let it show

She gritted her teeth, swallowed her fear, and told herself she couldn’t show w
eakness, couldn’t back down, and certainly couldn’t let anyone know she was
scared, because she had to protect Briana standing behind her.

Not until she saw Marcus, who, at that moment, became her rock, did she let
down all her pretenses and show her true self

Looking up at him, Cornelia had so much to say, but before she could open
her mouth, he asked, “What happened to your face?”

Cornelia didn’t want him to worry, so she tried to brush it off with a joke. “/ lost
a fight and bit myself.”

But Marcus didn’t buy it, “Ayden!”

Ayden lowered his head “/ failed to protect Mrs Hartley. President Hartley, I'm
willing to accept any punishment!”

Marcus’face darkened, his eyes cold “You think a punishment would solve ev
erything? She got hurt, and you didn’t tell me?”

If he knew Cornelia was hurt, he wouldn’t have spent so much time watching
her from the second floor...

Cornelia didn’t want Ayden to be punished because of her, so she quickly def
ended him, “If it weren'’t for Ayden arriving in time, Bri and | might have been t
aken away. Don’t blame him, okay?”

Ayden, as always, was expressionless,
“Protecting Mrs. Hartley is my duty. | failed, | should be punished”

Cornelia was speechless.

Marcus said, “Go and accept your punishment.”



“Yes” Before Ayden left, he didn’t forget to handle the two fake cops.

“Bro, can you pay attention to me for once?” Briana felt her brother was beco

ming more and more strange. Clearly, she was the one who first saw him bloc
king the car that kidnapped them, but after he glanced at her to make sure sh
e was alright, he walked straight towards Cornelia, completely ignoring her.

Marcus reached out and patted Briana’s head. ‘/ will handle your things. You a
nd Cornelia rest at home for a few days, don’t worry about anything else.”

Briana bit her lip and whispered,

“Bro, I'm scared. I'm scared that my missing exhibit is just a warning from the
m, and they will do something worse. /t’'s been so many years, but every time |
think of that person, | feel afraid. | hate this feeling of helplessness...”

Marcus interrupted her, “Briana, you need to understand that you’re an adult n
ow. You’re not that little girl who was bullied anymore. You should learn to for
get the things that happened to you when you were young.

h’lf
you keep dwelling on it, those people and things that hurt you will haunt you li
ke a nightmare and you won'’t be able to get rid of them.

“You need to

understand that you have the whole Hartley Group behind you, your grandma,
your brother, and Cornelia. So many people are supporting you, what do you
have

to be afraid of?”

Briana understood all of this, but forgetting the past, overcoming all that linger
ed in her heart, was too difficult.

She had tried. She had tried many times, but failed
each time. Especially when she heard anything related to Brennen, she could
n’t control her fear.

She cried out in despair, “I've tried countless times to forget the past, but ever
y time | dream of those times in the middle of

the night, the past events play like a movie in my mind. The more | try to forge
t, the more dreams | have, and | can’t find a moment of peace...”
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“Briana, just try your best to break free from your fear Your strength is enough
to release yourself, and you’ll see that fear won’t be able to tie you down the f
uture.” Marcus knew exactly what Briana was scared of That incident was also
the main reason Marcus wanted to put Brennen behind bars years ago

Everyone said Marcus was cold blooded, and that he had no compassion Bria
na used to think that way too, because she fell her brother treated her just like
any other person. She thought he didn’t care about her, she felt that even if s
he died, he wouldn’t give a damn.

Until one day, she got hurt. When she woke up in the middle of the night in pai
n, she saw him sitting by her bed, applying ointment to her wounds with conce
rn in his eyes.

That’s when she realized, she wasn’t the kid everyone despised. The ones wh
o hated her were just her mom and dad. Her brother and grandma loved her v
ery, very much.

Her grandma had taken her in when she was little, and she wouldn’t be

locked in the punishment room for talking too much anymore. She

could also eat whatever she liked Her brother, he was always silently caring fo
r her.

Thinking about this, Briana felt much better. Til try to
let go of my fear | can’t allow it control me anymore.”

Marcus nodded “Good. Get in the car, let’s go home.”
Briana, “Mhm”

Marcus drove, leaving the passenger seat for Cornelia. Briana took her place i
n the backseat without being told. He was focused on driving, and didn’t say a
word. Neither did Cornelia nor Briana. The three of

them arrived at the Hartley Mansion in silence



By the time they got home, Briana was too tired, mostly mentally. She didn’t e
ven eat dinner and went straight to bed

Cornelia had a lot of questions. So she pulled Marcus into a room, “President
Hartley, can you tell me how Brennen hurt Bri?l want to help her, but | don’t kn
ow the whole story, so | don’t know how to help her.”

Marcus smiled, but it was a cold smile that couldn’t warm anyone’s heart. “Bef
ore | answer your question, you need to answer me three.”

Cornelia, “Ask away. Whether it’s three or ten, no problem.”
Marcus, “Are you afraid of snakes?”

As soon as she heard the word, Cornelia got goosebumps all over. “/ am. And
| think most people around me are.”

Marcus asked again, “What would you do if you were locked up with a snake?

7

Cornelia, “I think /I'd freak out”

Marcus. “What if you were locked in a completely dark room with a snake? Ho
w long do you think you could /ast?”

Just the thought of it filled Cornelia with fear. She hesitated for a few seconds
before she realized. “You mean...

Chapter
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Comelia didn’t even dare to voice her suspicion, it was such a monstrous thou
ght. If someone had even an ounce of sympathy left in them, they couldn’t pos
sibly do such a thing to their own child



Cornelia desperately wanted Marcus to deny it, to tell her that she was mistak
en, but instead, he nodded heavily

Comelia’s faith crumbled instantly, she could practically hear her heart shatteri
ng “SO__”

“So | had him thrown in jail Marcus suddenly laughed, a cold, ruthless gleam i
n his smile. “If he dares to hurt anyone | care about again, | won’t hesitate to c
huck him back

7

in.
“I'll support you no matter what,” Cornelia said
That was all he needed to hear! That was exactly what Marcus wanted.

“He went after Bri when she was just a kid,” he continued.

“That little thug locked her up in a cramped, dark room The bastard didn’t eve
n stop. Instead, he chucked a bunch of snakes in there with her Left her there
for two days...

These were the things Marcus knew about. There were still things he
didn’t know, things Briana was too scared to mention even now.

Comelia reached out carefully pressing his large hand against her unswollen c
heek. “Can we help Bri get through this nightmare together?”

“Yeah,” he replied, the word rough and warm as it rolled off his tongue.

Cornelia turned her head, pressing a light
kiss to the back of his hand. Marcus was surprised by her
action, but he quickly leaned in, seeking her lips, and kissing her softly.

Just as their lips met, there was a knock at the door. Cornelia tried to pull awa
y in a panic, but Marcus quickly caught her waist, pulling her back into his stro
ng arms.

The kiss continued, sweet and gentle.

And the knocking continued. “Marc, Dr. Lester brought some anti—
swelling meds. You should apply it on Nelly’s face.”



The voice made Marcus let go of Cornelia. He gently touched her injured face,
hardly daring to apply pressure. “Does it hurt? Let me apply the medicine.”

“It doesn’t really hurt anymore.” Cornelia said

Marcus fetched the medicine from the door. He asked Cornelia to sit on the be
d, squeezed some ointment on her face, and gently spread it evenly with his fi
nger. “You can’t be reckless like today. If you can’t fight, hide. You can’t get h
urt again.”

“l wanted to hide” Cornelia said. “But if | did, he would’ve hurt Bri. She is your
sister, how could | let her get hurt?”

Before, Marcus always felt that Cornelia cared for Briana way more than him.
From her words, he realized that part of why she cared for Briana was becaus
e Briana was his sister. In other words, if Briana wasn't his sister, she wouldn’t
be treated as she was now.

Without thinking. Marcus leaned in and kissed Cornelia again. The kiss lasted
for a long time, until Cornelia felt a bit dizzy

Their moment was interrupted by a phone call. The caller ID
showed Hannah. Cornelia answered at once, ‘Hannah...”

“Hannah,” she said, “Can we go out for a drink? Just the two of us, no one els

7

G

Hannah sounded down, and Cornelia nodded. “Sure, where are you? I’ll come
find you right now”
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Hannah, “/’ll text you the address”



Cornelia quickly checked the received address It was near Blueshell Mansion
and about a half hour drive from the Hartley Mansion, assuming traffic was cle
ar. Til head out now, | should be there in about half an hour”

Hannah responded, Ill be waiting for you”

After ending the call, Comelia turned to Marcus and asked, “Has Steven retur
ned to Harbor City yet?”

Marcus replied, “Steven is in charge of a major project in Harbor City He will b
e there today and tomorrow”

Cornelia said, “That’s good Hannah asked me out for a drink. She’s been feeli
ng a bit off lately, so | should probably go keep her company”

Marcus felt a twinge of disappointment hearing she was suddenly called away
but didn’t stop Cornelia from meeting her friend. “/ can drive you there.”

Cornelia responded, “You need to get up early tomorrow | can drive myself. If
| end up drinking too much, we can stay at a nearby hotel for the night”

She wanted to stay at a hotel alone? Marcus would never agree. Two girls dri
nking and staying at a hotel afterwards was too risky “I’m driving you”

Marcus insisted on

driving her, so Cornelia didn’t refuse anymore. “The address Hannah sent is n
ear Blueshell Mansion. You can drop me off and stay there. This will save you
the back and forth and give you more time to rest and prepare for tomorrow
morning”

Marcus agreed, “Alright, we’ll stay there tonight”

Granny Luisa, Granny Rebecca, and Patricia were all still up. Hearing they we
re heading out and would be staying
at Blueshell Mansion, the three exchanged glances.

Granny Luisa said, “Marc, come with me to my study”
Marcus asked, “What’s up?”

Granny Luisa headed towards the study and responded, “Just follow me! No n
eed for so many questions.”



Marcus let go of Cornelia’s hand. “Wait for me here.”
Comelia nodded, “Okay”

Once they left, Cornelia quickly went to Granny Rebecca and Patricia “Granny
, Patricia, what do you think Granny Luisa wants to talk to Marc about?”

Granny Rebecca and Patricia. “We have no clue.”

“Really, you have no idea?” Cornelia didn’t believe them, her sparkling eyes fi
xed on them.

They quickly became uncomfortable under Cornelia’s gaze. “Why don’t you go
eavesdrop?”

Hearing this, Cornelia said, “I'll go have a listen then.”

She tiptoed to the door of Granny Luisa’s study pressed her ear against it, and
heard Granny Luisa talking

“Marc. | understand you’re young and are quite interested in mantal activities.
But you have to consider Nelly’s health.

She might be pregnant. The fetus is very delicate in the first three months, eve
n the slightest mishap could... So you have to control yourself during this time
. Don’t always be all over Nelly”

Marcus asked, “Who told you Nelly was pregnant?”

Granny Luisa answered, “Your behaviors have been pretty obvious. Do we ne
ed someone else to tell us?”

Marcus asked, “What obvious things have we done?”

Granny Luisa said, “Recently, Nelly’s lips have been swollen and haven’t reco
vered... You’re not going to tell me that you’ve only been kissing and haven'’t
done anything else. right?
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The second she heard that, Cornelia felt so embarrassed she couldn’t bear to
listen anymore. She blushed and hurriedly left.

Seeing her red-
faced exit, Granny Rebecca and Patricia asked with concern. “Nelly, what did
you hear? Why’s your face so rep

‘Just... tell Mare I'm waiting for him outside when he comes out Cornelia quic
kly walked away after barely finishing her sentence, knowing they’d interrogat
e her if she had

slayed.

Comelia waited forever in the garage until Marcus finally showed up. She didn
‘t know what he and Granny had chitchatted about and felt too awkward to ask
. She kept quiet after getting into the car

“‘Why aren’t you asking about my chat with Granny? Marcus asked first.

Cornelia didn’t want to ask. She knew he’d spill the beans if she did, and she
wasn'’t keen on dealing with that kind of awkwardness. “Granny Luisa wanted
a private chat

with you for a reason. I’'m considerate. | don’t want to put you in a tight spot

Marcus just chuckled and didn’t say more. They arrived safely at the location
Hannah had sent

Marcus parked on the side of the road. “We’re staying at Blueshell Mansion to
night. Give me a ring after your meeting. /I'll come pick you up.”

Cornelia replied. “The Mansion is just a short walk from here, and it’d be quick
er to walk than drive. No need to pick me up. | can walk back. You should get
some rest”

Marcus. “Can’t | walk over to get you?”
Comelia. “That works too.”

After getting out of the car and closing the door, she headed towards the buildi
ng. Much to her surprise, she bumped into Leonardo, whom she hadn’t seen f
or a while. “Cornelia, what a coincidence, didn’t expect to run into you here.”



“Yeah, small world: Cornelia replied, feeling a bit uneasy, and instinctively loo
king back.

Following her gaze, Leonardo noticed the familiar luxury car. “President Hartle
y is really good to you, even letting his driver chauffeur you around.”

Cornelia relaxed hearing that. “Yes. | gotta go if there’s nothing else.”
Leonardo, “This place isn’t cheap, who are you meeting?”

Cornelia, “A friend.”

Leonardo, “Which friend?”

Cornelia, “Are you implying that my friends aren’t posh enough to afford this pl
ace?”

Leonardo, “Not at all! | just wondered if you were meeting your husband. Whe
n we first met, you mentioned you were married. /t’'s been a year and | still hav
en’t met your husband, so I'm curious.”

Cornelia. “I'll introduce him to you when the time’s right.”

Leonardo, “Don’t trick me | really wanna see the man who won you over.”

Cornelia repeated what she had just said, “If there’s nothing else, | need to go
in.”

Leonardo, “Go ahead”

Leonardo watched her go into the building, he turned to leave but the parked c
ar nearby honked. He looked over and saw the

car window slowly roll down. Clearly, someone wanted to talk to him Leonardo
approached the car, upon closer inspection, he recognized the driver was Ma
rcus, “Marc, didn’t expect you here. You’re driving for your

assistant now?”
Marcus replied. “Is there a problem?”
Leonardo said, “Not at all, if you’re okay with it.”

Marcus suggested, “Fancy a drink?”



“Sure! Where to?” Leonardo opened the car door and quickly jumped into the
passenger seat, “I’'m honored to be chauffeured by the big—
shot CEO of the Hartley Group”

Impulsive Vow to an Enigmatic Husband ( Cornelia Stewart )

Score 9.9

Impulsive Vow to an Enigmatic Husband ( Cornelia Stewart ) Full Episode

Chapter 826
Marcus retorted, “Am | your chauffeur?”

Leonardo replied. “You can drive your assistant, why can’t you drive me? Is it
because I'm not as pretty as Cornelia and don’t deserve it?

Marcus didn’t say anything more and drove toward Blueshell Mansion

Sitting in the passenger seat, Leonardo suddenly sighed. “/ really want to kno
w what kind of man Cornelia’s husband is. She gave up all her suitors for that
man”

Marcus responded, “What nonsense are you talking about? She’s busy every
day, where would she get suitors?”

Leonardo said, “I’'m one”
Marcus cut him off, “You?”

Leonardo explained, “/ like Cornelia, and | wanted to pursue her the first time |
saw her. You know that. But she’s married, so she rejected me. Now /’'ve kno
wn her for over a year and | still haven’t met the man who stole her away.”

This guy had the nerve to say he stole her away!

Marcus made a mental note, but showed no reaction, “Who else is pursuing h
er, besides you?”

Leonardo said, “You, of course. Marc, honestly, /'ve noticed
more than once that you like your assistant.”

Marcus asked. “Why would you think that?”



Leonardo explained. “It’s past nine in the evening, well past your company’s u
sual end of work time. Yet here you are, still driving your assistant around. Th
at’s not something a normal boss does.”

Marcus asked, “Have you gotten even dumber recently?”
Leonardo asked, “What are you talking about?”

Soon, Marcus drove Leonardo to the Blueshell Mansion parking garage, “Com
e to my place, | have something to show you.”

Leonardo asked, “What is it?”
Marcus didn’t say more, the two went upstairs together.

After entering the house and leaving Leonardo in the living room, Marcus went
straight back to his bedroom. When he came out, he was holding a marriage
certificate, “Have a look.”

“A marriage certificate? Your
marriage certificate?” Leonardo took it, feeling a bit nervous. “/ didn’t expect to
see your wife in a photo before meeting her in person.”

Why was he nervous about meeting Marcus‘ wife? He was so nervous he was
afraid to open the marnage certificate, worried that the girl in the photo would
n’t be his type.

Marcus said, “Just take a look.”

Leonardo slowly opened the marriage certificate, and the girl in the photo was
Cornelia! He found it a bit funny. “Marc, are you forging a marriage certificate?
You have a wife, and yet you made a fake marriage certificate with Cornelia. |
sn’tthat a bit much?”

“You really have become stupid. Does that stamp look fake?” Marcus took bac
k the marriage certificate and carefully put it away

He handled it as
if it were the most precious thing in the world, “Cornelia, is my wife. She is my
lawful wife”

After a moment of shock, Leonardo finally digested the news, “Cornelia is your
wife? She’s the woman your grandmother arranged for you to marry?”



Marcus. “Yes”

After getting this confirmation, Leonardo felt like his world was crumbling. “So
you two have been playing me all along?”

Marcus said, “‘Why would | mess with you?”

Chapter 827

Leonardo replied, “Aren’t you just pulling m
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Leonardo replied, “Aren’t you just pulling my leg? So what’s going on with you
r marriage, why didn’t you tell me? Marcus, you made me feel like a complete
idiot this past

year.”

Marcus casually replied. “Not just this year”

Leonardo didn’t expect Marcus to outright call him an idiot and got so mad he
turned red. “Marcus,

| thought we were friends, but in your eyes, I’'m just an idiot! /'ve decided. from
now on, that we’re no longer friends. | won't listen to you, | won't. In short, do
n’t expect me to do anything for you ever again.”

Marcus said, “Fine, then you can leave.”
Leonardo asked, “What did you say?”
Marcus replied, “/ said you can leave.”

Leonardo asked, “You wanted to have a drink with me, now you want me to le
ave? Did you just invite me here to flaunt your marriage certificate?”

Marcus said, “Yes”



Leonardo was furious, “Marcus, you are so cruel.”
Marcus said, “/ just remembered, Cornelia doesn’t let me drink, so | can’t.”

Leonardo said, “You heartless man! Not only are you flaunting your marriage
certificate, but also your wife. Let me tell you, any girl is sweet and kind at the
beginning of her marriage. But the long haul of marriage can turn them into
shrews. Don’t celebrate too soon. One day, you’ll regret it, and you’ll be envio
us of my single life.”

Marcus said. “Women becoming shrews after marriage is not entirely their faul
t. Their change has a lot to do with their husbands. It’s the man’s negligence t
hat makes. women become more unlike themselves before marriage. If the hu
sband treats her like

he did before marriage, why would she become someone even she dislikes?”

Leonardo asked, “What kind of perspective is that?”
Marcus said, “Just observe the people around you, see if I'm right”

Leonardo said, “/ never expected you to be interested in these things.
| thought the only things you’d care about would be money-related.”

Marcus said, “I didn’t pay attention before, but after getting married,

| started to. After all, both Cornelia and | are newlyweds. We don’t have any e
Xperience in managing a marriage. She doesn’t understand marriage, but | ca
n’t be clueless too, so | need to observe more.”

Leonardo was shocked by Marcus*words, ‘Is this really what you think?”

Marcus said, “What else could it be? My Cornelia is pure and adorable, | want
to keep her that way, so | need to understand marriage more.”

In just a few sentences, Marcus was flaunting his wife again, even saying Cor
nelia was pure and adorable. Cornelia was very cunning, and he never won a
gainst her. He didn’t understand how Marcus could say something like “Comel
la is pure and adorable.”

Leonardo just
wanted to plug his ears and didn’t want to hear Marcus show off.



Honestly, half an hour ago, Leonardo wouldn’t have believed that Marcus wou
|d do such a childish thing, he was clearly showing off, showing off that his wif
e was Cornelia.

Leonardo didn’t want to be the only one upset, he wanted someone else to sh
are the blow from Marcus, so he took out his phone and dialed Ryan’s number
, “Ryan, do you want to know who Marc’s wife is?”

A
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Ryan nonchalantly replied, “What did you find oul?”

Leonardo said, “/ know who Marc’s wife is. Wanna hear?”

Ryan replied, “Oh, you finally caught up”

Hearing this, Leonardo was puzzled, “What do you mean? You knew who Mar
c¢’s wife was all along?”

Ryan responded, “Let’s just say | knew a tad earlier than Marc.”

Leonardo retorted “Ryan, you’re full

of it! You’re always so busy, how many times do you even see Marc? | spend
way more time with Marc than you do. | just found out How could you have kn
own all along? No way, not a chance...”

It wasn’t that Leonardo was unwilling to believe Ryan knew who Marcus* wife
was, he just couldn’t swallow the fact that he was the last one to know.

He believed that as long as Marcus was in Riverton, as long as Marcus wasn'’t
working, as long as Marcus was out having fun, he would be right there with h
im. All these years, he had

always thought he was the closest to Marcus, and he would be the first to kno
w about Marcus‘ marriage, apart from the Hartley family



He easily assumed he would be the first
to know who Marcus® wife was, but it turned out everyone else knew

Except for him!

Although this matter may not have seemed important, it was extremely import
ant to Leonardo. He asked Marcus, “Does Ryan know who your wife is? You h
ave to answer honestly Don’t gang up on me. Don’t lie to me and say he knew

b

Marcus said, “He knew all along”

Leonardo was taken aback for a moment, then yelled out. “No way! No way! Y
ou’re both liars! You’re both playing me!”

To feel better, Leonardo didn’t want to compare himself to those close to Marc
us anymore. He brought up Cameron, who didn’t have a great relationship wit
h Marcus,

“Does Cameron know?”

Marcus just smiled and didn’t reply. But Leonardo got the message. “Af least h
e doesn’t know. If he found out before me, | wouldn’t be able to handle it”

Speaking of Cameron, Leonardo had more to say. The

Reese family isn’t doing too well lately. If this keeps up, there might not be a R
eese Group in Riverton anymore... Marc, Cameron grew up with us, how abo
ut going easy on them this time?”

“Go easy on them? If the Reeses had an ounce of decency on Granger’s birth
day, they wouldn’t have hurt Cornelia so ruthlessly.” Marcus sneered, “You kn
ow why the Wilsons didn’t involve you in company matters?”

Leonardo said. “/n the Wilson family, it’s normal for the eldest son to inherit th
e company. Besides, he’s smarter and more capable of running the company t
han me. It’s only right for the Wilson family to have chosen him over me.”

Marcus saw Leonardo’s strengths and weaknesses clearly. “It’s not that you’re
not smart enough, it’s just that you’re too kind”



Leonardo said. “/ just think we shouldn’t be too extreme when dealing with pe
ople. We should leave some room for ourselves, in case we cross paths again
in the future.”
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“Not to be too extreme?” Marcus found it so hilarious that he couldn’t help but
laugh out loud

“What are you laughing at, Marc” Leonardo asked

Marcus was laughing at Leonardo’s innocence and his own habit of dealing wi
th issues in an extreme way Yet, he didn’t voice his thoughts. Over the years,
wasn’t it Leonardo’s innocence that he admired most? If Leonardo became cu
nning, he wouldn’t be the Leonardo he knew anymore He would lose his uniqu
e simplicity and

cuteness

Often, Marcus didn’t want to talk about business with Leonardo. He wanted Le
onardo to keep his innocence. But now it seemed he had to tell him some thin

gs.

Leonardo was only a few months younger than him. This year he was twenty—
eight, and he should understand the cruelty of society.

Marcus said, “The business world is like a battlefield without gunpowder, even
more brutal than a real one. Now you want me to spare the Reese family to gi
ve them a chance to live

“But if we give them a chance to recover, the first ones they will retaliate again
st will be me.

“Im not a philanthropist or a fool, | will never let myself and the whole Hartley
Group fall into such a predicament.”



Leonardo still held a glimmer of hope. “Marc, I've always had a good relations
hip with Cameron. | can talk to him and get him to promise that if the Reese fa
mily recovers. they won’t be enemies with the Hartley Group.”

“Leonardo, haven’t you seen Cameron’s true colors yet? You consider him a fr
lend, but does he think the same of you?” Marcus said remorsefully. He shoul
d have told this Innocent guy about the cruelty of society earlier, so he wouldn
t easily trust someone who was not trustworthy.

J

“Marc,

| really know nothing about the business world. | just thought that Cameron an
d | were good friends, and | hoped you could spare him, hoped that we could
all do business well and avoid fights as much as possible. But | also

trust you, you must have your reasons. On this issue, Leonardo chose to stan
d on the side of Marcus, whom he trusted more

“There’s still hope for you.” Marcus turned around and poured two glasses of
wine. “Come on, have a drink with me.”

“Why do you want to drink now when Cornelia forbade you to drink?” Leonard
0 asked

‘Just drink if | say so, no more bullshit,” Marcus replied.

“I

Leonardo sat down and downed his glass in one gulp. “l never thought Corneli
a’s husband would be you. If | lost to someone else, | wouldn’t accept it, but lo
sing to you, | can only accept my fate.”

Marcus replied, “Even without me, Cornelia wouldn'’t like you.”
“‘Why?” Leonardo asked.

“Because you’re not Cornelia’s type.” Marcus replied.

“Do you think Cornelia likes you for your looks?” Leonardo asked

On this topic, Marcus also raised his glass and downed the wine. He soon felt
a hot sensation in his stomach, but he didn’t care, “/ think my looks may not b
e Cornelia’s type If it wasn’t for my grandmother’s introduction, Cornelia would
n’t have married me, and also would not have given me a second glance.”



“Marc, do you have some misconceptions about your appearance? Your looks
have attracted so many women, and Cornelia is also a woman,” Leonardo sai
d.
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Marcus said, “Cornelia is a bit different from other women.”

Leonardo asked, “Different how?”

Marcus explained, “She doesn’t want to go public with our relationship.”

Hearing this. Leonardo, who had been bummed the whole night, burst into lau
ghter. “Ha, | didn’t see that coming Someone actually doesn’t want to go publi
¢ with you? Hahaha, even you can have days like this, hahaha...”

Tears streamed down Leonardo’s face from laughing so hard.
Marcus asked, ‘Is it really that funny?”

Wiping away his tears, Leonardo chuckled. “So many women want to marry y

ou. They all want to be your wife. If they could be with you, they’d definitely wa
nt to

shout it from the rooftops. And here you are, with a wife who doesn’t want to g
0 public. This is just too good”

Marcus scowled. I’'m telling you this because | want your help, not your mocke

7

ry

Leonardo asked, “First, tell me, why doesn’t Cornelia want to go public? Is it b
ecause she doesn’t like your looks?”

Marcus shook his head. I’'m not sure. It might not just be about my looks, but a
Iso about some things | kept from her”



Leonardo asked, “What did you keep from her? You didn’t have a girlfriend be
fore. You were single until you met her. What could you possibly hide?”

7

Marcus said, “Don’t worry about what | hid. Just help me figure out a solution.

Leonardo said, “/ need to understand the situation first. | might not be as good
as you in business, but when it comes to love, I've got more experience”

He continued. “/'ve dated at least fifty women over the years. After each break
—up, /'d figure

out why it didn’t work. Avoid those problems and your next relationship will go
smoother, it may even /ast”

Marcus found Leonardo’s words absurd, but he had no other options so he de
cided to listen, “Go on”

Leonardo said. “The most common issue was that /'d lose my spark for them.
The novelty of the relationship would wear off, and /I'd get distracted.”

Marcus glared at him, “You really just said that?*

Leonardo said, “My point is, what women need most is a sense of security. Co
rnelia might not want to go public because she’s scared or worried.”

Marcus was even more confused. “Cornelia is my wife, and | genuinely want t
o spend my life with her, why would she be scared or worried?”

Leonardo asked, “Have you told her that?”

Marcus answered, “/ have.”

Leonardo asked again, ‘Are you sure you’ve made it clear?”
Marcus said, “I'm sure.”

Leonardo replied. “If she’s still worried or scared, it might be because you’re n
ot giving her a sense of security.”

Marcus asked, “Why is that?”
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