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Marcus said, “Thanks”  

Sallie asked, “Do you like her?  

Marcus replied, “Yep.”  

Salle said, “Marcus, your blunt answer just shattered all my hopes”  

Before, she had asked Marcus the same question, and his response was, “Sh
e’s my wife”  

Just because she was his wife, even if he didn’t 
like her, he had to take responsibility for this role But this time was different, M
arcus answered without hesitation that he  

liked her  

And Sallie could tell, he was really sweet on Cornelia Whenever Cornelia was 
around, he only had eyes for her.  

Sallie thought he had already spilled the sweetest words but then Marcus‘ voic
e echoed in her ears again  

His voice itself was charming, and when he spoke about Cornelia, it was even
 more heartwarming “I really like Cornelia, not just because she’s 
my wife, but because she is my love! I can’t live without her.”  

If before this. Sallie still held a little fantasy about Marcus, his words now com
pletely shattered it  

Sallie chuckled. ‘She likes you too.”  

Upon hearing this, Marcus‘ eyes lit up instantly. “Why do you think so?”  

Sallie replied, “Can’t you tell?”  

Marcus didn’t say a word  



Sallie continued, “Do you know why your wife just kissed you?”  

Marcus said, “Of course I do”  

He knew it was a parting kiss. After all, she was going to be away for several 
days, and they wouldn’t be able to see each other during that time. She just to
ok the initiative  

to do what he wanted to do.  

Sallie said, 
“She sees me as a rival, she’s jealous. Her kissing you earlier was her way of 
marking her territory”  

Marcus said, “I am hers.”  

Sallie said, “You know that, but others might not. She was making it clear to m
e and others, which proves she cares about you.”  

Hearing this, Marcus was overjoyed. He wanted to buy a plane ticket right aw
ay and catch up with Cornelia to Rosenberg.  

Sallie said, “I gotta go. When I come back, you two owe me a meal.”  

Marcus‘ mind had already left with Cornelia. He barely heard what Sallie was 
saying and just replied absentmindedly, “Sure.”  

Cornelia and Tahlia had purchased first–
class tickets. Due to late purchase and late check–in, the two of them didn’t 
sit together, but were seated in different rows.  

The seat next to Cornelia was empty, but she didn’t care.  

She hadn’t slept well the night before, so as soon as she sat down, she leane
d back in her seat, found a comfortable position, and fell asleep. She slept like
 a log When she woke up, the plane was already steadily flying in the air.  

Cornelia stretched and a flight attendant came over and asked, “Ma’am, would
 you like something to drink or eat? We have coffee, milk, and juice, as well as
 beef stew and  

pasta”  



Cornelia had been sleeping when the meals were served, so the flight attenda
nt didn’t disturb her. As she had 
eaten before arriving at the airport, she didn’t feel hungry now, just a bit thirsty
, so she said, “I’ll have a bottle of mineral water please.”  

Perhaps due to spending so much time with Marcus, Cornelia had gradually pi
cked up some of his habits. She no longer liked juices and drinks as much, an
d now usually only drank coffee and mineral water.  

The flight attendant immediately handed her a bottle of mineral water, saying, 
“If you need anything, please don’t hesitate to call me”  
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“Thanks!” Cornella said  

After the flight attendant left, Comelia casually popped open a bottle of minera
l water, took a sip, then pulled out a magazine to read Suddenly, the sleeping 
woman removed the hat shadowing her face and looked at Cornelia “Mrs. Har
tley, what a coincidence! We meet again”  

Cornelia asked, “Ms Sallie, you’re on this flight too?”  

That was so freakin‘ uncanny! Not only did they bump into each other at the ai
rport, but they were also on the same fight to the same city!  

Even their seats were together.  

Sallie might have purposefully boarded the same flight, Cornelia couldn’t help 
but think, maybe she wanted to say something to her  

Comella was filled with doubts, while Sallie seemed quite chill, simply respond
ing. “Yep”  

Cornelia just acknowledged and 
didn’t actively make conversation. If the other party approached her with a pur
pose, they would naturally speak to her again.  



Sallie said. “Cornelia, you seem to be a bit hostile towards me. Have I offende
d you in some way?”  

Cornelia fell silent  

Such directness was a bit hard to handle. But since the other party had spoke
n so frankly, Cornelia didn’t need to hide her feelings anymore.  

Sallie continued. “I admit I once had a crush on your husband, even dreamed 
of marrying him, but I’m well aware he only sees me as a friend. He firmly reje
cted me long ago, and there was never any ambiguity between us. He didn’t e
ven give me a chance to fantasize. He’s a good man, a man worth your love..  

Cornelia knew this better than anyone. “I know what kind of man he is.”  

Cornelia wasn’t even sure why she had become so sensitive. She knew clearl
y what kind of person he was, but seeing other women approaching Marcus m
ade her upset She even had the scary thought of hiding Marcus, not allowing 
anyone to approach him.  

She didn’t know how she had become so terrifying!  

Sallie said, “Honestly, I’m really envious of you I envy you for marrying him, ge
tting his love… I once thought, if you weren’t there, or if you disappeared from 
this world, whether I would have a chance  

Cornelia fell silent.  

Sallie continued, “When I met him, got to know him, became his friend, I didn’t
 know where you were. He didn’t have you by his 
side, and he didn’t fall for me, so my hypothesis naturally doesn’t stand”  

Listening to Sallie’s words, Cornelia felt increasingly sure that Sallie was an h
onest girl, who would love generously when she loved someone, and would a
ccept rejection without harboring resentment, “Surely 
somebody as good as you are going to meet somebody who likes you  

Sallie said, “There are actually a lot of men who like me”  

Cornelia chuckled, “I can tell.”  

Sallie asked, “Can we exchange WhatsApp? I’d like to be friends with you.”  



Comelia replied, “We can exchange after we get off the plane.”  

Sallie said, “Cornelia…”  

Cornelia replied, “What?”  

Sallie asked again, “How much do you love Marcus?”  

“1” Cornelia turned her head, looking out through the small window. Outside th
e plane was a vast sea of clouds, beautiful and majestic, but it couldn’t captur
e her attention. In her eyes, there was only Marcus‘ incredibly handsome face,
 “I don’t know how much I love him…”  

Sallie, “You don’t know? How could you not know?”  

Cornelia replied, “I don’t know how much I love him. I just know I can’t imagine
 what it would be like if I lost him…”  
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“If you didn’t really like him, you wouldn’t care about losing him” Sallie chuckle
d at Cornelia, “Your husband is such a great guy, and you’re with him day in a
nd day out. How could you possibly not like him?”  

Comeha didn’t reply just quietly looking out at the sea of clouds Sallie was rig
ht. If she didn’t like him, she wouldn I care if Marcus left her  

The reason she was scored was that she cared about him. She was scared of
 not being able to spend the rest of her life with him  

Sallie went on, “Cornelia, there’s something I want to tell you. Want to hear it?
”  

Cornelia asked. ‘What is it?”  

Sallie asked. “Do you remember when Marc took you to my studio to buy a dr
ess?”  



Cornelia nodded. I remember.”  

Sallie said. “I asked him then if he liked you Guess what he said?”  

Cornelia turned to ask, “What did he say?”  

Sallie said. “All he said was that you were his wife. I knew then that his feeling
s for you weren’t love, but a sense of responsibility But today, 
I asked him the same question and he gave me an unequivocal and serious a
nswer. He said he liked you”  

Cornelia knew that Marcus was never stingy about expressing his liking for he
r, and she understood what Sallie was‘ saying. So she said, “But how long can
 this liking last?”  

Sallie asked. “Don’t you trust him?”  

Cornelia said, “It’s not that I don’t trust him. It’s just that the human heart is the
 rnost unpredictable thing in the world.”  

Sallie said, ‘Im not sure about other men, but I trust Marc. I’ve known him for o
ver a decade, longer than you have, and I should know him better. I’ve never 
seen him. intimately involved with any other women, except you”  

Cornelia smiled and looked back out at the clouds It wasn’t that she was worri
ed that Marcus would change his heart; she was worried that she would chan
ge. Not only did her father’s blood run through her veins, but Clair’s as well.  

If one day, she too became like Clair, abandoning her husband and children fo
r the pursuit of excitement, or whatever… Even the thought was detestable to 
her!  

Feeling that Cornelia didn’t want to discuss this topic any further, Sallie switch
ed the subject, 
‘What brings you to Rosenberg this time? Why didn’t Marc come with you?”  

Cornelia said, “I’m from Rosenberg.”  

Sallie said, “I see. Did you hear about what happened in Rosenberg a few day
s ago?”  

Cornelia asked, “You mean the video?”  



Sallie said, “Yes. A few days ago, a girl was drugged and taken home by a ma
n, only to be misunderstood as a mistress. The video had a big impact. Even t
he popular actress Hannah spoke out for the girl, attracting widespread attenti
on in society.  

“Because the incident happened in Rosenberg, the Rosenberg government pl
anned to hold a charity event, and I was invited as a guest. If you’re interested
, you can come and see We’ll try to speak out for more women”  

Cornelia was overjoyed to hear the news, which justified her decision to go pu
blic with the video.  

If more and more attention can be paid to this victimized group, and if everyon
e pays enough attention, then there would be fewer incidents in the future  

Cornelia asked. ‘Have you considered contacting the girl in the video, to have 
her speak out with you?”  

Sallie replied, “Someone suggested it, but most people were against it. Thoug
h the girl is not at fault, you know how harsh society can be on women. If we r
elease her current photo, it would definitely affect her normal life, which is not 
what people who truly want to speak out for her would want to see.  

Cornelia followed up. “What if she’s willing to do it herself?”  
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Salbe, ‘This is a serious issue if that gift is willing to step forward, we’d advise 
her against it and give her a heads up about the possible consequences”  

Comelia. The girl in the video is melt  



The girl in the video did share some similarities with Cornelia in terms of voice
 and figure, but Sallie didn’t suspect it was Comelia at all, and was very surpri
sed to hear that, “The gul on the video is you?  

Comelia nodded. “Yes, I am that girl Since you guys are about to do a charity 
event, 
I want to speak out as a victim and tell all the girls who have been violated to 
bravely  

use the law to protect themselves”  

Salise, Does Marc know about this  

Comelia. The video was released after discussing it with Marcus.”  

Sallie. You’re really brave  

Comelia used to be scarest, reticent and evasive, thinking it was shameful tha
t this happened to me and didn’t dare to speak up. But as I got older, I realize
d it wasn’t my fauft, and shame shouldn’t fall on us. With my husband’s full su
pport, I finally had the courage to bring this issue to light…”  

Sallie reached out to hold Cornelia’s hand, “Alright, I’ll ask around to see what 
everyone thinks. If they all agree, I’ll get in touch with you.”  

Comelia, “Okay”  

Sallie “Our flight has landed. Let’s add each other on WhatsApp for easier co
mmunication”  

Comelia immediately turned off airplane mode on her phone. As soon as she 
connected to the network, her phone buzzed twice  

It was a message from Marcus, Dylan will pick you up. The car’s license plate 
number is 9909]  

Comelia replied immediately. JOkay, my flight just landed Ill call you when I ge
t home  

After sending the message. Cornelia and Sallie added each other on WhatsAp
p  



Sallie. Do you have someone picking you up? Do you want me to have my dri
ver drop you off at home first?”  

Comelia. “No need Marc has already arranged it.”  

Sallie. “I suddenly understand why Mare is into you”  

Cornelia, “Why?”  

Sallie. “You’re beautiful, brave, and cool headed. With so many good qualities 
and being around him every day as his wife, it would be a sign of blindness if 
he didn’t like you” Comelia. You just said the same about him”  

Sallie chuckled. “You two indeed make a perfect couple I need to go now Let’s
 grab a meal together when I get back to Riverton”  

Comelia, “Sure.”  

Comelia and Tahlia didn’t have any checked luggage and left the airport direct
ly getting into Dylan’s car. Just as she settled in, a call from Marcus came in, “
Are you in the car yet?”  

Comelia I just got in, how is your timing always so on point?”  

Marcus. I miss you…  

His affectionate voice softly reached Comelia’s ear, making her heart flutter, I 
know. But I might have to delay my return to Riverton by a few days.”  

Marcus. “What’s the reason?”  
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Cornelia said. “I’ve just learned that your good fuend Sallie has been invited to
 Rosenberg by the government of Rosenberg for a benefit event, and I’m goin
g to go and be interviewed by them as the victim in the video  



It took a while for Marcus voice to get back, “Are you sure about this?  

Cornelia nodded. “Yes”  

Marcus said, “Then go ahead I’ve got your back”  

He didn’t question her further just reassured her. This touched Cornelia deepl
y. “You have nothing else to say? You’re not considering stopping me?”  

Marcus replied, “It’s a good thing and it’s your call. Why would I stop you?”  

Cornelia asked. ‘Aren’t you worried that once our relationship is out in the ope
n, this could affect the Hartley Group’s image?  

Marcus sternly said, ‘Cornelia, remember what I told you, the Hartley Group wi
ll always be your rock, not an 
obstacle in your path. If it ever faces any problem, it’s due to my mismanagem
ent, not you.”  

He’d never worried about her affairs affecting The Hartley Group, he’d only wo
rried about her pictures coming out, that people would look at her differently, a
nd that she would get hurt  

Comelia was touched but found herself at a loss for words.  

Marcus asked, “Cornelia, why so quiet all of a sudden?”  

“I’ve got things to handle I’ll call you later” With that, she hung up  

There were others in the car. She didn’t want to cry in front of them.  

Tahlia leaned in, “What did he say to you? Why are your eyes so red?”  

Cornelia replied, “It’s nothing”  

Tahlia asked, “Did something happen? Does it involve me?”  

Comelia said, “Don’t overthink. Our issues have nothing to do with you.”  

Tahlia asked, “Cornelia”  

Cornelia interrupted, “Really, it doesn’t concern you. Just focus on healing and
 finding a job, keep yourself busy, find your worth”  



Tahlia said. “I’ve talked with Briana. Once I get back to Riverton, Il work with h
er“)  

Comelia raised her hand and rubbed Tahlia’s head, “You’re still young and ha
ve plenty of opportunities to try anything you want.”  

“Okay” After a moment, Tahlia asked, “When I turned 18, the 
Reese family gifted me a house. I don’t dare to live there now should I return it
?”  

Cornelia responded, “Why would you return it? 
They bullied you for years. What’s wrong with taking a house from them? If yo
u’re scared, we sell it and you can buy another one elsewhere”  

Tahlia said, “They probably won’t agree to me selling the house.”  

Cornelia asked, “Isn’t the house yours?”  

Tahlia explained, “Yes, it’s mine. But the Reese family has always managed it 
They bought several houses in the same neighborhood and mine is just one o
f them. Now that Ive left the Reese family and even changed my name, they h
aven’t dared to bother me because of Mr. Hartley, but I guess they might try to
 get the house back  

Cornelia assured, “The house is yours, and they can’t take it back without you
r consent. Don’t worry, the Reese family is in a tough spot, they don’t have tim
e to scheme how to reclaim your house.”  
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While they were talking, Cornelia’s phone started to buzz The caller ID showe
d an unknown number  

Since it was her work phone, getting calls from unknown numbers was a com
mon thing Thinking it was a client, she picked up the call and politely said, “He
llo”  

The voice on the other end was Clair’s, “Nelly, it’s me, your mother! I bought l
oads of presents to visit you and your sister, but the security won’t let me in W
hich building do you live in?”  

Hearing this voice made Comelia want to hurl. 
“Don’t call yourself my mother, I don’t have a mother like you”  

Cornelias disgust and rejection didn’t faze Clair, “I think there’s a big misunder
standing between us. We should sit down and hash it out”  



Comelia retorted ‘Buzz off”  

Clair responded. “My blood runs through your veins. You’re my flesh and bloo
d. Can you deny that?”  

With every word Clair said Cornelia felt more nauseous She abruptly hung up 
the call and blocked the number Just as Cornelia hung up. Tahlia’s phone star
ted to ring  

Seeing the caller ID, Tahlia’s expression instantly changed, “Cornelia…”  

Cornelia took Tahlia’s phone, intending to hang up and block the number as w
ell. But then she had a thought, if Clair was so keen on buttering them up, why
 not use her to their advantage So, she answered the call, “If you want to meet
 us, bring Tahlia’s property deeds and unfreeze her bank cards,”  

Clair replied. “That’s no big deal, sure thing. So can you tell me which building
 you live in now?”  

“First bring what I asked for, then 
we’ll talk.” After saying this, Cornelia hung up the call and told Tahlia, “If you d
on’t want to answer her calls, you don’t have to Tahlia nodded, put away her p
hone, and muttered, “I often wonder if she’s truly my mother. Which mother w
ould treat their child like this?”  

Though she said it in passing Cornelia pondered, “Is it possible that she’s not 
our real mother?”  

Tahlia thought for a moment, “I was born from her womb. There are pictures o
f her pregnant at home, so it probably isn’t fake.”  

Cornelia responded, “Who knows if it was you she was carrying”  

Tahlia replied, “That’s true.”  

Cornelia asked, “Do you have that picture on your phone? Can I have a look?”
  

Tahlia took out her phone, found the picture in the album and sent it to Corneli
a, “She loves using this to manipulate me, making me look at it every day to m
ake me feel indebted to her”  



Cornelia looked at the picture over and over again. The woman in the picture 
was much younger than the Clair she knew now, which was only natural But C
omelia 
felt that the woman in the picture was more attractive than the present Clair T
he woman in the picture was touching her 
pregnant belly with a look of warmth and gentleness  

Cornelia couldn’t find any trace of the woman in the picture in the Clair she kn
ew now. Tahlia, look at this picture closely, don’t you think the woman in the pi
cture and the Clair we know have completely different vibes?”  

Tahlia replied. “Yes, I’ve had that feeling more than once. I’ve always wondere
d what happened to her to make her change so much”  

A daring and unbelievable idea started to form in Cornelia’s mind, ‘Is it possibl
e that she’s not our real mother? Could she just be a wornan who looks like o
ur mother, just pretending to be her?”  
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Tahlia also found the idea hard to swallow “I know how much you hate her, bu
t I think the odds of this are nearly zero, she said  

“Why?” asked Cornelia  

“Why would she pretend to be our mother? What’s the point in pretending to b
e our mother? I’ve been around her for many years, and I know that to her pro
fit is more important than anything else. If she’s pretending to be our mother, it
’s probably because the identity of our mother could bring her benefits. But ov
er these years, she hasn’t gained any advantages from this identity”  

Tahlia’s analysis made sense, and Cornelia said disappointedly. “Yeah, what’
s the point in her pretending to be our mother?  

Cornelia thought about it, hoping she could suddenly understand and find the 
possibility of Clair pretending to be their mother. Unfortunately, she herself fou



nd the idea absurd How could one person possibly become another person wi
thout being recognized? That was super tricky  

She didn’t want to accept she had such a cold hearted mother, so she thought
 that this woman was not their biological mother and 
naively hoped that she’s just a wicked woman who was pretending  

Cornelia chuckled helplessly. I guess I’m being too childish.”  

Tahlia held Cornelia’s hand, “If you have doubts about her identity, we can se
cretly do a paternity test”  

Comelia immediately perked up. “You’re right, we should find a way to verify if
 we have doubts. When we get back to Riverton, we’ll find a way to get a sam
ple from her for a DNA test”  

Tahlia replied, “Okay”  

Cornelia took Tahlia straight from the airport to the cemetery to mourn their gr
andparents and father. Their three graves were together, which made it easier
 to mourn  

Cornelia first offered bouquets to the three, then stood in front of the tombston
e with 
Tahlia, “Grandpa, grandma, dad, we came to see you today because we have
 something to tell you”  

She pointed to Tahlia standing next to her and continued, ‘Dad, this girl here i
s your child. Her name is Tahlia, Tahlia Tahlia, say hello,to grandpa, grandma,
 and dad  

Tahlia said, “Grandpa, grandma, dad, I’m here to see you. I didn’t know my o
wn origins before, it was Cornelia who found me. Cornelia 
has been very good to me, and I’ll also treat her well in the future”  

Cornelia added, “Don’t worry, we’ll take care of each other and support each o
ther…  

She 
didn’t know if their family could really hear them. As they were speaking, a win
d suddenly blew in the stifling air. The breeze gently brushed their cheeks, as i
f a gentle hand was caressing them…  



Cornelia said excitedly. “Grandma, is that you? Can you still hear my voice?”  

What answered Cornelia was the sound of the wind blowing through the grass
, again and again, rhythmically, as if her grandmother were talking to her.  

Cornelia softly called out, “Grandma…”  

But Tahlia had another concern. “Would grandpa, grandma, and dad accept m
e?”  

Having been hurt before, afraid of being used again, and scared of being aban
doned again, Tahlia had become very sensitive.  

“Don’t worry, I’ll explain it to them.” Cornelia said again “Dad, you probably did
n’t know you have 
another daughter, but it’s true. We’ve done a DNA test for Tahlia and grandma
, and they’re related. I guess when my mother left you, she was already pregn
ant. She left alone and gave birth to the child quietly, that’s why you didn’t kno
w”  

As Cornella finished speaking, a miracle happened again. The wind suddenly 
stopped and the rustling sound from the grass vanished.  

It’s like they’ve accepted the kid  
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Tahlia exclaimed in surprise, “This is so amazing!”  

“Tahlia they’ve definitely accepted you.” Cornelia, with Tahlia, bowed three 
times to their family, “Grandpa, grandma, dad, rest easy. I’ll take good care of 
Tahlia. With Tahlia by my side, I’m not alone in this world anymore I have a fa
mily member, and we’ll be just fine…  

Comelia believed they could hear her, especially Grandma Rebecca.  



Cornelia looked at grandma’s photo on the tombstone and whispered, “Grand
ma, I know you’ve always been worried about me and it’s hard for me to let go
 of you too. I want to tell you today that Mare and I will live well and we should 
be having a kid soon. After our child is born, we’ll come visit you together”  

Comelia said a lot, as if her grandma was still there, she told grandma everyth
ing she wanted to say Because she knew, after seeing her grandma, she woul
dn’t have many chances to come back within a year, and her grandma would 
be farther and farther away from her  

Maybe one 
day in the future, she might even forget what her grandma looked like  

Seeing Cornelia’s sadness. Tahlia was also upset, “Don’t be sad If our grand
ma can hear us in heaven, she wouldn’t want you to be so upset.”  

Cornelia lifted her head, holding back her tears, ‘Let’s go home  

Tahlia said, “Alright”  

After they left the cemetery, they found Dylan still waiting in the parking lot.  

Cornelia asked, “Dylan, didn’t I tell you to go do your thing, why are you still h
ere waiting for me?”  

“Nothing is more important than taking care of you guys” Dylan, the top directo
r of the Hartley Group Rosenberg Branch, was happy to be their driver and did
n’t complain at all, “Ms Stewart, please get in the car  

Even though he knew Cornelia was President Hartley’s wife, he was still used 
to calling her Ms. Stewart.  

Cornelia said, “You could have just arranged a car for us, no need to be our dr
iver personally.”  

Dylan said, “It’s an honor to be your driver”  

Cornelia said, “You know, President Hartley doesn’t like this kind of people.”  

Dylan said, “It doesn’t matter whether President Hartley likes it or not. Making 
you happy is what matters. As long as you’re satisfied, a good word from you i
n front of President Hartley is worth more than me doing ten things.”  



Comelia said “You’re very straightforward”  

Dylan said, “President Hartley can see right through my little schemes. It’s bett
er to be honest than to hide.”  

Cornelia said, “But I might not speak well of you in front of President Hartley 
We keep our work and private lives separate, I won’t talk about private matter
s.”  

Dylan said, “That’s okay, as long as I take good care of you, President Hartley
 will naturally see  

Cornelia said, “Dylan, you are really eloquent, no wonder 
you were trained in the business department, I admire you.”  

Dylan said. “Thank you for your compliment!”  

Cornelia didn’t say anything. She didn’t want to talk to him anymore.  
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While diving Dylan said “I used to work with President Hartley for several year
s before being transferred to Rosenberg a couple years back, so I’d say I kno
w him pretty  

well”  

Cornelia asked. “What do you know?”  

Dylan replied “Despite the fact that people think he’s an ice–
cold bastard, he’s really not He’s always treated us loyal underlings fairly”  

Cometra laughed and said. “How much of the rumors out there are actually tru
e? When it comes to gossip, people believe whatever they want to believe, an
d how many actually care about the truth?”  



Just like 
her own experience. the footage from the day of the incident had been made 
public, and the cops had caught the culprit, yet some people still blamed her S
ome even claimed the publicized footage was doctored, otherwise why wasn’t 
it released at the time Cornelia had seen right through these people  

Dylan said. “Powerful people like President Hartley don’t seem to care about 
what the public thinks of them.”  

Cornelia responded, “No matter how powerful he is, he’s still human with feeli
ngs”  

Dylan nodded and said. “True that Then he asked. “I remember you have a be
stie. She came back with you to Rosenberg last time, how come she didn’t co
me back with you this time?”  

Comelia answered, ‘She’s in Rosenberg now” As she said this, a call from Abi
gail Young came in Cornelia said, “Speak of the devil, she’s calling”  

Dylan was glad to hear this, but he kept his cool and continued driving.  

Cornelia picked up the call, and heard Abigail loudly saying, “Weren’t you sup
posed to arrive at noon? It’s almost one o’clock now, where the hell are you?”  

Cornelia replied. “I took my little sister to pay respects at our grandma’s grave.
 Now I’m on my way home.”  

Abigail asked, “How much longer will you be?”  

Cornelia answered, “Around ten minutes, I guess.”  

Abigail said, “Alright, I’ll be waiting for you downstairs. My mom made a bunch
 of delicious food.”  

Cornelia replied, “I remember your mom is a fantastic cook, can’t wait to have 
some good food.‘  

Abigail said, “You didn’t get to try her home–
cooked meals last time you were here, she’s been wanting to cook for you”  

Comelia replied, “Better late than never”  

Abigail said, “Alright, drive safe. See you soon.”  



Cornelia replied, “Okay.”  

About ten minutes later, they arrived at their neighborhood entrance. Abigail h
ad been waiting at the entrance. Seeing their car pull up, she immediately ran 
over, yelling, ‘Smelly Nelly……  

She noticed Tahlia behind Cornelia, and said, “So she really is the daughter of
 the Reese family”  

Cornelia replied, “She’s no longer associated with the Reese family She’s now
 a Stewart. Her name’s Tahlia. You can call her Tahlia like I do.”  

Abigail asked, “So does this make me her sister too?”  

Before Cornelia could answer, Tahlia sweetly greeted, “Hi, Abby”  

Abigail laughed and asked, “Do you know me?”  

Tahlia replied. “My sister told me that you and Zack are her very close friends,
 like family without the blood ties, so of course I remember you guys.  

Hearing this, Abigail was overjoyed, “Your sister is also a very close friend of 
mine.”  
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Tahlia. “Abby you’re even more beautiful and gentle than I imagined”  

Abigail, “Well, thank you You’re quite a looker yourself”  

Cornelia, “Enough with the exchanging of pleasantries, you two  

Abigail. We’re not just exchanging pleasantries, we’re appreciating each other
”  



Dylan, feeling left out, parked his car and quickly walked up to Abigail, 
‘Hello, Abigaill  

Abigail, caught off guard finally remembered meeting him a few days before. “
Hello, Dylan!”  

Dylan stretched out his hand to Abigail, “Pleasure to meet you!”  

Abigail didn’t really want to engage with him, but his enthusiasm compelled he
r to reciprocate the handshake. But Dylan didn’t let go of her hand, “Abigail  

Abigail quickly withdrew her hand, “Have you had lunch yet? If not, perhaps y
ou can join us ”  

She was only being polite, but Dylan actually accepted, ‘Well, if you insist  

They all entered the residential area, heading towards the building where Abig
ail lived.  

Dyfan followed closely behind Abigail, “Abigail..”  

Guessing Dylan might be into her, she cut him off before he said something s
he didn’t want to hear, “Dylan, you look pretty young. Got a girlfriend?”  

Dylan, “Are you offering to play matchmaker?”  

Abigail “Can I set you up?”  

Dylan, “I have many girls chasing me, but I haven’t met the right one yet. If it’s
 you, I might consider”  

Abigail, “I already have a boyfriend I was thinking of introducing you to my cou
sin. She just graduated from college and she’s pretty Would you like me to put
 you in touch?” Dylan, “I’m almost thirty, it wouldn’t be appropriate for me to 
pursue a fresh graduate  

Dylan politely declined, but his message was clear to Abigail, “Well then, I hop
e you find the girl of your dreams soon.”  

Dylan looked at Abigail and laughed, “Actually, I’ve already 
met her, but she turned me down.”  



The implication of his words was too obvious, so Abigail played dumb, “Cornel
ia, President Hartley should care more about his 
employees. He’s married but doesn’t care whether his employees are”  

Cornelia, ‘Which company meddles in their employees‘ love lives? Did your bo
yfriend leave?”  

Abigail, “He has work to do. He’s already back in Riverton.”  

Dylan, “Abigail, are things going well between you and your boyfriend?”  

Abigail, “We’ve met each other’s parents and they’re all happy. We’re plannin
g on getting married this year.”  

Dylan, “You’re still young, there’s no need to rush into marriage.”  

Cornelia suddenly chimed in, “Are you trying to steal Abby away?”  

“I am, actually. But I need Abby to give me a chance,” Dylan, looking at Abigai
l with determination in his eyes. “Abigail, I’m thirty this 
year, the head of the Hartley Group Rosenberg branch, and I earn a hefty sala
ry I’m an orphan, so if you marry me, you won’t have to worry about complex f
amily relations. I’m a really good catch. Think about marrying me.”  

Nobody expected Dylan to be so straightforward about his intentions.  

Cornelia was puzzled, ‘You’ve only met Abby twice and you’re already head o
ver heels for her? You want to propose?”  

Cornelia thought this was highly unlikely!  
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